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à .JOURNALS 


oF THE 


HOUSE .OF REPRESENTATIVES 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington Nov. l4th, 1542. 


"The House of Representatives met in accordance with the 
Proclamation of His Excellency the President l5th, Oct. 1843. 

The Hon. Anson Jones Secretary, of State proceeded to 
organize the House. 

The former Chief Clerk Mr. James H. Raymond, officiated 
as Chief Clerk pro iem. 

On motion of Mr. Hewett, Wm. Cockburn was appointed 
Door-keeper pro tem. - 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, S. R. Miller was appointed Y- 
Sergeant-at Arms pro tem. 

T'he Counties being called over, the following members 
appeared, presented their credentials, took the oath and their 
seats: 


Hon. John Warren, Brazoria County. 
Matthias Ward, Bowie a 
s Jsaac Parker, Housten |. « 
uU Wm. P. Milby, Liberty t 
* Jesse Grimes, Montgomery a 
" Wm. F. Sparks, Nacogdoches « 
: *  G. W. Hill, Robertson a 


«  N, H. Darnell, 
«OR, Scurry, 


^  Jésse J Robinson,- 


San Augustine 
San Augustine 
Sabine 


‘ « Wim, M. Hewett, Shelby > 
u Me Dial, Shelby - te 
* R; M. Williamson, Washington « 


"There being no quorum present: 
On motion of Mr. Grimes, the House adjourned until to- 
morrow morning, 10 o'clock. I 
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Turspay, Nov. t5th, 10, A. M. 

The Mouse met pursuant to adjournment. The Hon. Sec- 
zetary of State in the Chair. . 

The. roll of Counties being called, the following members 
appeared— presented their éredentials—took the oath and their 
seats : 

‘Hon. Hiram Hanover, ~ - Brazos County, 

* — Robert Peebles, Fort Bend’ 

‘There being no quorum: 

On motion of Mr. Hewett, the House adjourned P to- 
morrow MOME 10 o'clock. 


kd 
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WEDNESDAY, Nov. 16th, 10, A, M. 

The Howse met pursuant to adjournment. The Hon, Sec- 
retary of State in the Chair. le 

The roll of Counties ‘being called, the: Hon. Robert’ L. 
- Whyte, of Harrison County appeared, presented his credentials, 
` took the oath and his seat. 

There being no quorum present: 

On, motion of Mr. Parker, the ‘House adjourned. until to- 
morrow morning, 10 o'clock, 


* 
———— 


''nunspav, Nov. 17th, 10, A. MU 
The House met pursuant to adjournment, The Hon, Sec- 
retary of State in the Chair, 
The roll of. Counties being called, the Hon. Jesse Walling, 
from the County of Nacogdoches, appeared-—-presented his cre- 


dentials—took the oath preseribed by the Constitution and s . 


seat. . 

There being nota quorum present: 

. On motion ot Mr. Parker the House adjou red until to-mor- 
ow morning, 10 o'clock. : 


* 
* 
Losses d 


. icr Nov. T" 10, A. M. 
The House men pursuant to adjournment. The Hon: Sec- 
retary of State in the Chair. 
The roll of Counties being called over, ind no ‘additional 
members to those of yesterday and not a quorum present: 


p 


* 


* 


" * bs 
> 
f 


On motion ot Mr. Scurry, the: House adjourned ‘until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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SaTuRDAY, Nov. 19th, 10, A. M. 
The House met pursuant to. adjourament: - The Hon. Sec. 


- retary of State in the Caair. 


+ 


. morrow morning , 10 o'clock. 


The roll óf Counties being called thie Hon. A. M. Lewis, 
from the County of ‘Colorado ` appeared—presented his cre- 
dentials—took the oath and his seat. ` . 

There being not a quorum present: 


Pd 


On motion of Mr. Grimes, the House adjourned until Mon- 


* 


day next at, à o'clock P, M. ` = 


mtr aug, 


Monpay, Nov. 21st, 3, P- M. 
The House met. pursuant to- adpurament ‘Th Hon. Sec- 
retary of State in the Chair. 
The roll of Counties being’called, the Hon. M. W. Matthews, - 
from. the Coünty of Red 7 river, appearcd— presented his cre- 


` dentials—took tlie oath and his seat.” ! 


There being no quorum present: . 
On motion of Mr. Scurry, the House adjourned until to- - 
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, Tuurspay, Nov. 22d, 10, A. M. 
The House met pursnant to adjournment. "The Hon. Sec- 
retary of State in the Chair. 
The roll of Counties being called, and no additional. mem- 
bers to those of yesterday —and not a quorüm present: 
. On motion of Mr. Williamson the House adjourhed until 3. 
o'clock P. M, 


* 


* 3 o'clock P. M. 

The House met. 

The roll of Counties being called, ce Hon. Willet ius 
appeared—-presented his credentials — took the oath and hi 
seat. 

Not a quorum present: i: 


LI 


* 


E 
1 


6 
On motion of Mr. Warren, the House adjourned until -10 
o'cioe&, to-morrow morning. 


d 


.  Wzpwzspar, Nov. 93d, 10, A. M, 
"he House met pursuant to adjournment. The Hon. Sec- — 
retary of State in tae Chair. 
The roll of Counties being called, the following members 
appeared—-presented their credentials —tàok the oath. and their 
Seats: 


Hon. Sidney Shurman, Harris County. 
« H. M. Potter, Galveston . ct 
^  'l'od Robinson, , Brazoria , « 
* §.S. B, Fields, Fayette . « 
" D. Y. Portis, | Austin s 


There being no quorum present; 
On motion of Mr. Warren, the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock P. g. 


3 o'clock P. M. 


The House met. ] 

The roll of Counties Raine called, the following members 
appeared—presented their credentials—took the oath and their 
seats: 


Hon. Wm. L. Cazneau, Travis County, 
Thomas N. Haynes, Victoria Co 
« L, 5. Higler, San Patricio  « 
* Raphael Garza, ` Bexar 5 
t John Caldwell, Bastrop « 
& Wm. L. Hunter, Goliad e 
* James Dennison, Matagorda t 


+ 


A quorum present. 
On motion of Mr. ore the House adjourned until : 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning 


——H— 


TuunspAY, Nov, 24th, 10, A. M. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. The Hon, Sec- 


retary of State in the Chair. 
The roll of Counties being called, the following members 


| | 
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apppeared--presented their credontials-+took the oath dnd 
their seats: es 

Hon. J. C. M. Hodge ` Fannin Connty: 
_ # Wm. M. Crisp, Lamar 2008 

À quorum present. $ - i 

Mr. Warren was called to the Chair, by the Hon. Seeretary 
of State. , 

On Motion of Mr. Portis, the House proceeded to its organiza- 


tion, by the election of a Speaker. , > 
- . Mr. Grimes, nominated N, H. Darnell. 
Mr. Portis, nominated G. W. Hill. $ 
Messrs. Portis, Williamson and Robinson of Sabine, were 
appointed tellers. 


Mr. Darnell, received 18 votes. 

Mr. Hill, received 14 voies. 

Mr. Darnell, having received a'majotity of all the votes 
given, was declared duly and constitutionally elected, Speaker: 
of the Horse of Representatives, for the severith Congress, 

Messrs. Robinson of Brazoria, and Scurry; were appointed 
- a Comfinittee to waittapon the Speaker elect and conduct him to 
the seat; which was accordingly done. 

Whereupon the Speaker arose and addressed the House, 
returning thanks for-the honor conferred upon hiin.- 

- On motion of Mr. Williamson, the House proceeded to the 
election of a Chief Clerk. 

Mr. Parker, nominated Mr. James H. Raymond. 

There being no other nomination; Mr, James H. Raymond 
was declared by the Speaker, duly and constitutionally elected 
Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives for the seventh 
Congress of the Republic of Texas. i 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the House proceeded to the election 
ofan assistant Clerk. ' s 

Mr, Grimes; nominated Thomas Henderson. 

‘There being no other nomination ; Mr. Henderson was de- 
elared by the Speaker, duly and constitutionally elected : 
assistant Clerk of the House of Representatives of the Republic 
for the seventh Congress. > ` ’ 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the House proceeded to the election 
of an Enrolling Clerk. 

Mr, Williamson, nominated Mr. James M. Long. ‘ 

There being no other nomination; Mr. Long was declared 
by the Speaker; duly and constitutionally elected Enrolling 
Clerk of the House of Representatives of the Republic for the 
seventh Congress, f 
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Da motion of Mr. Portis, the House proceeded to the eleciion 
of Engrossing Clerk, — - 

. Mr. Warren, nominated Mr. B. F; Hill. 

There being no other nomination; Mr. B. Fy Hill was de- 
vjared by the “Speaker, daly and constitutionally elected En- 
grossing Clerk of the House of Represeniatives of the Republic 
of Texas for the seventh Congress. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, the’ House proceeded to the elec- 
tion of a Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr. Parker, nominated Mr. R. B. Wallace. 

M. Grimes, nominated Mr. S. R., Miller. 

Mr. Wallace, received 17 votes. 

Mr. Miller, received 16 votes; . 

. Mr. Wallace having received a majority of the Votes given, 
was declared duly and constitutionally elected Sergéant-at-Arms: 
of the House of Representatives for the seventh Congress. 

Ùn motion of Mr. Parker, the House proceeded to the election 
ofa Doerkeeper" 

Mr. Parker, nominated Mr. Wm. Cockburn. * : 

There being no other nomination ;; Mr. Wm. Cockburn Was 
declared by the Speaker, duly and- constitutionally elected 
Door-keeper of the House of Representatives for the seventh - 
Congress of the Republic of Texas. - . 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the officers elected were sworn to a a` 
faithful performance of duty &c. . 

Qn motion of Mr. Parker, a Committee of three was appointed 
to wait upen the Senate and inform that body that the House 
wasnow organized and ready to proceed to business, consisting 
5f Messrs. Parker, Peebles and Caid well. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock. P. M. . 

3 o'clock, P. M. 

The House met—roll ealled—quorum present., 

The House proceeded to business. 

Mr. Hill, moved that the- rules of the last session of Congress 
be adopted for the, government of the present session of the 
House of Representatives, and Jefferson's Manual, in all cases , 
where the rules are silent. 

: Mr. Robinson of B., moved to amend the motion by adopting f 
Me n printed in 1888— accepted, and motion as amended 

opte 

On motion of Mr. Hill, fifty copies of said rules were ordered 
to be printed, l ‘ 


+ 
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‘ Mr. Parker offered the following resolution: 

‘s Resolved, That the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
appoint the following Committees ; 

On the Judiciary—on Finance--on Public Lands—:n the 
State of the Republic—on Foreign Relations—on Naval Affairs 
—on [udian Affairs--on Military Affairs—on Retrenchment— 
on, Eügrossesed Bills—on Eurolied Bills-ea Peo t-ollices a.d 
Post-roads—on Roads and Bridges—on Privileges aud Llcctions 
——on Publi: P: ‘inting”—adopted. 

On motion of Mr. ‘Robinson of B., the Chicf Clerk was 
instricted to procure chairs, tables &c., lor the use sf the nem- 
bers of the Honse of Representatives, to be paid cut of the 
appropriation for the contingent expenses of the seventh 
Congress. . 

Mr. Portis offered the following resolution: - r 

tt Resolved, That the members elect to the seventh C engress 
of the Republic of 'l'exas, do now adjourn, and that to meet at 
the city ef Austin, on the ‘first Monday of December next, being 
the fifth day thereof.” 

Mr. Williamson, moved to lay the above resolution on the 
table until Monday nest. » 

Mr. Warren, moved to amend the motion by laying the 
resolution on the table until to morrow morning-—aecepted. 

Mr. Scurry, moved that the House adjourt’ üntil Monday 
morning, 10 o'clock. 

Mr. Robinson of B., moved a call of the House—-carried, 

A quorum present. 

On motion, a farther call was suspended. 
^ 'lhe ayes aud noes were then called for on the motion to 
adjourn, and stood as follows: 

Ayes— Mes.rs. Speaker, Dial, Grimes, Harfaver, Hewett, 
Holmes, Matthews, Milby, Parker, Peebles, Robinson of S., 
Scurry, Sparks, Ward, Walling, “Whyte, W illiamscn, Hodge 
and Crisp; 19, 

Noes—-Messsts. Caldwell, Cazneau, Deni,issos; Fields, Garza, 
Heigler, Haynes, Hill, Hunter, Lewis, Portis, Potter, Robinson 
of B. and Warren; 14—carried, 

And House adjonmed until 10 o'clock, Monday morning. 


— — —— 


Moxp ay, Nov. 23th, I9, A. M. 
The House met pursuant to adj. urament, 
The roll being called aud not a quorum present: 
B 


[2 


a 


"E EM 
‘On motion ‘of Mr Seyrry the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock, P. M... . 


* 


Li 
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i -3 o'clock, P.M 
The House mel; 'the'ro]l being called; the following members 
answered to their names: 
Messrs. Speaker, Cazneau, Crisp, Fields, * Garza, Hagler, 


‘Hanover, Haynes, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, ! Matthe ys Milby, 


Parker, Peebles, Robinson of S; Scurry; Sparks, Wallinz;- 
Ward, Warren, Whyte and Williamson. - 

T he re net, being a quorum present : 

= On motion of Mr. Warren, the Sergeant at-Arms was des- 
patched 'for absentees. tf, jee 

The Sergeant-at-Arms returned with Messrs. Caldwell, 
‘Dennison, . Hunter, Potter and Robinson of By making a 
quomm. . 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, "i Hon. R.: A. Fennall of Jasper , 
County, presented his eredentials, took ihe oath of office and 
. his seat. 

. Mr. Parker, ehairman of the Committee to wait upon the 
Senate, and inform them. that the House of Representatives, - 
was now organized, and ready to proceed to business; reported 
that’ the Senate had not jet a quorum. > 

Mr. Warren, moved’ the House to adjourn until Thursday 
. morning 10 o'clock. . 

The ayes and noes were galled. for on the motion and stood 
as follows: —. 

Ayes —Messrs. nasi. Hagler, pill, Robinson of B. and 
Warren;- 5. . 

Noes—Messrs, S eaker, Caldwell, Citau: Crisp, Fields, . 
` Garza, Hanover, Haynes, Hodge, Holmes, Hunter, Matthews,- 
Mit by, Parker, Peebles, Pennall,. Potter, Robinson of S., "Seur- 
. ry, Sparks, Walling, Ward, W hyte and Williamson; 94—lost. 

On motion of Mr. Warren, the House adjourned until 3 
: e'elock, to-morrow evening. "Cs . 2m 


I E 


''ugspay, Nov. 29th, 3, F. M^ 
The House met pursnant to adjournment. 
' The roll being called: the TONO WIDE members answered to 
their names: — 
: Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell; CEMENG Crisp; Dial, Garza;, 


_ Grimes, Haynes, Hewett Hodge, Holines, Honter, Lewi is, 


n 


« 


* - 


vs 
" 
« 
H Mo 
: 
eR » 
* 


Matthews , Milby, Parker, Peebles, Penna, Potter, Robinson òf 


Ja Scurry, Sparks, Wa ling, evan Warren, SONG and Wie 


. liamson. 


A quorum present’. 

On motion of Mr; Caldwell the: rule was suspended R 
ing the Journal to beread. - 

"Mr. Williamson, gave notice that he would: present on to- 
morrow,’ 6 Ar preanible and Resolution relative to’ the citizen ' 
soldiers now in the field.” 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell the’ Honsa 'Rojourned. until 10: 

o'clock 5 to-morrow morning. T 


* 


0j EC M Nov, 30th, 10, ‘A. M. *.. 
The House met pursuant to adjournmeht. 
The roll being called the following members answered to 
their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Doha: Dial, Fields, | Gaiza, 
Grimes, Hagler, Hanover, Hanes, Hewett, Hodge, Holmes, 
Hunter, Lewis, Matthéws, Milby, Parker, Peebies, Pennall, 
Potter, Robinson of S. Seurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warr en, 
Whyte and Williamson. ` : 

A. quorum present--the. Journals. of the preceding days 
were read and adopted, 

In accordance with a resolution o ihe House of Representa- 


* tvies, the Speaker appointed the following standing Committees: 


Committee , on .the Judiciary:—Messrs, . Scurry, Lewis, 
Portis, Robinson of B. and Williamson. , 

Committee on Finance:——Messts. Hill, Rohinson of 8, 
Walling, Grimes and Caldwell ^. 

Committee on Foreign Relations: "Masini Robinson of B., 
Ward, Dennison, Whyte and Peebles, 

Committee on Public Lands:—Messrs. ‘Matthews, Bill, Wall- 


. ing, Fields and Haynes. 


Committee on -Military Affairs Messrs. Sherman; Crisp, 


.. Portis, Cazneau and Hewitt. ; S i 


Committee, on , Naval Affairs:—Messrs. . soran Warren, 
- Milby, Hagler, and Pennall. 

Committee on Indian Affairs:—Messrs. Hewitt, , Hodge, 
‘Holmes, Haynes, and Hunter. 

Committee on the State ofthe Republic: — Messrs, Grimes, 
Caldwell, Williamson, Cazneaü and Dial. , 

Committee on Claims and Accounts:—Messrs. Milby, 
Hewitt, Hanover, neces and Hunter. 


& 
* 
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. Commitite on Retrenchnent:—Messrs. Robinson of $S, 
Whyte, Peebles, Fields and Haigler.- f 

Committee on Printuig:;——Messrs.. Ward, Garza, Parker, `, 
Pennall, and Holmes. 

Commiitee on Roads and Bridges:—-Messrs. Dennison, Dial, 
Lewis, Fields and Hodges. 

Committee on County Boundaries:— Messrs. Hunt, Garza, 
Sparks, Crisp, and Milby. 

Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads:— Messrs, Cald- 
well, Ward, Crisp, Cazneau and Hill. 

Committee on Privi! eges and Elections:-—Messrs. Portis, 
Warren, Haynes, Parker, “and Potter. 

Committee on Engrossed Bills:—Messrs. Lewis, Holmes, 
Sherman; Dennison and Hanover. 

Committee on Enrolled Bilis:-—Messrs, Parker, Matthews, 
Sparks, Poiter and Scurry. 

Mr. Parker, chairman of the Committee to wait upon the 


` Senate, and inform them that the House of Representatives had 


organized, and are now ready to proceed to business; reported, 
that the Senate had not yet a quorum. 

Mr. Williamson, offered the following preamble and resolu- 
tion : 

« Whereas, the House of Representatives having duly organ- 


- ized, in virtue of the proclamation of the President, under date 


of Nov. 2ist., 1842. And being impressed with the imporiance 
of the relative duties incident to the trust confided to them; 
and whereas, from some cause, the ecordinate branch of the 
Legisiative Dipartment of this Government have not as yet 
organized; and whereas, it is notorious to this body, that the 
patriotism of many-of our fellow citizens, bas impelled them to 
take up arms, and repair to our South Western frontier at their 
own expense. ‘Therefore, this body, duly appreciating the 
patriotic motives of its fellow citizens now in the field, do 
resolve, that it will aid them with its sanction and support, in 
al] the laudable and lawful*purposes for which they may have 
organized.”—-Adopted unanimously, 

Mr. DLE of B., offered the following preamble and 


^ resoutio 


«Whereas, satisfactory information has been received, of the 
capture and detention by the common enemy, of Wm. E. Jones, 
representative elect from the County of Gonzales; and Samuel 
A. Maverick, one of the representatives elect from the County 
of Bexar, to the seventh Congress; anc whereas, but small hopes 

ean be entertained of their Speedy release from captivity; and 


*& c 


13 ` - . 
f . 
whereas, it is peculiarly necessary in the present state of affairs, 
that a full and complete representation of every portion o! the - 


-Rapublic should be had; tberetore, - 


Be it resolyed by the House of Representatives, that the 
seats of said Wm. B Jones, and said Samuel A. Maverick be 
declared vacant, and thatthe President be instructed to issue 
writs of election to supply such vacancics.” l 

On motion, the above resolution was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr, Williamson, the Honse adjourned until 3 
o'eloek, P. M. 


` | 2 o'clock, P. M. 

The House met—roll called —quorum present, i 

Mr, Parker, chairman of the Committee to wait upon the 
Senate, and inform that body, that the House of Representatives 
had o:ganizéd, and was ready to proceed to business; reporjed, 
duty performed. . E 

A Committee appeared from the Senate, and informed the 
House that the ::enate had organized, and was now ready to 
proceed to business. - , 

On motion of Mr. Parker, a Committee was appointed, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Parker, Crisp and Fields, on the part of the 
House, to act in conjunction with a like Committee on the 
part of the Senate, and inform the President, that the two 
Houses of Congress had organized, and' were ready to receive 
any communications he may have to make. 

A Commiitee appeared from the Senate, and. informed the 
House, that the Senate, had appointed a Committee on the part 
of the Senate, to act with a like Committee on the part of the 


. House, to wait upon the President, and inform him that the two 


a 


Houses of Congress had organized, and were now ready to 
receive any communication he may have to make. 

On.motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the Chief Clerk was in- 
structed to transmit to the Senate, a list of the officers elett, of 
the House of Representatives, of the seventh Congress, 

On motion of Mr. Warren, the Committee appointed to wait 
upnn the President &c., was granted leave of absence to perform 
said duty. . 

Mr. Parker, chairman’ of the Comrhittee to wait upon the 


` President &c., reported, duty performed, and that he would 


' deliver a message -in person, to the two Houses of Congress, 


to-morrow morning, at half past 10 o'clock. 
The following communication was received from the Senate: 


* 
* 
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SENATE CHAMBER, Nov, 30i1,, 1842. 
To tie Hm. Speaker of the House of Representatives, ." 
"Mig:—Below you will find a list of the officers elect of the T 
Lu called session of the seventh Congress. . 
Stephen Z. Hoyle, Secretary. ' . WEE. 
i N. 1. Chappell, assistant Secretary. : 
M. H. Nicholson, Engrossing and Barone Clerk. 
'Thomas Ward. Sergeant- at-Árms, 


S. R. Miller, Door-keeper. _ to 

Altest. . . Respectfully, a 

Stephen Z. Hoyle, 4 EDWARD BURLESON. TED 
Secretary Senate. ^. ‘President of the Senate. 


Pati 

* On- motion’ of Mr. Fields, a Committee was appointed; con. 
sisting of Messrs. Fields, Warren and Walling, to wait upon 
the Senate; and invite that body within the bar of the House of 
“Plepreson-ativer, -to digar dhe, message of the President at half - 
past 10 o'clock, to morrow morning. 

On motion of. Mr. Williamson, ‘said Conme was — 
leave'of absencé to pefform the duty dssigned it. "Committee 
yeturned and reported, that the Senate was Snot in séssion: 

On motion of Mr. i cdm the House adjourned until 10 - 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. tos 


+ ow 


Ec Dec. ist, 10, À, M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment, 

The roll being called the following members answered to 
their names: , , 

Messrs. Speaker, Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, Fields, 
Garza, Grimes, Hagler, - Hanover, Haynes; Hewitt, -Hodge, - 
Holmes, Hunter, Lewis, Mathews, Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pen- 
nall, Potter, : ‘Robinson of S., Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Warren‘ s 
and "Whyte. ME : 

A quorum pre sent —the Journal of the preceding day was 
read and adopted. > ° + . 

Mr. Fields, chairman of the Committee to -wait upon the ER 
Senate, and invite that body within the bar of the Honso, at half : ’ 
past 10 o'clock this day; to hear the message of the President 
reported duty performed. Er 

A message Was'received.from ihe Senate, t brough their 
Secretary, Mt. Stephen Z. Hoyle, informing the House that ' 

the Senate were unable to form a quorum, and therefore could - 


* 5 is 
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not attend asa "legislative boss bnt wottld' attend the delivering i 
‘of the Presidents message, as individuals. ` 
On motion of Mr. Warren, a Commit was appointed, con- 
sisting of. Messrs. Scurry, Warren and Milby, to wait upon the 
l resident, and inform him that. the rwo Houses uf Congres 
are not ready to receive his message, 
-On motion of Mr. Warren, the House ioni until 3 


o'clock P. M. ; CC ET E 


d: . " 78 o'elock, P. AL. 
The Hotise met—roll ealled—qnorum: present, my 

. Ùn motion of Mr. Robinson-of B., the Committee appointed 
‘on yesterday, on the part of the House, tb wait tipan the Presi- 
. dent, and inform him that the two Houses of Congrese are now . 
organized and ready te receive any communication he. may 
have. to make, were again requested to wait upon tbe Senate, 
and request the joint action of a like Committee to perform, said 

- dut 

On motion, said Coniniiftee was ‘granted leave of absence to 
perform { the duty assigned it, 

'A ‘message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, that they had appointed a Committee on the part of the 
Senate, to act, in conjunction with a like Commitlee of the 
House, and inform the Psesident that the two Houses of 
Congress are organized, and ready to reccive any communica - 
tion he may have to make. ; 
___ Mr. Parker, chairman of the Committee on the part of the 
, House, to wait’ upon the President &c.' Reported, duty per- 
formed, and that the President would deliver in person a 
message to the two Houses of Congress, in twenty-five minutes. 

On motion of Mr. Crisp, the Conimitteé appointed on yester- 
day, to wait upon.the Senate, and invite that body within the 
bar of the’ House, to receive the message ofthe President; were 
again requested to wait upon the Senate, and invite ‘that body to 
seats within the bar of the House, to receive the message of the 
President, to be delivered in twenty-five minutes. . 

.. On motion, said Committee was granted leave of absence to - 
perform'said duty. 

Mr. Fields, chairman of the Co immittee io wait upon the 
Senate &c. “Reported, duty performed. : ZEE 

T'he: Senate appeared headed by their President, who was 
invited to a seat by the Speaker of the House-af HSpresentnue 
and the members to seats prepared for them. 

His Excelleney the President appeared and was invited toe ` 
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teat by the President of the Senate and Speaker of the House of 
Lepr. tie 
‘The President then arose and delivered the fullowing mes- 
sage to the two Houses of Congress. 
: Bixecutive: DEPARTMENT, / 
Washington, Dec. Ist, 18492. § 
Genti men of the Senate, and-of the House of Represeniatives: 
Circumstances involving the general interests and condition’ , 
of the country, have induced ar earlier call of the honorable ` 
Congress than was anticipated. During our existence üs.a 
people, no deliberative body has ever been convened unter 
more interesting aud important circumstances; nor do I believe 
it willever again devolve on any assembly of men to act upon 
subjects of more vital importance to their country and man- 
kind. - 
- Since the commencement of legislation in ‘Texas, aga Sepa- 
rate aud independent power, we find the proceedings of Con- 
gress bfit too frequently characterized by acts of selfishness and 
partiality. The public good has but too often been disregarded, 
and the national interests left out of view; and thus, without 
establishing any general principle or system of le gislation, 
temporary expediency has been substituted for a due considera- 
tiowol the national good. Underdhis state of things, it is but 
too true, that the pation has been gradually declining. Instead 
of deriving facilities and advantages from the lapse of time, its 
decline, since the year 1838, to its present point of depression, 
has been regular and more rapid than perhaps that.of any other 
country on the globe posseszing the same natural advantages, 
From possessing a currency nearly at par, with a circulating 
medium but little more than halta million, aud with a credit 
, unparallelled for a country of its age, we find ourselves in a con- 
dition utterly destitute cf credit, "without a currency, without 
means and millions in debt. Instead of improving from an 
increased emigration, the introduction of wealth and the ‘im- 
provement of our social condition, we discover that a want of 
confidence. at home, and distrust abroad are impediments 
which have to be countervailed, before our prosperity cau be 
advanced. 
. Very few Congressional enactments, it is believed, will be 
necessary at le: ist to arrest, if not to produce a remedy for these ` 
evils, and place Tegas once more in an attitude cheering to the 
patriot and creating confidence throughout the land. Our ex- 
ternal difficulties, if managed with propriety, are of leas magni- 
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tüdeathan they have been regarded; and. nó country on thé - 
globe can boast natural advantages and facilities comparable . 
to those of Texas. We possess every needful resource for 
competency, wealth and national independence. To develope 

. these’ and convert them to,the benefit of the nation will require 
but little legislation, and that.course of policy adapted to this 
"end, should ‘be pursued by the functionaries of the government. 
The chimera of a splendia Government, administered upon a 
magnificent scale has passed off, and left us all the realities of 
depression, national calamity and destitution. The lessons of 
‘prudence and economy which experience has inculcated, 
should not be lost; but rendered ayailable, that some of the evils 
incurred may Bé remedied, whilst others may be averted. 
"Although we have an enemy upon our frontier, and are not 
in a situation to retaliate in snch manner as our disposition - 
would urge us to do, and carry wat into their territory; yet if 
‘our resources are carefully economised and properly,employed, 
. we. Gan rendér their predatory warfare harmless.: Instead of 
permitting ourselves to be, excited and irritated, so as to van- 
squish oursélves by-diserderly rallies to the frontiers, we have it 

"^ ‘in ont power to maintain a force sufficient-under regular dis- 
‘cipline, to secure us against serious aggression and deter the: 
enemy from their repeated incursions.’ As it has hitherto been, 
the’ people have rushéd to the frontier upon the first alarm 
„given of. the’ enemy's approach. A want of discipline and 

_- Subordination, was the eonsequence; and after consuming the 
substance of- the frontier settlers, they have returned to their 
' homes, leaving behind them an exhausted country; and for t 
‘want of order and dicipline, having permitted the.enemy 


escape without chastisement: ot bw 
When alarms'have been given, instead of apprising the Ex- 
ecutivé, through the Department of War, by express, and, 
‘giving notice to the several counties, on the frontier, whose 
duty 1t, was to‘hold théir-militia-in instant readiness, they have - 
appealed direetly to the citizens, and invoked their aid, with 
whom concert of 'actiai could not*be expecied. The conse- 
quence was that the Executive, upon the receipt of this irreg-. 
ular information issued the proper.orders, but owing to the de- 
. lays incident to 2. want of ‘effective organization in the militia, 
celerity could not be giveu to the movements required, and the 
enemy, after. having produced great excitement, effected their 
retréat, - Thẹsè circumstances cáused a campaigü to be pro- 
jected’: by individuals, not functionaries ef the Government, 
without first having obtained. the advice and sanction of the 
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" \ Executive—they piedging ample. supplies for those who should 
engage in the campaign to the Rio. Grande. Whatever the 
opinions of the Executive under these circumstances may have 
been; aware that the opinioh prevailed that it was practicable, 
by private means, to conduct a campain, and having ordered 
out such of the militia as would have it in their power to reach 
the frontier before the season would be too far advanced, to, ° 
meet the emergency which had but recently existed —he de- 
termined to give all the aid, efficiency and direction to the 
patriotie ardor of the people, that the means in his power would 
permit. But it is impossible that campaigns can be either pro- 
jected or conducted with success, or advantage to the country, 
unless under the auspices of the Government. Individuals can- 
not'know the situation of our relations, either foreign or domes: 
tic, A campaign may be designed by the Government, for the 
purpose of effecting a particular object, for instance a surprise 
of tbe enemy. It may require all the resources of the country 
—-the greatest secrecy, and that the whole fotce of the country 

. Should bein readiness to act in coneert so as to effect the design. 
M individuals assume the right of projecting campaigns, they 
are liable not only to thwart the designs of the Government, 
but by a diversion of a portion of its means bring on disaster 
and ensure the greatest calamities to the country. Indeed, it 
has not been unfrequent upon the frontier, to projéct and cón- 
duct campaigns without reporting to the proper Department, 
any fact or circumstance connected with them from beginning 
toend. Public stores and munitions of war, have also been ap- 
plied in this way without the sanction, or even ‘knowledge of 

` ofthe Government. i i i 
At jhe commencement of the present administration, it was 
the earnest desire of the Executive to be enabled by acts of Con- 
gress, to maintain a force on the frontier, amounting from one to 
‘two hundred men.. Cound this have been done, he remains 
satisfied and confirmed i the opiaion that the recent calami- 
ties, and annoyances upon’ our frontier, would not have oc- 
eured. Less than oue fourth of the amount which the iaeur- - 
sion of the enemy, has cost the country and the frontier citizens 
would have sustained the force requisite. Unless something 
ean be done to prevent the system of molestation practised by 
the enemy, it will cause Texas to subdue herselt. - If the. whole 
country is to bs agitated, and called from their homes at the 
appearance ofa few hundred 1ancheros, who can make a dis- 
play on our frontier, and again recross the Rio Grande, before ` 
our citizens have left their homes; a few only having pes ux 
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numbers sufficient to jeopardize themselves without fleeting 
any useful object, we can never hope for security to our fton- 
tier, or tranquility to its ciuzens. lfitis impossible to main- - 
iain such a regular forcó as would be adequate with the present 
means of the Government, itis at least within the power of 
Congress to enact such laws as will compel the requisite rium- 
ber of militia to be furuished by draít from the counties as will 
meet the necessities of ihe frontier. In this way we have the 
means-of giving protection to that interesting portion of our 
-countrymen, who have adventuréd to the West and South. 
And 'the Executive continues to regarded it, às he has ever 
done, of vital importancé to the citizens. . They have taken 
their pdsition on the frontier, and sustained themselves under 
every disadvantage. Thay have claims upon the sympathies 
as well as the protection of the country. 
No doub: can be now entertained that the prime object of the 
enemy is to molest our frontiers, and harrass and annoy our 
sea-beard. To use such precautions, as their policy will enjoin 
upon us; should be equally, the primary object of the honora- 
ble Congress. Since the assurance,of undoubted character has 
been given. that the enemy are strengthening themselves by 
“water, every means has been employed, and precaution taken to 
render obortive, any attack which they may make upan our sea- 
board. 'The.port of Galvestoa, is now in a condition of defence 
more efficient than could be expected when we take into view 
the means placed at the disposition of the Government, and the 
necessity of relying tnainly upon the contributions, and labor of 
the citizens of that place, Col. George W: Hockley, an officer 
of skill and great efliciericy, Was appointed Acting Colonel of 
Ordnance, by the Executive, and assigned to the duties of En- 
gineer and Ordnance officer, for that station, to continue during 
the emergency which euforced the necessity ‘of his appointment. 
For the want of means, every possible embarrassment, has 
been presented to the administration. “Texas, in truth, presents 
an anomaly in the history of nations, for uo country has ever 
existed without a currency, nor has any Government ever been 
administered without means. The transition from a state of 
things, where unrestricted and unlimited extravagance pre- 
vailed, and disbursements ‘were made without appropriations 
by Congress, to a state of things where we are without means, 
without: appropriations, and without disbursements, is well cal- 
 culated to bring adium upon the administaticn of the Govern- 
ment, unlesexamination i is made into the causes which kave led 
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to its situation, arid the circumstances which have involved ii 

in its present unfortunate dilemma. 

. Aware of the attitude in which the country must ibe placed, 
the present Exeentive upon coming into office, recommended. 

such measures of finance as he was Satisfied, would to some ex-. 


. tent, relieve the existing embarrassmenis, and eventually extri- ` 


cate the country from its involvements. ‘The system recom- 
mended, was not adopted. The issue of Exchequer bills, the 
representative part- of the system was adopted, but the founda- 
.. tien of the issue was not regarded. Authority to hypothecate- 

the Cherokee lands, or to. make sale of them or any portion 
thereaf, was omitted to be given. The collection of the direct 
tax, was also postponed for six months after the usual period 
for its collection; ahd the Exchequef* bills of neeessity referred 
for redemption to imports and licensesalone. ‘Phe exeitements 
in the country have prevented importations, and persons owing ` 
their license tax, have refused to pay. The process of collec- 
tion is so tedious that unless some.pronipt remedy is devised by 
Congress, it is useless to regard such tax as a'source of, public 
revenue. The Exchequer | "bil lls, being thus left dependent alone 
upoh import duties for their redemption, ne other demand exist-, 
ing for them—depreciated; and atone time were ‘worth’ in 
market, ‘but twenty-five cents.on the dollar; though the whole 
amount issued up to'this time, is only about one -hundied and 
twenty-five thousand dollars; and the amount now in circula- 
lation, cannot by possibil My exceed tbirty thousand. Had the 
requisite authority been given for the hypothecation of the ' 
Cherokee country for the redemption i of these bills, and had the 
time for the collection of. the direct tax not been postponed, and 
the license tax been collectable, and the. ‘ware-housing system 
- been abolished, it is believed a'sum more than double the 
amount ‘of two ‘hundred thousand dollars. could have beén-al- 
ready. brought into tLe ‘Treasury. | 

At the extra Session inr June last, a law was passed antlioriz- 
- ing the Executive to bave. surveyed and brought into market, 
“fotr hundred thousand acres of the, Cherokee lands; but tinder 
such restrictions that they amounted to a prohibition. . Com- ` 
petent surveyors, after contracting’ for the execntion of the : 
work, declined Hs prosecution, having been ‘assured that such. . 
hindrances would be interposed as would render their éfforts, if , 
not abortive, atleast unpleasant. For the purpose of plating 
this subject at rest in fnture, and that the couutry may.mot be 
. prejudiced any louger in its just interests, there will be laid be- 
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iore the honogable Congress at an early day, an opinion of the 
Attorney.General, which, for ability, clearness and conclusion 
must place, the question of right in the Government forever at 
rest, and enable the Congress to adopt such measures as will 
.convert some of the most valuable resources of the nation iuto 
means, and Have a tendency with other “measures, to` sustain 
further issues if needful under the’ Exchequer law, to an exient 
double that now authorized to be'issued. — ' 


Itis recommended to the honorable Congress, that alaw be, : 


passed, prohibiting the circulation within the limits of. the Re- 
public, of the notes of all foreign banks, and that all'individual 
and corporation notes intended for circulation as currency, in 
, the Republic be suppressed; and that engraved Exchequer bills 
-of denominations ranging from twelve and a half cents io one 
dollar, and from one dollar to.one hundred dollars, be issued and 
made.receivable for all dues to the Government, except those 
arising from imports and tonnage; and that these letter be rè- 
ceivable in nothing but gold and silver. 'Tlhat'the Exchequers 
can be sustained in credit by a course of this kind there can be 
no doubt, .Up.to this time none of them have been husbanded 
but for the purpose of paying duties. The demand will be 
greatly increased, and as soon as'the taxes are collectable, they . 
will become an obj: ct of procurement. If prudence is observed 
in their issue, the whole amount now authorized would not be 
sufficient to pay the direct taxes, and that deficit must be made 
up in gold and silver. It is impossible. under these circum- 
stances, that the money should not be at par from the time that 
taxes are collectable, as the demand would’ be greater than the 
amount in circulation to meet it, According to the amount of 
circulating medium in the United States, estimating our popula- - 
tion at one hundred thousand souls, our circulation ought to be 
six hundred thousand dollars, or.six dollars for each individual. 
Supposing this data to be correct, a circulating mediüm of one 
third of that sum, would from the force of ‘circiimstances, sus- 
tain itselt at par, controlled by the absolute wants of the country. 
I view the subject of the finances of the nation as of vital im-: 
portarice to its existence; and that they can be sustained in a 
sound and healthy condition, the Executive entertains not a 
doubt. ~ 
_ To enforce the collection of the revenue is also of the highest 
importance. The,enactment of laws without their enforcement 
is:of no ‘avail to thé country. It resistence is made to the con- 
stituted authorities, of what avail are enactments on paper with- 
out the means or the power to punish. It is the duty of Con- 
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gress to enact such laws as willenabie the Executive to coni- 
mand the power commensurate to their execution. Resistance 
to the constituted authorities, and to the laws of the land is one 
of the must flagrant offences that can be committed against 
society; and is entitled to no milder appellation than that of sedi- 
tion or rebellion. The constitution has declared these offences, 
but has not prescribed a remedy for the punishmeat of the 
offenders. "That power is delegated to Congress, The atten- 
tion of the honorable Congress: has heretofore been called to it, 
and salutary enactmeats requested. They are now again urged 
as indispensabi e to the public safety and thevexecution of the 
laws. ‘The iaw has delegated to the President the power to 
eall out the militia to suppress insurrection without giving any 
definition to the crime; or authorizing the infliction of any 
adequate punishment. "No tribunal is appointed for the trial of 
the ‘offence. Instances have occurred within the last, three 
years of a cuaracier well calculated to enforce a convietion upon 
the mind of every patriot that the offence should not longer be 
disregarded or the delinguents unpunished. Our’ prosperity as 
a nation depends upon the security of life and property being 
guaranteed to the peaceful citizen, and the punishment of those 
who disregard the spirit and letter of our social compact. 
When mou take the laws into their own hands, or undertáke to 
construe the constitution in derogation of the constituted at- 
thorities of the land, it manifests a diseased condition of the body 
politic, and deman nds of the law making power the prescription 
of a re medy, whilst the Executive by} his oath is bound to en- 
foree it. The punishment of offences ought to be as prompt 
and summary as the nature of our institutions will admit, The 
gason is manifest. There are not jails and prisons in the 
country for the confinement of the accifSsd, uor are the several 
counties in a situation to pay a tax sufficient-to ensure the safe- 
keeping of cuiprits. . 

Qur ‘foreign relations have undergone no material change 
since the last executive communication to the honorable Con- 
gress, with the e exception of the exchange of ratifications of the 
ircatics with Great Britain. No information has been received 
in relation to the mediation of that power between Texas and 
Mexico: it is hoped, however, that before the adjournment of 
the present session, it will be in the power of the Executive to 
submit to the honorable Congress, important information, em- 
bracing that subject. A treaty of Commerce and Navigation... 
has been negotiated Ly our Minister, the Hon. James Reily, 
with the Governmént of the United States. The treaty not 
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having yet been received, it will not be within the power of 
the Executive to submit it to the honorable Senate for their con- 
sideration, as early as he anticipated; its arrival, however, is 
daily expected. M: i i 
Nothing is better calculated to present the deplorable finan- 
cial condition of ‘Texas; than the situation of our post-office 
and mail establishment. Forthe years 1840 and 1541, not 
less than one hundred and ninety thousand four hundred 
and szventy dollars in promissory notes, besides four thousand 
two. hundred and fifty-eight dollars in-exchequer bills, were 
appropriated to sustain the establishment. For the service of 
tne present year, Congress appropriated ouly five thousand dol- 
Jars in exchequer bills, withont making arty allowance for their 
depreciation; nor did they leave any discretion with the Exce- 
utive, to sustain this important branch of the Government.— 
Texas, at this time, furnishes the singular fact, ofa government 
without the means of conveying intelligence, or distributing the 
the laws, throughout the Republic. It is, doubtless, the only 
‘community on earth at this time, purporting to bea nation, that 
is similarly situated, Instead of enquiring into the causes 
which have produced this state of things, and the reasons which 
‘enforce them upon the country, it is imputed to the delinquency 
ofthe Administration. Itis for Congress to determine whether 
means can be devised; and if they can, whether they will be - 
employed in sustaining the mail establishment. There is rea- 
son to believe, that the proceeds arising from a well-regulated 
mail establishment, would go far towards defraying the expense 
incident to its maintenance. The diffusion of general intelli- 
.gence through a country like ours, subject to frequent causes 
‘of exbitement on the.frontier, is of great importauce. The rea- 
dy circulation of intolligeuce would prevent much confusion 
aud eommotion throughout the countiy, and enable the Execu- 
tive to command the means ef its defence with some degree of 
certainty ; whereas he has had to rely, alone, upon the procure- 
ment of expresses, without the mcans at his command ef even 
defraying their expetises while in service. When, indeed, Re 
could obtain them at all, they had to rely upon the future abi- 
lity of the Government for compensation. A free government 
cannot exist without mails. At the called session in June, the 
attention of ihe honorable Congress was most earnestly invoked 
to this subject, but met with no favorable response ; and has, 
therefore. remained neglected, up to this time, for the want of 
means; though, with great exertions, some of the principal 
rou'es have been partially maintaiited. 


Bt . E 

Another subject of. some importancé in the ‘present crisis, $ 
deem it my duty to present to the honorable Congress, In the 
month.of March last, during the incursion ef the enemy, under 
the provisions of the Constitution, the President felt it his im- 

` perative duty to order a removal of the Archives and Heads of 
Departments from the city of Austin to a.placé of safety. As 
to the propriety and necessity of the act, rio reasonable doubt 
could exist. The Coustitution declares, that the President and 
Heads of Departments shall remain and keep their offices at 
the Seat of Government, unless removed by the permission df, 
Congress, “er unless in cases of emergency, $n time of war, thé 
public interest may require their removal? That tnis, emer- 
gency did exist to a most palpable extent, is demonstrated by 
the fact that, for temperary security, the archives were buried, | 
with a view to secure them from injury. -The Executive, in 
accordance with this information, ordered thir immediate re- 
moval to the city of Houston, as a place ot undoübted security. 
Agents were ordered to provide transportation, so as to.effect it^ . 
with the greatest despatch, and’ to secure the public arms and ' 
stores which were at that point, and which have since sus: 
tained much damage and.loss by their non removal. The 
President considered that he was the sole judge of the emer- 
gency requiring their removal. - Resistance, however. has. 
been offered and continued, up to the present time. Acts of 

, the most seditious and unauthorized character, have been per- : 
petrated by persons styling themselves the “ Archive Commi- 
tee,” positively refusing obedience to the orders of the Execu- 
tive, and refusing to permit individuals to remove from that 
place with their effects, unless:a passport was granted by some . 
member of said committee. "The Executiye felt. a reluctance - 
to have recourse to such measures as would have enabled him 
to earry out the provisions of the. Constitution, During the 
late incursion.of the Mexicans, the Executive has been in: 
formed that a prominent individual made .application to cull 
and select such papers as he deemed of importarée, for the pur- - 
pose of conveying them to a p'ace of safety. The Com: 
missioner of the General Land‘Uffice, anxious to secure tbe" . 
archives in his charge from injury, attempted their removal j 
but his authority was resisted —the committee proposing to re; 
move them, buf, at the same time, to retain a supervision of 
them, and to designate thé point tó which they were to be re: 
moved ; thereby, clearly conceding the insecurity of their pre- 
sent situation, and assuming to themselves the power of resist? 
ing the constitutional authorities of the country, and interfering 
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With the S right daddy of the Executive. "The ^ 
causes which, at first, existed, under the provisions of the Con- 
^o stitution, for ihe order for their removal by the Executive, stilt 
exist With widiminished force. This flagrant violation of all ` 
eil rule; i inculeates the indispensable: necessity of some con: 
_gressioual enactment, for the purpose of suppressing . insurreé- 
Uonary acts towards the authortes ofthe country.” If individuals 
- are permitted to ‘associate themselves’ inio budies, for the put- 
‘pose of. resisting the Constitution and laws of the country, the 
laws cease to be operative. The salutary provisions: of the 
Constitution i are nügator y,and rebellion aud anarchy take hoi 
à lace: 
e The reasons s for tlie removal of .the archiyes from the city of 
Austin stilt existing, it was deemed most proper to convene the 
Congress at this point.: The subject was laid before Cgngress 
at the late extra session, « and no definitive action took place,— 
-In addition to the fact that the Supreme Couit had. been, by . 
law, recently removed-to the tewn.of Washington, and the 18- ` 
moval of tae arcuives to thé same place would be attended 
with no public expense, the Executive regarded it as, in many 
respects, nudet existing circumstances, the most eligible, safe, 
and conyenient location for the Seat of Government: ' Eu 
Tue Executive has been informed, that public arms, and 
other government property, of much vaiue, and which would | 
be of great convenience in our present circumstances, are dis- 
-a tributed j in. various parts of the country —having. been. appro- 
_ priated by individuals to-their private use; which. they refuse to ` 
give up in compliance with the orders of tlie Government. Itis 
' therefore suggesied, whetlier it would not be proper to invest , 
the Execu.tve- Witn authority to enforce the- collection’ ot the 
“same, that it may: | be applicd tu'the. publie benefit. ` 
While presenting subjects t» the 'eonsideration of your honor- 
able body of vital importance to .the nation, our’ Indian rela- 
‘tions will be entitled to -at least secondary estimation. Soon: 
afier the Commencement of the présent adminisiration, the Pres- 
ident, anxious to renew ‘that course of policy which he’ was 
satisfied could alone give peace and security to the frontiers, 
&valied himself of every meaus of information upon the subject, 
uud from assurances of the ‘Indians themselves, as, well as oth- 
cers of the -United States government employed in the Indian 
department, he was satisfied. that a sincere disposition towards 
peace was, entertained by the Indians, ` He accordingly dis- 
` patctied commissioners ‘to ihe easttof Red River (whither the 
: Indians of ‘Texas had generally. iud with their are and 
C iD 
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from whence they sent out war parties to the frontiers of "Fes 
as,) for the purpose of establishing amicable relations, They 
met the Indians and entered into negotiations with them, with 
ulterior arrangements, to meet again on the Brazos at the Waco 
village as the commissioners understood it; in the month of Oc- 
tober last. ‘The éommissioners attended, but owing to some 
cause, the Indians were unable to attend. Some diffieulties 
intervened at the time of the formation of the treaty east of 
Red River, ‘The principal ground on which it-was believed 
the Commanehes would not enter into a Íreaty, or adventüre 
themselves te a couneil, arose frum the cireumstanees, attending 
the unfortunate affair which oecurred in Bexar in-the spring of 
1840, in which they lost many of their principal ehiefs; after 
they had reeeived a solemn invitation te cume in and enstablish 
friendly relations. It was alledged that they were yet erying 
for their kindred and that the elouds of sorrow yetrested upot 
their nation, because their chiefs were no more, and they had 
not the light of their eounsel to point to the path in whieh they 
should walk. Other tribes who had been friendly with the: 
colonists of Texas and had always been friendly and commer- 
cia! with the first settlers of the country, though they had ocea- 
sion to deplore many eiieumstances, were nevertheless anxious 
to return. with their women and children to where buffalo were 
abundant, and where they could obtain subsistence for their 
families live at peace with the eitizens of ‘Texas, and earry on 
trade, and maintain riendly intercourse. ‘The government of ` 
the United States has indicated a willingness to guarantee 
peace, and maintain the treaty stipulations whieh may be 
entered into on the part of the Indians, provided ‘Texas main- 
, tains good faith on her part. "That friendly relations can be 
established there is no donbt; and messengers are now out 
among the various tribes for the purpose of ascertaining the 
particular reasons why the chiefs of the several tribes did not 
meetour commissioners at the Waco village, and the Executive 
will not be remiss in the proper appliance of whatever may con- 
tiibute to the achievement of an objee: so truly desirable to the 
interests of the country. Ft has not been to hima matter of much 
asionishment that the chiefs did not attend. The season has 
bsen one of unprecedented character, The high waters, the 
inclemency of the weather, and the range of the buffalo, being 
further South than is usual at this season of the year, would 
gnterpose difficulties to the attendance of the Indians, that seenr 
ta be quite satisfactory for their absence. Wa treaty is once, 
eoncluded, and good faith maintained on the part of the people 
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of Texas, there can he no doubt that friendly relations will be 
maintained with the Indians, When only a few hundred fami- 
lies existed in the colonies, Texas had friendship and commerce 
with the border tribes, ‘Those who engaged in the commerce, 
found it profitable, and :bnt few interruptions took place be- 
tween the whites and the Indians. 
'. Since then, causes have arisen, that have broken off all com- 
merce, and such Has been the exasperation of feeling on.the 
part'of the Indians, that there was no medium by which they 
could be approached. unless through tribes resident within the 
limits of the United States, or the Indian agents of that country. 

The fact ofall the commerce of the Indians with Texas ceas- 
ing, would induce them to seek for a market for the spoils ac- 
quired by depredations upon our citizens. ‘This they could 
readily find at trading houses on the Red River, and with the 
various tribes in friendship with the United. States, who could 
furnish them ariicles cbtamed from United States traders, who 
would regard it as a fair traffic, ‘l'he border Indians having 
secured their wives and children beyond the limits of our territo- 
ry, were incited io continual outrages on our citizens, and re- 
garded us as irreconcileable enemies to them. Extermination 
of all Indians within our.boarders having been denounced by 
the former Executive upon his coming into office, they viewed 
every act. of hostility on their part as oné of retaliation; and 
their hostility having nothing of interest to counteract or re- 
strain it, has exposed the frontiers of Texas to continual depre- 
dations. Let.peace «nee be made with them. . Let them realize, 
that they can obtain such articles as they require within the vi- 
cinity of their families and hunting’ grounds, maintàin good 
faith on our part, and they will at once perceive that their 
interest is fo remain at peace and in commerce with us, that 
their women and children may remain securé in their wig- 
wams, and renew their agriculture. Their warriors. will be 
changed into hunters, and should they euiertain a passion for 
war, its theatre will be distant from, their families, they will 
find new enemies to make war upon, at least as profitable as 
Texas, and we shall enjoy the benefits of a Iuerativé commerce, 
and beeome the recipients of the fruits ot their enterprise, 
whilst our citizens will enjoy security, and our frontiers exemp- 
tion from alarm. l i l - 

All the information within the control of the Executive will 
be submitted to the honorable Congress during the progress of 


`- the session, - - 


Gentlemen, that your deliherations may be attended with the 
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znosi sal ütary Be nefits to the eouniry, and, that i in its present de- 
. pressed condition it may derive under a munificent providence, 
essential aid from the exereise of your patriotism and wisdom is is 


my most fervent desire. l 
DE : Ends HOUSTON. 
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` Mr. Parker, moved the printing of eight hundred copies of 
the'above message. . 

Mr. Crisp, moved to amend the motion by. ordering the print- 
ing of one thousand copies. -— Carried and printing ordered. . l 

"Mr. Robinson of. B., moved totake.up * A Resolution declar- 
ing the seats-àf the Hon. Wm. E: Jones of Gonzales County, 
and the Hon. Samuel A. Maver ick of the County.ot ix . 
vacant &c." —- Lost. . 

` On motion of Mr Crisp, the vote just taken: "Was reconsidered, 
‘and Resolution taken up; and  '" ;- 

On motion"of Mr." Robinson of B., said Resolution v was kia 
. on the table until Ilo clock to mor row morning. 

-Mr. Mathews;by leave introduced * A Bill providing for the 
the session of the seventh Congiess at the town of Washing- 
tan, in'the Coünty of Washington, and for ‘other purposes.”— mo 
Read ‘Ist time. : . i 

Mr. Williamson, moved a. suspension of the rule that the. 
bil] might be placed on its 2d reading. l 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., "the House adjourned’ unti i 
10 o “clock to-morrow morning. 


» 
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a a Parpay, Dec. 2d, 10, ALM. 


- The House met’ pursuant .to adjournment. "The roll being 
called the following members answered to their: names: 

Messrs. Speaker; € crisp, Dennison, Dial, Garza, Grimes, Han- 
over, Haynes, Hewitt, Hedge, Holmes, Hunter, Lewis, Mat-.. 
thews, Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, Potter, Robinson of S., 
Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warren, Whyte, ahd William: 
son. 

À quorum pisei Journal. of the’ ‘preceding day was 
reid and adopted.  . 
| The Speaker presented “A memorial of sundry citizens of 
Galv eston änd Houston, praying. for the ipe of the act regu- 
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latiüg tonnage duty,” which was” read, and referred to the 
“Committee on Finance, l . 


„Mr. Grimes, by leave- introduced, A Bill'to ‘repeal in part an . 


' aetto provide for the return of surveys, and for the collection of 


Government dues on land; and for other purposes.—Read Ist 


time. . 
Mr. Williamson moved to take up “ABJ providing for the 
' session of the 7th Congress at the Town of W ashington i in the 
County of Washington, and for other purposes.” 
On motion of. Mr. Caldwell,.a call ot ‘the House.was made, 
and Sérgeant-at-Arms dispatched for absentees.” 
Mr. Scurry stated .that the Gentleman from, Harris, Mr, 
Sherman, was.sick and unable to attend.—Excuse accepted. . 
The Sergeant-at-Arms havirig returned, on motion, a further 
call of the House was Suspended, . -> ` 
"The mition of Mr. Williamson was. then put and carried, 
and * Bill providing for the session of the seventh Congress at 
` Washington, and for other purposes."—Read 2d.time. 
Mr. Grimes, moved the Engróssment of the bill. . The ayes 
and noes were called for on the mo tion, and stood as follows: ' 
p Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hanoyer, Hew- 
Hodge, Matthews, Milby, Parker, Peebles, Peunall, Robin- 
soit of S., Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Warren, Whyte and Wil- 
liamson; 19. 
: Noes-— Messts. Cald yell, Caztieati, Dennison, Fields, Garza, 
Hagler, Haynes, Holmes, Hunter, Lewis, Potter, Robinson, of B. 
and Ward; 13.— Carr ied and bill ordered to be Engrossed. 


ee 


A message was received. from-the Senate, informing the , 


House of the appointmentof a Committee to contract for the 
. printing of a ‘sufficient number of the Presidents message, and 
requested the appointment of a like. Committee on the part of 
the House. > 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B.; ; A Resolntion declaring 

. the seats of Messrs. Wm. E. Jones of Gonzales County, and 
„Samuel A. Maverick of Bexar County, vacant &c.” was taken 
‘up.’ The ayes and noes were called for on its adoption, and 
` stood thus: : 

Ayes—-Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Cazneau, Crisp, Denni- 
Son, Fields, Garza, Hagler, Haynes, Hewitt, Hodge, Holmes, 
Hunter, Lewis, Matthews, Milby, Peebles, Penuail, Potter, 
Robinson of B., Robinson of 8. » Sparks, Ward, Warren and 
Whyte; 25. 

. Noes— Messrs:. ‘Dial, Grimes, Hanover, Parker, Scurry, Wall-, 
ing and Wiliamsan; 7 Carried and resolution adopted.. 
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Mr. Robinson of B., moved the printing of three hundred 
copigs of the Attorney General's opinion relative to the Cherokee 
lands. 

Mr. Grimes, moved i:s reference to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary.—Lost. | 

‘The motion of Mr. Robinson of B., was then put. — Carried 
and printing ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., all the dunno from the 
"Treasury Department, accompanying the President's message, 
were referred to. the Committee on Finance, with instruetions to 
report those they deem necessary to have printed. -  - l 

On motion of Mr. Hunter, all the Documents from the De- 
partment of War and Marine, were referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and all those from the Post office Bureau, 
to the Coinmittee on Post-offives and Post-roads. 

Mr. Crisp, moved to suspend during the presert session, that 
part of the 3d rule ofthe House of Representatives, that requires 
the Spenker to rise from his seat when he puts a question. 

On motion, the rule was suspended which requires the above: 
motion to lay on the table one day for consideration, and the mo- 
tion of Mr. Crisp, was then put and carried. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the Chief Clerk was in- 
strucied to furnish all Foreign Ministers, and the Heads of De- 
partments with a copy of all documents printed by order of the 
House of Representatives during the present session, 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B.,the House adjourned. 
until 10 o ’elock to-morrow morning. 


. SATURDAY, Dee 3d, 10, A. M. 


"The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Tne roll being called the following members answered to‘ 
their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, Fields, 
Garza, Grimes, Hagier, Hanover, Haynés, Hewitt, Hodge, 
Holmes, Hunter, Lewis, Matthews, Milby, Parker, Pennall, 
Portis Potter, Robinson of B., Robinson of S., Scurry, Sparks, 
Walling, Ward, Warren Whyte and Williamson. 

-ÅA quorum present—the Journal of the preceding day was 
read and adopted. - 
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Mr. Cattrient presented a memorial from sundry citizens of 
‘Travis and Bastrop counties, relative to the Seat of Govern» . 
thent, which was read, and referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Republic. D 
Mr. Portis: presented the petition of Henry ‘Tucker, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the Republic. 
On motion of Mr. Warren, the vote taken on yesterday was 
' ye-considered—referring the report of the Secretary of War and 
Marine to thé. Committee on Military Affairs; and said report 
was taken up, and read. 
. Mr. Williamson moved the printing of one hundred copies of 
the report. oa ot | 
- Te ayes and noes-were called for on the motion and stood 
es follows: ets 
.. Ayes—Messts. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Fields, Garza, Grimes, 
Hagler, Hanover, Hewitt, Hodge, Holmes, Lewis, Matthews, 
Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, Potter; Robjnson of S., Scurry, 
Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warren,and Wuliamson—25.  . 
Noes—Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Dennison, Haynes, Hun- 
ier, Portis and Whyte: 7. 
Carried, aud printing ordered. 
. On motion, the vote taken on yesterday, referring the report 
from the Post-office Department to the Committee on Post- 
offices and Post-roads, was re-considered; and report taken up, 
and read. 
Mr. Warren moved the printing of one hundred copies of 
said report- l Ul t. 
he ayes and noes were called for, on the motion, and stood 
thus: l . : 
Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Dial, Hanover, Hewitt, Holmes, 
Lewis, Matthews, Milby, Pennall, Robinson of B., Robinson of 
S., Scurry, Sparks, Warren and Williamson: 15. 
. Noes—Messrs. Caldwell, Caznéati, Crisp, Dennison, Fields, 
. Garza, Grimes, Hagler, Haynes, Hodge, Hunter, Parker, Portis, ` 
Walling, Ward and White: 16. Lost 
Mr. Cazneau offered the following resolution, to wit: 
Resolved, That the House of Representatives will, with the 
consent of the Senate, adjourn, to meet in regular session, at 
the ‘city of Austin, the capital of the Republic, on the first 
Monday in this month; it being the time and place designated 
by law, for said session,” 
Mr. Portis moved the adoption of said resolution. 
Mr. Warren called the gentleman to order; and contended 
that, under the rules of the House, the resolution would have 


83 
to lay upon the table one day, for consideration, before it eould 
be dispesed of. . 

The resolution requiring the concurrence of the Senate, the 
Speaker decided that the motion of Mr.. Portis was out of 
order,’ 

Mr. Robinson- of B., gave notice that he would, at sonic fu- 
ture time, appeal {rom tae decision of the Chair. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, the rule was'suspended, requiring 
the resolution to lay on the table one day for consideration. 

Mr. Portis- moved the adoption of the resolution, and sup- 
ported the motion, . 

Mr. Hagler, by permission of Mr. Porfis, moved the House 
adjourn until 3 o'clock. 

Mr. Williamson moved a call of the House. 

Carried, and Sergeant-at-Arms despatched for absentees; 

Mr. Williumson moved to suspend a “further call of the 
House. Lost. . 

Tne Sergeant-at-Arms returned, and reported. ‘that: Mr. 
Sherman was too uiwell to attend, and Mr. Hill was absent 
from town. 

Mr. Hewitt moved that the Sergeant'at- Arms be despatched 
for. Mr. Hill, of Robinson county; and that the House continue 
in session until he return, Lost: i 

On motion of Mr. Parker, a further ‘call of the House was 
suspended, 

Mr: Parket moved the House adjourn until 3 o'clock P. M. 

The ayes and noes were then called for on the motion | 
' and stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, ‘Caldwell, Cazneau; Crisp, Denni- 
son, Dial, Fields, Garza, Hagler, "Haynes, Hewitt, Hodge, 
Holmes, Hunter, Lewis, Parker, Pennall, Portis aud Whyte—19, 

Noes—Messrs. Grimes, Hanover, Matthew s, Milby, Peebles, 
Potter, Robinson of-.B., Robinson af S, Scurry, Spar ks, Wal, 
' ling, ‘Ward, "Warren and. Witlramson-—14. . 

- Carried, and House adjoürned until 3 o'clock P. M; 
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07 5 3 o'clock, p, M. 


The House met—roll: enlled—quor um present, 

The question-on the adoption of the resolution under con- 
sideration, was again supported by Mr; Portis. 

Mr. Williamson offered. the following as a. substitute for the 


resolution of Mr. Cazneau, to wit: l . 
A . a‘ 
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T Resolved, That the House’ of Representatives, with the’ 

concurrence of the Senate, will adjourn at 5 o'clock P. M., inst. - 

to meet at this place on Monday morning the Sth of the present 
month, at 10 o’cloék.” 

"T'he question on its ado ption, as a substitute, was aoe 
. by Messrs, Williamson, Sparks, aud Scurry; and opposed by 
Messrs. Portis, Caldwell, ‘Fields, and- Lewis. 

Mr. Williamson withdrew his substitute, for the resolution 
under consideration. 

Mr. Caldwell moved the previous question. 

"Phe question, “Shall the main question be now put?” was 

ut; and the ayes and noes were cal led for on the motion, and - 
stood as follows: 

Ayes—-Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Penin: Fields, Garza, 
Hagler, Haynes, Holmes, Hunter, Lewis, Portis, Potter, Robin- 

-son of B., and Ward-—14. 

-Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, Hew- 
itt, Hodge, Matthews, Milby, Parker, "Pennall, Robinson of S., 
Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Warren and Williamson—17. Lost. 

Mr, Williamson then | offered the following, as a substitute for 

- the resolution of Mr. Cazneau, to wit; 

* Resolved; That the House of Representatives, with the 
concurrence of the Senate, will adjourn at 12 o'clock M,, to- 
morrow, to meetatthis place on Monday mornin the Sth of 
the present month, at 10 e’clock.,” 

On ‘motion of Mr. Cazneau, a call of the House was made, 
and the Sergeant-at-Arms despatched for absent members. 

The Sergeant-at- Arms returned, and reported that Mr. Sher- 
man was too unwell to attend, and Mr. Hill was not in town. 
i Parker moved to snspend a further call af the House. 

ost. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, a farther call of the Hotise was 
suspended. 

. Mr. Potter. moved the House aduen until [0 o'clock to- 
morrow morning, 

The ayes aud noes were called for on the motion, and stood 
as follows: 

Ayes— Messrs, Caldwell, -Caznean, , Dennison, Fields, Garza, 
c pon quen Homes. Hunter, Portis, Potter, and Robinson | 
"0 M. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker Crisp, Dial, Grimes, seer Hew- 
itt, Hodge, Lewjs, Matthews, Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, 
Robinson of S. Seurry, Sparks, Walling, Hu Warten, 
wW nyia and Williamson 721. Lost, 
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On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, re- 
quiring members to be present when the question was put, to 
entitle them to a vote; and Messrs. Williamson, Potter, and Por- 
tis, were appointed a committee to wait upon Mi. Sherman, and 
receive his vote on the adoption of the substitute af Mr. Wil- 
liamson. : 

‘Mr. Potter offered the following, as an amendment to the 
substitute of Mr. Williamson, to wit: 

* Be it Resolved, That the House of Representatives, with 
the concurrence of the Senate, will adjourn until the 1st Moa- 
day in March; and that both Houses of Congress then organize, 
and proceed, forth with, to the West, and join the army, in the 
expedition over the Rio Grande; and that the President of tha 
Republie, General Sam. Houston, be invited to take command 
of the expedition." 

The ayes and noes were called for, on its adoption, and stood 
ns follows : i i 

Ayes- Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Dennison, Fields, Garza, 
Hagler, Haynes, Holmes, Hunter, Portis, Potter and Robinsen 
of B.,——12. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, Hew- 
itt, Hodge, Lewis, Matthews, Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, 
Robinson of S., Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warren, 
Whyte and Williamson—21. 

Lost, and amendment rejected. 

Mr. Portis moved the House adjourn until 9 o'elock to-mor- 
row morning. 

Lost. 

Mr. Robinson, of B., moved to strike out the words «this 
place,” and insert “ Nacogdoches.” 

The ayes and noes were called for on the motion, and stood 
thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Dennison, Fields, Garza, 
Hagler, Haynes, Hunter, Portis and Robinson of B.,—10. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, Hew- 
itt, Hodge, Holmes, Lewis, Matthews, Mi'by, Parker, Peebles, 
Pennall, Robinson of S., Scurry, Sparks, Wailing, Ward, War- 
ren, White and Willilamsen—-22. 

— Lost. 

Mr. Cazneau moved to strike out the words “ this place,” and 
insert * Galveston." Lost. mE 

Mr. Portis then moved to strike out the words “this place,” 
and insert ‘San Felipe". : 

Lost. 
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The ayes and noes were then called for, on the adoption of 
the substitute, and stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, Hew- 
itt, Hodge, Matthews, Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, Robin-. 
son of S., Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Warren, Whyte and Wil- 
liamson —18. 

a Caldwell, Cazneau, Dennison, Fields, Garza, 
Hagler, Haynes, Holmes, Hunter; Lewis, Portis, Potter, Robin- 
" gon of B, and Ward—14. 

- Carried, and substitute adopted. 

Mr. Hunter moved the House adjourn until 9 o’clock to-mor- 
row morning. Lost. 

Mr. Caldwell moved the House adjourn until 10 o'clock to- 
morrow morning. 

"The ayes and noes were called for, on the motion, and stood 
as follows: 

Ayes— Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneatt, Dennison, Fields, Garza, ' 
Hagler, Haynes, Holmes, Hunter, Lewis, Peebles, Portis, Pot- 
ter, Robinson of B., and Whyte—15. 

Noes— Messrs, Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, Hew- 
itt, Hodge, Matthews, Milby, Parker, Pennall, Robinson of S., 
Scany, Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warren and Williamson—18. 

ost, 

Mr. Parker then moved the adoption of the resolution. 

T he ayes and noes were called for, on the motion, and stood 
tans: : 

A yes—Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, Hew- 
itt, Hodge, Matthews, Milby, Parker, Peebles, ' Pennall, Robin- 
son of B, Robinson of S. ; Scurry, Sparks, W alling, Warren and 

Wii Hiamson——19, 

Nues——M. ssrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Dennison, Fields, Garza, 
Hagler, Haynes, Holmes, Hunter, Lewis, Portis, Potter, Ward, 
and. "Whyte-. 11. 

Carried and resolution adopted. 

Mr. Robinson, of B., gave notice, that he would move a re- 
consideration of the vote just taken. 

On motion of Mr, Portis, the House adjourned until 9 

"e'elock, to-morrow mor ning, 
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E: 7 BUNDAY, Dec. Ath, 10, A. M. 


The House met "€ to adjournment. . 

The roll being called the following members answered to 
their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, Fields, 
Grimes, Hanover, Haynes, Hewitt, Hodge, Holmes, Hunter, 
Matthews, Milby, Parker, Peebles, "Portis, Potter, Robinson of . 
B; Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warren, Whyte and Wil- 
liamson. i 

A quorum present—the Journals of the preceding day 
. were read and adopted. 

Mr. Warren, moved a re-consideration of the vote adopting 
the Resolution. adjourning the present session of Congress (c. 
Mr. Portis, moved a call of the House— Carried. 

À quorum present 

On motion, a further call was suspended. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the rule was suspended, requiring 
members to be present when the question is put to entitle them .. 
to a vote; and 

On motion, Messrs. ‘Portis, Grimes and Ward, weré appoint- 
ed a Committee to wait upon Messrs. Sherman and Peebles, 
and receive their votes upon t.e motion for a re-consideration. 

'The ayes and noes were called for on the motion to re-con- 
sider the vote adopting the resolution to adjourn the present 
Session, and stood as follows: 

'"Áyes—- Messsrs. Caldwell, Cazneau Dennison Pide Garza, ` 
Hagler, Haynes, Hone , Hunter, Lewis, Portis, Potter, Robin- 
son of B. aud Ward; 

Noes-—Messrs, SE Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, Hewett, 
Hodge, Matthews, Miiby, Parker, Pennal, Robinson of S; 
Scurry, Sparks, Wailiug, Warren, Whyte, and Williamson; 18. 
Carried. - i 

On motion of Mr. Warren, the Clerk was instructed to trans- 
mit said resolution to the Senate.  . 

Mr. Caldwell, moved that the House adjourn —Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Warren, the House adjourned until 10 


o'clóck, to-morrow moming. 
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Monpay Dec. Bib, IA M. 


"The House met pu rsuant to ajournment.: 

The roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names: : 
. . Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial. Grime’, ‘ Hanover, Hewiti, 

"Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Lewis, Matthaws,: Milby, Parker, Peebles, 
Peunall, “Potter; Robinson of B, Robinson of S., Scurry, 
Sparks, Walling, Waid, Warren, Whyte and Williamson. 

"P here not being a quorum present: 

The Sergeant at-Arms was despatched for absentees. He ° 
returned and report.d that.Mr. Sherman was too unwell to 
attend, and there was no other member in town. 

' On motion of Mr. Williamson the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock P. M. : 
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: 3 o'elock P. M. 
The House met--roll E E nat a quorum present: 
On motiun of Mr. Robinson of B., the House adjourned until . 


11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


: “TUESDAY, Dec. 6th, 11, A. M. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. l 
The roll being called the following members answered to 

their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, Hewett, 
. Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Lewis, Matthews; Milby, Patker, Peebles, 
Pennall, Potter, Robinson of S. Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward, 
Warren, Whyte and Williamson. 

There not béing a quorum present, the Sergeant-at- -Arms was 
dispatehad. for. absentes. He returned ag reported that Mr. 
.. Portis was in town but refused to attend. 

Mr. Hill, moved that the members of the House of Represent- 

: alives of the seventh Congress, now meet, pursuant to the ' 

proclamation of the President, Beanie date the 91st day of Nov. 


+ 
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1842; and that the Clerk commence a new journal, by stating, 
in addition to the above, that the Speaker of the House appeared 
aud took lis seat; also, naming the officers of the ‘House of 

Representatives of the seventh Congiess, and enrolling the 
names of the members present-—Lost. 

The Hon. Nathan Halbert, of Jefferson County, presented 
his cred ntials, took the oath and his szat, 

Mr. Whyte moved that the Honse adjourn until 10 o'clock, 
to-morrow morninz— Lost. ` 


On motion of Mr. Robinson of S., the House adjourned until 
3 o'elock, P. M. 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


The House met— roll ealled —and not a quorum present. 

Mr. Hewitt, stated that Mr. Dial was unwell, and asked to be 
excused from attendance unléss he wculd form a quorum—Ex- 
cuse accepted. 

Mr. Ward informed the House, that Mr. Whyte was too 
unwell to attend—Excused., : 

Mr. Potter, stated that Mr. Robinson of B. was unwell, and 
could not attend owing to the inciemency of the weather—Ex- 
cused from attendance, : 

Mr. Williamson, moved the House adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. Lost. 

Mr. Williamson, moved the House adjourn until 9 o ‘clock to- 
morrow morning. Lost. 

On motion of sir. Crisp, the vote was re-considered refusing 
to adopt the motion of Mr. Hill. 

Mr. Warren. moved the House adjourn until 11 o'clock to- 
morrow morning. Lust. 

On motion of Kir. Potter the House adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning, 10 o’clock. ET" 


Wenpnespay, Dec. 7th, 10, A. M. 
3 ? 4 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll being called the following members answered tp 
their names; 


an | 
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' Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Halbert, Hanover 
Hewitt, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Lewis, Matthews, Parker, 
Peebles, Pennall, Potter, Robinson of S., Scurry, Sparks, 
Walling, Ward, "Warren, Whyte and Willi amson, 

There not being à quorum present: 

' The Ser geánt-at- Arms was dispatched for absentees. He re- 
turned and - reported that Méssrs. Milby and Sherman, were too 
unwell to attend, and that Mr. Portis would attend so soon as 
his presence would form a quorum. No other members ig 
town. 

* Mr. Hill, moved to take up the motion made: ‘by himself on 
yesterday, Carried. 

Mr. Orisp, moved a call of the House." Lost. 

Mr. Hewitt, moved that the House adjourn until 3 o'clock, 
P. M. Lost. 

The ayes and noes were called for on the motion of Mr. Hill, 
and stood as follows: 

Ayes--Messrs, Speaker, Crisp, Halbert, Hanover, Hill, Hedge, 
Holmes, Matthews, Peebles, Pennall, Potter, Ward, Warren 
and Whyte; 14. 

Noes—-Messrs. Dial, Lewis. Parker, Robinson cf S., Scurry, 
Sparks, Walling and W illiamson; 8. 

. Carried and motion adopted. 
Messrs. Grimes and Hewitt were excused from voting. 


WEDNESDAY, Dec, 7th, 1842, 


On motion of Mr. Hill, the House of Representetives met 
pursuant to the Proclamation of the President, bearing date the 
2ist Nov. 1842. 

Toe Hon. N. B. Darnell, -Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, seventh Congress, : 'ppeared and took his seat. (7 
. The roll being called, the iollowisg members were present 
and answered to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Grimes, Halbert, Hanover, Hill, 
Hodge, Holmes, Matthews, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, Potter, 
Robinson of S., Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warren, 
Whyte and Williamson. 

The names of the Counties were then, called, when Messrs. 


= 40 

Wm. M. i Hewitt and John, Dial of Shelby Gana and Mr. A, 

M. Lewis of Colorado County answered. 

Mr. James H. Raymond, Chief-Clerk. 

- Mr. Thomas Henderson, Assistant Clerk. 
Mr. Benjamen, F. Hill, Engrossing Clerk. 
Mr. James M. Long, Euroling Clerk. 
Mr. R. B.. Wallace, ; Sergeant- at:Arms. z 
Mr. Wm. C ckburn,. Door keeper. .. 
Officers of the seventh Congress, were in attendance and 

ready tó perform their several, duties, 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the Nergeant-at- Arms was furnished 
with a list of the absent members, ‘and instructed to report to- 
` morrow morning at lO o'clock, . 
|». On moticn of Mr. Mill, the. House adjourned until to. 
morrow morning » 10 o'clock. . ; . j 


* + 


 "THunspAv, Dec. Sth, 10, A. M. 


The House met pursuant to'adjcurnment. 
The roll being called the following members answered to 
: their names: , 

Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, "Dial, Grimes, Halbert, Haddvon 
Hewitt, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Lewis, Matthews , Milby, Parker, 
Peebles, Pennall, Potter, Robinson of B; Robinson of S., Scur- 
ry, Sparks, Walling, W ‘ard, Warren, Whyte and Williamson. 

There not being a quorum present, "the Sergeant-at-Arms was 
dispatched for absent members. He returned accompanied by 
Mr. Sherman, making a quorum, 

` The Journals of the 4th, oth, Gt, and: Tth, were read and 
adopted. 

Mr. Matthews presented the petition of Messrs. Hughes, 
* Cambell and Moore, which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands,  : 

Mr. Crisp presented the petition of Daniel Draper, which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mi. Matthews, moved to reconsider the vote adopting the 
motion of Mr. Hill on yesterday.  ” . 

Mr.. Grimes, moved the House adjourn. until 3 o'clock, P. M. 


Lost. 


e 
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On motion of Mr. Williamson, the motion of Mr. Matthews 
was laid on the table. — 

Mr. Potter moved a eall of the House: 

Lost, 
On motion of Mr. Parker the House adjoiar ned stil 3 9 'elock, 
P. M. 


2 


y 
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. 3 clock, P; M. 


The House met—roll called and not a quorum present, 

The Sergeant-at-Arms was -dispatched for absent members. - 
He retürned and reported that Mr. Sherman was too unwell t 
attend. Mr. Portis appeared making a quorum. 

Mr. Sparks offered: the following resolütion. 

5 Resolved, ‘That the standing Committees of ‘the called 
session of the 7th Congress, shall constitute and compose the 
* standing Committees of the present regular session.” 

Adopted. ` 
The Committee on Engrossed Bills, uL the following re- 
port. ; 


* 
* 


i Chores Room, Dace 3d, 1842. .. 

To the Eon. N. B. Darnell, Speaker of the Fouse of Rep- 

resentatives. - . 
The Committee on Bugas Pills have examined a bill to 

be entitled *An Act, providing for.the session of the seventh 

Congress at Washington, and for other purposes;” aud find the 


same correctly Engrossed.. 
E M. LEWIS, Chairman. 


ks motión of Mr. Sei, tlie above report was im on t the 
tabie 

Mr. Sparks offered the following resolution. 

“Resolved, That the House of Representatives, with the con- 
currence “of the Senate, do how adjourn until the 20th inst.” 
Dec. 8th, .1842. 
^ Mr. Portis, moved tp suspeng? the rule requiring the above 
resolution to lay on the,table one day for consideration. 

Lost, and regolution laid on the table. 

On aridi Robinson of B., the Housé adjourned until 
10 e'clock to-morrow dll ; 

5 : 
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Fnipav, Dec. 9th, Ío; å. M. 


' Fie House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Tne roli being called the following members answered to 
their names: 

Messrs, Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Halbert, Hanover, 
Hewitt, Hill, Hedge, Holmes, Lewis, Matthews, Milby, 
Parker, Peebles, Ponnall, Potter, Robinson of S. Scurry, Sparks, 
Y alling, Ward, W arren Whyte and Williamson. 

Not a quorum present, 

The Sergeant-at-Arms was dispatched for absent members. 
He returned and reported that Mr. Sherman was unwell, but | 
would attend if his presence would forma quorum, Wo other 
members In town. 

Bir. Warren, moved that the Sergeant-at-Arms bo dispatched 
for Mr. Robin son of B. 

Mr. Scurry, moved to amend by inserting, with a warrant 
of arrest. 

rae ween and carried. : i ; 

Mr. Crisp, moved a reconsideration of the voie just taken. 

Lost, 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, the vote was re considered, 
refüsing to re-consider. 

The vote was then re considered, dis; atehing the Sergeant. at- 
Arms with a warrant of arrest. 

Mr. Robinson of B., appeared and answered to his name. 

Mr. Crisp, moved a call of the House. 

Carried, and Sergeant-at-Arms dispatched for Mr. Sherman. 

Mr. Robinson of B., moved to suspend a further call. 

Lost, 

Mr. Sherman appeared and answered to his name. 

On motion of Mr. Crisp, the House adjourned until 
o'clock P. M. 


P 


3 o'elcek, P. M. 

The House met—roli cailed—quorum present, | 

The Journal ofthe preceding day was read and adopted, 

‘The Secretary of the Senate, informed the House that tlie: 

Senate had erganized in regular session, and were now ready 
to proceed to business, - 


AS 7 

Mr. Lewis, moved to take up the notion of Mr. Matthews, 
inade on yesterday to re-consider the vote adopting the mation 
of Mr. Hill, ay 

Lost. - . 

On motion of Me. Crisp, the Chief Clerk of the House, was 
instructed to inform the Senate, that the House of Representa- 
tives is now organized in regular session, and ready to proceed 
: to business. : 

Mr. Crisp, presented a memorial of sundry citizens of Lamar 
county, for the relief of William Baley, which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr, Parker, presented the petition of Jacob Tator, which was . 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Lewis, presented the petition of sundry Germans, which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. ` 

Mr. Seurry, by leave introduced * A Bill to repeal the Tariff, 
and to declare the poms of 'l'exas free.” Read a 1st time. 

Mr. Matthews, by leave introduced “ A Bill, making appro- 
priations fur the expenses of the called session of the seventh 
Congress.” Read a Ist time, 

Mr. Matthews, moved a stispensicn of the rule requiring a 
bill to be read three several days. 

Tbe ayes and noes were called for on the motion and stood 
as follows: a 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Hanover, Hewitt, Hodge, 
Lewis, Matthews, Milby, Pennall, Robinson of S., Walling, 
Warren, Whyte ond: Williamson; 15. 

Noes-—Msssrs. Grimes, Halbert, Hill, Holmes, Parker, 
Peebles, Potter, Robinson of B. Scurry, Sherman, Sparks and 
Ward; 12, 

It requiring two thirds to suspend a rule the motion was lost. 

Mr, Parker, by leave introduced “A Joint Resolution, repeal- 
ing in part a joint resolution, entitled a joint resolution, relating 
to elections for the depopulated districts, approved June 5th 
1527." Read Ist time. » 

Mr. Lewis, moved the rejection of said bill, which was sup- 
ported by Messrs, Lewis, Crisp, Matthews, Robinson of B, 
Warren, Po:ter and Hill; aud opposed by Mr. Parker. 

_ Theayes and noes were called for onthe motion. 

There not being a quorum present, 

On motion of Mr, Lewis, a call of the House was made, aud 
Sergeant-at- *rms dispatched for absent members. He returned 
and a quorum present, | 

On motion, a further call was suspended. 


The ayes and noes were then called for on the ‘motion to 
reject the bill, and stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Halbert, Hanover, 
Hewitt, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Lewis, Matthews, Milby, 
Peebles, Pennall, Potter, Robinson of B., Robinson of S., 
Scurry, Sherman, Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warren, Whyte and 
Williamson: 95. ; 

Noes— Messrs. Grimes and Parker; s 

Carried. . 

Mr. Grimes, by leave introduced “A Bill, to repeal in part 
an act, to provide for the return of surveys, for the collection of s 
Government dues on land, and for other purposes." Read lst 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., rule suspended, and bill 
redd 2d time; and 

On motion was referred to the Comites on Public Lands, 
with instructions to report to-morrow. 

Mr. Lewis, moved that a special Committee be appointed, 
with instructions to draw up a bill for the protéction of the 
Western frontier. 

Mr. Robinson of B., moved to amend the motion, by request- 
ing the Speaker to appoint members, in lieu of the absent mem- 
bers of the Military Committee, and that said Committee be 
instructed to draft a bill for the protection of the Western - 
frontier. l 

Accepted, and motion carried. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, Mr. Robinson of B, was added to 
the Committee on Finanee. 

On motion of Mr. Crisp, the House deuie until . 10 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


SATURDAY, Dec. 10th, 10, A. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. "The roll: ‘being 
called the following members answered to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Urisp, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, Halbert, Hew- 
itt, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Lewis, Matthews, Milby, Parker, Pee- 
bles, Pennall, Potter, Robinson of B., Robinson of S. , Scurry, 
Sherman, Spar! is, Walling, Ward, Warren, Whyte and Wil- 


liamson. 
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A quorum. present—the - Journal of the preceding day was 
rcad ead adopted. 

. Mr. Robinson, of B., presented the following communication, l 
to wit: 

To the Hon. Speaker of the House of Represeniatives : 

Sır :—l request, through you, to transmit to the House of 
. Representatives, this my 'resigaation as a member of the seventh 
Congress of the Republic. 

. A Yours. respectfally, " "m 
. (Sigued,) JNO. CALDWELL. 

: On motioh of Mr. Robinson of.B., the above communication 
was ordere& to be transmitted to,the State Department, 

Mr. Halbert presented the memorial of sundry citizens of 
Jefferson county, for. the relief of. Wm. Ashworth, and others, 
which was referred to the SONARE on the State of the Re- - 

ublie. . 
i The Committee on Public Lands made the following. report, 
(wit: — 
: “Colca OR ? i 
December 10th, 1842. 
To ji Fon. N, H. Dur nell, 
i Speaker. of the House v Repr esentatives. l 

"The Committee on Public Lands, to which was referred “A 
Bill to repeal, in part, ‘An Act to provide for the return of sur- 
veys, for the eollection of governinent dues on lands, and for 
other purposes," have had .the same under consideration, ‘and - 
beg leave to report a SEUNG therefor, and recommend its pass 
sage, - . 

E . M. W.. MATTHEWS; Olei: 

‘Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. "5 

. Mr. Williamson offered the following reselution, to wit : 

“Resolved, ‘That the Committee on. Military Affairs be in- 
structed to take into consideration the’ propriety and necessity of 
an adequate system ef frontier protection, or defence ; and that 
they report by 2 Or PODES as early as practicable, to this 
House.” 

Adopted. 

Or motion of Mr. Rosie, of B.,the Housé then proceeded 
to dispose of the business on the Speaker's t table, and to the 


‘ORDERS OF THE DAY.’ 
“A Bill to repeal the Tariff; and to declare tlie d if Texas . 
, free.” Read a.2d time. 
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Afr. Tijbiusou of B., moved its referenee to the Committee 
on Finance. 

‘The ayes anc noes were called for, on the motion, and stood 
thus: i ) 

A Messrs. Grimes, ifalbert, Eanover, Hill, Hodge, 
Holmes, a e atthews, NUR Peeb! es, Potter, Robinson “of 
Ba Sherman, Ward, Warren and Williamson—16, 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Crisp. Dial, Hewitt, Parker, Pennall, 
Robinson of S, Scurry, Sparks, Walling and Wh yte 

Carr’ed, aud bill referred to the Finauce Committee, 

«A Bill making appropriations for the expenses of the called 
session of the seventh Calera Read a 2d time. 3 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, that part roldiing to “Ist 
session” was stricken out; aud, on motion, the bill was referred 
to the Committee on Fi inance, With instructions to report on - 
Monday morning 19 o'ciock. 

« A Bill to repeal, in part, ^ Au Act to provide for the return 
of surveys, for the eollection of government dues on land, and 
for other purposes," was taken up, and substitute of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands adopted. 

Mr. Scurry moved to strike out * 1811," and insert * 1846,” 
in Ist section. 

The ayes and noes were cailed for, on the motion, and stood 
thus: 

Ayes—2lessrs, Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes E Hew- 
itt, Hodge, Holmes, Lewis, Matthews, Par ker, Robinson of B., 
Robinson of S. , Sourry, Sherman, Sparks and Walling—17. 

Noes— Messts. Ha albert, Hill, Milby, Peebles, Pennail, Potter, 
Ward, Warren, Whyte and Williamson —10. 

Carried. 

Mr. Williamson moved the House adjourn until 10 o'clock 
Alonday morning. Lost. : 

Mr. Hill moved the House adjourn until 9 o'elock Monday 
morning. Lost. 

- Mr. Warren moved the ; House adjourn uhtil 11 o'clock Mon- 
day morning. Lost. 

Mr. Lewis, by leave, introduced “A Bill to repeal an act 
entitled «An Act to regulate the collection of Impost Duties, ? 
approved 23d July, 1849, Read a Ist time. 

Mr; Scurry moved the House adjourn until 3 e'eloek P. M, 

“dr. Robinson of B, moved the House adjotrn until 9 
o'clock Monday morning. -Lost. 

Mr. Warren moved'the House adjourn until 19 o’clock 

Monday morning. Lost. 
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Mr, Robinson of B., moved tie’ House adjourn until half 
alter 9 o'clock, Monday morning. Lost. 

‘Mr. Hill off2red the following resolution, to wit: 

& Resolved, That the House of Representatives will not eon- 
sider of any petition for divorce during the present session of 
Conzress.” ` 

Laid on the table one day for consideration. 

Qu motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the House adjourned until 
10 o'clock, Monday morning. 


i 


Moxpav, Dec. 12th, 10, A. M. 


The House met putstiant to adjournment.” 

The roll being called, the following members answered to 
thelr names. 

Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Halbert, Hanover, 
Hewitt, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Lewis, Matthews, Milby, Parker, 
Peebles, Pennall, Potter, Robinson of B., Robinson of 8, 
Scurry, Sherman, Sparks, Ward, Warren, White and William- 


' Son. 


There being no quorum present: « ` 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, the roll of counties was called, 
and the Hon. J. W. Bower of Refugio county, presentéd his 
credentials and took the oath of office and his seat. — 

A quorum present. 

‘ihe Journal of Saturday last was read and adopted. 

Mr. Parker, presented the petition of Elizabeth Washburn, 
Armsted Bennet and others, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Grimes, presented the petition of R. G. Green, which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Crisp, presented the petition of Wm. Barker, which was, 
on motion of Mr. Robinson of B., laid on the.table until called 
up. 

Mr. Williamson, presented ‘the petition of W. L. Herding, 
which was referred to the Committee on the State of the Re- 
public. : 

Mr. Sparks, presented the petition of Wm. L. and Martha A. 
Smyth; also, the petition of Nathaniel Killaugh, which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on the State of the Republic. 
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Mn Sherman, ened. the T of George S. Stratten,. 

which was referred to the Committee on the State of the Re- 
ublic. : y 

s Mr..Robinson of S., presented the petition of Nanis Pres: ` 

nall, which was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Republic. 

Mr. Dial presented the petition of Helen Moorman; ; also, the 
petition of Abigail B. Kendall, which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the State of the Republic. 

The Committee on Engrosed Bills, Mr. Lewis chairman, ` 
reported, that they had examined and found correct “A Bill to 

-repeal in part an act to provide for the return of surveys, for the 
collection of Government dues on land, and Honour porposes d 

Report adopted. 

The Committee on Pinos G. W. Hill diu to hori 
was refeired the petition of Wm. Baley, reported the same back 
to the House, and recommended that the prayer of the petitioner 
be not granted. . 

Report adopted. 

Also, the plows reports 


* 


: ComaurrTEE-R 00x, ( 
December 12th, 1842, Y 
To the Hon. N. H. Dar nell, 
` Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
. "The Committee on Finance, have had under consideration 
“ A Bill, making appropriations for the expenses of the seventh 
Congress" and have instructed me to report a substitute, trans- 
fering a certain appropriation as contingent fund for the seventh 
Congress, believing that the other appropriations contemplated 
in said bill, may more properly be made in a general appropria- 
tion bill, after the Committee and the Congress shall determine, 
from a more thorough examination of our resourees, upon a 
financial policy for the succeeding year. 
G. W. HILL, chairman. 
Which report was received, and bill leid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 
Mr.- Matthews, offered the following resolution: 
` « Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed 
to enquire into the expediency of reinstating the Judicial coun- ; 
‘ties in conformity to the Constitution, as determined by the 
Supreme Court, and to report thereon as sooli as practicable.” 
Adopted. 
Mr. Hill offered the following resolution: 
Te That the President be requested to furnish to this 
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Yjonse, such inforiaatioh as he may: possess, rélative to ihe 
probability of a fütüre invasion of our territory by a-foreign 
enemy, and such correspendence as may be at his command on : 
that subject. 7 

On motion of Mr. Warren, the rule was Suspended requiring 
the above resolution to lay on the table.one day for considera- 
tion. d 

` Mr. Robinson of B., offered. the’ fellow ing amendment, jo wil: 

Add, “if in his view compatible with the, publie interest.” 

Adopted; and resolution as amended adopted." 

Mr. Milby, by leave introduced “A Joint Resolution for the 
the relief Wm. B: Williamson. Read Ist time. 

Mr. Hill offered the following resolution: * 

* Resolved, That the Committee on Retrenchment, be in. 
structed to inquire into, and report to this House as early as 
practicable, what amount will be necessary to appropriate, to. 
sustain upon the most econcmical and efficient plan, during 
the year 1843—the following Depártments of-Government. 

The Treasury Department, 'Phe.State Department. ‘The 
Office of Attorney General. And the General Land- Office. 

` Adopted. l 
. A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
' House that they had adopted ** A Résolution to adjourn’ sine diz 
on the 2d of January.” . 

Mr. Hill offered the féllowing resolution: . 
- © Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instruct- 
ed to enquire into the expediency of keeping our Navy afloat, 
: and report, to this House as early as practicable, what amount it 
will be necessary for the' Congress to appropriate | for that. 
' purpose,” 4. A 
© Adopted. l ` ' 

Mr. Williamson, by; leave introduced’ ^ A Bil ll, more effecta. 
ally to quiet and protect the possession of personal property, 
and to prevent the taking-thereof by fraud or violence. Read 
Ist time.’ 

Mr. Williamson, by leave initreduced 4 ABI; concerning the 
removal of the Archives and property belonging to the Re- 
public, to the town of Washington.” Read Ist time. ' 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the House proceeded to dispose of 
the business on the Speaker’ stable and to the ', ` 


"ORDERS OF THE DAY : 
On motion of Mr. Grimes; e A Res olution declaring that the 
G . © ^ 
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House will not consider of any petition for divorce during the 
present session,” was taken up and rejected. 

** A Bill, to repeal in part an act, to provide for the return of 
surveys, for the collection of Government dues on land, and for 
_other purposes.” Read 3d time. 

The ayes and noes were called for, on its passage, and stood 
thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, Hew- 
' itt, Hodge, Holmes, Lewis, Matthews, Milby, Parker, Pennall, 
Robinson of B., Robinson of S, Scurry, Sherman, Sparks, 
Walling, and Williamsen—29. 

Noes-—Messrs. ‘Bower, Halbert, Hill, Peebles, Potter, Ward, 
Warren and Whyte--8. 

Carried, and bill finally passed, 

oA Bill, making appropriations for the expenses of the 
seventh Congress,” was taken up and Substitute of the Commit- 
tee on Finance adopted; and, 

On motion, bill ordered to be Engrossed. ` 

“A Bill, to repeal an act, entitled an act, to regulate the collec- 
tion of impost duties, approved July 23d, 184 27 Read 2d time, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. i 

A Resolution, for the adjouinment of Congress “sine die" 
January 2d. Read Ist time. 

Mr. Crisp, by leave introduced “A Bill to designate the 
Sonthern boundary of Lamar county, and for other. purposes.” 
Read Ist time. 

Mr. Crisp, moved the suspensidh of the rule requiring bills te 
be 1ead three several times, 

Lost. 

Mr. Potter, moved that the vacancies existing m the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs be filled by the Speaker, 

Carried. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, the vacancies wasting in the 
Committee on Publie Lands were filled by the addition of : 
Messrs. Seurry, Potter and Bower. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of S., Messrs. Hewitt and Pen. 
nall were added to the Committee on Retrenehment. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, Mr. Walling was substituted in 
the place of Mr. Crisp, on.the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Milby, Mr. Ward was added to the Com- 
mittee on Claims and Aaccounts, 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., Mr, Bower was added te 
the Committce on Military Affairs, 
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On motion of Mr. Sparks, Messrs. Hanover and Lewis were 

added to the Committee on County Boundaries. 

- On Motion of Mr. Robinson of B., Mr. Halbert was added to 
the Committee on the State of the Republic; also, to the Com- 
mittee ou Retrenchmeat. ' : 

On motion of Mr. Hill; Mr. Holmes was ‘granted leave of ab- 
sence for a few days. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock P. M. 


3 o'elock, P. M. 


The House met—roll called —qnorum present. 
The House proceeded to business. 
The Committe on Eugrossed Bills, made'the following re- 
oft. 
j AA Es Room: Dec. 12th none 
To the Hon. N. H. Darnell, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined “A Bill, 
transferring an unexpended appropriation for the contingent 
expenses of the seventh Congress,” and, find the same correctly 
Eingrosse. 

(Signed,) A. M. LEWIS, 
* ' yi ' Chairman. 
Report adopted. 

Mr. Lewis, by leave introduced “A Bill, to alter the time of 
- holding the District Courts in the County of Matagorda.” Read 
Ist time. 

Mr.. Williamson, moved the appointment of a Committee to 
confor with a like Committee on the part of the Senate, to con- 
traet for the printing of the laws of the Sven Congress, and 
the journals of the same. 

Carried; and 

On motion, the Committee on Public Printing « was Apollon 
said Committee, 

Mr. Matthews offered the following resalution: 

“ Resolved, That the Committee on Public Printing be re- 
quired to have printed, for the ase of the members of the House, 
three hundred copies of the report of the Chief Clerk of the 
_Post-office Bureau, and the tabular statement thereto annexed.” 
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Mr. Williamson, movéd to strike out “House,” and insert. 
“seventh Congress,” Eo. ck EM 
Accepted, —— ej '. . 
On motion of Mr. Seurry, the above resolution was laid on 
- the table. — . b xe o. : A 
Mr. Hanover, presented thé petition of Newton and Ruth 
` Cook, which was referred: to the Committee on the State of the. 
Republic. "US i 
Mr. Williamson, offered the following resolution: 
& Resolved, ''hat'the President be requested to furnish this 
House, with the copies of official reports nom the Army now; in 


the field, together with capies of the orders under which they 
have organiged.” i oO 
' Laid on the table one day for consideration. 

Mr. Hill offered the following resolution.. -— 
..* Reolced, That the Committee on Post-offices and Post- 
roads, be instructed to enquire into tle expediency of transport- 
ing the mail on the several routes as now established by law 
within the Republic; of ehangeing those routes so as to send a ` 
weekly mailfrom the seat of Government; to each-county in the 
Republic, with a semi-weekly mail from the seat of.Govern-; ` 
ment to Galveston; also, of establishing a general weekly route 
from East to West, via. seat of Government, and permitting the 
citizens to transport the mail weekly, by subscription, trom said 
general route, to the different countiés; to enquire what amount 
it will ke necessary for Congress to appropriate in addition to 
the probable amount of postage, to carry ‘into effect each of the 
foregoing systems, and report the result of their deliberations to 


this House as carly as practicable” 
Adopted. + 
Mr. Warren, moved the House adjourn unti! 10 o'elock te- 
morrow moming.  .- d ted MEA 
Lost. . : ; 


. Mr: Ponnall, presented the petition of Sinah Curtis, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State ofthe Republic.. 
Mr. Hill, moved the House adjourn until 10 o’clock temor- 
row morning, HE i 
Lost. . | l eS 
» Mr. Matthews moved to take np the report of the Chief Clerk 
of the Post-otfice Bureau. pi i E S 
Lost. Pd. LE A 
On motion of Mr. Robinson of S., the House adjourned until 
10 o'clock to-morrow morning. i . 


+ 
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Turespay, Dec. 13th, 10; A. M. 


The House met pursugnt to adjournment.- 

'The roll being called. the following members answered to 
their names: . 

Messrs, * Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, ‘Halbert, Hanover, 
Hewitt, Hill, Hodge; Lewis, Mathews, Milby, Parker, Peebles, 
Pennall, Potter, Robinson of S. Scurry, Sherman, , Sparks, 
Walling, W ard, Warren, Whyte ‘and Williamson. 

‘There not being a quorum present, tie Sergeant-at-Arms was 
- dispatched for absent members. C 
. He returned, and reported that Messrs., Bower and Robinson, 
of B., were not in town. 

.On motion of Mr. Warren, the Sergeant-at- Arms was des- 
patehed, to request the attendance of Messrs: Bower and. Rob. 
inson, of D. 

On thotion of Mr. W illiamson, the vote just taken was re- 
rape. and Mr. Warren, then, withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Robinson, of -B., appearéd and answered to his name. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, a call of the House was made, 
and Sergeant-at-Arms despatched for absent members. 

He returned, accompanied by Mr. Bower. 

. A quorum preseitt. 

` On motion of Mr. Hill, a further, call of the House was sus- 
pended, ` 

The Journal ot the preceding day was read and adopted. l 

Mr. Grimes presented the petition and claims of A. Taylor, 
which were referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Grimes presented the petition of Fred. Elm and Martha 
Elm; also, the petition of Mary Ann Boyer ; also, the petition 
‘or Lucinda Strother—which were rcs 2 the Committee on 
the State of the Republic. 

` Mr. Sherman presented the petition of Susa Dorson, which 
was refered to the Committee on the State of the Republic. . 

Mr. Hill presented the petition of Missouri Jane Wagner, - 
‘ which was referred to the Committee on the State of the Re- 
public. v. 

Mr. Williamson presented the petition of Sylvia and six 
children, and Sytvia their mother, which was referred to the, 
Committee on the State of the Republic. : 
The Committee on Retrenchment made the following report: ; 
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: ` Commirrer-Room, Dec. 13th, 1812. 
To the Aun. N. H. Drrnell, 
Speaker of the Howe of Representatives. 

In obedience to a resolution, instructing the Committee on 
Retrenchment to enquire into, and report, what amount will be 
necessary to appropriate, to sustain, upon the most economical 
and efficient plan, during the year 1813, the following depart- 
ments, viz :— Treasury Department, State Department, “Office cf 
. Attorney-General, and General Land-Office. 

Tie Committee beg leave to report, that they have examined 
into the subject embraced i in the resolution, and'are of opinion 
that the sum of $3,450 wil be necessary for tlie Treasury De- 
partment, viz :—- For the Secretary, $1,500; ‘Chief Clerk, $780; 
Assistant Clerk, $700; Contingent Expenses, $300. 

That the State Department "will require the sum of 87,600, 
viz:—For the Secretary, $1,500; Chief Cierk, $750; Assist- 
ant Clerk, $700; Contingent Expenses, $1,600. 

For the General Post-Office Bureau, one Chief Clerk, $730 ; 
one Assistant Clerk, $700; Contingent Fund, $300. 

For Attorney-General, $1,000; Contingent Fund for his 
office, $360. 

As the Commissioner of the General Land-Office is not los 
your committee have no means of determining the amount ne- 

cessary for that Department; but are of opinion, judging from 

the past, that the sum of $6,950 will be required, viz: for 

Commissioner, $1,500; one Draftsman, $700; one Chief 

Clerk, $700; for Assistant Clerks, $3,000; for a Contingent 

Fund, $1,000; making, in all, the sum of $18,000. Ail of 
which is respectfully submitted. 

(Signed) JESSE J. ROBINSON, 

Chairman. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the above report was referred to the 
Committee on Finance; and the Committee on Retrenchment 
was discharged froma further consideration of the resolution. 

The Committee on Public Lands, M. W. Matthews, Chair- 
man, to whom was referred the petition of J C. Evendburg, F. 
Ernst, aud others; also, the petition of Jacob Tator; also, the 
petition of Samuel Hughes, I2. H. Campbell, and James Moore, 
reported by bilis; which reports were received, and the several 
bills read Ist time. 

The Committee on Public Lands, M..W. Matthews, Chair- 
man, to whom was referred the petition of R. G. Green, reported 
that they had cerefully examined the same, and are of opinion 
that the claim is not sufficiently substantiated to justify a favor- 
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nble report thereon; your Committee, therefore, beg to be dis- 
charged from a further consideration-of the subject. 

Report adopted, 

Mr. Lewis offered the following resolution, to wit: 

« Resolved, That the Commitiee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to so alter the criminal law, as to define for what crimes 
persons shall be sent to the penitentiary ; and that they report 
by bill, or otherwise.” 

Adopted. : 

Mr. Crisp, by leave, introduced “A Bill to amend ‘An Aet 
granting land to Emigrants?” Read a Ist time. 

Mr. Whyte offered the following resolution, to wit : 

8 Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to enquire' into the expediency of limitlng, and re- 
stricting the provisions of an act to defect fraudulent land cer: 
tificates, and to provide for the issuing patents to legal claimants, 
to the term of one year, from, and after, the first day of Janua- 
ary, 1849. 

‘Adopted. f 

Mr. Hanover; by leave, introduced “A bill to define the 
boundaries of Brazos county.” 

Read a Ist time. 

Mr. Hodge, by leave, introduced “ A Bill supplementary to 
‘An Act regulnating the duties of Probate Courts, and the set- 
tlement of Successions, ” 

Read a Ist time. 

Mr. Peebles, by leave, introduced ** A Bill to repeal, in part, 
‘An Act concerning Executions?” Read a 1st time. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, Messrs. Potter, and Robinson of 
S., were added to the Committee'on the Judiciary. - 

On motion of Mr. Crisp, Messrs. Whyte and Warren were 
added to the Committee on Post-offices and Post-roads. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the House then proceeded to dis- 
pose of the business on the Speaker's table, and to the 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY.. 


t A: Resolution to adjourn, ‘sine die, the 2d January,” was 
taken up. 

Mr. Sherman moved to lay the resolution on the table. 

Lost. 

Mr. Potter moved to strike out “2d January,” and insert 
“16th instant.” 


Mr. Scurry called for a division of the question. 


The question io strike out was put and lost. i 

The question was then put, and resolution adopted. 

“sa Resolution, requesting information from the Presiden, 
relativeto the organization of the Army, &c.” Adopted. 

*A Bill to designate the Southern Boundary of' Lamar 
unt: and for other purposes." .Read a 2d time, and referred 
to the Committee on County Boundaries. 

« A Bill coneeruing the 1emoval of the: Archives, and pro- 
perty belonging to the Republic, to the town of Washington.” 
Read a 2d time. 

Mr. Sherman moved to lay the bill on the table, - 

On motion of Mr. Bower, a call of the House was made. 

A quoruri present. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of S., a further call of the House 
was suspended. 

The ayes and noes were then called, for*on the motion 
tolay on the table, and stood as follows: 

Ayes—-Messrs. - Bower, Halbert, Hill, Lewis, Matthews, Potter, 
Robinson, of B., Shernian and W ard.—9, 

Noes—. lessrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, Hew- 
itt, Hodge, Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, Robinson of S., 
Scur Fry, Spar! ks, Walling, Warren, Whyte and Williamson.--18. 

Lost. 

Mr. Potter moved to lay the bill on ths table until- the 26th 
insi; which was supported by Messrs. Potter, Lewis, Crisp, 
and Matthews; and cpposed by Messrs. Scurry, wW illiamson, 
Darnell, and Parker. 

The ayes and nocs were calied for o on the motion, ahd stood 
thus: 

Ayes—Messis. Bower, Crisp, Halbert, Hanover, Hill, Hodge, 
Lewis, Matthews, Peebles, Potter, Robinson of B., Sherman, 
Ward and Warren —14. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Dial, Grimes, Hewitt, Milby, Parker, 
Pennall, Robinson of S. Seurry A Sparks, Walling, Whyte 
and Williamson—13. 

Carried, and bili laid on the table until the 26th inst. 

On motion : Mr. Robinson of B. the House adjourned until . 
3 o'clock, P. ; 


3 o'clock P. M. 
The House met—roll called—and a quorum pres 
The House proceeded to business. 
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“Mir. Robinson, of B., presented "e senio of kober Peebles ; 


` which was referred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 


o 


Mr. Scurry presented. a memorial from the members.of the 
bar of the fifth, sixth, and seventh, judicial districts, which 
was referred to ‘the Committee on the J udiciary. | 

Mr. Matthews presented the petition of sundry citizens of Red 
River and ‘Lamar counties, in favor of C. Cannon, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Ward presented the petition of Jonathan: Bird. 

Mr. Matthews moved its reference to the Committee on the 


State of the Republic Lost; and, 


On motion of Mr. Grimes, s said. petition was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Ward presented the petition, of the heirs of Daniel Mc- 
Kinney, which was referred to the Committee on, Public Lands. 

Mr. Williamson moved to’ re-consider the vote adopting a 
resolution to adjourn “sine die,” January 9d. ' 

On motion of Mr. Hill, said motion was laid on the table 
until called up. 

Mr. Ward, by leave, introduced “A bill supplementary to 
‘An Act to divide the county of Red River; and to create and 
establish the counties of Bo wie and Lamar?” 

Read a Ist time. - 

Mr. Williamson moved, to suspend the rule, Hint. the bill 
might be read a 2d time, and referred. 

Lost. 

Mr. Potter, by leave, intr oduced a “A Bill to amend ‘An 
Act for the election of Sheriffs; Coroners, and Constables. ? 

Read a 1st time. 

Mr. Robinson, of B., offered the following resolution, to wit : 

“ Resolved, That the Committee ‘on the J udiciary be in- 
structed, to’ enquire into the propriety of so re- organizing the 
judicial distriets, that no inconvenience may result from the 
captivity of the Judge of the 4th PIR: and that they report 


. by bill, or otherwise.” 


~ Adopted. i 

Mr: Potter offered the following resolution to wit: (à 

“Be it resolved, That the Executive be requested to lay be- 
fore the'House of Representatives, all of the facts relative to the 
present situation of the Navy, now iu his possession." 

Laid on the table one day for consideration. 

Mr. Warren moved a re-consideration of the vote, laying “A 
Bill concerning the removal of Archives, &c” on the table un- 
til the 26th inst. . 
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On motion of Mr. Hill, said motion was laid on the table 
until called up. , 

Mr. Williamson, offered the following resolution to wit: 

** Resolved, That the members of the House of Representa- 
tives, now present, will continue in attendance, at the hours of 
adjournment, from day to day, until the business is disposed of,” 

Laidon the table one day for consideration. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the House proceeded to dispose of 
the business on the Speaker's table, and to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


* A Bill, transferring an unexpended appropriation for the 
Contingent Expenses of the 7th Congress,” 

Read 3d time, and passed. l 

A Bill, more effectually to quiet and protect the possession 
of personal property, and to prevent the taking thereof by fraud 
or violence." 

Read a 2d time, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

«A Bill to alter the time cf holding the District Court in the 
county of Matagorda.” 

Read 23 time, and referred to the Committe on the Judiciary: 

On moton of Mr. Bower, the House adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Wepyespay, Dec. 14th, 10, A. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjoarnment. 

The roll being called, the following members were present 
and answered to their names: 

Messrs, Speaker, Bower, Orisp, Dennison, Dial, Grimes, 
Halbert, Hanover, Hewitt, Hill, Hodge, Hunter, Matthews, 
Milby, Parker, Pecbles, Pennall, Potter, Robinson of B., Robin- 
son of S., Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warren, Whyte 
and Williamson. i 

A quorum present, the journal of the preceeding day was 
read and adopted, 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, Mr. Lewis was granted leave of 
absence until monday next, 
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Mr. Potter, presented the petition of R. Bache, which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts. . 

- Mr. Parker, presented the petition of Medissa Allsbury, 
which was referred to the Committee on the State of the Re- 

ublic. ; 
P The Committee on Public Lands, Mr. Matthews chairman, 
to whom was referred the petition of Elizabeth Washburn, 
Armsted Bennet and others; reported, by “A Joint Resolution 
for their relief? which report was received, and bill read Ist 
time. l 

The Committee on Claims and Accounts, W. P. Milby chair- 
man, to whom was referred the Claims of Nathan Taylor,” 
reported, that they did not find sufficient evidence of indebted- 
ness by the Government, to authorize the recommendation of the 
passage of a bill for his relief, they therefore reported the same 
back to the House, and asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration. 

Mr. Williamson, moved to lay the report on the table, and re- 
refer the petition to a select Committee. 

Mr. Hill, moved to amend the motion by laying the report on 
the table, and the petitioner have leave to withdraw his 
papers. S - 

Mr. Williamson called for a division of the question. 

The question to lay the report on the table was put and 
carried. . 

On motion of Mr, Robinson of B., the petition was re-com- 
mitted to the Committee on Claims and Accounts, 

Mr. Crisp, presented the petition of George W., Wright, 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Peebles, by leave introduced “A: Bill, to amemd an Act, 
the better to define the boundaries of Fort Bend county, and 
to alter the Southern Boundary of said county. Read 1st time, 

Mr. Warren, by leave introduced “A Bil to quiet marriages 
in the Republic of Texas.” Read 1st time. # 

On motion of Mr. Hunter, rule suspended, bill read 9d time 
and referred to the Committee on the State of the Repubic. 

Mr. Dennison, by leave introduced “A Sill, for the relief of 
the heirs and assigns of Octavius A. Cook, deceased. Read Ist 
time, 

Mr. Sparks, by leave introduced the following resolution, 

“Resolved, by the members of the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the seventh Congress, That in accordance with 
the provisions of the llth section of the general provisions of 
the Constitution, specifying the manner in which the Constitu-; 
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tion oi the Republie of Texas can be amended, we do hereby: 
recommer d, and propose the followjng amendments to said 
Constitution, viz; 

Ist. So amend the third sicion of the first article as to read,, 
“members of the House of Represontatives, shall be elected bi- 

ennially: and shall hold iheir office for two years from the date | 
of their etection. 

2d, So amend the eighth section of the first article as to read; 
^ Senators shall be chosen for the term of four years, &c.? 

3d. So amend section second, article third, as to read, *and 

ai Subsequent Presidents shall be elected for four years, and at 
he expiration of their term of service, to be eligible to re-elec- 
tion.” . ` 

4th. “And that the regular session of Congress shall be once 
in two years.” Read Ist time, and laid on the table one day for 
comsideraticn. 

Mr. Robinson of S., by leave introduced “A Bill, to amend 
the Probate law.” Reed Ist rs 

Mr. Dial, by leave introduced * A Bill, amendatory to an act, 
entitled au, acu to amend an ge to raise a revenue by direct 
taxation approved February 3th, 1842." Read Ist time; 

The House then proceeded to dispose of the business.on the 
Sneaer’s tabje, and to the . 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. ; 

« A Diii, to amend an act, for the election of Sheriffs, Coron- 
id and Constables.” Read a Ist timo, and referred to the Com- 

utice on ihe Judiciary. 

E Bill, to amend an act, to divide the eonnty of Red river 
aud create the counties of Bowie and Lamar. Read 2d time, and 
on motion, referred to the Committee on County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. W ard, the vote was re-considered referring 
said bill to the Committee on Couüty Boundaries, and bill 
ordered to be Ponce 

+A Resolution rel ative to the attendance of members at the 
honus of adjournment,” laid on the fable until called up. 

“A Joint Resointion for the relief of Samuel Hughes, E. H. 
Cambell and James Moore.” Read 2d ame, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

«A Resolution requesting information ro the President 
relative to the Navy,” was taken up. . . 

Mr. Hill oft:red the following amendment: - 

Add “if in his opmion compatible with tbe public interest.” . 

Adopted, and resolution as amended adopted, 


& 
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«A Bill to repeal in part an act, concerning Executions. dá 
Read'a 2d time, and referred to the Committee, on the Ju- 
diciary. ; Y 

«A` Bill to amend an act, granting iand to Emigrants, ap- 
proved January 4th, 1841.” Bead Zd time, and referred to the 
Committee on "Public Lands. 

“A Joint Resolution for the relief of Jatob Tator.” Read 9d 
time. 
. Mr, Robinson of B., offered the following amendment: 

Add “Provided that ‘said Jacob 'l'ator shall present to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, satisfactory proof 
previous to. his obtaining a patent, that ae has paid all the taxes 
on the same. . 

Adopted, E 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the first dri of the first section was 
transposed, so as to read 'tCommissioner of the General Land- 
Office." 

On motion bill ordered to be Engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Warren, Mr. Williamson was added to the 
tollowing Committees 

On Retrenehment—on Public Lands and on 1 Noval Affairs. 

Mr. Grimes offered the following resolutión: 

* Resolved, That the Committee on thelfudiciary, be required 
to enquire into the expediency of passing some law on the sub. 
ject of the confiscation of the estates of traitors and enemies of 
the Republic, and that, they he reqiutted to report by bill or 
otherwise.” 

Adopted. i , ] : 

Mr. Crisp offered the following resolution: 

* Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Republic 

take under consideration thé disposition tlíat shall be made of 
the forfeited lands of the Government, and that they report by 
bill or otherwise” l : 

Adopted. 

“A Bill to define the boundaries of Brazos county.” Read 2d 
time, and referred to the Committee on County Boundaries. 

On motion of Mr. Hanover, Messrs. Hill and Games were 
added to the Committee om County Boundaries. 

“A Bill to incodporate Herman’s University,” was taken 
up, and 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, was laid on the table. 

“A Bill for the relief of Wm. B. Williamson.” Read 2d time, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

“A Bill Supplementary to an aét, regulating the duties of 
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Probate Courts, and the settlement of successions,” was iaken 
up, and 

On motion of Ar. Robizson of B., laid on the table until 
calied up. | 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the House adjourned until - 
10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Tutrspay, Dec. 15th, 10, A. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll being called, the foilowing members answered to 
their names. 

Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Crisp. Dennison, Dial, Grimes, 
Hagler, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hil, Hodge, Hunter, 
Matthews, Milby, Parker, Peebles, Potter, Robinson of B., 
Robinson of S., Senrry, Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warren, 
Whyte and Williamgon. 

A quorum present*the Journal of the preceding day was 
read and adopted. 

Mr. Hagler presented the petition of David R, Stout, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the. Republic. 

Mr. Williamson presented the petition of Anthony B. Han- 
num, which was referred to the Committee on the State of the 

tepuble. Í e 

‘The Committee on Post-offices and Post-roads, made the fol- 

lowing report: 
COMMITTEE-RO0O0OM,, / 
December 15th, 1842. § 
To the Hon. N. H. Darnell, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Your Committe to whom was referred “A Resolution, in- 
structing them to enquire into the expediency of transporting 
the mail on the several routes as now established by law,” have 
had the same under examination, and will refer you to the re- 
port of the Pcst-office Department, of the 11th Nov. last, in ad- 
dition to this, we herewith submit to you the estimate furnished 
us by the Post-cfiice Department, 1n which it will be seen, that 
the transportation of the mail to every county seat in the Re- 
public, will cost $12,000 par funds per annum, which is not, ~ 
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more than half the amouut required for the present system ot 
transportation; we will furiher state, that on examination we 
find that the mail can be transported on one main route from 
San Antonio to Fort English in Fannin county, via, Sabine 
town, and from W ashington io iiouston, fora sum not more 
than half that required to sendit to all the county seats of the 
Republic. 
: (signed,) M. WARD. 
Chairman of Post-oflice Commiitee. 


$ 
On motion of Mr. Hill said report and accompanying state- 
ment, was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
The Committee on the State of the Republie made the follow- 
ing report: 
Commitrre-Room, ? 
December 15th, 1842. 4 
To the Hon. N. H. Darnell, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The Committee on the State of the Republic, to whom was 
referred the petition of Wm. Ashworth and others, have had 
the subject under consideration, and ask leave to make the fol- 
lowing report: 

The Committee learn that ihe petitioners are people of mixed 
blood, though nearly white. That they emigrated to Texas at 
an eatly day. That they are esteemed as good, orderly, in- 
dustrious persons. "That they have sustained. the "Government 
jn her struggle for Independence, with their property and per- 

-sonal service in the field. That they obtained certificates from 
the board of Land Commissioners of Jefferson county, for their 
head right to the lands they would have been entitled to, under 
the Mexican Government at the time they emigrated; which 
certificates, the board of Commissioners to investigate fraud- 
ulent land claims refused to recommend for patent, but the 
entire board, together with a number of the respectable citizens 
of the county of Jefferson, have recommended their claims tofthe 
favourable consideration of Congress. 

Your Committee without avowing any partiality for this 
description of population, have instructed me to report the ac- 
companying bill for relief of petitioners, and recommend its 
passage. 

(signed) JESSE GRIMES. 
Chairman. 
Which report was received and bill read Ist time. 
The Committee on Public Lands, M. W. Matthews chair- 
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mun, io W hom was'referred «the petition of Robert Peebles,” 
reported by “A Joint Resolution for his relief,” which report 
was received, and joint resolution read a Ist time. : 

Also, to whom was referred “A Joint Resolution for the relief 
of Wm. B. Williamson, reported the same back to the House 
without amendment and recommend its passage. 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of thé day. 

The Committee on. county Boundaries Wm. L. Hunter chair- 
man, to whom: was referred ** A Bill to designate the Southern 

boundary of Lamar county and for other purposes.” 

"Reported, by way of subsitute for the same, and recommend- 
ed its adoption; which report was received, ond bill laid on the 
table to come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Potter offered the following resolution: 

s Resolved, That the Executive be authorized and requested, 
to require the several District Attorneys throughout the Repub- 
lic, to put in suit all forfeited bonds due at the next term of the 
District Courts; and 

“Be it further rcsolzed, That ten per cent shall be allowed to 
each attorney,*pon all monies recovered.” 

Laid on the table one day for consideration. 

Mr. Hewitt by leave introduced *A Joint Resolution requir- 
ing Land Commissioners to issue certificates for head rights, to 
emigrants &e.” Read a Ist time. 

Mr. Crisp by leave introduced “A Bill for the relief of Ed- 
mund T. Jackson.” Read Ist time. 

A message was received from the Senate informing the House 
of the passage of “A Joint Resolution respecting printing; also, 
the appointment of Committee to conier with a like Committee 
on the part of the House, to contract for the printing for, the 
seventh Congress. 

Mr. Dennison by leave introduced “A Bill to incorporate 
the “Matagorda Caney Navigation -mpany.” Read ist time. 

Mr. Walling by leave introduce- * A Bill supplementary to 
an act, to provide for the survey and sale of the Cherokee lands 
c. Read Ist time. 

Mr. Darnell by leave’ introduced “A Bill amendatory to 
an act, supplementary to an act, to raise ‘a revenue by impost 
duties, approved Feb. 5th 1842. Read Ist time. 

Mr. Maithews by leave introduced “A Bill for the establish- 
ment ofa. Patrol.” 

Alr. Parker by leave introduced “A Joint Resoluthion, appor- 


^ 


63 


Yobing the Representation bitve Nacogdoches and Bürnett 
counties,” Read Ist time. 

Mr. Hanover by leave introduced “A Bill to quiet land titles 
in the Republic of Texas.” Read Ist time. 

Mr. Robinson of S. by leave iniroduced “A Bill, to amend añ 
act, regulating proceedings in Justices Courts.” 

Road Ist time. : 

Mr. Sherman, by leave introduced *A Bill, to declare tres- 
pass in certain cases larceny.” 

Read Ist time. 

Mi r. Scurry, offered the following resolution: 

wsolv d, That the Committee on the State of the Repub.to 

be EL to enquire into the expediency of est.biishing a 
regular system of toll throughout the Republic, and tha iey 
report by bill or otherwise." 

Adopted. 

Mr. Dial, by leave introduced “A Bill, supplementary to an 
act, to raise a revenue by direct taxation. 

Read 1st time. 

Also, “A Bill further defining the dutiés of collectors of dire 
and licence tax in the Republic. ? 

Read ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the House proceeded to dispose of 
the busiücss on the Speakers table, and to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY 


“A Resolution amending the Constitution,” was taken up, 

and 2 motion was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
A Bill, the better to define the boundary of Fort Bend 

Sonne 

Read a 2d time, and referred to the Committee on County 
Boundaries. 

“© A Bill, to amend the Probate law.” 

Read a 9d time, and referred to the Cominittee on the Ju: 
diciiry. 

«A Bill, amendatory to an act, entitled an act, to raise a reve- 
nue by direct taxation,” apptóved, Feb. 5th, 1542. 

Read 2d time. 

Mr. Robinson, of B., moved its reference to the Comrhittee on 
Finance. 

Lost. 

Mr. Hill, offered the following additional section: l 

“Be it foriher enacted, That from and after the passage of 
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this act, the direct tax upon lands, shall be one fourth of one per 
cent, upon the appraised value thereof." 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the bill and amendment, 
was refetred io thé Committee on Finance. 

s A Joint Resolution, for the relief of. Elizabeth Washburn, 
Armsted Bennett, and others.” 

Read 2d time. 

Mr. Robinson ot B., offered the following "T 

u Provided, That satisfactory evidence shall be exhibited to 
the Commissioner of the General Land-office, within twelve 
months after the reopening of the Land-oflice, that all taxes due 
on said lands have been fully paid." 

Mr. Hill, moved to refer the bill and amendment to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, with instructions to report whether the . 
individuals mentioned in the bill, have any redress at law. : 

Mr. Robinson of B., offered the following amendment, to the 
motion of Mr. Hill. , 

And that said Committee be further instrueted to enquire 
whether the opinion of the travelling Board of Land Commis- 
sioners can impair the validity of a legal rightto land in a Court 
of Justice.” 

Rejected. 

'The ayes and noes were then called for on the adoption of 
ihe. motion of Mr. Hill, and stood as follows: 

Ayes—-Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Dial, Grimes, Hagler, Hal- 
bert, Hewitt, Hill, Hodge, Hunter, Potter, Sparks, Ward, 
Warren, Whyte and Williamson : 16. 

Noes—AMessrs. Crisp, Dennison, Hanover, Haynes, Mat- 

thews, Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, Robinson of B., 
Robinson of S S., Scurry, and Walling; 13. 
« Carried. 

«A Bill, for the relief of Octavius €o0k.” ” Read 2d time. 

Mr. Warren, inoved its reference: o-the Committee on the ` 
Judiciary, Lost; and 


: On motion, bill was referred to the ‘Committee en Püblie 
Lands. 


A Bill, to designate the Southern Boundary of Lamar eoun-, ` 


ty, and for other purposes," was taken up, and substitute of the 
Committee on County Boundaries adepted, and bill ordered te 
be Engrossed. E 
Qn motion of Mr; Robinson of B., Mr, Hodge, was added te: 
the Committee on Engrossed Bills. 
On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the House adjourned until 
10 o'clock, to-morrow morning. - 
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Fur, Dec. 16th, 10, A M. 
“The House niet pursuant to adjou rnment. 
.. "The roll being called the following members answered to 
their names: . 

Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, Grimes, Ha- 
gler, Halbert, Hanover, Hewitt, Hill, Hodge, Hunter, Matthews, 
Milby, ‘Parker, Peebles, Pennall, Rob-nson, of D., Robinson of 
S., Sherman, Sparks, Scurry, Walling, Ward, Warren: Whyte 


; end Williamson. 


A quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

Mr. Grimes presented the petition of Abigail Lyneh, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the Republic, 

Mr. Sherman presented the petition of R. C. Ingram, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of ‘the Republic. 

Mr. Potter, presented the petition of the officers of the Navy, 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Milby presented the memorial of Wm. G. Lewis, which 
- was referred ‘to the Committee on the State of the Republic. 

Mr. Haynes presented the petition of Prudence’ Holdridge, 
which was referred to the Committee on the ee of the Re- 

ublic. 
i The Committee on Public Lands, M. W. Matthews, Chair- 
. man, fo whom was referred “ A Bill for the relief of the heirs 
“ahd: assigns of O. A. Cook,” reported by a substitute therefor, 
and recommended its. adoption. Which report was received, 
and bill laid on the table, to come up among the orders of the 
aday. 

The Committee on Finance, Tod Robinson, one of the Com- 
mittee, to whom was referred “ A Bill to repeal ‘An Act to 
regulate the collection of Impost Duties, " approved July 23d, 
1842, reported the bill back to the House, without amendment, 
and recommended its passage ;. which report was received, and 
bill laid on the table, to come up aio ng the orders of the day. 

A message was received from the "Senate, informing the 
House, of the passage of “A Bill to provide for the payment of 
Assessors of "Taxes." 

The Committee on Eingrcssed Bills, Hiram Hanover, one of 
the committee, reported, ‘that they: had examined, and found 
correct, “A Bill, supplementary to ‘An Act to divide the 
county of-Red River ;' and to create and establish the counties 
of Bowie and Lamar; y? also, a Joint Resolution for the’ ola 
of Jacob Tator ;” which report was adopted. 
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"The Committee on the Jadicjary, R. Scurry, Chairman, ta 
whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens, in favor of 
C. Cannon, reported unfavorably on the same, and asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the petiuon. 

Report adopted. 

Also, to whom was referred * A Joint Resolution for the re- 
lief of Samuel Hughes, E. H. Cain bell, and pour Moore,” re- 
ported that the courts couid afford tie eliiants no relief; they, 
therefore, reported the joint resolution back to the House ard 
recommended iis passage: also to whom was refer.cd © A Bil 
to repeal, iu part, tAn Act concerning Executions?” reporud 
by a substitute therefor, and recommended its adoption; which 
reports were received, and bilis laid on the table, to come up 
among tie orders of the d: ay; also, to whom was referred a re- 
solution instructing your Committee to enquire into the expe- 
diency of limiting and restricting the provisions of “An Act, 
supp! emeatary to ‘An Act to detect fraudulent Land Cerüfi- 
cates, ? &c. &c., reported by “A Bill, supplementary to an act, 
supplementary to an. act to detect fraudulent Land Certificates, 
and to provide for the issuing Patents to legal claimants ;"— 
which report was received, and bill read a 1st time. 

R. M. Williamson, one of the Committ.e on tie Judiciary, 
to whom was referred a Joint Resolation for tie relief of Bliz- 
abeih Washburn, Armstead Bennet, and othe:s,? reported that 
the individuals are without redress at law; and, theiefore, rg- 
port it baci to the House, recommending the passage of the bill. 

Report received, and bill laid on the table, to come up among 
the orders of tie Guy. 

The Comniittee on the Judiciary made the following report, 
to wit: 

CoxMrrrzr-Roow, Dec. t5th 1842 
To the Hom. N. H. Dern ll, 
Speaker of the Huse of Firpresentatives. 

sine Committee on ihe Judteiarv, under a resolution of the ` 
Eon. H ase, directing them to enquire whether certain portious 
of territory could, constitutionally, be laid cff for judicial pur- 

poses afier having given the Subject their matare deliberation, 
bee | leave to report, that they are of opinicn that, for all useful 
purp«ses, the Congress, under the Const: tution, hay ro the power 
olay of such distiicis of country as they think p:oper, for ju- 
dicial purposes. In doing this, your Committee are of opinion 
that the requisites necessary to constitute a political corporation, 
saouid be avoided. The elements necessary to establish a politi- 
eal corporation, are the necessary territory. One hundred inhabi- 
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tants petitioners; a sheriff, coroner, representative in Congress, 
clerk, &c. lfa part of the requisites necessary-to create a political 
corporation are given, and the rest are not, it is unconstitutional, 
Your Committee know of no prohibitory provisions in the Con- 
stitution, forbidding Congress from directing courts, to be held 
in more than one place in á county; nor to prevent‘them from 
compelling t.e officers of a county, by law. to a tend at as ma- 
ny pl.c-sin a county as (ungiess may direct. They are, t! ere- 
fore, of opinion, that portions cf a county Anay be laid off for 
jadicial purposes, that will answer all practical and useful 
purposes, very nearly on the same plan that a portion of Libeity 
county was laid off, for judicial, and other purposes, by the 


fourth Cougress. 
R. SCURRY, 
Chairman of Committee. 

Which report was, on motion, laid on the table, 

The Committee on County Boundaries, Wm. L. Hunter, 
Chairman, io whom was referred “ A Dill to define the bound- 
aries of Brazos County, and for other purposes,” reported by a 
substitute thefor, and recommended its adoption. 

Report received, and bill laid on the table, to come up among 
the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of B., Mr. Dennison, was added 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. E 

Mr. Robinson; of S., by leave, introduced “A Bill, con- 
cerning a change of venue? Read a Ist time. 

Mr. Walling, by leave, introduced “A Bill, to 1epeal, in 
part, and amend ‘An Act creating the county of Smith, and 
for other purposes,” approved Feb. 5th, 1812. 

Read a Ist time. : 

Mr. Hodge, by leave, introduced “A Bill for the redemptio 
of certain 'T'exian prisoners.” A 

Read a Ist timo. 

Mr. Ward, by leave, introduced * A Bill, supplementary to 
* An Áct to provide for the return of surveys, for the collection 
of government dues on land, and for other purpuses.’” 

Read ist time. 

Mr. Hanover, by leave, introduced “A Bill to repeal * An 
Act grauting a donation of land to actual settlers on, or near, 
the Muitary Road, on the northern frontier! ? voc 

Read a Ist time. ; 

. A message was received from the President, through his 
Private Secretary, Mr. W. D.'Miller, which was, on motion of 
Mr. Robinson, of B., taken up, and read as follows: 


# 


TO 
Execurive DraamTMENT, ]) + 
. Washington, Dec. 15, 1842. y 


To the Honorgble, the House of Representatives. 

The Executive has the pleasure to transmit copies of such 
official reports and orders, under which the present campaign 
. is organized, as are requested, in the resolution of your honora- 
ble body, of the 13th instant, embracing an abstract of the 
force.employed, so far as has been reported to the War Depart- 
ment; all of which he submits without.any remark, further 
than the ‘request of your‘honorable body, that the documents 
may be read previous to their being referred to any committee. 

It is to be regretted, that important information is often com- 
municated to Congress—and, without reading, is referred to 
‘ committees, where it is, frequently, permitted to slumber until 
the close of the session; whereby a knowledge of facts is fre- 
quently suppressed, which, if known to the Congress, would 
often give rise to necessary, and highly useful, legislative action. 
For this reason, ihe Executive has appended this request to the 
information desired by the resolution, 

l - (Signed) SAM. HOUSTON. 


On motion, the] above communication, and accompanying 
documents, was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The House then proceeded to dispose of the business on the 
Speakers table, and to thé . 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


' A Joint Resolution, respecting printing." 

Read 1st time. ` - 

On motion, rule suspended, bill read a 2d time, and referred to’ 
the Committee on Public Printing. 

"A Bill, supplementary to an act, to divide the county of 
Red River, and to create the counties of Bowie and Lamar." 

Read 3d time, and passed. ` , 

cA Joint Resolution, for the relief of Jacob Tator.” 

Read a 3d time. 

"The ayes and noes were then called for, on the passage of | 
the bill, and stood as follows: l | 

Ayes—Messrs. Crisp, Dennison, Halbert,. Hanover, Hodge, : 
Hunter, Matthews, Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, Robinson 
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ef B., Robinson of S., Scurry, Sherman, Walling, Ward and 
Williamson—18. 
Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Dial, Grimes, ` Hewitt, Hill, 
Potter, Sparks and. Warren; 9. 
Cartied, and bill finally passed, 
“A Bill, to amend an act, regulating proceedings in Justices 
- Courts.” 
Read 9d titio; and referred to te Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 
6A Bill, supplementary to an att, to raise a revenue by 
direct taxation.” 
Read 2d time, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
_ *A Bill, further defining the duties of collectors of direct and 
license taxes, in the Rep ublic. 
Read 2d time, and folerred to the Committee on the State of 
' the Republic. 
^A Bill, to quiet land titles in the Republic of Texas.” 
Read 9d time, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 
" A Bill, to incorporate the Matagorda -Caney .Navigation 
“Company.” 
Read 2d tims, and referred to the Committee ori Reads and 
Bridges, 
EA Bill, to declare trespass, in certain cases larceny.” 
Read 9d time, and referred to the Committee on the: Ja- 
diciary. 
5 A Bill, supplementary toan act, to provide for the survey 
and sale of the Cherokee lands.? 
E Read 2d timé, and referred to the Committee on Public 
ands. ." 
“A Bill, for the relief of Edmond T. Jackson.” 
‘Read 9d time. 
. Mr. .Willidimson, moved its reference to the. Committee on 
Public Lands, 
Lost, i 
e Robinson of S, moved the indefinate postponment óf 
the bill. 
ps ayes anc noes were called for, on the motion, and stood 
thus: 
.  Ayes-—Messrs. Bower, Dial, Grimes, ‘Hanover, Haynes, 
"Hewitt, Hill, Hodge, Milby, Robinson of S., Sherman, Sparks, 
Walling and Warren—l4. — . 
" Noea—Mesere, Speaker, Crisp, Dennison, Holbert, Hunter, 
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Matthews, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, Potter, Robinson of B., 
Scurry, W ard, Whyte and. "Williamson —15. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Crisp, moved the Engrossment of the-bill. 

Mr. Williamson, moved to lay the billon the table until to- 
morrow. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the bill was laid on the 
table. ` 

* A Bill, to repeal an act, to regulate the collection of impost 
duties, appr oved, July 23d 1842,” was taken up; and 

On motion of. Mr. Hunier, was laid on the table, 

“A Bill, to authorize the Commissioner of the General Land- . 
office, to issue a patent to Robert Peebles.” 

Read 9d time. 

Mr, Robinson of B., moved its Engrossment. 

The ayes and noes were called fof on the motion, and stood 
as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Crisp, Dennison, Halbert, 
Hanover, Haynes, Hodge, Matthews, Milby, Parker, Pepnall, 
Potter, Robinsonot B., Robinson of S., Scarry, Walling, Ward, . 
Whyte and Wi lliamson—2J. 

Noes—Messrs. Dial, Grimes, Hewitt, Hill, Hunter, Sher- 
man, Sparks and Warren—8. 

Carried, and bill ordered to be Emgrossed. 

“A Joint Resolution, apportioning the representation between 
Nacogdoches and Burnet counties.” 

Read 9d ti 8, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr. Parker, moved to take up “A Bill, to repeal in part, and 
and amend an act, creating the county of Smith, and for other 
purposes, approved, Feb. 5th, 1512." 

ost. 

« A Joint Resolution, requiring Land Commissioner to issue 
certificates for head rights to Emigrants.” 

Read 2d time, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

“A Resolution, requiring the President to putin suit all 
forfeited Bonds &c. Read 2d time. 

Mr. Robinson of B., offered the following amendment: 

“Be it resolved, by the Senate and House of Represent: 
atives, &c. 

Adopted, and bill referred to the Committee on Finance: 
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sA Joint Resolution, for the relief uf Win. B.M iiiiamson, 
was taken up; aud a 

On istion, was re committed to the Committee on the Ju 

diciary, with lastrnetions to draft a general bil. 

“A Bill, for the relief of Wi. Ashworth, aud others. 

i au iie, and ordered i0 be Eugresscd. 

Lin PHIL moved the House adjourn until-3 e'elock D. M. 

io 

8 À D for the establis ment of a patrol,” 

load 2|] tane, and referred to the Coinmitteo on the Siate of 
the iepub iO. 

sA oi, iueudsiary to au. cet, supplementary to en act, to 
raito a revenue by linpost duties, ‘approved vi Xu. 1919" 

Load 324 tian; and . 

Oa motion of Mr, Darnell, was laid on the table until to- 
morrow. 

On motion of iir. Potter, the House adjourned until 10 
e'clock, to-morrow morning. ! 
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SATURDAY, Dec. 17th, 10, A. M. 


The House mel pursuant to adjourninent. 

Tne roll being called the following members answered to 
their names: 

Qiesss. Speaker, Bower, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, Grimes, 
Heavier, Habert, Hanover, Haynes, Hewit, Hill Hedge, 
Hunter, Mati Wa Miliy, Parker, 2 ehs, Ë nter, holiusou 
of I, Robinson of B scurry, Sparks, Waliiag, Ward, Whyte 
and Wh.diauson,. 

A quorun presont--the Journals of the preecding day 
Were pead and adopte od, " 

Mr. Grimes, pres sented the petition of John. Manson, which 
was relericd to the Committee on Ciaiins und Secounis. 

The petijon of Aramiuto Scnuyler, prüyium ivr divorce, 
addressed io the Speaker of ihe House or Representatives, was 
takeu up aud read. 

Mr, Potter, moved its referrence to the Committee on the 
State of tue Re pubiic. cdd 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Hunter, the’ said was laid on the table. 
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Mr, Williamson presented the memorial of Wm. J. Joncs, 
which was on motion, referred to a Select Committee, consist- 
ing of Messrs. Williamson, Grimes, Parker, Robinson of B., 
and Matthews. 

Jesse J, Robinson, one of the majority of the Committee on 
Finance, made the following report: 


CommiITTEE-Room, ? 
December 17th, 1842. 4 
"To the Hon. N, H. Darnell, . 


Speaker of the House of Represeniatives. 

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred “A Bill, 
to repeal te Tarif, and to declare the poris of 'l'exas free,” 
have had the same under consideratión, and are divided in 
opinion respecting the policy of passing seid bill into a law. 
A majority of the Committee. are of opinion, that the present 
mode of raisi.g a revenue, has an uncqual operation on the 
citizens; and that the Government should be sustained on the 
principles of justice—so as to allow, and compel, every one to 
contribute to the support of the same, according to his ability 
and means—which can only be done by the system of direct 
taxation. 

The Committe have seen, with painful anxiety for the remo- - 
val of the cause, the pernicious effect the present tariff. system 
- has had on the commerce, resources, and prosperity, of the 
country. It hinders emigration—consequantly, tbe introdue- - 
tion of much wealth into the Republic is prevented. It is þe- 
lieved, the population of the country has not increased for, at 
least, the last two years. President Lamar, in his annual mes- 
sage to Congress in 1810, or '41, informed that bedy, that the 
entire population amounted to about one hundrcd and sixty 
thousand sonis. President Houston, in his message to the pre- 
sent Congress, estimates the pepulation at one hundred thou- 
sand. 

It is confidently believed, that if the tariff is not repealed—- 
or, at least, greatly modified, the Republic will contain no 
greater population, even at the expiration of five years from the 
present time. 

It is, now, a remarkable fact, that the products of the coun- 
try are carried, by the cultivators, into a foreign country for 
sale, and to find a market ! Why is this? Beeause the tariff 
system has driven merchants and capital from the eastern por- 
tion of the nation. ‘There is but one. store, at this time, in ali 
the counties lying upon the Sabine River, and the dry line fron; 
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it to Red River—a distance of some three or fuur hundred 
miles by land. 

Merchants who buy their goods in the United Status, can- 
not pay the duties imposed by the laws of 'l'exas, on bringing 
them into the country, and sell on terms thak would justify the 
eastern farmers in purchasing them. ‘The cohsequence is, they 
carry their cotton, peltry, and other articles of commerce, to 
Natchitoches, hrieveport, or some other point, where they sell 
what they.had carried into market, and buy their supplies; 
which are brought in without the payment of duties. 

In consequence of the local situation of the Republic, impost 
duties never can be collected, or tariff laws be enforced. 1f the 
country was only accessible by means of shipping and seaports, 
then such a law might be enforced. ‘The Committee do not 
justify the course taken, and pursued, by the eastern citizens; 
but, at the same time, they can devise no means of remedying 
it. : 
. "Ihe people of eastern Texas wish to contribute to the sup- 
port of the Government; but they want to do so 1n their own 
way. They say, substitute a direct tax for the tariff, (or indi- 
rect one,) and they will then know what amount they will have 
to pay, and when such amount will be required ; and that they 
can then prepare to meet the same. 

The amount necessary to support the Government, for the 
year 1813, will not, probably, exceed eighty thousand dollars. 
Say, then, there are twenty thousand men liable to pay tax; 
an average sum of four dollars, each, will make up this amount. 
Would this be oppressive taxation? Surely not. 

Ail honest and honorable inducements should be held out 
by the Government, to induce people to come among us, with 
their wealth and property. ‘The more people, the stronger our 
physical resources against the enemy: the more wealth, the 
greater the field for our financial operations. Such induce- 
ments can only be held out, by throwing open, to the world, 
the ports, roads, entries, and avenues, to the country; and es- 
taplishing the magnanimous motto of “Free trade and sailors’. 
rights"—a motto which would reflect credit on the Republic, it 
inscribed by the lonely star, and shed a lustre over the liberal 
institutions of the people who glory in living under its protec- 
tion. f 

As there exists, now, a heavy tariff in the United States, if 
restrictions should be taken off of the commerce of the world, 
by the laws of ‘Texas, things would soon change. The mer- 
chants of the United States would find it their interest to buy 


re o 
í 
* MI LI 
ume 6 e Uu ee mA y 
[^ "E Ve red "x E P x pad y om r 
as mi vd e- oe ' Z m ™ wt 2 c9 * 
p 
- ta “x * ta 
3 A » pm pe ete a + y” san! “Jd mn t 4 
Re emo n4 fen a "ES = = e tet 82 seg 8 A tt Sat 8 3 x 
ag un w m 75 B fd. A Yost ww 3) "TEL k E e 0 £F I Le ‘eng 0e TF? OE e 
depo mene "un" Ca qno s Dom = a ud P ee Sor m i one fi td ph b LH] r= ean? 
cy. wo LOW UY ue we — SUIS re e nd bow cU eo oo fhe! So Om Y me US AUS = po ted cA 
eo G oa g T ES EE den oe BOE E Lp ke ~ = ME AMA poy ee mo^ 
m PEN U) x kis ue 70 PO bes o She, Me =a wm >z 7a A piel E ae mm as 
A n EU "x oy a - bd Del -— ~r = m e Ll d w » pix. Tes 
a "fp maa 4 ed e rA tw aoa» em m- no 2 » fa 33 He m 
c] * - r r fA id axs E m - 4 aan He ^ v E sd de e 
Gi. ç = i P m P t oi s m4 uu t je Bro em wm cs ied -— So" m ut ~ e = * €-— 009 Fagor 
Pr ~ ES * Red moe c? zt me sex Mov -* > em uw ý P & Y: Ld i? te ra a nd 
"- wl o" M ME tes T - 7 e wee? ead ie su ms a C 3 PLE d n LEE es es ^ A IX A RM . 
ES us mim $ E 5 Bem emo B o ty 2) eo mA dot cA E SOAM 
am OG QU ¢ eow em wo wa eo c T KU ON a eom » ee a Ree E PE 
T Ay "o Ra er T MCCC ME eran o? - E M ig - ar. b.c aag "a ML ER 2 Fx 
Acta. "UN med rn fe af wi Pe ted Me » Be. Fi we cs a : 24 = y 
» mI we wae? iw r> + Hd Li MES PD A m 4 ^ f, "og e i £r a — 
mr = -t SF ES T E», y: ? ea m wo wae po ee Se es vw i “E? E mm ck Toc 
ny P pa ETs ee 4 va W uu wee e PE — £o i E reaa ms ER ^ PE" ie " = P 
ee T4005 tn ~ wd - aas id pu ee wt £5 3 o E f xa ~a “4 ash mmn ee 
O sca eA ra tew EE a P ret E erc. cw » wee EN "- a ae oC EE E Qa. m m a 
ra EQ M wO A a a >w r% * "I pud fd wd p» CRS f t» 7 Por r a * Oxy "red *-*^ vw v A Pu a 
bord ont ex c4 Sos e a e aed EN ea p v La = » cs b> - erus "m Fnr axu 
Uu Mr orbc e Lt E * = ad “ fy. ew 00d o 2 Ert died N 2 i mee Se ik ee - 
í "ED LANE » ao. p es TH >” pe o n ae < ja p e" *- oap ES AES NES E ert a ern fa 
eem M ME a P CE. “4 ADL Pe a s= cae £2 nA 3 a de E 
t - wo tes k: H d t P a "na c - A NL oed wg we MM = oe -— oe 
ing aA pue " 4 af 4 - a. ve. eee E eae aa AU 
4, € Cant PI > n a e za F e* "a Ano» ers C ind ^a " od A SS sip oo ~ p ` "AMT “rt 
em eu 0 a al a my MP COE. bes 2 M six ^ M PEDIR. p.e E : 
Ca 0 pm tf) ' "Uem ic ve" nh ud Oy eke om ^1 ws ER ZUR EM fM A Mm « 
verd ew ` f. na > esa EN - e a. - tou — e as 
MATES ta t7 . boss e EE -— Sm os Ba es Va 7 v 49 oc ea t éd ex . eer sc a wean 
n PERLE we +? a 785 o9 ANE * c a pet Bayt Vue NS fi ta eh & - om . p X Eh at See ie A 0 : 
woos: e-— w ad 1 wow Wo o uo P Ime -4 A “J AE : "uu e S Op us , = Ns H 
fa DRE o yaad 3 w > n NI Ze r£ es cH . cud n ey eee E S$ 1% w ee | we m ge M 
` n en va a $c a wa pe x we T VS v n NEG a a a aa CTI a he) EE “4 es 
re ay - "m me 3 s 4 D" - > ww A "e fa, wet m e Cer xo - T D T y <a " 4 e3 — " 
od P i Ao? ro ) 2 s 4e m uy o 2 E oa 0*4 od s= ee at ead DN freak " i X $ a y «il — 
OA che LJ) rt peo - * hd eae CUNT SAL ey y eth eet > Fr £ . eae a ^ A zi d 
pnt D P a ue ee = gas E "Tm uw pu ans pam a p MEME 4 
P ern a 2 oS "Du ere A 5 V ME win 7 S foe Vu RP EP A 
Py ~ 4 a » . ^ h wt * P e 
V) s? e à ) 2s. 0 "Dog be eo gh Doe] wi ^7 eo me t7 --— hi c. a j purum we 5 *c 
n z é 2? fe s “ } x * oa! "^ * "m 
es 2a ww a emo ` t] ^ hee LES ro ` u rx a 
E "m cy Y £ n P ^ 4 vet n eem oo es LE d "m 
+ LA ` ' 7 e. $ ta * bus » x e m e ’ = - = “ 
Qv O MAL a » " E ee E n et t * per] ^ £ 
-P oc ar i du H ar E $ em 9 Ld Pa L ^ rary 2 Vol 
"o f end eer ded Dd 2 w^ S QY 61 a "EP ie tU. ^. d = o t1 7 E € m ey 08 = ^ 
MOOD o-M'Ls a8 S *- t aA " e a> VE woe ~ ' 4 eye ee sd. [e . à Tl 
w mco vM PED | ES pat ^ hm? La ; sæ) ey oD t: AA A 4 4 T : i i ee 1 ja NDS 
[v] m qmd " (0 e aa M. mm cd en "1 sw o - ot T a M: te P - PES 
[e Hem we ot PX mud o ^ ^. rd ow d ^. ^ 2 " "e haoc ~ 
? eee on os = rs “ees P» o "o2 wf ac ` ec * m v Cu t^ ku , so 
v4 4.9 ry fa bt "E pa ^ Ee te a . pA t. f ME n D P € ^| 33 are er 
^ * mye ex f d ` ’ 
e TA a pr os We. mak am: MF SS it um gd Y B wy, Mes t S ew tt ER 3 T s ro 
5 wc wm 2 . «d € ae a ^ t ` o p o 54 : 
na x 00x mo d tou Rees quie Re ; ee Se ee E Ok ui ee T. A 
pa Ty e JE - ope tm ark 2.4 X i fee ‘ i q po t 5 a "EN Vom x M LE 
ces - me ` 
t P ME MCN Pa as ‘ext teh ret 3 ? ` > t ` =~ 4^ 3 e. > a r” " M 
i : EUR e Ge ota! Mo que pa 7i 93 N de 9 VAR Z2 i ' "e n "E 
' à H ' 5 em "^ 
fac Qu; DU X M Oy cM" $4 RO ws > 5 à a RE Mr esie es, t a) ge eS Pur ou ee ae 
RAUM "id Tm qad e P » o. "LU “4 pa dm P^ past ns d à i. , hones 
^ ki » E 
a Bee S thema c "$90 (tuy c0 RA ae T UI eei $E. CN eee <a t P e PES 
pa ah. eK VEN LA T d "EA - z) rot 64 "e ` D eo I uU 0 PTT M TE Pos 
fuo ^ Pa et ME a ES - (45 M rere A I] " wed È pua t5 a et i 4 
Mic frr 2 k * d.t td <3 00 aa i-] m MEI M my ovn $ " Sh 
G vat aji at La ©» fm t e d el x «d e» 3 ot a p” d- A a 4 4 "EE "ma 
ea El yy ES Ty ae ee QU LE Vd es E -— md 3 ec > œ € E ‘ , ied She ek ow) b’ E 
v Gi E My € 9 d 9*9 wy £j D a d! DH 2 3 $ a he n 
wd mws [C S) c x3 3 mot ad uu. oe Bu v1 T 7 6 1 mar i o Pes NS R i Co 24 - 
"E CMS ft : n i Le ~ F ta gi a b iex € cae i3 t T T ` t vw 254% En z 
DEL v. one Ut ex pa “ef fa 0. 7 ay Be 35 o7 E js ex ^ n pes bd a E 4 £ Pe 3e HM 
pe cx mM 4 at om 55, 7 mi. Low "n an xe A kasd E e - [E . ae ^46 Ae *f 
wes (X3 UT X v2 e t oy eet Qul f me p , ' f 4 5 ^g * c 
D H ra ` eas tr E yt a , + s 2 ; a - 
Puri faa ría F? n 4 4-2 4 ^ "ne e (c3 ^" ah ez wu tm n ae us 5 at 5 AN - * 
mu "s È * bb v te ` s Be - «a * * e a ora g 2 ee oe) ; ^ c à x 
P^ oou d 2 4 Foy ema es Leahy ee sc Rad 3 Sa z4 SES ai SY 3 * m « a = n 
me a fu pg 09d CA € aco *l oe 4 o coc Eas LAUR "BE Ca eun SAT E © : : ‘ on " 
a ad ^ n "E es d " x * 
Be ned AN ps > “Dog a} ea teat DEL 1 m ENG toa R a= g RC don ~s TEES La "s 
LE ae - hd o - PU emt ed d r LI z * E z 
Eoo Wi ey a C7 MER NES dort ia 2 A tut e rh m> ay o : » © Poi ALLES M 
N - - 
1e a Ti ee’ « * d n -od tQ 0 x b T LEE . P toa » aw 2 23 a E tt * ii 
Ti ao oa fj * ESR zac. e es - toes i PME LE PE: u e $ =, kc mor 
"Fy ff, tr tt ga E LEES 1 Hi 1% ~ M vn 2 “ a » ae > k a * E t 
F wg « pi a * Need pv E Lodi a EE D Qv d^ pos’ as 5 (= ; , 4 E a» 7 X 
> ^ oma Li et 
ey od A) ase! sees S aD m sit. P wa e o7 HC. Mio wee © , : a^ us . OPER gt PN 
on wa Ma ped ^ La eyg Mos EE z ms raha 4 a Ra € a 2 a aed MM A $5 
x 0j wos P eed <3 wl pP —-b fia. 4 Ah a LE a? d Lie a *9 d > 23-8 a í , 
m m ga 9€ e pea be s G3 = Ae pags Y M ra e eg c m ^4 * $ * a, 5 x € 
ME iod ae £9 r4 eit oc p aom f 24 ten or B En AT P oar Paes 1 x 3x RM & ; iu ub 
E EM" aa ee 75 * a we ga a > H £3 get t3 ma e ext = GON, "S 
eU v» 32 po e) (i BV. wet ty oe WG cU rj vus d ee "aa DM MEL. Gh oe aN meee ae M io a 
te tera © th, w . fe Gao. B? n er 4 " fe - k et = E 
ext e hb" P saa. OW i P EJ * i 4 x NECS Fo! ^ av E E di ? eos 
ge ex { se EM M i a į 4 a Marce es a 
ex er ned TM b mod a RC p^ 1? = t yt? 1 ‘ea ici P" oia i. 
und X S a A LU gs $5 - d Da xo E 
] ^i € UVU Ft ec) on uu d < AP a "m LES 
LS NS € t "US "E 
z E e VK. * 
PELLI 


4 not d 


VG "Uu : 


7 


peur 3 
£d 


^ 


thing: yet the aggregate amount would, undoubted!y, be made 


‘he amount heretofore paid our foreign ministers, is not ta- 
ken ito the above calculation: their Servicos, it is believed, 
Wii, Hn iuture, be dispensed with. 

Lun, theret He, Instructe (d, on the part of the Committee, to 
refur tas bill to tue Louse, without amendment, and recom- 
ictu los püssuge, 
(Signed) Essh.. ROBINSON, 
Cue or the oan Alie 
On motion of Me. Hil, the above report was laid on the tabia 
uiti aininority of said Committee make a Teport. 
A massage was received from tho Senate, informing the 


Ta 
[e 


House cf t.e passage of “A Bill, to amend an act, entitied a 
Jact, rezulatinz sales by ji ndgement, or decree of a Probate Cour 
or Court of Chaneery, approved, Feb. 4th, I8 £1. 


" 
d 
sh 
by 


M. VV. Ab tiles, ciünimaun of the Committee on Pablic 
Lauds, to whom was referred the petition of the heirs of Daniel 
. MeEGnney deceased; reported, by “A Joint Resolution for their 
reef, which i¢ ort was iecvived, and joint resolution 
Re ud IE i tie. 
Jase Grines, chairman of the Committee on the State of ihe 
BRepuli tie, io whoin was referred {A Resolution, requiring your 
Cuinuatve to euquire into the propriety ofa law regulating 
toils? have Lad the same under consideration, aud beileve it in- 
expedient to pass ah i ah ou ihe subject, at this time. 

Ou inotion of Mr, Robinson of B., tue res.lution was re com- 
uutt:d to tar saue Committe, v ih ins ractions to report a biil 
re;ulatin y ios throughout the E muble, 

Me VWadknuson. moved that the House resolve itself into a 
Comuntt e. tthe whole, on the State ef the Re epublic, to druit a > 
bill, rel Zi i dins uu Np yi nout the hepubi ic. 


Ou tac zu ui Sir - Hs sud motion was laid on the table. 


5 


Aly. P ater, iiu iLe following iesolutiou: 

e ficasslo dol tae Coamnteo on the Jediciary, be instrüct- 
Qd to engaia 1,0) 1:3 CX, edieney of a faw, for tae purpose of 
grafe O wed! aus a fien upon persenal property of tenants, 
for eo sonaty OP ren s; also, mto the best method of perfecting 
ee laws To cible e:try aud detainez,? and of the trial of the 


right of pr iperty, scizod. under execution, and report by bill or 
ot; erwise.? 


Ad: pted * 
Jesse Grimes, Chairman of the Commiitee on the State of the 


E 
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Republic, to whom was referred “A Bill, further defining the 
cuties of collectors of direct and license taxes. 

Reported, That the laws now in force, are sufficiently ex- 
pucit and binding; they therefore return the bill to the House, 
and ask to be discharged from its further consideration. 

Which report was received. and bill laid on the tabie to come 
us amoung the orders of tue day. 

The Committee on Roads and Bridges, made the following 


report: 


ComMMITTEE-Room, 
December 16th, 1842, 
Fo the Hon. N. H. Darnell, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
‘Tue Committee to whom was referred “A Bill, to incorpor- 
ate the Matagorda Caney Navigation Company,” beg leave to 
Report, That tiey have had said bill under consideration, and 
that, from tbe information the Committee has been able to pro- 
eure, they are oí opinion, that the enterprize to be undertaken 
by the Company. will, if successful, result in great and perma- 
nent advàutage io the country, and that the interest of the peo- 
p.e in that portion of the Republic, will be rapidly advanced by 
au immedi.te prosecution of the works contemplated by the bill, 
and as the execution of works of interaal improvement by the 
Government of the Republie, at present, and for many years 
to come, is very improbable, if not impossible, this Committee 
are satisfied, that an act of incorporation, upon such terms as 
will induce individuals to undertake the work, is the only 
method by which so desirable an object can be accomplished, 
the Committee, however, do not desire that any enactment 
. should. be made in favor of individuals, which may hereafter 
become onerous upon the people; the Committee therefore sug- 
gest the accompanying amendments to the bill, and with those 
amendments, would recommend its passage. 
(signed,) JAMES DENNISON, Chairman, and 
JOHN DIAL, one of the Committee. 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

Biram Hanover, one of the Committe on Engrossed Bills; 
Repoited, That they had examined “A Bill to designate the ' 
Seuthern boundary of Lamar county, and for other purposes;” 
also, ' A Bilyto authorize the Commissioner of the General 
Land-office, to issue a patentto Robert Peebles;” aiso, “A Bill, 


19 


for the relief of Wm. Áshworth, and others," .and find the same 
correctly Eimgrossed-? i 

Adopted. 

Mr. Hill offered the following resolution: 

“Fèresolved, That the Committee on Post-offices and Post- 
roads, be instructed to report to this House, as early as practica- 
ble, a bill, providing for the transportation of the mails from tue 
seat of Government, to the seat of Justice of each county within 
the Repubiic.? 

Rejected. 

Mr. Parker, by leave, introduced “A Bill for the regulating 
of the Judiciary.” : 

Read Ist time. , 

Mr. Robinson of B., offerred the following resolution: 

* Resolved, 'T'hatthe Committee on Naval Affairs, be instruct- 
ed to enquire what appropriations have been made for the 
Navy, since the year 1839; the amount paid, and the mode of 
its disbursment; aiso, what amounts have been received by the 
officers of the Navy, from Tobasco, Yucatan, or other sources, 
and the manner in which the same has been expended; and that 
they have power to send for. persons, and papers, if in their opin- 
ion necessary. Per oid | 

Adopted. 

Mr. Walling, by leave, introduced “A Joint Resalution;, 
making it the duty of the Commissioner of the General Land- 
office, to give certified copies of field notes.” 

Read Ist time. 

Mr. Hanover, offered the following resolution: 

“Be tt resolved by the Senate, and House of Bepresentatives, 
That, the Joint Committee on Public Printing, be instructed to 
contract with the editor of the Texian and Brazos Farmer, for 
the furnishing of members of Congress, with ien copies of said 
paper weekly, during the present session." 

Read Ist time. 

Mr. Hanover, moved to suspend the rule requiring the above 
P to lay on the tle one day for consideration. 

ost. 

Mr. Ward, offered the following resolution: 

* Resolved, ‘That the Coommittee on Finance, be instructed 
to report to this House, how much money can be appropriated 
for the support of the mails, for the year 1843.” 

Adopted. : 

Mr. Walling, by leave, introduced “A Bill, to provide for 
taking the censes of this Republic.” Read Ist time. 


"3 


- 
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Air, Hil offercd tLe following resolution: 
S8 Reole ed, That the Committee on Indian Affai s, be in- 


structed to erquire into the expediency of pessing laws, regu- 
ating i.e est potisument ol trading houses, and annointing asen- 
eies far nion Ly tribes of Judiars, and reznieting trade Lets cen 
t.e fatter, and the citizens of Texas, aud report by bul or 
OCP Wise, 


Air. Ward, by leave, intreduced “A Tis suppi awontary to 


1 
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an GE. Cu eu an aet, to a lopt the COM tee hae N ef! Qe: ud 


Hr iv 
. * Li E] 
2 repeal pci Aioxican laws, and to lesuiate due Siesta 


/ 


» 
ro dero in'rcduecd © A BiH, for the election of 

men le rs ni fan = Juse of Representatives bienialiy.” 

Keod ist ti 

Mr. Seuri jy moved that the 

M. 

Lost. 

The He puse s then proceeded to dispose of the business on the 
speakers table, and to the 


x 


ilouse adjourn until 2 o'clock, 


ORDERS OF THE DAY ' 


cA Bi for the relief of Wm. Ashworth, and others.’ 

Read od iu. 

Mig aves aud roes were then cailcd for, on its final passa 
and stood as f Hows: 

Ac 


AVOS — Meso?s, Kr reaker, Bower, Crisp, Denuüison. Pial, 
i .€ 


rH 
Se 


} 
Grunes TR | egt, Hanover, Hodge, Matthews. Parser Pecli s, 
Relimsouof Ba Roninson of S., Sevrry, Ww aiding, Waid aud 


XY 1 'iatisou—l5 A 

Noes—Messis, Hagler, Haynes, Hewitt, Tl, Hunter, Milby, 
Potter, Sparks and Warren; 9. 

Canicd, aud bill paesed, 

“A Bul, to aw'horize the Commissioner of the General Land- 
office, to issue a patent to Robert Peebies.” 

Read 2d time. 

The ayes and noes were called for, on the passage of the 
bill. i 

There not being a quorum present; l 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, a call of the House was made. 

A quorum present. 
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On motion, a further call was suspended, ' 

The ayes and noes were then called for on its final passage, 
and siood as follows: ^ 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, Grimes, 
Hagler, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hodge, Matthews, Milby, 
Parker, Potter, Robinson ot B., Robinson of S. Scurry, Wall- 
ing, Ward and Williamson —2 20. 

"Nces— Messrs: Buwer, Hewitt, Hill, HEUS Sparks, Warren 
end iVhyte—Y. 

Cétried, and bill passed. i 

The Committee on the State of tbe Republie, in accordance 
with a resolution of the Honse, reported, “A Bill, regulating 
tolls. 

Read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Hagler, the House adjourned until 10 
oclock, Monday morning. 


Monpay Dec. 19th, 10, A. M. 


‘Tue House met pursuant to adjournment. 

‘The roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names.-' 

Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, Haibert, 
Hanover, Haynes, Hewitt, Hill, Hodge, Hunter, Matthews, 
. Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, Portis, Robinson of B,, Rob- 
inson of S, Scurry, Sparks, Walling, W ard, Warren, Whyte 
and Williamson. " 

A quorum present—the Journal of Saturday last was 
read aud adogjed. i 

M. Ward, Jr. chairman of the Committee on Public Printing, 
to whom was referred “A Joint Resolution, respecting print- 
ing;” Reported, by a substitute therefor, and- recommended its 
adoption. 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders ofthe day. 

Mr. Williamson, one of the Gommittes on Public Lands, 
to whom was referred “A Bill, to amend an act, entitled an act, 
-granting lands to Emigrants;" Reported, by « substitute there- 
‘for, and recommended tts adoption. 

UE Bad 


gy 


Which report was received, and bill laid on the table, to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Williamson, presented the propcsdls of the proprietors of 
the town of Washington, and of W. D. C. Hall Jr., accom- 
panied by * A Bill, locating the Seat of Government of the Re- 
public of Texas, at the town of Washington, iu the county of 
Washington.” 

Read Ist time. 

fir. Mulby, by leave, introduced “A Full, to organize,a cere 
tain part of the county of Libeity, for Judicial and other- pur- 
poses.” 

Read a ist time. 

Mir, “Matthews, by leave introduced © A BHI, to divide the 
eounty of ted river, for Jucicial and other purposes.” — 

Read a 1st time. . 

Mr. Dial, by leave, introduced “A Bill, to establish a sab- 
bath, or day oí rest, thrdughout the Republic of Texas,” 

Read Ist time. : 

Mr. Mattuews, by leave, introduced ^A Bull, to incorporate 
the Germanie Emigieting Company.” 

Read Ist time. 

Mr. Hanover, by leave, in troduced “A Bill, te amend an act, 
eregulatiug eleciious, approved, Feb, 96th, 1537. 

Reaa ist time. 

Mr. Parker, offered the following resolution: 

5 Resolved, That no new busingss snail be introduced in the 
House of Representatives, atter the 25th, inst." 

Laid on the table one day for consideration. 

On moion of Ma. Robinson of B., “A Bill. to repeal an aii; 
reguiating the coilecticn of impost dudes, approved, July 23d, 


* 


Aai nd 


- 


Loads? was wich up, and laid amoug the orders ef the day. 
On motion ol Mr Robinson of B., the House then proceedcd 
to dispose oi the business on the Speakers table, and to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion cf Mr. Dennison, “A Bill, to amend an act, regu- 
lating sales hy Judgment, or decree of a Probate Court, or 


Court of Chancery, approved Feb, 4th, 18415" from the Senate, 


owas taken up; and 
Reed Ist time. 


WA Bul, to repeal an act, ta regulate the collection of tipost 


duties, approved, July 23d, 1812;” was taken up or its 26 - 


. 


reading. 
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M. Potter, moved to lay the bill on the table. 

The ayes and noes were called for on the motion, and 
stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Crisp, Hanover, Haynes, Hill, Hodge, Mat- 
thews, Parker, Pennall, Portis, Potter, Scurry, Warren, Whyte 
and Wil liamson: 14. 

Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Hosen Dennison, Dial, Hagler, 
Halbert, Hewitt, Hunter, Milby, Peebles, Robinson of B., 
Robinson of S., Sparks, Welling and Ward: 15. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Hunter, moved to lay the billon the table, and make it 
the order of the day, for 11 o'clock to- morrow, 

Lost. 

Mr. Robinson of B., moved the Engrossment of the bill. 

The ayes and noes were called for, on the motion, and stood 
as follows: 

Ayes— Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Crisp, Dennison, Dial Hag- 
lor, Halbert, Haynes, Hewitt, Hodge, Hunter, Matthews. Milby, 

—~Peebles, Parker, P ennall, Potier, Robinson of B., Robinson 
of S., Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Warren, Ward, Whyte, and 
Williarason—26. 

Noes— Messrs, Hanover, Hill and Portis—3. 

Carried, and bill ordered to be Eingrossed. | 

A méssago was ‘received from the Senate. informing the 
House, of the passage with amendments, of “A Joint Resolution, 
supplementary toa joint resolution, granting farther time for 
the payment of Government dues, and the return of field notes, 
approved, Nov. 27th, 1811.? 

sA Bill, to designate the Southern boundary of Lamar 
county.” 

Read 3d time, aud passcd. 

“A Joint Resolution, making it the daty of the Commissioner 
of the General Land-ofliee; to give certified copies of field 
notes.” 

Read 2d time, aud referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. s 

“A Bill, to repeal the tariff, aud to declare the ports of Texas 
, free;” was taken up on its 2d T ng. 

“Mr. Scurry moved its Engrossment. 

Mr. Hill, moved to make said bill, the special order of the 
day, for LL o ps on Wednesday next, which was supported 
by Mr, Hill, and opposed by Mr, Scary, 

Tne ayes aud noes were called for on the motion, and stood 
thus:. E 
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Ayes—Messrs. Bower, Crisp, Hagler, Halbert, Haynes, Hill, 
Hodge, Portis, Potter, Robinson of B., Warren, and William- 
son—12, 

Noés—Messrs. Speaker, Dial, Hanover, Hewitt, Hunter, 
Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, Robinson of S., Seurry, 
Sparks, Walling, Ward, and Whyte—15. 

Lost. 

- ‘The question then recurred on the Engrossment. 

Mr. Potter, moved a call of the House, Carried. 

A quorum present. 

On motion of Mr. Pecbles, a further call was suspended. 

Mr. Ward, moved a re-consideration of the vote, refusing to 
lay the bill on the table until, Wednesday next. 

‘The ayes and noes were called for, on the motion, and stood 
thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bower, Crisp, Dennison, Hagler, Halbeyf, 
Hanover, Haynes, Hill, Hodge, Hunter, Matthews, Potter, 
' Robinson, of B., Ward, and Warrent—15. 

« Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Dial, Hewitt, Milby, Parker, Pee- 
bles, Pennall, Portis, Robinson of S., Scurry, Sparks, Walling, 
Whyte and Will'amson--14. 

Carried. 

The ayes and noes were then called for, oii laying the bill on 
the table, and making it the special order of the day, for 11 
o'clock Wednesday next, and stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs, Bower, Crisp, Dennison, Hagler, Halbert, 
Hanover, Hill, Hodge, Hunter, Matthews, Portis, Potter, Robin- 
son of B., Ward, Warren and Williamson—17. 

Noes——Messrs. Speaker, Dial, Hewitt, Milby, Parker, Pee- 
bles, Pennall, Robinson of S. Scurry, Sparks, Walling, and 
Whyte—12. 

Carried, and bill made the specia] order for Wednesday 11 
o'clock. 

“A Bill, for the relief of the heirs and assigns of Octavius A. 
Cooke," taken up, and substitute of the Committee on Public 
Lands adopted, and bill ordered to be Eingrossed. 

eA Joint Resolution, fôr the relief of Samuel Hughes, E. H. 
Cambell, and James Moore, "was taken up on its 2d reading’and 
ordered to be Engrossed. 

«A Bill, to incorporate the Matagorda Caney Navigation 
Company,” was taken up withthe following amendments of 
the Committee on Roads and Bridges: 

1st, Amendment, in eighth section, strike out “ten per cent,” 
and insert “three per cent.” Rejected. 
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* 9d. Amendment, “substitute for section seventh. x 

Adopted. 

3d. Amendment, án section fifth, after the word : "rise," insert 
«or head of the channel. 2 

Adopted. 

4th. Amendment, in same section, after the word “up,” insert 
« the channel of.” "Adopted. 

Mr. Dennison, offered the following amendment; Zé 

In section 9th, strike out the words “with interest at the rate ^ 
of ten per cont, per annum’ thereon, from ihe time of ex- 
perditure.” 

Adopted, and bill ordered to be Eingrossed. 

"A Dil, to regulate tolls.” 

Read 2d time. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, the Ist blank was filled with “one 
sixth.? 

2d. Blank was filled with “one eighth: and 

od. Blank was filled with “ten dollars.” 

Mr. Williamson, moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Lost. 

On motion, of Mr. Matthews, the vote was re-considered filling 
ihe Ist blank with “one sixth.” 

Mr. Hunter, offered the following amendment: 

* Provided, The provisions of this act, shall not apply to that 
pertion of ilie Republic, West of the Colorado. 

Rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Dennison, the 1st blank was filled with 
‘one fourth,’ 

Mr. Dar m offered the following additional section: 

“Be it further enacted, That any owner or owners, of any 
mill or mills, propelled either by horse or water power, grind- 
ing for toll, who shall refuse to grind any grist in such ‘mills, 
according to the terms received in such mills, shall be subject 
to the same penalty specified in tliis bill, and subject to indite- 
ment, or presentment by the grand j jury. " 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the words “steam, wind,” 
was inserted before “or water.” 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the bill and amendments, 
WE referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

«4 A Bili, to provide for the payment idi assessors of taxes.” 

Read Ist time. 

On motion, rule suspended, and bill 

Read 2d time, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 


v 
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>A ul. for the regulation of the Judiciary. 
, head Sd time. : 

Mr. Hobiuson of N, moved iis reference to a Select Com- 
mittee. l 
Mr. Hill, moved its reference to the Committee on Indian 
Afairs. s 

Mr. Robinson of B., moved to lay the bill en the table until 
the Ist ef Augus; which was supported by Mr. Potter, and 
opposed by Mr. Parker. 

Catiied, and bili laid on the table until the Ist of August. 

On motion of Mr. Sparks, tue Mouse adjourned until 3 


oclock B. M. 


2 uclunk, P. M. 


3 


e 


"t 


ne House inet—roli caiicd—not a quomm present, 

X Rotin-ou of B., stated that there was an important suit 
on hand, and tiat ti hree of the metabers of the House were en- 
gaged in she sume, ci heras witnesses, or counseliere, he there- 
for moved, tuat ‘he House adjourn until LỌ o'cluck tu-uorrow 
morning. - 

Lost. 

A om i present. 

Mr. Crisp. Ly leave, introduced “A Dill, to alter the time of 
ho iding the Dus ict Cours in the seventh Judicial District, 

ene for other. purposes,” 
ead Ist (tne. 

o. motion, rive suspeudcd, and bili 

Read 2d time, and referred to the Commitice on the Ju- 
diciaty. : 

Mr. Wiciamsen, by leave, introduced «A. ill, authorizing 
the eieetion of a Major General of Texas militia.” 

Read a 1st time. 

Mr. Robivis. n of B., moved tLe suspension of the rule reqoir- 
ing vilis to be read three several days: wien was supporied by 
Mr. Willams ou, and opposed by Air, Matthewy. 

Motion "iost. 

Mr. Walling. icave, introduced “A BHI authorizing the 
aking ofrepievy bouds in cer ain cases.” 

Read Ist tine. 

sA Bul, supp: 'ERIEREATY to an act, fo provide e for the re:urn of 
surveys, for the collection of Governmeut dues on land, Ke, 


un 


37 

Read a 2d time, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
dieiary. " 

«A Bill, to repeal in part an act, concerning Executions,” was 
taken up with a substitute of the Committee on tlie, Judiciary.” 

Mr. Williamson, moved to lay the bill aud substitute on the 
table. ` 

Lost. 

Question was then taken, and substitute adopted, and bill 
ordered to be Engrossed. 

“A Joint Resolution, supplementary to a joint resolution, 
granting further time for the payment of Government dues, and 
the return of field notes, approved, Nov. 27th, 1841;” was taken 
up and amendment of the Senate 

Adopted. 

Alr. Sparks, moved the House. adjourned until 9 o’elock, 
to-morrow morning. 

Lost, . 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the Assistant Clerk of the 
kiouse, was granted leave of absence, and the Chief Clerk was 
authorized to employ a substitute to fill his place. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the House adjourned until 
10 o'clock to morrow morning. 
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Tuespay, Dec. 20th, 10, A. E 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll being called, the following merhbers were preserit 
and answered to their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, Grimes; 
Hagler, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hewitt, Hodge, Hunter; 
Matthews, Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, Potter, Robinson 
of B., Robinson of S. , Scur ry, Sparks, Wal ling, Warren, Whyte 
and Williamson, 

A quorum present, the journal of the preceeding day was 
read and adopted. 

Mr. Potter presented the petition of David Shelby, which wes 

N referred to the Committee on the State of the*Republic. 
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‘The Committee on the Judiciary made the following report, 
‘to wit: 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred “A Joint 
Resolution for the relief of Wm. B. Williamson,” with instruc- 
tions to report a bill providing a method by which conditional 
certificates might bc' proven up, by the assignees of such cer- 
tificates, have had the subject under their cousideration ; and 
have instructed me to report—that the law does not authorize 
the transfer of conditional certificates ; and, consequently, the 
assignee of such certificates have neither equitable or legal 
rights in the same; and that it would be inexpedient, at this 
time, to a a law ‘of the character they were instructed to re- 
port: they, therefore, report the joint resolution back to the 
‘House, aid request to be discharged from the further conside- 


ration of the subject. 
(Signed) R. SCURRY, 
Chairman, 


Report received,and bill laid on the table, to come up among 
the orders of the day. 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred 
a bill, to be entitled “An Act to amend the law regulating 
proceedings in Justices Courts,” reported the same back to the 
‘House, without amendment, and recommend its passage. 
(Signed) JESSE J. ROBINSON, 

One of the Committee. 


Report received, and bili laid on the uoo to come up among 
the orders of the day. 

‘Phe Committee on the Judiciary iude the following report, 
to wit: 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred “ A 
Bill to quiet land titles in the Republic of Texas,” have had 
the same under consideration, and beg leave to report the same 
‘back to the House, recommending its rejection ; as they are of 
opinion that the law of limitations is is sufficiently definite to the 
subject-matter contemplated in the bill. 

- R. SCURRY, 


‘Chairman of Commilied: 


Report received, and bill laid on the table, to come up among 
'the orders of the day. 
The Committee on Engrossed Bills reported, that: they had 
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exoitingl a bill to repeal, in part, “An Act concerning Exect- 
“tions ;" also a bill to be entitled * An Act for the relief of the 
assigns of Octavius A. Cook, deceased ;" also, an act to repeal 
"An Aét, entitled «An Act to regulate the colleetion of Impost 
- Duties, ? approved July 23d, 1819; also, “A Joint Resolntion 
for the relief of Sanl Hughes, E. H. Campbell, and James 
: Moore,” and find the samé correctly engrossed. ` 
l i (Signed) . HIRAM 'HANOYER, 
MD One of the Committee. 
Report adopted. ' ~o 
Mr. Warren presented the petition of Ð. C: Gilmore, 
which was referred to the Committee on the State of the Re- 


2ublic. + 
The Committee on Finance, G. W. Hill, Chairman, teported 
a bill making art appropriation "for the year. 1843. . > 


Read a Ist time. 

Mr. Robinson of B,, offered the follewing g resolution: 

Resolved, That reports from the committees on Engrossed 
-and Enrolled Bills shall be considered as adopted, without put- 

ting the question, unless objection is made. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of B., the rule was suspended, 
‘requiring resolutions to lay on ‘the table one day. . 

Resolution read a 2d time, and adopted. 
> Mr. Scurry, introduced the-following resolution: 

“ Resolved, that the Committee on Foreign Relations be di- 
'rected to enquire into the expediency.of annexing the Republic _ 
' of Texas to the Wnited States of America ; and report thereon, . 

'às soon as practicable.” s. 
Resolution, on motion, adopted. 
Mr. Warren, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled An 
Act to authorize. the several County Courts to raisé a revenue 
Dy license on Public Ferries,” i 

Read a Ist time. . 

The Select Committee, R. M Williamson, Chairman, to 
whom was referred the memorial of the Hon. Wm. J. Jones, 
reported a bill for his relief, and recommended its passage. * 

_ Report received, and bill read Ist time, 

On motion of Mr. Wil liamson, rule suspended, and bill read 
.a 2d time, 

Ga motion of Mr. Robinson, of B. rule farther suspended, 

bill read a 3d time, and passed. 

Mr: Hill, by leave, introduced An Act to amend ‘An Act se- 
curing Patent-rig hts to. Inventors. " 

Read Ist time. 

M . 
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Mr. Hill. by leave, introduced *An Act authorizing an addi- 
tional comnenst ‘tion to be paid to certain officers of the Civil 
List.” 


On motion of Mr. Robiuson of I., the Hob ie then proceeded 
to dispose of the business ou the Speaker's teble, and to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
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A EL to be entitled © Àn Ae: for the relief ef. the ass signees 
of Octavius A. Cook: ry 

iod 34 tls, znd parsed, 

A message was received iron the Senate, Saha the House 
of the passage of * A Juint Resolution antucrizing the President 
to take commend of the Army.” . 

* An Act to rencal an act entided ‘An Aet to reguiate the 
colleeti.n of Impos: pat: xs. i l 

Read a ou timo. 
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Mr. Hunter moved to th which mse 
tion was sported by 3 I, Matthews and „Darnell: 
and opposed by Ps Robinsen, of B., aud Park jer, . 

The ayes i fer ou 
follows: 

x Wd d Sneaker, Crisp, Dial, HI: el Hanover, Hew- 
it, Hil Hodge, NE Matthews, Parker, Penna!l , Portis, 
i 
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Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Warren and Willla uode. 
. Noes— Messrs. Bower, , Gernissor, Grimes, Hagler, Haynes; 
Miiby, F PLODIES, Robinson of B., Robinson of & ,aud Ward, 1l. 
i Carried, an à ball laid on the table. 

“Soit R a for the eet ef Bami Hughes, E, H, 
Campbell, and James Xocie., . 

Read 3d time, and passed, 

« A Bill authorizing the election of a Major-General of Texas 
Miitic.” i 

Read 2d time, 


s EE 


s 


Mr. Portis offered the following amendment : 
Insert, after “joint ballot," the words, és ee term of service 


` shall continue fdr the term of eight months, from and after the 
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election;” also the following additional section, viz : 

«Be it further enacted, ‘That it shall be, the duty of the 
chief justices of each county in the Republic, at the time of pub- 
lisuing the regular annual election, on the first Monday of Sep- 
tember next, to advertize 'and'opeu a poll for tse election of a 
. Major-General, whose term of office shall be four years; and 
that the person receiving the hlghest number of votes shall ba 
duly commissioned by the President.” . 

W hich amendinsat was supported by. Messrs. Portis and 
Dennison, and opposed by Mr. Scurry. 

Mr. Matthews moved the bill be referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. | MN. 

Lost. 

Mr. Hill moved to lay the bill, aud anisudments, upon the 


table. 


v 


Carried, and biil laid upon the table. 
4 A Bil to authorize the taxing of Replevy Bonds in certain 
cases,” 
Read a 2d time, and, on motion of} Mr. Potter, referred tojthe 
Committe: on the J udieiar y. 
SA BHi, to MEE tie German Emigrating Company. 3 
Read 2d tima, and referred to the Committee on the State of 
the Republic. 
€ A Bill, to amend * "Án Act rezulating Elections,’ f agpraved 
Oct. Jd 1837." 
"Read Zd time; and. on motion; referred to di e Committee dn 
Privit Mes aud "seio. LA 
A bill. to be entitied “An Act to divid e the couuty of Red 
River n judicial purposes. x 
Read a 2d tiny ', and roferred to a select coinmittee, consisting 
of Messrs, Ro'nnseu of D., Milby, Putter, Parker, Matthews, 
Portis and Wailing, 
«A Billio establish a Sabbath, or day of rest, in the Sepu is 


of Tegas.” 


Read 2d time, and icierzod to the Committee on tlie Siate of 
the Repubiie, 

A bill to be entitled « An Act to organize a certain part of the 
county of Liberty for judicial and ctüer purposes.” 

Read a 2d time, ‘and referred to a select commitice, consisting 
of Messrs. Robinson of B., Silby, Potter," Parker, Matthews, 
. Portis and Walling. . i 
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The Committee on Public Printing made the following report, 
to wit: . m EE 


Wasurixeton, Dec. 19, 1812. 


To the Hon. i. H. Darei ', 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

The C 'omniittee, to whom was-referred a “Joint Resolution, 
which originated in the Senate, requiting a concurrence of ‘a 
majority of a joint commitiee of both houses, to contract for’ 
public printi ug, have had the sdme under considera, ion, and ' 
have instructed me to recommend iis indeunite posiponement ; ; 
and to report e sübstitute therefor: ' 


(Signed © M. WARD. Jr., 
i Chairman. | 
"uid adop de : HE 4 
Mr. Robinson, of B., moved to adjourn until 3 o'clock 


Lost. : 

A bill to emend “An Aet granting Land to Emig gras,” apr 
proved January zh, 1841, together ^ with a substitut te. reported 
by the Committce on Public Lands, "as taken up on its 2d 
reading, 

Mr risp moved the House adjourn until 3 o'clock, P.M. 

Carried. TENE i ‘ 


$ ociock, P. M, 


The House met—roll ca?ed—quormn present. 
“A Bil, io «mend an act entitled ‘An Act granting land 
to Emigrants,” &e., still nuder eunsideration, 


Question on ihe adoption of the substitute of the Committee - - 


on Public Lancs, 
Supported by Messrs. Matthews and Crisp, and. opposed by 
Messrs. Potter, Senrry, Warren aud Sparks. 
Mr. Any moved the indefinite postponement of the bill 
and substitute, 
The ayes and noes were called for, on the motion, and stood 
thus: 
Ayes-—AMessrs, Bower, Dennison, oue Hagler, Haynes, 
Hil, Milby, Portis, Potter, Seurrv, Sparks and Warren—12. 
_Noes— Messrs, Speaker. one, Dial. ase Halbert, Hano- - 
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i 7 liamson- 
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‘ver, Hewitt, Hodge Hunter ; Matthews, Parker, Pennall, Robin- 
son of B., Robinson. o S S. s Di Whyte @ and wi il- 
18, 2 
* Motion Jost. 
. Mr Crisp moved to lay the bill and substitute on the table. 
Lost. 
Mr. Parker móyed the PN of the substitute. 
Mr. Robinson;.of B., offered: the folowing amendment to the 


^. substitute, to wit: 


. Be tt further enacted, . That ail persons who shall emigrate, 
and shall setgle west of the Colorado, s shall be entitled to 1980 
'acres cf. land.” : 

Adopted. l l E . i 

The ayes and'noes wére then called for, om the’ adoption of 
the substitute, as amended, and stood as follows: 

Ayes— Messrs. Speaker, ‘Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Halbert, fie 
ver, Haynes, Hewitt, Hill, Hodge, Hunter, Matthews, Robinson 
ot B., Robinson of S. W alling, Ww ard, Whyte and. William-. 
sonic. 

Noes— Messrs. Bower, Dennison, Fields, Milby, Par bs Pen- 

. nall, Portis; Potter, Scurry, Sparks, and Warren--11; 

"Substitiite adopted. 

Mr. Hill offered the following ameamini to the amendment 
of Mr. Robinson of B.: . 

Insert, after “Colorado,” **or north of the San Antonio Boad,” 

Adopted. i 

Mr. Portis movéd the following’ additional amendment: 

Insert, after the word * road, 4 or SCORET of Aus tin.” 

i Adopted: s "o 
- Mr. Hill moved to strike out the endeting clause. 

‘Mrs Sparks moved the House adjourn until 10 o "clock tomor- 
row morning. 

Lost, .. i 

The ayes ahd noes being called for on the motion of Mr. 
Hill, to strike ọm the enacting clause, stóod as follows : : 

* Ayes— Messrs; Speaker, Dennison, Fields; Grimes, Hanover, 
Haynes, Hewitt, Hill, Hunter, Milby, Pennall, Portis, Potter, 


: : Scurry, Sparks, ‘and Warren—16. 


Noes—-Messrs. Bower, Crisp, Crisp, Dial, Halbert, Hodge, 


* Matthews, Parker, Robin-son of B., Robirigon of 5 Walling, 


Ward, Whyte and Williamson—13. 
- Carried. 
The Committe on Eingrossed Bills, made the following re- 
porie S ; f : ee l 
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Horse or fpeusesartves) 


. December 20th, 1512. 
To ik: Bon. N. H Drrzeil, - . 
Speaker of the House of Hepresentatives. 
The Committee on Bagrossed Bills have examined a bill to 
be ent.tiod “An Aet to incorporat te the Matagorda Caney Navi- 


gation Company,” * and fad the same eo rreetly engrossed, 


(signed) HISAM HANOVER, 


2 


oa Li 


Mr. iit ner by leave, intraduced a “Joint Resolution for the 
relief of Alussrss s Neighbors and Rivers.” ° 
He:d lst time. 


On ation, rule suspended, resolution read a 2d time, and 


~- 


referred to the Committee on Post-offices and Pusta roads, 

^o Bir Seurry, by jeavd, introduced a Lill, to be entitled “An 
Actio prosas tire progress of userul arts, and to re peal all acts, 

and paris ef acts, » heretolore n made | for tiat purpese," 


"t 


Read ist ums 
(in motien, rule suspend d, biil "ead a 2d time, and referred 
to the Committee on the E tate of the Re public. 


Gn motion of Xr. Howitt, 31essrs. thi! h Beary a aud Mat 
wore added 1o the Committee on in dian Affairs. 

The £7 maittos oa Enrolled Bills made the tnilowing report, 
to wit: , 


HOUSE OF D EPRESENLATIVES)} 
December 20th, 1942 4 
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To the Hon. N. H. Darnell, 
&oeik-r of the Hose of Repr eSentativss. 
The Committee on Enrolled’ Bilis have examined a “Joint 
“Res intion, supplementary to a "Jo;ut Lessintion, granting 
farther time for the payment of Government Dues, and the 
Ye {nrn of Field notes Sy approved November 27th, 1841," and 
od the same cerrsetiy enrolied. 
"i ne same having been sigued by the Speaker of the House, 
nd the President of the Sen: ste, wus, this day, presented to 


* 


a 
his Excelleney tl the President, for iis approval. 


(Signed) ISAAC PARKER, 
Chairman, 
Report adopted. ) 07 


ftw 


One of tue Comittee. 


* 


um 
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On motion of Mr. Potter, Messrs. Robinson, of B., and 


Seurry, were added to the Cominittee on Naval Atfatis. 
"On inction of Mr. Robinson'of B., the Fouse adjourned’ until 
i 360 o'clock to- morrow monum 


LÀ . . w 


» 


et 


Wepnespay, Dec. 21st, 1542, 

"Phe House inet pursuant to adjournment. 

“The roll being cali ed the following members, answered io 
their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Crisp, Denhison, Dial, Fields, 
Grimes, Haglef, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hewitt, Poi 
Hunter, Matthews, Mi iby. Parker, Peebles, Pennal, ey Pot- 
ter, Robinson of B., Robinson of S., Scurry, W alti , Ward, 
Warren and Whyte. 

A quorum present. 

The Journalot the preceding day was read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr Warren, Messrs. Crisp and Ward were 
added to the Select Committee on Judicial counties. 

The petition of A. B. Sheiby, was presented by Mr: W illiam- 
son; and 

Ön motion, was roterred to aeSelect Committce composed of 
Messrs. Williamson, Walliug, Robinson of B., Crisp and 
Peebles. B 

The petition of Thruston M.,'l'aylor, was presented by Mr. 
Potter; and * ` 

On motion, was referred to a Select Committee-composed of 
Messrs. Williamson, Walling, Robinsow or B, Crisp and 
Peebles. 

The petition of the citizens of Burnet county, Was pyesented 
by Mr. Parker; and C 

On motion, referred to the Connnittee, on the Judiciary. 

The Committee on the Judiciary made the following reports: 

The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred “ A 
Bill, to authorize the taking of Replevy Bonds, in certain cases,” 
have had the same under their consideration, and are of opinion, 
that provisions of the bill are unconstitntiona!; and its objects 
X " 
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are impeletic and inexpedient, they therefore recommend its 
iis indefinite posiponsi ee P 
ES i . R. SCURRY, 


; Charman, , 


WwW hick seii was reċsived, and billlaid on the teble fo come 
up among the orders of the day. : 

Also, tne following report: 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred; “A 
Bill, to amend an act, regulating probate sales, &c.” beg: (ace 
to report, that the Committee have had the said bill under con- 
sideration, and report thé same back to the House, and recom- 


' mend its passage without amendment. 


(Signed} ' | JAMES DENNISON. 
One of the Committee. 


* 
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Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come - 


up among tbe orders of the day. 

Also, the following: : 

Tue Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred “A 
Bill, to be entitled an act, to amend the Probate Law,” have -Lad 
the same under consideration, and are of opinion, that the 
-amendments propósed in said bill shouid be enacted into a law. 
‘The committee therefore return the bill to the House without 
-amendment, and recommend its sais 

i (Signed j JESSE J. ROBINSON, | 
; One of the Committee. 

Which report 1 was received, ‘and bill laid upon the table to 

some up amo:.g the orders of the day. 

Also, the following: , 

Toe Committee on the J udiciary to whom was referred, “A 
Bill supplementary to an act, entitled an act, to provide for the 
return of sufveys, for the collection of ‘Government dues op 
lands and for other purposes,” Lave had the same under consid- 
‘eration and have made an amendment thereio, and annexed it 
to the bill, which is herewith returned to the House, a and iis pas- 
sage as amended, recommended by the Committee. r 

(Signed) . : J. J. ROBINSON, 
One of the Committee. 


Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table t 
‘come up among the orders of the day. 


EST ] : NUN 97 : 
‘fhe Committee on Public Lands, M. W., Matthews chairman, 
> to whom was referred “A Joint Resolution, requiring the Board, 
‘of -Land Comniissioners .of each county in this WR i 
issue land -cettificates to Emigrants for head rights &c.” 
ported a Substitute for the same, and recommended its sae 

Report received, and bill laid upon the table to coms up. 
among the orders of. tl day. 
The Committee on Public Lands, made the following report: 
. ‘The Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the 
petition of Jonathon Bird, have had. the same under considera- 
tion, and ask leave to report thé same back to the House, and 
recommend its referctice to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
. (Signed) . JH. us MATTHEWS. 
Chairman. 
Which report was adopted. . M rri 
". ‘A Select Committee, made the following at 
The Select Committee, to whom was referred “A Bill, to or- 
.' ganize a certain part of Liberty county for Judicial purposes, sg 
after giving.the bill due consideration, 2 tlie same back to 
the House, ¢ and recommend its passage. — - 
(Signed) . TOD ROBINSON, 
" Chairman. 
Which report’ was —€— and bil laid upon the table, to 
come up among the ordérs ot the dày. 
Also, the following: oo 
. The Select Committee, to whom was réferred, “A Bill, to 
divide the County of Red river, for Judicial and other pur- 
poses, have had the same under tonsideratión, and ask leave to 
report.the same back to the House - vit h sündry amendments, 
and recommend lis passage. 
(Signed) . /, |, , TOD ROBINSON. 
Chairman. 
"— Which report was received, 'ahd bill laid upon the table to 
come up among the the orders of the day. 
Mr. Pesbles, by leave, introduced « A Bill, uc ges of 
Sheriffs aad Constablés,” S 
- Read Ist time. 
Mr.’ Werren, by leavó, introdueed .“A Joint Resolution, 
granting a league of land; to John L. Sydner, P. G. Street ‘and 
J. V. Singer, owners of the Steam-boat Mustang. 
Read Ist time. 
The Committee of Privileges and Elections, D. Y. Portis, 
á Chairman, to whem was referre d "A Bill, to amd an act, - 
N 
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regulating elections &c. A reperted, by a substitute, and reconi 
mended us passage. * 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the cht, to come 
up among the orders of tle day. 

Mr. Portis, by leave, intriduced “A Bill, entitled an act; to 
amend the attachment laws of the Republic of Texas.” 

Read Ist time. 

Mr. White, by leave, introduced «A Biil, to te entitled an 
act, to aiter in part, and define the Northern boundary line of 
the county of Harrison. z 

Read a 1st time. 

Mr. Portis, by leave, introduced “A Bul,to be entitled an act, 
to amend the Judiciar y laws of the Republic of Texas.” 

Read Ist time. 

. Mr, Ward, by leave, introduced “A Bill, to be entitled an act, 
supplementary to an, act, to incorporate aud establish the Col- E 
lege of De Kalb" 

“On motion of Mr. Seuri y, the House proocceded to dispose of * 
the business on the Speakers table, and to the . 


a 


: ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
«A Bill, to repeal the Tariff and to declare the ports of ‘Texas 
iree," being E special order of the day, was texeg up and read 


92d time. . 
Question on the Engrossment ofthe bili. 
Mr. Petter, moved a call of the House. Carried. i 


` And Sergeant-at-2 Tins dispatched for absent members. 
‘The Sergeant-at--\rmis returned with Messrs. Sparks, Hill aud 


Haynes. 
Mr. Dennison, moved to snspend a further call of the House. 
Lost. 
On motion cf Mr. Potter, à further call of the House was 
suspended. 


The ayes and noes w ere called for, en the Engrossment 
of te bill, and stood as fudows: 

Ape o sis, Speaker, Crisp, ingen au: Dial, Hewitt, 
Hill, Hodge. Matthews, Parker, Pennall, Portis, Robinson of B., 
Robinson of S., Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward Whyte'and 
Williamson—19. i 

Noes—Messrs. Bower, Fields, Grimes, Hegler, Halbert, Han: 
over, Haynes, Hunter, Milby, Peebles, Pc tier, Sherman and 
Warren—13. 


* 


; . 99. : ‘ 

Carried, and bill ordered to be Engrossed. 

Mr. mil, moved a re-consideration. of the vote, and pi 
ed the report af à minority of the Corpimitted. on Finanee. 

Mr. Williamson, moved-the motion fora re- OBS Ceo 
lay on the tabie. 

Carried. , ; - 

"The report of the Minority of the Committee on Finance was 
read; and 

On motion of Mr. Warren, the report was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the motion to re-consider 
was made the special order of the day for 11 o'elock on Friday 
next. 

Mr. Warren moved the re-consideration of the vote, striking 
out the enacting clause of “A Bill, granting land to Emigrants 
&ec. 7 

Mr. Hunter, moved to lay said motion on the table. 

Carried. 

5 A Bill, to amend an act, 'securing patent rights to inventors." 

Read 2d time, -and referred to the Committee on the State 
of the Republic, 

"A Bill, to be entitled an act, authorizing an additional com- 
pensation to certain officers of the civil list. ’ 

Read 2d time; and T 

On, motion of Alr. Dennison, was referred to the Committee 
on Retrenchment. 

«A Bill, to authorize the several County Courts to raise a 
revenue, by a license on public ferries,” 

Read 2d time. 

Mr. Matthews, moved its referencd to the Committee on thie 
Judiciary, > - 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Warren, the bill was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Bridges. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of a substitute for*A Bill, to be entitled an 
act regulating the Navy agency; ’ also, | * 

xA Joint Resolution, requiring the President to order an 
election for Major General.” - 

Mr. Scurry, offered the following resolution: . 

* Resplvcd, ‘That the’ Committee .on*Roads and. Bridge, he 
hereafter known by the name ef the Committee on Internal Im- 
provements. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, the rule was suspended, requiring 
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resolutions to iay on the table onc ‘day for consideration, and 
resolution adopied. ' - JE 
“A Bill, te incorporate the Matagorda, Caney Navigation 
Compauy.” : T 
Read 3d time. . t 


Mr. Dennison, moved the bili be re-committed’ to the Com» 


raittee on Interna! Improvements. 
i Corried. M M 
4 Bill, io detide the boundaries of Brazos County, &c. 
Read 2d time. : ENT i 
Mr. Grimes, moved to lay the bill ôn the table. 
Lost. 7 
A message was received from ; the Senate, informing the House , 
cf the passage of c bili, ier tae relief of Wm. J. Jones.” 
Mr. Crisp, moved that the -bill te define the PE of 
Brazos county, &e.” be referred te a select Committee. 


* 
* 


Carried. i . . 

Mr. Portis. moved the Heuse.sdiourn unti 10 o’ciock, to- 
moray morning. ! i ' 
'oLosn l ' : 


M. Hii or iecve :CüroGticed SA Bi, te amend an an aet, 
:eguiating the coasting trece, ane i enrollment of vesseis. passec 
Janaarc Aii 2 edi, and te. recilate and propezLon tonnage duty. - 
aud tees ofeahocto:s. 

Hoan d ast thie. "og 

Oi moti be Mispenced, all icad Zi time, and gus 

ie the Corumittee on binasnec. * 

Mr. Waiünsg moved te tase up *; t Bill, to repeal in part anc 

LENG npn: conte iz county o; Smith. 


* 


f artiet.. Nux 
Du. read Za time. and zeferred to the Committee on the Ju- 
Eure : i 


for RKL oi Mr. arae WS, the House & adjourned nnt Lr 
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000. Tuurspay; Dec. 92d, 10, A. M. ' 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. : 
The roll beiag:called, 4he following members "were present 
and answered to ‘their names: ; 


' . Messrs.. Speaker, Bower, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, Fields, 


- Grimes: Halbert, Hanover; Haynes, Hewitt,. Hodge, Hünter, . 


Matthews, Milby, Parker, Peebles; Pentiall, .Potis; Robinson 
of B., Rabinson of S., Scurry, Sparks, Walling, W aid, Warren 
and Williamson. 

A quorum present, the journal of the preceeding day was 
read and adopted. 

The Committee on the State of the Republic, Jesse Grimes, 


Chairman, to whom was ‘referred, the memorial of Henry ' 


Tucker, a free man of colour; reported the same back to the 


House, with «A Joint Resolution for his relief.” Read Ist time. ' 


The Committee on Internal Improvements madé ihe follow- 
ing report: 


“The Committee" o; on Internal Improvement, to whom was re-: 


“ferred “ A Bill, to incorporate the Matagorda Caney Navigation 
Company, beg leave to xs the same back i the House, with. 
an amendment.. 


* 


(Signed): ' "e a DENNISON, 
toos Chairman. 
Which report was received, aud bill laid on the. ium to.come 
up among the orders of the day. "A : 


The Committee on Enrolled Bills, -Isaae Parker, Chairman, 
reported, that they.had examinfd “An Act,'for the relief of Wm. 
J..Joues,” and find the same correctly enrolled; the same having 
been signed by.the Speaker of the House ‘of Representatives, 
aud the President of the Senate, was presented. to. His-Excel- 
lency the President, for his approval, -on the 21st inst. 

, Report adopted. — ... 

A Select Committee made the follewing report : 


* 


A Select Committee, to whom was Tefered the memorial: - 


of the Hon. A. B. Shelby, have had the samie under consid- 


' éfation; and believing that the claim is just, recommend a 
- Special appropriation fer the payment thereof, and. said appro- 


PU to be included in the general appropriation bill. - 
. [Signed] ZEE R. M. WILLIAMSON, 


9 


o® 


*. : .- Chairman. 


i 


_ Which report was adopted, ^ °,  - 


d * 
$ 
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The Spoaker appointed Messrs. Robinson of B., Walling, 

: Peebles, Diai and Halbert, as a Select Commitiee, to whom was 
referred “A B, to doine tc boundaries of Brazos county, and 
for other purposes.” 2E 

Mr. Crisp, by leave, introduced “á Biil, to be entitled an act, - 
to increase the salary of the Attorney General," 

Read ist time. : 

‘A message was received from His Excellency the res 
dent, “and f 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of B. the House went into 
secret session, for the purpose of taking the same unden consid- 
eration, ater some time being spent therein the doors were 
opened. | d 

Mr. Crisp, moved that the House adjourn until 3 o’cloek 
B.E 


Los: 
afr, Robinson of B., moved that the House adjourn until 


Monday morning at 19 o'cioek, 
Lost. 
Me. Potter, moved the House adjourn until Monday morning 
ti I Q ‘clock. h f " ! 
Lest. 
Mr. Crisp, moved ihe House adjourn until 3 o'clock this 
evening. a 
Carried, 


* 


R 


; 3 o'clock, P. M. 
The House moet —and a quorum being present. 
The House proceeded to SUD 
A message was rceeived f de the Senate, informing the 
to be entitled an aei, supple- 


joume ef 1:3 passage ot 8 V Dh 4l, 

tacar? t $1loBen ente 7 an eet, to divide the county of Red 
= » 2 PU E] xt "i - 

Fiver, aui fo erste awi excusi tae counties of Bowie and 


Lamar: tao, , 

så Bill, to be enütied an act, to designate the southern 
boundary of Lamar connty, and for other purposes; "elo, 

«A Bul, to be entitled an act, to amend the existi: ig laws in 
relation te proceedings in Courts of Probate;” also, 

«A Bil, to be entified an aet, to exempt certain articles 
therein named fiom impost duties; also, 

* A Bil, to be entitled an act, to legalize the proceedings of the 

fall term f 15121 | of g Distriet Court of Bexar county;” also, s 


ts 


P s 308 ! 
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EA Joint Resolution, for the relief of. J. Pinkney Hender- 
Sony" also, with an amendment, . 

GA Bill, to be entitled an aet, transferring an unexpended ap- 
propriation, for the contingent expences of the seventh Con- 
gress,” * 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the House then prs ceeded 
to GEES) of the business on the Spaniers table, gnd to the 


^ ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


* A communication having been received from His Excelency 
the President: : 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the same was ordered*to lay on .' 
the table for one hour.- 

Mr. Hunter, by leave, introduced “'Fhe Petition of Wm. B. 
Goodman,” which was read, and referrred to the Commiitee on 
Claims and Accounts. 

Mr. Hunter, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “An 
Act to amend the several laws regulating the Post-office Depart- 
ment.” ; 

Read 2d time. 

Mr. Crisp moved the suspension of the rule, requiring bills 


to lay on the table one day. 


Carried, 
Bill read a 9d time, and referred to the Committee on Post- 


olfices and Roads, with instructions to report to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Milby, “A Dill, to organize a part of 
Liberty County. for judicial, and other purposes,” Was taken up 
on its 2d reading. 

Question on the engrossment of the bill. 

* Carried, and bill ordered to be Engrossed. 

uA Bill, making an appropriation for the, year 1843," was 
taken up, and read a 2d time. 

Mr. Robinson, of B., moved the House go into a Committee 
of the Whole upon the said bil. ' ; 


Carried, 
Mr. Robinson; of B., was called to the Cliair; and, after 


some time spent. therein, the Committee arose, reported pro- 
gress, and begged leave to sit again, to-morrow morning at 11 
o'clock, 

On motion of Mr. Crisp, the House adjourned until 10 
so cloek, fo-morrcw morning. ! 


E 


~- & 4 
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" . Friday, Dec. 23d, 10, A. M. 

Tne roll being called, the following members answered t6 
their names: -~ . 

Messrs. Nnoaker, Bower, Vip, Dennison, Dial, Fields 
Hagler, Ha bert Hanover, Hewitt, Hill; Hedge, "Hunter, Mat- 
thews, Milby, Parker, P. gebles, Pennal, Portis, Robinson ‘of B. 
Robinsomof m. Senzry, W alling ge, W ard, Warren Whyte and 
Williamson. . . : 

à quorum present, Í . 4 
, The Journal of the precading day was read and adopted. 

The Commitee on the Judiciary made the following report, 
to wit: : ; 


* 


a 


. ComMirrec-Room, Dec. 23d, 1812. 


To the Bor. xa, -H Dornet, 
Speaker of the House ef Represeniatives. 

The Judiciary Committee, to whom was referred a bill .to 
repeal, in part, aud-amend au act creating the couniy of Smith, 
have had the same under consideration n. and have instruetsc 
me to repor.— 

Tlie sixth section of the scheduie of the Constitution ap- 
portions and xcs ‘the representation of the several counties in 
existence, at the time of its formation; and desigznates the pe- 
riod at whieh an alteration maybe made in their representa- 
tion, Until the first, enumeration, this section apportions to 
the precine: or ecunty of Nacogdoches, wo representatives,— 
it as, therefore, sub niited, that thé alteraion propcsed by the - 
vill under consideration, ‘to divide the representation of Aacog- 
doches between Nacogdoches and the county of Smith) is in 
direct violation of the aforementioned provision of ihe Consti- 
tation. . . 

At ihe same tims that 3 your Con mitico feel bound to recom- 
mend the indefinite postponement of the bill under considera- 
tion, on account of its cout tempiatad violatiou of the- Constitu- 
tion, they hi ave hind under consideration, and have insiructed 
me to report o bill, which they believe to be free from such ob- 
jections ; whilst if secures to the citizens of those territories, al] 
the convenience, in tue administration of justice, anticipated by 
these who have petitioned for their formation. 

The Committee have Lesitated long in recommending to the 
honorable. Co, ongress, the formation ` of these counties ; ; "which 
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must, necessarily, add to the number of judges, and, conse- 
quently, increase the appropriátion for that department of the 
Government; yet, when they look to the immensely prepor-. 
derating importance which the speedy administration of civil, 
and criminal jurisprudence should exercise over the conside- 
ration of this body, they cannot hesitate in recommehding every 
measure which will,at all, facilitate its consummation. The dis- 
tance which some of the citizeas, in. the territories mentioned, 
reside from their different county-seats, as they are now organ- 

' ized, amounts, if not to a denial of justice, to a very onerous 
and oppressive administration of it And whilst the Committee 
have extended all the facilities which they believed a correet in- 
terpretation of the Constitution will enable them to db, they 
regret that it is not in their power to afford them all the advan- 
tages of regularly organized counties. 

The Committee cannot but aequiesce in the justice and pro- 
priety of the decision of the Supreme Court, in reference to the 
judicial county of Ward; and they have endeavorded to frame 
the accompanying bill, so as to secure the advantage, and avoid 


the errar. : i 
j - DAVID Y. PORTIS. 
From the Judiciary Committee. 
Report received, and bill laid on the table, to come up among 
‘the orders of the day. , 
The Committee on Finance made the following report, viz : 
The Committee on Finance have had under consideration, 
“A Bill supplementary to An Aet to raise a revenue by direct 
taxation,” and have, particularly, instructed me to report the 
-same back to the House, and recommend that it be permitted to 
"slumber, without further action, until the 4th of July next. 
l z G. W. HILL, 
Chairman. 
Report received; and bill laid on the table, to come up among 
the orders of the day. | 
Alse the following: ' ; 
.— The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred “A Joint 
‘Resolution requiring the President to put in suit alt forfeited 
bonds,” &c., have had the same under consideration, and in- . 
. ‘Structed me to report the same back to the House, and recom- 
mend that it be laid on the table, without further action. 
, ‘ (Signed) G. W. HILL, 
: MM Chairman. 
Report received, and bill laid on the table, to come up among 
the orders of the day. l ' 
; QUE 


* 


.. $06 


* 


, Also, the following: s j 
The Committee on Finance, to whott was referred «A. Bilf 


‘to provide for the payment of Assessors,” have had ihe same . 


-under consideration; and have instructed me to report the 
same back to the House, with an amendment, and recommend 
EC passage. 

(Signed). G. W. HILE, 
* i Chairman. 


Which report was received, and bill laid upon me table to ` 


` come up among the orders of the day. 
"The Committe on Finance,.G.. W. Hill, Chairman, to whom 


was referred “ An Act, amendatory to an act entitled * An Act . 


to amend an act to raise a Revenue by Direct Taxation,’ ap- 
proved 5th February, 1842," reported ihe same back to the 
House, with amendments, and recommended its passage. 


Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table to 


eome up among the orders of the day. 

Also, the following: 

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred “A Bill 
io amend ‘An Act iegulating the Coasting ‘Trade, and enrol- 
ment of vessels? passed Ath January 1841, and to regulate and 
proportion ‘Vonage Duty, and collection of Fees,” with accom- 
- panying documents, have had the same under consideration ; 
and have instructed me to report the bill back to the House, 
with amendments, and recommend its passage. 

. (Signed) . G. W. HILL, 
` ; : Chairman. 


* * 


Which report - was received, and bill laid on the table to come | 


up among the orders of the day. 


The Committee on ihe Judiciary made the following report, 


^ fowit: ; 
^ The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred 


-SA Bill to amend ‘An Act for-the election of Sheriffs, Coroners, 


- and Constables,” report the same back to the House, and recom. ` 


mene its passage, . À 
i .. (Signed; 07 H. N. POTTER, 
1 One of the Committee, 


* 


- Which report was received, and bill 1aid on the table. to come , 
up among the orders of the day. 
Also, the following: 


The Committee on the Julium to whom was referred * A. 


* 
* 
* 


* 
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Bil, to be entitled t An Aet to declare trespass, in certain cases, 
farceny, » report the same’ back to the House, and recommend 
` its passage. . 

l (Signed) ; .H. N. POTTER, : ; 
4 , One of the Committee. 


Which report was seein and bill laid upon the table, to ° 
come up among the orders of the day. © +- : 

The Committee. on Post-offices and, Post-roads, M. Ward, 
Chairman, to whom was, referred “A, Bill to amend the several 
laws regulating ‘the. Post-oftice Department," reported the same 
back to the Hóuse,. with an àmendment, and. recommended ils 
' passage. . 

2 Which report was received, and bill laid upon the ible to 
come úp among the orders of the day. 

The Select Committee, Tod. Robinson, Chairman, to whom 

was referred **À Bill, to define the boundaries of Brazos County, 
aud for other. purposes,’ reported the same.back to the House, 
and recommended it to be laid on*the table; there being no 
data before them. to enable them to act in the matter. 

Report received,.and bill laid upo the table, to come up 
among ths orders of the day. 

Mr. - Matthews; by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled “An 
Act authorizing the Secretary nf the Treasury to issue change 
. notes, and for other purposes.” : : 

Read Ist time, ~ 

Mr. Hodge, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “An Act 
legalizing the location of the County Eie of Pantin County." 

' Read Ist time. 

Mr. Dial, by leave, introduced a bill, to be enim “An Act, 
to render efficient, the protection of the Western Frontier,” ' 

Read Ist fime. ed 

Mr. Parker, by leave, Modaal a bill, to bà entitled | «Án 
Act appropropriating four leagues of land to Trinity College.” 
Read a Ist time. 

Mr. Fields offered the following resolution, to wit: goce 
— * Resolved, by the House of Representatives, That the Pre- 
sident and Heads of Departments be required to furnish this 
House, with aù account of the manner in which they have dis. 
bursed the contingent funds appropriated for their several de-’ 
partments, the sixth gnd last Congress. "M 

Laid on the table one day for consideration. 

Mr. Potter, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled * An 
Act more effectually to suppress rioting and insurrectionary as- 

« . p i M { * 
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semblics, caleulated to prevent the due exeention or adminis- 
tration af the Jaw.” 


Read Ist time. . 

Mr. Potter moved a suspension of the rule, that the bill might 
be placed on its 2d reading. 3 

_, Lost. 


^ Mr. Whyte, by leave, introduced “A Bill, to provide for the 
location of small traets of land. 5 

Read Ist time. 

Mr. Walling, by leave, introduced «A Bill, to o provide for: the 
location of the Seat of Government." 

- . Read Ist time. 

Mr. Fields, moved the rejection of the bill. 

“Mr. Robinson of B., moved to lay the motion on the, table. 

Carried. 

The Seleet Committee, R. M. Williamson, Chairman, to 
whom was referred the petition of Thurston M. "Faylor, by 
leave, reported “A Bill, for his relief,” and recommended its 
passage. j 

Report received, and bill read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, and 
bill read 2d time. 

Mr. Hill, moved its reference to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the bill was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, the bill transferring. an unex- 
pended appropriation for the contingent expenses “of seventh 
Congress, with amendments from the ‘Senate, was taken up. 

The question being taken, first amendment was adopted. 

Mr. Dennison, moved to lay the bill with amendments on the 
table. 2 

Lost. 

fiuestion on second amendment. 

Mr. Hill, moved io strike out $7,000, and insert $4,800. 

; Carried. 

Mr. Robinson of B., moved to la; y the bill on the table. 

ist. 

Mr. Cxisp, moved the House adjourn until 3 o'eloek P. M. 

Lost. l 

Mr. Hill, moved to s strike out in third amendment, $5,000." 
and insert $52,900. , 

Carried, ond amendment adopted, 


¥ 
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Mr. Potter, moved that the House adjourn until 3 o'clock, 
Lost. 


The Committee on the Judiciary made the following report, 
to wit: >- : , 


CoxurrTEE-Roon, , 
December 23d, 1842. 4 


To the Hon. N. H. Darnell, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
Joint Reselution, apportioning the representation between Na- 
cogzdoches and Burnett counties, together with the memorial 
from the citizens of Burnett, have had the same under conside- 
ration, and have instrutied me to repBrt — 

The right of the citizens of the Republic of Texas, peaceably, 
to assemble and petition the Congress to redress any public 
grievance, or adopt any measures to promote the publie con- 
venience, although not guaranteed by the Constitution, is pe- 
lieved, nevertheless, to form an essential element in all repub- 
liean governments. Atthe same time that we admit this gene- 
ral theorem, we cannot but regard the abuse of this great privi- 
lege as dangerous to the liberties, and subyersive of the good 
order of the Republie. Whilst, then, we have listened, with 
marked respect, to the representation, made by the citizens of 
Burnett, of their supposed grievances, we must be permitted to 
express, to them, the indignation and contempt excited, in our 
minds, towards them, for seeking a pretext, in a petition to 
imaginary evils, to heap abuse, and pour their calumny, upon a 
branch of the Government, the preservation of whose purity, 

(unsullied, even by a suspicion, should be at once the ambition 
and glory of every true patriot, and good citizen. 

The citizens of Burnett, in the memorial now under conside- 
ration, have, with a meanness and baseüess unworthy of free- 
men, attempted, indirectly, to compass that which they dared 
not approach directly. Under the specious guise of a petition 
to Congress, théy havé charged the Honorable William B. 
Ochiltree with subserviency and injustice,in a particular de- 
cision, in which they, themselves, admit him to have been sus- 
tained by the Supreme Court. If any thing can exteed the 
stupidity of this charge, itis the uablushifig impudence with 
which it has been directed to the Congress of Texas. 


+ - 
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We oC . 

They complain that Judge Ochiltree did hot furnish to. 
these savans of Burnett, the “authority upon which he based 
his decision. Their next step, we presume, will be to require 
him to produce his commission; and then substantiate its 
genuineness. 

j ‘This interference, by the citizens of Burnett, deserves from: 
anly the severest reprimand; and would have merited, for its- 
authors, at the hands of the ‘Judge, the distinction. usually ac- 

corded to thieves and felons—a place in the public pillory.— 
We say to the citizens of Burnett, that the Judge who should so 
far forget the dignity and independence of his Station, as to at- 
tempt io explain the principles of his decision to the inhabitants 
of a county—who should, for a moment, think of conforming 
his action to suit their whims and caprices—who should ever, 
for an instant, snuff the popular breeze, and attempt to obey its 
inspiration, would be justly obnoxious to our odium .and se- 
verest censure At the same time, we will not pass this subject 

without the highest commendation towards Judge Ochiltree, | 
for the firmness of purpose, and integrity of prineiple, which 
has enabled him to stem the torrent of abuse and detraction 
which has driven around him; and to preserve, unblemished, 
the lofty station which his virtues and independence adorns and 
honors. 

The Committee entertain to the bill which the memorial ac- 
companies, the same constitutional objectlons which they have 
already embodied in their report on the establishment of the 
county of Smith. Jt is considered unnecessary to repeat them 
here.. The ge^graplical position of the territory asked to be 
laid off, affords convincing evidenceof the necessity which should 
induce the legisiature to “extend to its inhabitants, all the facili- 
‘ties in our power, for the administration of justice. The Com- 
mittee have, therefore, instructed me to report the bill referred, 
back to the House, and to recommend its indefinite postpone- 
ment; and to introduce a bill to establish the county of Bur- 
nett, for judicial purposes, . and to recommend its passage. 


D. Y. PORTIS, 


From the Judiciary Committee. 


Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
eome u p among ihe orders of the day. . 


On motion of Mr. Sparks, the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock P. M. . - l 


* 


NOR : So'ctock, p. M. 


‘fhe House mét—and a quorum being present, 


* ‘he ‘House proceeded to business. 


` A message was iecelyed from the Senate, informing’ the 


. House of the passage of “ A Bill, tô be enutled an aet, to abolish’ 


eertain offices therein named, 

The.Committee on Engrossed" Bills, made the following 
report. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bllls, have'examined «An Act, 


to organize a certain part of Liberty county, for Judicial and 


other purposes,” and find the same Correctly engrossed. 


` (Signed) HIRAM HANOVER, 
" à One of the Committee. 


Report adopted. ' ` + 


„Mr. Sherman, presented ‘the petition of. Edmund J. Felder, 
which was referred to the Committee on'. Military Affairs. 

Mr. Sherman, presented the petition of David G. Burnet, 
which was read, and referred to a Select Committee, consisting 
of Messrs. Sherman, Grimes, Williamson, Wi arren, and Wall- 
ing.. 
‘On motion of Mr. Hunter, the appropriation bill for the sup- 
port of the Government for the year 1848, -was taken up, 

On motion of Mr. Warren, the House resolved itself into a: 


Committee of the whole thereon. 


Mr. Robinson of B., was called to'the chair, after some time. 
spent therein, the Committee ardse, and reported: the bill back to 
the House with sundry amendments, recommending their adop- 
tion, and begged to be discharg ged from the further considera: 
tiom of the same. 

A méssage was received in the Senate, informing the 
House, of the rejection of the amendments of the House, to the 
amendments of the Senate, to. *A Bill, transfering an unex- 
pended balance ofa certain appropriation, for contingent ex- 
penses of seventh Congress;”, and that they had appointed a 
Committee of, Conference thereon, and requested thé appoint- 
ment of a like Committee on the part of the House. . 

On motion, Messrs. Williamson, Matthews, Peebles, Parlier’ 


.' and Potter, were appointee a Committee of. Conference on. the’ 


part of the ‘House. l a 
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On motion of Mr. Robiuson of B., leave ot absence was 

granted to Mr, Peebles. ~ 

On motion of Mr. Warren, the House adjourned until 10. 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


L4 


SATURDAY, Dec. 2ith, 10, A. M. 
) ; LU, 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. . 

.The roll being called the following members answered to 
their names: 

Messrs, Speaker, Bower, Crisp, Dial Grimes, H Hagler, Halbert, 
Haynes, Hewitt, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Hunter, Matthews, Milby, 
‘Parker, Peebies, Pennall, Portis, Robinson of B., Robinson of 
S., Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warren, Whyte and Wil 
liamson. 

A quorum present—the Journal of the preceding day was 
read and adopted. s 

Mr. Parker, presented the petition of Josiah G. Beatty, 
which was ‘referred to the Committee on Claims and Ac- 
‘counts. 

The Commiitee on Enrolled Bills, made the folowing report, 
to wit: 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined “An act, 
supplementary to an act, entitled an act, to divide the county o£ 
Red river, and to create ‘and establish the counties of Bowie and 
Lamar; also, 

“An "Act, to designate the southern boundary of Lamar coun- 
ty and for other purposes," and find the same correctly En- 
rolled. ‘The same having been signed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, and President pro tem. of the Senate, 
' “Was this day presented to His Excelleney the President, for his 

approval. 
(Signed) ISAAC PARKER; 


Chairman. 
Report adapted. 
The Committee on Military affairs, D. Y. Portis, one of the 


~ 
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"Committee, to whom was referred the petitiou of Jonathan Bird, 


reported the same back to the House, and recommended its in- 

definite postponement. . 
Which report was reccived, and petition laid upon the table. 
A message was received from the Seaate, informing the 


' House of the passage of a bill, to be euttitied “An Act, to author- 


i» 


ize John MeMulien, to order the election of county officers, in 
the county of Bexar, and for other purposes;? also, 

Ofthe rejection of “A Bill, for the relief of the assigns of 
Octavius A. Cooke." j 

Mr. Parker, by leave, introduced “A Bill, to be entitled an act, 
to provide an additional method for proving, or acknowledging 
letters of attorney.” 

Read Ist time. l 

Mr. Robinson of S., by leave, introduced “A Bill to be en- 
titled anact, to define in part the duties of Grand Juries.” 

Read 1st time. 

The Committee of conference R. M. Williamson, Chairman 
on part of the House, to whom was referred “A Bill, transferr- 
ing certain appropriations therein named, reported the same 
back-to the House, with sundry amendments, and recommend- 
ed their adoption. ~ 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, the bill was taken jup, and the 
amendments of the Committee adopted. 

Mr. Parker moved the reading of the bili, with amend- 
racnts. - 

Lost. 07 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the House proceeded to 
dispose of the business on the S#eakers table, and to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY, 


On motion of Mr. Robinsou, of S., “A Bill, for the relief of 
J. Pinckney Henderson, was taken up; and l 

Read 1st time. l 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of S., the rule was suspended, 
and the bill e ` 

Read 2d time. ot 

Mr. Hill, moved the reference of the bill to the Committee on 
Finance. 

P - . 


* 


how... I 


"The ayes - rites were ealled.for, on the motion, and stood 
thus: 

Ayes-—Messrs. Bower, Dénnison, Grimes,- Halbert, Haynes, 
Hill, Holmes, Milby, Parker, Pennall, Portis, Robinson of B, 
Scurry; Sparks and Ward—16. 

Noes~-Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Fields, Hanover, Hunter, 
Hodge, Potter, Robinson ef. S » Sherman, "Wallin g; Warren 
and AVilliamson—13. 

Motion carried. . ee : 

On motion of Mr. Dennison, *A Bill, ; incorporating the Mata- 
gorda Caney Navigation Company,” was taken up, and amend- 
ments of Committee on-Internal improvements adopted; and 
hill ordered to be engrossed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
-House, that | they bad refused to adopt the amendments of the 
Committee of Conference, on “A Bill, to be entitled an act, 
transferring certain unexpended appropriations,” and, recom- 
` mitted it to the same SMEs and request the Jike action on 
part of the Honse. 

. On motion of Mr. Robinson, of B., the vote was sconto 
ed adopting the report of the Committee of Conference, 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the bill was re-committed 
to the same Committee, . 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., ‘the bill making appropria- 
tions for the year 1843, was taken up, with amendments of the 
. Committee of the whole. 

-Ist amendment. For eontingent expenses of seventh Con- 

gress Strike out $5,060. and insert $1,000; , 
' On motion of Mr. Matthews, SI 000 was struck out, and 
2, 000 inserted; and 

Amendment adopted. : 

2d amendment Eor contingent expences i of State Depari 
meni, strike out $500, and insert Sl ,600. 

Adopted, cy a 
. 3d A ens For contingent expenses of Post- office Bu- 
zeau, strike.out $200, and-insext $500. 

‘Adopted. 

` 4th amendment. For transporting mais for the year 1813, 
strike out $5,009, and insert $12,000.-° 


Adopted. 
On .motien of Mr. Portis, ES Jie -was stricken, cut, 
and “seven Judges” inserted. 4 


5th. amendment. For pay of Chief Justiée and assoeiate; 
Judges, $14, 000. ` 2 on . 25 


115 , : 
Mr. Robni of B., moved an. ndditional ‘amendment, to 
strike out $14,000, and ‘insert $15,000. 
Lost, and amendment of Committee adopted. ` 
Question on the adoption of the amendment, pappropeaang 
$500, for contingent.expenses of Supreme Court. . 
Mr. Robinson | of B., moved to-agnend by inserting, “ sübject 
to the disposition of the Chief J ustice. » ae 
Adopted, 
The question on the adoption of the amendment, as amended; 


` was then put and carried ` 


Insert, “for printing Laws and Journals of the seventh Con: 
gress $5,000.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Robinson of B., moved to insert $40, 600, for frontier 
protection, and defence ‘of the cdfintry. 

Mr. Potter, meved to amehd, by inserting $100, 000. 

Lost. 

Mr. Bower, offered the following amendment as an addon 
section. — - 

“Be it further enacted, That T sum of $60, 000, out of the 
revenue from impost duties, received at the port of Galveston, - 


- and other ports west of that place, be, and the same is hereby set 


Y 


apart and appropriated, for the protection and. defence of the 
frontier from Mexican invasion." 

The ayes and noes being called for on its adoption stood as 
follows. : 

Ayes—Messrs. Bower, ‘Fields, Haynes, Hunter, Potter, 
Robinson ot B., ' Robinson of S, Sherman, Warren and 
Whyte— 10. . 

Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Halbert, Hano- . 
ver, Hewitt, Aill, Hodge, Holmes, Matthews, Milby, Parler, 
Pennall, Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward, and, Williamson—19. 

Lost and bili laid on the table. 

"A message was received from the “President, through his 
Private Secretary. 

The Committee of Conference, R. M. Williamson, Chait- 
man on the part of the House, to whom was referred “A Bill, 
transferring certain appropriations therein named, ‘reported the 
same back 1 to the House, with the following amendments. 

Strike out. “ 8,2000,” and insert “ $500, ” for contingent ex- 
penses of Congress.” 

Strike out © $5,000,” and insert * $4, 300," for pora of 
members, d&c. ` 

Which report was ieomveny and" 
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On motion of Mr. Matthews, the bili was taken up, and the 
amendments of the Committee adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, of their having adopted the amendments made by the 
Committee of conference, on, A Bill, transferring certain ap- 
propriations therein named.?* 

Mr. Wilhamson, moved the House adjourn until 10 o’clock ' 
on Tuesday morning. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Alessrs. Bower, Fields, Halbert, Haynes, Hunter, 
Matthews, Portis, Potter, Robinson of B., Sparks and William- 
son-—ii. l 

Noes—Mesers. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, Hew- 
itt, Hill, Hodge. Holmes, Xiuby, Parker, Pennall, Robinson of 
S., Sherman, Scurry, Watling, Ward, Warren aud Whyte—19. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B, the message from the 
President was taken up and read as follows: 


t 


Excecrive DEPARTMENT, 
. Washington, Dee. 23, 1842. Y 


To the Honorable, the S. nate, 

! and House of Representatives. 

The President deems it his imperative duty to inform the 
Honorabie Congress, that he has bebn recently assured, that the 
different tribes of Ludians have in their possession as prisoners, 
no less than eleven 'l'exians, and that they will be brought to 
the Waco village at the time set apart for entering into a treaty 
with them. with the intention, aud expectation on the part of 
the Indians to exchange them for their own people, held by us, 
as prisoners, as weil as others heid by the Lipan and Toncuhua 
tribes. 

The Executive has «ver regarded the reclamation of our 
priscners fram tue ludians, as a matter of the deepcst interest, 
not ony to their relatives, but to every humane and generous 
heart, and he has also believed that it could never be effected 
amces peace could be restored and established between the peo- 
ple of Texas aud the Indians. | 

The Executive fecis confident that the Honorable Congress 
will not requires any incentive that he could offer, to induce 
them to place in Lis power the means to perform an act, so well 
caicuiated to fli every human heart with pleasure and satisfae- 
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tion, The Indians being apprised that we hold many of their 
peopie, as prisoners, will be induced to retain ours, until they 
are assured that theirs are all in good faith restored, — 

The President has not the power or means by law to compel 
those citizens who hold the Indian prisoners to surrender them 
. to his order so as to enable him to obtain the restoration of ours, 
to their homes and country, and to give once more to our fron- 
tiers peace and tranquillity. ‘The passage of a Jaw with ade- 
quate penalties, authorizing bim to compel all who may refuse 
to place the prisoners at his disposa!, to give them up subject to 
his order, and also, to enable him to employ such person or 
persons, as may be necessary to collect the prisoners aifd ¢on- 
duct them to the treaty ground, by the time at which the con- 
tracting parties may arrive, is respectfully recommended. It is 
also proper to suggest, that when the prisoners shall have been 
colleeted, they should have comfortable clothing and blankets. 

Without the necessary appropriation this cannot be done, nor 
ean the services of such persons as will be needful to carry 
out the objeets of the government, be procured unless sufficient 
means are placed within the control of the President to ensure 


a reasonable compensation, 
SAM HOUSTON. 


On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., thé message was referred 
to the Committee, on Indian Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of S., the House adjourned until 
Monday morning at 10 o'ciock. » 


f 


———— 


Monpay, Dec. 26th, 10, A. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Tbe Speaker being absent, on motion of Mr. Matthews, Mr. 
Warren was called to the chair. 

The roll being called, the following members were present 
and answered to their names: à 
. Messrs. Bower, Crisp, Dial; Fields, Grimes, Hagler, Hal- 
bert, Hanover, Haynes, Hewitt, Hodge, Hunter, Lewis, Mat- 
thews, Milby, Parker, Pennall, Portis, Potter, Robinson of B., 
Robinson of S., Walling, Ward, Warren and Whyte. 


There not being a quorum present: 


i 
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The Sarseant-at-Arms was dispatched for absent members. 


Mr. Potter, moved to adjeurn until: to-morrow PIDE 10 
c'elock. 


: Lost. : 

Messrs, Cazneau and Dennison, reported themselves. 

À quorum present. : 

Mr. Robinson of B., moved the House adjourn until to- 
morrow morniug 10 o 'elock. s 

Lost, 


On motion of Mr. Potter, ihi Iicuse adjourned until to-naor row 
morning, at half past 9 o'clock. 


Turspay, Dec. 27th, half past 9, A. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment.” i 

The roll being called, the following members answered to 
their names. 

Messrs. Speaker, Cazneau, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hagler, 
Halbert, Hanover, Hewitt, "Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Hunter, 
Lewis, Matthews, Milby, Parker, "Pennall, Portis, Potter, Rob- | 
inson of B., Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward and Warren. 

A quorum present, the journal of the preceding day was 
read and adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of -B., Mr. Charles Biechee 
member elect from Gonzales county, presented his credentials, 
tock the oath and his seat. ; 

‘Mr. Lewis, presented the petitions of JamesDickson, Theresa 
Maria Grimes, and of W. H. Woodley, which were referred to 
the Committee on the State of the Republic. 

Mr. Potter, presented the memorial of E. Kauffman & Co., 

which was referred to the Finance Committee. 

A. message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage with amendments, of ^ A Bill, to amend 
an act, conceruing executions, &c." also, 

‘A Joint Resolution, for the relief of Jacob- Tator.” 

The Coimmitiec on Finance, G. W. Hill, Chairman, to whom 
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was-referred « A Bill, for the relief of J. Pinckney, Henderson,” 


reported the same back to'the House with an amendment, and 
recommended its passage. ` i 
"Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 


up among the orders of the day. 


$ 


The Committee on the State of the Republie, Jesse Grimes; 


. Chairman, to whom was referred “ A Bill; to incorporaie the 


German Emigrating Company,” reported a substitute therefor, 
and recommended. its passage. — - l i 

Which report was rę&eived, and bill laid upon the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Post-offices and Post-roads, Mr. Ward, 
Jr. Chairman, to whom was referred.* A Bill, for the relief of 
Messrs. -Neighbers and Rivers,” reported a substitute for the 
same and recommended its passage. f l 
Report received, and bill laid en tke table to come up among 


‘the orders of the day. 


The Committee on Eugróssed Bills, made the following re- 
ort: ` 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined ‘4A Bill; 
to incorporate the Matagorda Caney Navigation Company,” 

and find the same correctly engrossed. a 

[Signed] A. M. LEWIS, 

; i Chairman. 

Report adopted. ac à . 

'The Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the following report: 
'The- Committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined “A Bill; 
transferring a certain unexpended appropriation, for the con- 


. üngent expenses of the seventh Congress,” and find the same 


correctly enrolled, the same having been signed by the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, and the President of the Sen- 
ale, was presented to the President for his approval, on the 


24th inst. : 
(Signed) - I, PARKER, 
: : yei Chairman. 
Report adopted. ' 
.Mr. Matthews, by leave, introduced “A Bill, for the relief of 
the.officers and privates, of the Red river minute men.” 
: Read Ist time. . 
. On motion, rule suspended, and bill 
Read 2d time, and referred to a Select Committee, consisting 


‘of Messrs. Matthews, Warren, Williamson, Whyte and Han- 


over.” 
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Mi. Lewis, by leave, introduced- «A Bill, for the sale ef 
estates of deceased persons without heirs.” 

Read Ist time. 

Also, * A Bill, laying a tax on suits in District Courts.” 

Read ist time. 

Mr. Robinson of B., offered the following resolution: 

€ Resolved, That with the concurence of the Senate, the 
joint Committee on Public Printing be instructed to enter into 
negotiations with the several printing offices most convenient to 
"this place, for the printing of the dgaws and Journals of the 
seventh session of Congress, and that they be instructed to give 
the printing to the office which will execute it on the lowest 
terms, the priuter giving bond and security that the work shall 
be finished by a certain time, at the discretion of said Com- 

mitice.” 

Mr. Robinson of B., moved the stispention of the rule. 

Lost; and 

Resolution laid on the table one day for consideration. 

Mr. Hanover, by leave, introduced “A Bill, supplementary to . 
an act, regulating the feos of office, approved, 1&th Jan., 1542.” 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the House proceeded to dispose of 
the business on the Speaker’s table, and to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY 


On motion of Mr. Scurry, the “Bill making appropriations for 
the support of the Government for 1812," was taken up on its 
9d 1eading. 

Mr. Robinson of B., moved to strike out “ $6" as pay of 
officers of seventh Congress ‘and insert “53.” 

Lost. 

Mr. Robinson of B., moved tb strike out 29th clause Ist see- 
tion, appropriating pay for 21 clerks. 

Lost. 

Mr. Robinson, of B., offered the following amendments to 
90th clause, viz: 

Insert “for relief of George i. McIntosh, former Secretary of 
Legation to France, five thousand dollars.? i 

«€ Por s:lary of Secretary of Legation to the United States, 
two thousand five hundred dollars. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Robinson, of B., moved to strike out in section 5th, latter 
clause, that portion relating to the issuing of small bills, 
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The ayes and noes Were called for on ihe motion, and 
‘stood as follows: i 

Ayes— Messrs. Cazneau, Haynes, Milby, Portis, Robinson 
of B., Scurry, Sparks and Ward--8. : t 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Crisp, Fields, Grimes, 
Halbert, Hanover, Hewitt, Hill, “Hodge, Holmes, Hunter, 
Braces Lewis, Matthews, Parker, Pennal), Robinson of S., 
Walling Warren, Whyte and Williamson—22, 

Lost. - 

Mr. Grimes, moved to amend segon 5th, by inserting before 
“issue” the, avord 't fe" so as to read “re-issue.” 

Mr. Rabinson of.S., ‘moved to amend Mr: Grimes motion, by 
inserting after tissue” the words “or re-issue.” 

Accepted ` by Mr. Grimes, and amendment as amended : re-. 
jected. 

Mr. Crisp, offered the following amendmeht: 

Insert, in section Ist, “ for fürniture for Presidents house 
$2000." 

Rejected. : 

Mr. Cazneau, offered the following amendment: i 

Insert “for pension of Joseph: Cecil for 1842, $300.” 

“For pension for Joseph as for 1843, $300; Sit to ^ paid 
quarterly.” 

Adopted. : : 

On motion, bill ordered to be En ngrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of S. « A Bill, for the relief of, 
J. Pinckney Henderson,” was taken üp, and amendment of 
Committee on Finance adopted. 

Mr. Hill, moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. - 

The ayes and noes being called ‘for, on the -question, stood 
as follows : 

A yes— Messrs. Bower, Cazneau, Dennison, Dial, Grimes, 
Halbert, Haynes, Hill; Holmes, Hunter, Braches, Milby, Portis, 


* 


. Scurry, Sparks, W ard and Whyte—I7. 


. Noes—Messrs. Speaker; Crisp, Fields, Hanovei, v 


„Matthews. - Parker, Pennall,’ Robinson of B., Romse of S 


Walling, Warren ‘and Williamsou—L3. , 

Carried. 

Mr. Lewis, was excused from voting. 

A motion, to reconsider the vote on “the Engrossment of aA 
Dill, to repeal the 'T'ariff.and declare the ports of Texas free, ? 
was taken up. 

Mr. Hill moved that the motion be laid on the table, 

Q i ; 
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The ayes and noes were called for on the motion and stood 
ihus: — : 

Aves—Messrs. Bower, Dennison, Fields, Halbert, Hanover, 
Haynes, Hil, Hodge, Holmes, Bunter, Braches, Milby and 
Warren—-13. 

Noes—Mossrs, Speaker, Cazneau, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Lewis, 
Matthews, Parker, Pennall, Portis, Robinson of S., Scurry, 
Sparks, Walling, Ward and Whyte—106. 

Lost. : 

The question on the reconsideration, was then put: anc 

Lost. .. 

On motion of Mr. Hunter. “A Bill, concerning mail routes, 
&c.? was taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the 4th section of the bill was strick: 
en out. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the bill was so amended as to make 
all the routes weekly, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Seurrv, the House adjourned until 2 
o'clock P. Xi. i 


3 o’ciock, P. M, 


The House met—41oili calicd —and a quorum present, 

The House proceeded to business. 

Mr. Portis, introduced the following resolution: 

s“ Resolved, by the Scuate aad House of Representatives of — 
the Republic of Tewas in Congress assembled, That the thanks 
of Congress be, and the same are hereby tendered io Gen, A. 
Somervell, and the brave and chivalrous troops under his com- 
yaand, for their gallant descent upon the frontier of Mexico, 
and for the capture of Lorado, an important Mexican military 
Post.” | 

Read 1st time. 

Mr. Portis, moved a suspension of the rule. 

Lost. 

The Select Committee, S, Sherman, Chairman, to wlom was 
referred the petition of David G. Burnet, reported the same baci 
tothe House, with a joint resolution for his relief, and recom 
mended its passage.” g 

Report received, and joint resolution read Ist time. | 

The Committee on Military Affairs, S. Sherman pOhairman, 
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to whom was referred the petition of E. J. Felder, reported by 
a joint resolution for his relief. . 

Report received and joint resolution read Ist tine. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, “A Bill, to organize a certain 
part of Liberty county, for Judicial purposes,” was taken 
up, and 

Read 3d time. 

The ayes and noes were then catled for, on its final passage 
and stood as follows: i 

Ayes—Messrs. Bower, Cazneau, Fields, Halbert, Hanover, 
Waynes, Hodge, Holmes, Hunter, Braches, Matthews, Milby, 
Parker, Pennall, Portis, Potter, Robinson of S., Sherman, 
Sparks, Walling, Ward, Whyte and Williamson—23. ` 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hagler, Hewiit, 
Hill, Scurry and Warren—-9. 

Passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of “A Bill, to provide for collecting and 
conveying Indian prisoners, to the Waco village.” 

sA Bill, to incorporate the Matagorda Caney Navigation 
Company” E 

Read 3d time. : : 

The ayes and noes being called for on its passage stood as 
follows. . 

Ayes—Messrs. Bower, Cazneau, Dennison, Dial, Fields, 
Hagler, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hill, Holmes, Haunter, 
Braches, Matthews, Portis, Potter, Robinson ot B., Robinson 
‘of S. Sherman, Sparks, Ward and Whyte—22. . 

Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Crisp,, Grimes, Hewitt. Hodge, 
Parker, Pennall, Scurry, Walling, Warren and Williamson 
—11. on ) 

Carried, and bill passed. 

“A Bil, to divide the county of Red river for Judicial and 
other purposes,” taken up on its 2d reading; and 

On motion of Sr. Williamson, was re-committed to the Spe- 
‘cial Committee on Judicial counties. l 

“A Dill, to amend an aet, to regulate sales by Judgement, or 
decree of Probate Court, or Court of Chancery, &c.” taken up 
on jis 2d reading; and 

Oa motion of Aly. Willianison, was laid on the table. 

On ‘motion of Mr. Lowis, “A Bill, to incorporate Herman 
ae was taken up and laid among the orders of the 
day: s 
“A Joint Resolution, for the relief of Elizabeth. Washburn, 
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Armstead Bennett, and others,” was taken up on its 2d reading" 
. ‘The ayes and noes were called foron its Engrossment and ` 
stood thus: 

Ayes-—Messrs. Bower, Crisp Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, 
Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Hunter, Lewis, Matthews, Parker, Pen- 

nall, Portis. Robinson of B., Robinson of. S., Scurry, W alling, 
Ward and W illiamson —90. 

Noes—-Messrs. Speaker, Cazneau, Dial, Fields, Hagler, 
Hewitt, Braches, Potter and Warren—9. 

Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, *A Bill, to provide for collecting and 
conveying Indian prisoners to the W aco Village,” was taken up, 
and read [st time. e 

On motion, rule suspended, and bill read 2d time; and 

On motion, rule further suspended, and bill read Sd time and 
passed, 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, the House adjourned until 10 
o'clock, to-morrow morning. 


, WEDNESDAY, Dee. 28th, 1U A. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll being eee following meinbers answered to 
their narnies:. 

Messrs, Speaker, Bower, Cazneau, Crisp, Dial, F'elds, Grimes 
Hagler, Hanover, Ha albert, , Haynes, Hewitt, Hill, "Hodge, Holmes, 
Hunter, Braches, Lewis, Milby, Parker, Pennall, Portis, Potter, 
Robinson of B., Robinson of S.. Scurry, Sherman, Sparks, 
- Walling, Ward, W arrer, Whyte, and Williamson. * 

A quorum present—the Journal of the preceding day was 
read and adopted. 

The Cominittce on Public Lands, M. W. Matthews, Chair- 
man, to whom was referred a bill, to be entitied “An Act, sup- 
plementary {0 an act, entitled An Act to provide for the sur: 
vey and sale of a portion of the territory formerly occüpied 
by the Cherokee Indians,’ approved 23d July, 1842,” reported 
a cubsti ute for ihe same, and recommended Its passag age, 
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Which report was eset and bill laid on ihe table to come 
. up among the orders of the day. 

: The Committee on Claims and Accounts, Win. P. ‘Milby, 
Chairman, to whom. was referred the petition- of Nathan 'l'ay- 
lor; also, of Taylor & Ramsey; also of George W. Wright; 
also, of Wm. B. Goodman; reported the same back to the House 
without action, and- asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the same. -- "A 

Report adopted: : : 

The Committee on Retrenchment, Jesse " Robinson, Cháir- 
man, to whom was referred a bill, to be-entitled “An Act au- ' 
thorizing an additional compensation to be paid to certain offi- " 
cers of the Civil List," reported the same back to the Housé, and - 
recommended its indefinite postponement, >.. 

Report received, and bill laid on the table, to come up among 
the orders of the day. 

' The Committee on. "Engrossed Bill Is, in made the fillowing 
report. z 

"The Committee on Engrossed Bilis, ! have exdmined a bill, to 
be entitled “An Act, to repeal the T ariff, and to declare the ports 
of Texas free;? also, 

, “An Act to amend the several laws sae sine the Post-office 
Pera and find the same correctly engrossed. 


« (Signed) =~ A. M. LEWIS; 
l vu ; Chairman. 
Report adopted. 


On motion of Mr. Potter, the petition of N . Taylor was taken 
up, and referred to a select. committee, composed of Messrs. 
Potier, Robinson of B., Crisp, Hewitt, and Fields: 

Mr. Hunter, by leave, withdrew the papers of W. B. Soon 
man. 

^ — Mr. Crisp; by leave, withdrew. he papers of Genres Ww. 
- Wright. 

Mr: Grimes, by leave, withdrew the papers of D. Shelby. : 

Mr. Williamson, by leave, introduced «A Bill, to be entitled 
‘An Act more éffectually to protect the Frontier?” 

. Read Ist time. : 

On motion ot Mr. Lewis, “A Bill; aone Jobn McMul- 
len to order an election for county officers, for the county of 
Bexar," was taken up, and read Ist time. C 


On motion of Mr, Lewis, the nip was suspended, and bill 
read a 9d time. : : . 


* 
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Mr. Dennen moved, as an amendment, to strike out, in 
5th line, “chief,” and insert * associate.” 


Adopted. 2 


On motion of Mr. Hewitt,'the rule was further suspended, 
and bil! read 3d time, and passed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
Louse, of the passage of a Joint Resolution for the relief of 
Sam’l Hughes, E. H. Campbell, and Jamss Moore; also, the 
adoption of the following resolution, viz : 

& Resolved, by the Senate, That, with the concurrence of the 
House of Representatives, the Standing Committee of both 
houses, on Military Affairs, will act in conjunction, on such 
propositions as may be submitted to either branch, for.frontier 
protection. 

Mr. Sparks moved to take up the motion to re-consider the 
adoption of the resolution of adjournment sine die, on the 2d 
January. a 

Lost, 

Mr. Williamson moved to take up ù bill, to be entitled “An 
Act more effectually to protect the Ir ontier," 

Carried. 

On motibn of Mr. Warren, the rule was suspended, and bil! 
read a 2d time, and referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
ffairs. 

The House then proceeded to dispose of i: business on the 
Speaker's tabe, and io the 


; ORDERS OF THE DAY 


“A Bill, amendatory to ‘An Act concerning Executions,’” 
with amendments from the Senate, was taken ups and lst” 
amendment, viz : 

Amend the caption so as to read—“An Act to amend an act, 
entitled ‘An Act to reduce into one, and amend the several acts 
concernlng Executions,’ approved January 27th, 1842, 
adopted. . 

. Also, in the ninth tirés strike out the word “next,” and insert 
“1849.” . 


The ayes and noes being called for, on the adoption of the: 


2d amendment, stood as follows: 
A yes— Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Dennison, Dial, Grimes, 
Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hewitt, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Hun- 


* 


* 
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ter, Braches, Parker, Pennall, Portis, Potter, Robinson of B., 
Robinson of S., Scurry, Sherman, Sparks, Walling, Ward and 
Williamson —26. : 

Noes—Messrs. Oaznugaü, Crisp, Fields, Lewis, Matthews, 
Milby, Warren and Whyte—8. : 

Adopted, 

“Joint Resolution, for the relief of Jacob Tator,” was taken 
up, with amendments of the Senate; and, on motion, the Clerk 
was instructed to transmit the same back to the Senate, for the 
engrossment of the amendments. : | ; 

A bill, to be entitled “An Act to repeal the Tariff, and to de- 
clare the Ports of Texas free,” was taken up, and read 3d 
time. 

The question, on the passage of the bill, was supported by 
‘Messrs. Darnell, Hewitt, Scurry, Sparks and Lewis; and op- 
posed by Messrs. Hill and Warren. ` 

A message was received from the Senate, informing th: 
House, that ihe Senate had adopted the amendment of the 
House, to *A Bill, authorizing John MeMullen to order an 
election for county officers, for the county of Bexar.” 

A message was received from His Excellency the President, 
by his Private Sceretary. . ; i 

On motion of Mr. Warren, the House adjourned unti 3 ° 
o'clock: P. M. 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


‘The House met—roll ealied—quorum present. 

‘The House proceeded to business. . 

“A Dill, to be entitled an act, to repeal the Tariff, and declare 
the ports of Texas Free,” being still up, the question on its pas: 
sage was supported by Mr: Portis, and opposed by Mr. Potter. 

Mr. Warren, moved to lay tlie bill on the table until to-mer: 
row morning, at 11 o'clock. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill was laid upon the table 
for the space of fifteen minutes. f 

À message was receiyed from the Senate, informing the 
House, of the passage of “A Bill, for the relief of Jacob T'ator,” 
with an'amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the resolution received from 


‘the Senate requesting ihe Military Committee of the House, tô ` 


eot iu conjunction with a similar Committee on the part of the 
‘Senate, or such propositions as may be submitted to either 
branch, for frontier protection,” was taken up; and 
On motion of Mr. Parker, read 3d üme, and adopted. - 
^A Bill, to be entitled an act; to repeal the ‘Tariff, and declare 
he ports of ‘Texas free,” was again taken up. l : 
Mr. Portis, moved the previous question. 


The motion, shall the main question be now taken, was put 


. and lost, 
Ou motion of Mr. Potter, the bill was laid upon tho table 
until to-morrow morning at il o'clock. 
Mr. Portis, moved the re-consideration of the vote taken cn- 


the indefinite postponment of a bill for the relief of J. Pinckney . 


Henderson. 
Carried. 
On motion of Mr. Darrell, the Clerk was instructed to pro- 

cure the bill from the Senate. . 

On motion ef Mr’ Scurry, the House adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


LI 


? 


t ma 


''uc&sDA Y, Dec. 29th, 10 A. M. 


* 
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"fhe House met pasii to adjournment. 
The roll being called, the following members answered to, 
- their names. . 

Messrs, Speaker, Bower, Cazneau, Crisp, Dial, Fields, Grimes, 
Halbert, Hanover, So Hewitt, Hil ll, Hodge, Hunter, Braehes, 
Lewis, Matthews, Milby, Parker, Portis, Robinson of S., Scur- 
ry, Sparks, Walling, Warren, W hyte, and Williamson., 

A „quoram present, the journal of the precoding day ‘was - 
read and adopted. 

Mr. Grimes presented the petitions of Francis E. Franks and 
Hetty Dickson, which were referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Republic 

Mr. Williamson presented the petition of Jalitha Ann,Santes, 
which was, also, referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Republic. * 


» 
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"Phe Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the following re- . 

port; 

P T'he Committee on E ngrossed Bills, have examined “An Act 

making appropriations for the support of the Government for 

the year 1843 ;” also, a “Joint ‘Resolution for the relief of Eliz. 

‘abeth Was hbarn, Armstead Bennet, and others, and find the 

same correctly engrossed. . 
[Signed ] A. M. LEWIS, 


: Chairman. 
Report adopted. 


The. Select Committee, M. W. Matthews, Chairman,to whom 
‘was referred “A Joint Resolution for the relief of Captain 
William Becknéll’s company of Minute Men,” reported the , 
same back to the House, with a substitute, and recommended 
its passage. 

Which report was received, and bill laid on thé table to come 
‘up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Whyte, by leave, introduced “ A Bill to provide for the | 
‘collection of State and County Taxes on lands, in each county . 
in this Republic.” 

Read 1st time. 

Mr. Lewis, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled “An 
Act to repeal, in part, an act entitled An Act regulating tha 
. granting and trial of Injunctiens; and to empower r the Judges 
‘of the District Courts to submit i issues of facts to a jury, in 
Chancery Cases." - , 

Read 1st time. l 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the House then proceeded to-dis- 
pose of the business on the Speaker's table, and to the . 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


On motion of Mr. Parker, the message received from His ` 


Excelency the President on yesterday, was ‘taken up and read 
as follows: 


LÀ 
* 


ExrzcurivE DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, Dec. 27, 1849.3 


* 


To the Honorable the Senate, 
and House of Representatives. 


The Executive herewith transmits to the Honorable Con- 
gress, Ti estimate of the amount required to equip and main- 


Pig 


* 


to 


toin oue culipany of cavalry upon the ironti-r for one year, it 
imbraces the items deemed indespensable i in a well regulated 
service, and certainly does not overstate the sum which would 
be re quired, By reference to similar service in this country 
heretotore, the accuracy of the estimate will be established; 
and it will ba seen that the sum of $54,465, 92 would be ali ab- 
sorbed. It would also be fair to calculate upon the general 

estimate, where the service is no better regulated than ours, an 
additi: onal amount of fifty per cent, to cover contingencies, 

Unlike the service of all other countries, we have no Com- 

missariat department: and custom has dispensed witi ail re- 
sponsibility i in officers of che Ime, as wel! as all accountability 
in officers who have had the disbursen vent of the public funds. 
D:sobedience on the part of subalterus, and the mes: flagrant 
vioiations of duty, he ve heretofore received the approbation of 
Conzress. Prom the nature of = service, 1t is often im- 
posible to assemble Cour A martial tor the trial of offenders; and 
hence itis that denpagents v ie subordination 
and disciplis © come to be tota isregarded. No matter how 
greni the outrage against ihe rules and Jaws established for the 
government of the army—uo matter how mutinous and insnb- 
ordinate and insulting to hi- undis coiumauding Pa 

he Congress, or Executive. it: d may be: according to t 
dct ne heretozare proviatuied, he is ner to be ean irom 25 
reus. Cut, 18 Contempt or ai. dos and in the iee of the soldier, 

E 
Y 


x 
i 


whom he kas disgraced. Leds f ee in ius deiancc. Un- 
de Ducere re. rowel to bests 


à 


ow adequate and certain punish- 
i ccUsed to enist somewhere. no good cau be ex- 
sect - to resuit to the o trom our military expenditures. 
aud ibe idea 0 i rotection, under such circumstances, 
peones supremely Ho ous. 
It will 52 MU TRU fne i E estimate, that 
the dmouut of twenty thousand dolars in exebequer bills: appro: 
priated by last Congress, Wi totai y in det ite to the ereation 
ui @ ioree jor the protection wi tie South Y esterni jrontier. “ee 
Wxeeutive Gectis if Uges U mut at juposibilits; aud he 
had no meinat.n to sanander the ma int piaeed at his Gispo- 
sition. risnee itis thata porian r appropriation Las re- 
mained subiect to the ection of the (caer Glee whgress, Trans- 
ierring it to other purpuses. Such rertions as i ave ‘been used, 
! i we dousiLle facility to the attainment 
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were aqevotzd to giving r 

Gi the oljett Intended, Ne reguiariy constituted companies 

were pichutauecs vn ‘that would have beon impracticable, 
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were extended, resulting either directly or indirecily in promot- 
ing the safety of the frontiers, Such portions as may not be 
required to meet obligations thus inenrred, will be held subject 


' to the future action of the honorable Congress. 


SAM. HOUSTON. 


On motion of Mr. Portis the above communication, and ac- 
companying documents, were referred to the Committee on Mi- 
litary Affairs. f 

Mr. Sparks moved to take up the motion to re-consider the 
vote adopting the resolution to adjourn, sine die, on January 
2d, 1843. : 

Mr. Portis moved the previous question. 

The motion —shall the main question be now put? was put, 
and carried.’ ; . 

The mafn question of the resolution was taken up. 

The ayes and noes being called for, on the question, stood 
as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Grimes, Hanover, Hewitt, 
Hill, Holmes, Hunter, Matthews, Parker, Pennall, Robinson of 
S., Scurry, Sparks, and Walling—I5. 

Noes— Messrs. Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, Fields, Hal- 
bert, Haynes, Hodge, Braches, Lewis, Portis, Robinsen of B., 
Sherman, Ward, Warren, Whyte and Williamson—l7. 

Lost. 

Ou motion of Mr. Grimes, the bill. making appropriations 


7 for the support of the Government, for the year 1543, was ta- 


ken up, read 8d time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the Clerk was instructed to trans- 
mit the bill to the Senate, forthwith, 

Ou motion of Mr. Hunter, a bill to amend the law regulating 
the Post-oflice Department was taken up, read 3d time, and 
passed, ; 

On motion of Mr. Hunter, the € lerk was insirucied to trans- 
mit the bill to the Senate, forthwith. 

On motion of Mr. Dennison, a bill, te be entitled “An Aet to 
amend ‘Au Act regulatiug sales by judgsent or decioe of a 
Probate Court, or Court of Chancery, approved February ith, 
1511, was taken up; and, on motion, referred to a select 
committee, composed of Messrs, Seurry, Whyte, Hodge, Holmes, 
afid Lewis. 2 

On motion of Mr. Hewitt, a bili, to be entitled « An Act to 
extend to the Chief Justice, and Associate Justices, the au- 
thority to issue Certificates of Head-rights to Emigrants, was ta- 


x 


* 
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ken up, and substitute of the Committee on Public Lands. 
adopted. 

Qn motion of Mr. Lewis, the bill was re-committed to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, a bill to be entitled “An Act to or-- 
ganize the County of Burnet, for judicial purposes,” was ta- 
Ken up. 

Mr. Portis moved the re-committal of the hall, to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 
` Carried. 


* A Bill, to be entitled «An Act to repeal the Tariff, and tc. | 


declare the Ports of Texas tree, 7” being the special order of the 
day, was now taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson. the bill was laid upon the 
table. : tx i 

On motion of Mr. Crisp, a bill, to Le entitled *At"Act to ex- 
empt certain articles, therein named, from impost duties,” was 

taken up, apd read Ist time. | 

;.— On motion of Mr. Darnell, a Lill, amendatory to “An Act. 
supplementary to^Au Aci to raise a Revenue by Impos; Duties, 
approved Febraary Sth, 1542." was taken up; and read a 9d 
time ; and, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Crisp, “a Joint Resolution for the relief of 
J. Pinckney Henderson,’ was taken up on its 2d reading. —. 

Air. Denuison moved to amend the Ist seetion. as follows. 
t wal: 

Strike out after “doijars, aud add “in five equal sums, te 
hecome due ernually. . 

Lost. 

Mr. Hil offered au amendment as an additional seetior, 
i wit: | 

Beit further: Resolved, That the suu of SIUO00 be, ang 
the same is hereby appropriated—to be paid in the same man- 
uer as the above. for back-pay, for transporting the mail tor the 
veurs 1541 aud 1812.7 

Mi. Hill iuoved to lav the bill on the table. 

11081, i : Š 

‘The ayes and uous were then called ter, ou the adoption of 
da amendment made by Mr. Hill, aud stood as follows: 

Ayes-—Messrs, Bower, Cazneau, Haynes, Hill. Holmes, Huh. 
top aud Seurry— 7. À 

Aem Mesai Bpen 
£arsnew, Hagler, Halbe 


ep, Crisa, Dennison, Diai, Fields 
rt Henover Hewitt, Hodge, Braches- 
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Lewis, Matthews, Parker, Pennall, Portis, Robinson of B., 
Robinson of S., Sherman, Sparks, Walli ling, Ward, Warren, 
Whyte and Williamson—26. 

Lost. 

The ayes and noes being called for, on passing the bill to 


dts 3d reading, stood as follows: ! : 


Ayes— Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Fields > Hagler, Hano- 
ver, Hewitt, Hodge, Braches, Lewis, Matt hews, Parker, Pennall, 
Portis, Robinson oi Ba Robinson of S, Sherman, Walling, 
Whyte and Williamson—20. : 

Noes—Messrs. Bower, Caznean, Dennison, Grimes, Hal- 
bert, Haynes, Hill, Holmes, Hunter, Scurry: Sparks, Ward 
and Warren—13. * 

Carried. à 

“A Joint Resolution for the relief Jacob Tator,” was taken 
up, with the following amendment, from the Senate, as an ad- 
ee section, to wit: 

Sec. 2. Be it further Resolved, That the Secretary of War 
be, and he is, hereby, required to issue to Jas. J. Wier, a war- 
rant for three hundred and twenty acres of land, for three 
months services rendered as a private, under James Bowie, in 
ihe Republic of Texas. A : 

Adopted. 

* A Joint Resolution for the relief of Elizabeth Washburn, 
Armsted Bennet, and others.” 

Read 3d time. 

'The ayes and. noes being called for, on its passage, Stood as. 
follows. | . 

Ayes— Messrs. Crisp, Dial, Fields, Smee: Halbert, Hanover, 
Haynes, Hodge, Holmes, Hunter, Braches, ‘Lewis, Matthews, 
Parker, Portis, Robinson of B., Robinson: a S., Scurry, Sher- 
man, Walling, Ward, Whyte and W illiamsori—23. 


Noes— Messrs, Bower, Cazneau, Hagler, Hewitt, Sparks and `. 


Warren—-6. 
Carried, and bill passed. 
A. hill, to be entitled “An Act to declare trespass, in certain 


rases, larceny,” was taken up on its £d reading. 


` Mr. Dennison offered the following amendment, viz: 

That the words.“ take or convey,” ' and the words "eut or 
take,” be stricken out, and the words * {eloniously take and con- 
vey away,” be inserted in. their stead. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill was laid upon the 
table. 

“A Bill, to amend tAn Act regulating Elections, " was ikon 


. 
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up; auda substitute of the Committee on Privileges and Elec- 
tions adopied. 
' Mr. Portis offered an additional section, viz: 

Be à further enacted, 'Yhatif any person shall alter any 
vote, or change any pell of an election, ‘he shall be deemed guilty 
of forgery ; and, 04 convietian the sreof, shall suffer all the pains 
ard penalties atiached to said offence. 

Adopted. 

Also, the following amendment: 

Tusert, in Sd secticn, ^10 compare ihe polls, except im ease of 
contest; in whieh case, no ticket shall be compared, except the 
ticket preven to be illegal.” 

Mir. Crisp moved to lay the bill ou the table. ~ 

lut 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill was referred to a se- 
leet committee, eotiposed of Messrs. Grimes, Dial and Hunter. 

ex Tom t Resolution for the, honorable discharge, from the 
army, of E. J. Folder," was read 2d time; and, 

Ou motion of, Mr. Pari cr, referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, 

AX bill, to amend. “An Act, regulating proceedings in Justices’ 
Courts,’ was taken up on its 2d re cading; and, 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of S., was orc lergl tn be en- 
grossed. 

On motion of Mr. Wailing, the House adjourned until 1G 
c'elocit fo3norro w moruing. 


s 


FnipAz, Dec, 30th, 10, A. M. 


i x "boi Ag AT re folio owing Mer were present 
and answered to their naines: 


Afessrs, prone Cazneau, Dial, Fields, Grimes, Hagler, 
ialbert, Hanover, Haynes ‘Hewitt Hil Hodge, Holmes, 
s 3 H 3 3 j 
hd 


[unter Broches, E Mathews, T Parker, Pennall, 
Partie, ioShon oi €. Searry, Sparks, Walling, Ward and 
i enc. 
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A quorum being present--the Journal of the preeeding day 
were read and adopted. 

Mr. Scurry presented the petition of G. K. Teulon, whieh 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. — , 

The Committee on the Judiciary, Jesse J. Robinson, one of 
the Committee, to whom was referr.d a joint resolntion appor- 
tioning the representation | between Nacogdoches aud Burnet 
counties, reported the same “back to the House with a "substi- 
tute," and recommended its passage. 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The Fi inance. Committee, G. W. Hill, Chairman, to whom 
was referred the petition of E. Kauffman, &c., reported the 
same back to the House, without any action thereon, and asked 
to be discharged from any further consideration thereon., 

Report adopted. 

The Committee oa Public PA M. W. Matthews, Chair- 
man, to whom was re-committed “A Bill, to be entitled an act, 
to extend to the Chief and, Associate Justices , the authority to 
issue certificates of lieadrights to. emigrànts, ^" report the saine 
back to the House with ame cuidments, and recommend its 
'assage. 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
eome up among the orders of the day. 

‘The Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the following re- 
port: 

The Committee-oh Engrossed Bills, have examined «A Bill, 
to be entitled an act, regulating proceedings i in Justices Courts," 
and find the same correctly engrossed- 

(Signed) A. M. LEWIS, 
Chairman. 


è 


Report adopted. 


The Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the following 
report: 

TNe Committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined “An Act, 
to amend an act, entitled an act, to reduce i into one, and amend 
the several acts, concerning executions,” approved ‘January 
47th, 1342; also, “A Joint Resolution for the relief of Samuel 
Hughes ,E. Fi. Campbell, and James Moore ;” also, 

A Joint Resolution, for the relief of Jacob Tator,” and find 
the same correctly enrolled. The same having been signed by 
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“he Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the Pi esideht 
of the-Senate, was presented to His Excellency the President fo: 
his approval on the 29th inst. 
: (Signed) Il. PARKER. 
© Chairman. 
teport adopted. ; 

The Select Committee, A. M. Lewis, one of the Committee, 
to whom was referred “A Bill to amend an act, entitled an act, 
regulating sales by Judgment, or decree of Probate Court or 
Court of Chancery, approved | ‘cbruary Ath 1842,” reported the 
same back tothe House with an amendment, and tecommended 

its passage. 

Which report was received, aud bill iaid upon tLe table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Haynes, by leave, introduced “A Joint Resolution, tor tlic 
relief of C. Monod.” Read Ist time. 

Mr. Portis moved a suspension of the rule., Lost. - 

The House then proceeded to dispose of the business on the 
Speaker’s table, and to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY 


“A Bill, to be entitled “An Act, supplementary to an act, to 
adopt the Common Law of England, to repeal certain Mexican 
laws, and to regulate the marital rights of persons.” 

Read 9d time, and referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

cA ‘Bill, to amend an act, regulating the coasting trade, aiid 
enrollment of vessels, passed, Ath January S41, and to regulate 
and proportion tonnage duties and collectors fees.” 

Read 2d time; and 

On motion of ‘Mr Warren the bill was laid upon the table. 

A message was received from the Senate, transmitting a com- 
munication from His féxcelency the President, with accompany- 
ing decuments. 

* A Bill, to amend an act, for the election of Sheriffs, Coren- 
ers, and Constables, was taken upon its 2d reading; and 

On motion of Mr. Williamson was laid upon the table. 

“A Bill, supplementary to an act, to raise a revenue by direct 
taxation,” with amendments from the Committee on Finance, 
taken up. ; 

Mr. Robinson of D., offered the following amendment, to the 
amendment or the Committee on Finance, viz: provided the 
minimum value be not less than $1,00 per acre.” 


- 
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Mr: Fields, moved the recommittal of the bill to the Commit- 
` tee on Finance. 

Lost. 

Mr. Portis, called for the previous question. 

The motion, shall the main eon now be taken, was put 
and carried. 

The main question being the Engrossment of the bill, was 
carried and the bill ordered to be engrossed. 

“A Bill to provide for the payment of assessors of taxes,” 
was.taken up on its 2d reading, and amendment of the Com- 
mittee on Finance adopted. 

The rule suspended, and the bill read 3d time and passed. 

«A Joint Resolution, for the relief of Wm. B. Williamson, was 
taken up on its 2d reading, 

The ayes and noes were ‘called for on its Engrossment and 
stood thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Matthews, Milby, Pennall, Scugy and Wil- 
liamson—5. 

Noes—Messrs, Speaker, Bower, Crisp Dennison, Dial, 
Fields, Grimes, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hewitt, Hill, 
Hodge, Holmes, Hunter, Braches, Lewis, Parker, Portis, 
Potter Robinson of S., Sherman, Sparks, Walling, Ward and 
Warren —928. 

Lost. l l 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the message of His Excel- 
teney the President, received from the Senate, was taken up 
and read; and 

On motion referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

On motion:of Mr. Matthews, “A` Bill, to incorporate - -thë 
German Emigration Company,” was taken up on its 2d reading, 
with a substitute from the Committee on the State of the Re- 
public,” 

Mr. Dennison, offered the feliowing amendment to the sub- 
stitute,” 

“Sec, 6. Be it further enacted, TThat'this act may be repealed 
after five years, from the date of its passage. 

Mr. Dennisor ` then moved to refer the bill to a Select Com- 
mittee, Q0 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the bill was re-committed to 
the Committee on the State of the Republic. 

Mr. Lewis, moved to take up “A Bill, to abolish the tariff on 
certain articles therein named." 

ost. 
Mr. Crisp, moved te take up the motion te reconsider the 
5 
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vote ot the indefinite postponement of “A Bill, to ai an aet, 
granting land to emigrants.” 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, *A Joint Resolution, for the 
relief of J Pinckney Henderson," was taked up, and 

Read 3d time. a 

Mr. Darnell, moved a suspension of the rule, for the purpose 
of introducing an amendment to the bill. 

Lost. 

The ayes and noes on the passage of the bill were ealled for 
and stood as follows: . 


Ayes— Messrs, Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Fields, Hagler, Hanover, ` 


Hodge, Braches, Lewis, Matthews, Parker, Pennall, Portis, 
Potter, Robinsonof B., Robinson of S., Walling Whyte and 
Williamson—19. 

Noes— /Messrs. Bower, Cazneau, Dennison, Grimes, Halbert, 
: Hill, Holmes, Hunter, Scurry, Sparks and Warren-~11. 

Carried, and bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B.. the House adjourned 
until 3'o'clock P. M. 


s 


2 o'clock, D. M. 


The House met—roli calied quorum present. 

The House proceedett to business. 

^A Bill, to be entitled an act; supplementary to an act, for 
issuing patents to legal claimants, 7 was taken üp. 

Read 2d time, end ordered to be Engrossed. 

«A Bill, to be entitled an act, authorising an additional eom- 
pensation to be paid to certain officers of the Civil List, was tak- 
en up on its 2d reading. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the preamble was striker 
out. 

Mr. Portis, moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

"The ayes and noes being called for on the motion, stood as 
follows: . 

Ayes—Messrs. Crisp, Grimes, Halbert, Haynes, Holmes, 
Lewis, Portis, Robinson of S.. Seurry, Walling and Whyte - 
—1i. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Dial, Hewitt, Hill, Hodge, 
Braches, Matthews, Milby, Parker, Pennall, Potter, Robinson 
of B., Sparks, Ward and Warren—1l6. ` 

Lost. 
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Mr. Robinson of B.; moved the Engrossment of the bill. 
Mr. Lewis moved a eall of the House. ` 
Carried;. and 


The Sergeant-at-Arms` was dispatched for absent members. 
Mr. Crisp, moved a suspension of a further call of the' House. 
Carried. © ' i 
On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the Ist section of the bill 

was striken out. . ` 

The ayes aid noes being then called forʻon the Engross- 
ment of the bill, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Hanover, Haynes, Hill, 
Matthews, Milby, Pennall, Robinson of B., Sparks and Ward 
—11. i ; " 
Noes—Messrs, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Halbert, Hewitt, Hodge, 
Holmes, Hunter; Braches, Lewis, Parker, Portis, Potter, Rob- 
inson of S., Scurry, Walling Warren and Whyte—18. - 

Lost. i i 

“A Joint Resolution, for the relief of Neighbors and Rivers,” 
was taken up on its 2d reading, and the substitute of the Com- 
mittee on Post-offices and Post-roads. 

Adopted. e 

The ayes and noes being called for, on the Engrossment of 
the resolution stood as follows. ' 

* Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Crisp, Dial, Fields, Grimes, 

Hagler, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hill Hodge, Hunter, 

Braches, Matthews, Milby, Parker, Pennall, Portis, Potter, 

Robinson of B., Robinson of S., Sherman, Sparks: Walling, 

Ward, Whyte and Williamson--28. ; 
Noes—Messrs. Cazneau, Dennison, Hewitt, Holmes, Lewis, 

Scurry and Warren—7. 

Carried, and resolution ordered to be Engrossed. 

Mr. Crisp, moved to take up the motion to re-consider the 
vote on the indefinite postponement of “A Bill, to amend an act, 
granting land to Emigrants.” 

Lost. ` i 

Mr. Potter, moved to take up the motion to re-consider the 
vote adopting a resolution to adjourn sine die. on the ?nd of 
January. 

Carried, P 

The ayes and noes being called for, on re-considering the 
the vote adopting the resolution, stood as follows : i 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison, 
Fields, Grimes, Hagler, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Aill, Hodge, 
Holmes, Hunter, Braches, Lewis, Matthews, Parker, Pennall, 


i t40 


Portis, Potter, Robinson of B., Robinson of S., Sherman, 
Sparks, Walling, Ward, Whyte and Williamson —30. 

Noes—Messrs. Dial, Hewitt, Milby, Scurry and Warren—5.. 

Carried. 

Mr. Crisp, moved to lay the resolution on the table. 

Lost, 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the 2d of January was strick- 
en out, and 20th inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Sparks, Monday was stricken out. - 

The ayes and noes being called for, on the adoption of the 
resolution as amended stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Crisp, Dennison, Fields, Hagler, Hanover, 
Haynes, Hodge, Braches, Lewis, Matthews, Milby, Robinson 
of S., Sherman, and Williamson—14. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Cazneau, Dial, Grimes, Halbert, 
Hill, Hewitt, Holmes, Hunter, Parker, Pennall, Portis, Potter, 
Robinson of B., Scprry Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warren and 
Whyte-—20. i : 

Lost. 

Mr. Lewis, moved to take up “a bill to abolish the "Tariff 
on certain articles therein named. 

Lost. 

The Joint Committee on Military Affairs, made the following 
report: 

The Joint Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred “A Resolution for the relief of Dr. Edmund J. Felder,” 
have had the same under consideration, and report a substitute 
for the same, and recommend its passage; also, 

* A Bill, to be entitled an act, more effectually to protect the 
frontier,” report tbe same back with amendments and recom- 
mend its passage. 

Signed} S. SHERMAN, 
l Chairman, on the part of the House. 
K. H. MUSE, 
: Ciiairman, on the part of the Senate. 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

“A Bill, to be entitled an act, supplementary to an act, to raise 
a revenue by direct taxation, was taken up on its 2d reading. 

Mr. Walling moved to lay the bill on the table. 

The ayes and noes called for on the motion, stood as 
follows. 

Ayes—Messrs. Cazneau, Dennison, Fields, Grimes, Hano- 
ver, Haynes, Hill, Holmes, Braches, Lewis, Pennall, Potter. 


MI 
Robinson of B., Robinson of S., Scurry, Sherman, Walling and 
Warren—-13. : 

Noes—Messrs, Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Halbert, Hewitt, Hodge, 
Hunter, Matthews, Milby, Parker, Portis, Sparks, Ward, Whyte 
and Williamson—15. 

Carried, ard bill laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Hunter, the Clerk was instructed to 
deliver to S. L. Jones, the papers relating to the Steam-boats 
Neptune and New York. 

« A Bill, to authorize the taking of Replevy Bonds in certain 
cases,” was taken up, on its 2d reading; and . ` 

On motion, was indefinitely postponed. . 

«A Bill, to be entitled an act, to amend the Probate Law,” 
was taken up on its 2d reading. » ` 

Mr. Hill, moved to strike out the {th section.” 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Sherman, the * 5th section” was stricken 
out. 

Mr. Hanover, offered the following amendment, as an ad- 
ditional section: 

“Be it further enacted, That appraisers, and commissioners 
of partition, for each day they may serve as such, shall be en- 
titled to receive two dollars per day, and no more, any law to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 

Adopted. 

Mr. Wiliamson moved to lay the bill on the table. 

Lost. 

Mr. Dennison, offered the following amendment as an addi- 
tional section: 

^ Be it further enacted, That any testator, by his last will 
may so provide that no other action than the Probate and regis- 
tration of the will, in any county he may designate shall be had 
in the probate Courts.” 

Adopted. ` ^ 

. Mr. Hunter, offered the following amendment, as an addi- 
tional section: 

“Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Pro- 
bate Judge,.to grant letters of administration, on a verbal appli- 
cation, without the necessity of a written petition.” 

Rejected. . 

Mr. Dennison moved the bill, with the amendments, be re- 

mmitted to the Jndiciary Committee. 

Lost. 

On motion, the bill was ordered. to be engrossed. 
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On motion of Mr. Robinson, of B., the House adjourned 
until 10 o'elock to-morrow morning. 


SATURDAY, Dec. 31st, 10, A. M. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

'l'he roll being called the following members answered io 
iheir names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, Grimes, Halbert, 
Hanover, Haynes, Hewitt, Hodge, Holmes, Hunter, Braches, 
Lewis, Matthews, Mil by, Parker, Pennall, Portis, Potter, Rob- 
iuson of B., Robinson of S, Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward 
and Williamson. 

A quorum present—the Journal of the preceding day was 
read and adopted. 

Mr. Potter? by leave, presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Galveston, accompanied by à bill, to be entitled “An 
Act to amend the several acts organizing Justices’ Courts, and 
- defining the powers and jurisdiction of Commissioners of Roads 
and Revenues, so far as relates to the county of Galveston. 

Which bill was read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read 2d time, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The Committee on the Judiciary, A M. Lewis, one of the 
Committee, to whom was referred a bill to be entitled “An Act 
the more effectually to quiet and protect the possession of per- 
sonal property, and to prevent the taking posssession thereof by 
fraud, or violence,” reported the same back to the House, with 
a substitute, and recommended its passage, 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come | 
up among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on the State of the Republic, Jesse Grimes, 
Chairman, to whom was referred * A Bill, to incorporate the 
German Emigrating Company,” reported the same back to the 
House, with amendments, and recommended its passage, ~ 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table to 
come up àmong the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the following re- 

rt: 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined “An Act, 
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amendatory to an act, entitled ‘An Act to raise a revenue by di- 
rect taxation,’ approved 5th January, 1842;" also, 

«An Act, supplementary to ‘An Act, suplementary to ‘An 
Act, supplementary to ‘An Act to detect fraudulent land cer- 
tificates, and to provide for the issuing patents to legal claim- 
ants;? also,  . i a 

«A Joint Resolution, for the relief of Messrs. Neighbors and 
Rivers, and find the same correctly engrossed. 

[Signed] A. M. LEWIS, 
Chairman. 

Adopted. \ : 

Tne Select Committee, Jesse Grimes, Chairmah, to whom 
was referred “ A "Bill, and mendments, to amend ‘An Act regu- 
lating Elections, ” made the following report, to wit : 

i WasHINGTON, Dec. 29, 1842. 

The Special Committee, to whom-was referred ** A Bili, and 
amendments, to amend ‘An Act regulating Elleetions, ? &o., 
have had the subject'under consideration. "d 

They are of opinion that the law is imperfect, but .that the 
bill before them is exceptionable. Numbering the tickets to 
correspond with the number on the clerk’s list, is of doubtful 
propriety ; and your Committee cannot recommend the passage 
of a bill that would throw inthe way of managers of elections, 
such temptations to evade their oaths, and t@nd to expose what 
some electors might wish to be kept seeret. 

The 4th section provides for remunerating the returning of- | 
ficer of election precincts. This, the Committee think, is pro- 
per, if no person can be obtaitted to carry up the returns without 


ay. 

The 5th section prohibits any person from voting by proxy. 
This, your Committee believe, is prohibited by'the Constitution 
and laws in existence. ; 

One of the amendments (additional section) provides for the 
punishment of any person convicted of altering, or defacing, 
any voté or election return. This is an amendment necessary, 
if any alteration should be made to the existing law; but your 
Committee have viewed, with regret, a disposition to too fre- 

‘quently change ‘the existing laws, when such alteration does 
not amount to an amendment. The. law regulating elections 
was passed in 1837—has been in operation for five years. If 
it is objectionable, in some of its provisions, it has become 
known and familiar to the citizens; and your Committee, hold- 
ing the principle, that.a bad law, well understood, is preferable 
to even a better one, that is less understood by the people ; 
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ihey, therefore, believe ii unnecessary to chatige it at this 
time. * 
With these views, your Committee ask leave to return the 
bill, and amendments, to the House, and recommend that no 
further action be had on the subject. 
(signed) JESSE GRIMES. 
Chairman SelectCommittec. 


Which report wás received, and bill laid upon the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Potter “presented the memorial of Sundry citizens of 
Galveston, which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

The Committee on the Judiciary, James Dennison one of the 
Committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be entitled “An Act 
regulating Tolls,” reported the same back to the House, with 
a substitute, and recommended its adoption. 

Which report was received, and bill laid npon the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Hanover, by leave, introduced “A Bill, to provide for or- 
ganizing the militia of the counties of Robertson and Brazos.” 

Read Lst time. 

Mr. Ward, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled “An Act 
to better define the county lines of Bowie and Lamar.” 

Read Ist time. 

On mation of Mr. Crisp, the rule was suspended, bill read 2d 
time, and referred to a select committee, composed of Mr. Rob- 
inson of B., Matthews, Crisp, Ward and Milby. 

Mr. Hill offered the following resolution, viz: 

* Resolved, That no new business shall be introduced into 
the House of Representatives, during the present Session of 
Congress, after the 5th day of January next.” 

Read, and laid upon the table for one day. 

Mr. Whyte, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled “An 
Act confirming the location of the Seat of Justice in Harrison 
County, at the town of Marshal.” 

Read 1st time; rule suspended, and bill read a 2d time: rule 
further suspended, bill read a 3d time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the House then proceeded to dis- 
pose of the business on the Speaker's table, and to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


A bill, to be entitled “An Act, amendatory to an act, entitled 
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An Act to wise a revenue by Direct Taxation, approved Feb- 
ruary 5ih, 1812," was taken up, read a 3d time, and passed. 

sA Joint Resolution, for the relief of Messrs. Neighbors and 
Rivers,” was taken up, read a 3d time, and passed. 

A’ message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, of the passage of a bill, to be entitled “An Act " au- 
thorize the , Court of Probate, of any county, to open the suc- 
cession of Jno. R. Cunningham, deceased.” 

On motion of Mr. Potfer, a bill, to amend & An Act regulating 

the election of Sheriffs, Coroners, and Constables,” was taken 
up on its 2d reading. 

Mr. Portis offered the following amendment, viz: 

“Be it further enacted, That, hereafter, constables shall be, 
and they are hereby, authorized to execute pres throughout 
the county in which they may be elecied.” 

Rejected. 

Mr. Potter offered the following amendment, viz: 

Insert, after. “finish,” in Ist section, 8th line, as “deputy 
Sheriffs,” &c. ` 

Rejected. 

The ayes and noes being cailed for, on the engrossment of 
the hill, stood as follows, viz: 

Ayes— Mossts. Halbert, Haynes, Hanter, Mattho ws, Potier 
and Scurry—6. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, 
Fields, Grimes, Hagler, Hanover, Hewitt, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, 
Braches; Lewis, Parker, Pennali, Portis, Robinson of D., Rob- 
inson of S., Sherman, Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warren, Whyte 
and Williamson—97. 

Lost. , a 

On inotion of Mr. Sherman, a bill, to be entitled “An Act 
more effectually to protect the frontier,” was taken up, and read 
Ist time, 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the rule was suspended, and 
bill read 2d time. 

On motion of Mr. Dennison, the House resolved itself into 
a Committee of the "whole, upon said bill; aud Mr. Robinson, 
of B., was called to the Chair. E 

Afier some time spent therein, the Committee arose, reported 
progress, and asked leave to sit again. 

Report adopted. ` 

On motion of Mr. Potter, Mr. Caldwell, of Bastrop, presented 
his credentials, took the oath and his seat, 

T 


4 


v 


* 
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‘Gn motion of Mr. Lewis, the House adjourned until 3 
o'eloek, P. Me ° ‘ 


kd 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


The House met—roli called —and.a quorum present. 

‘The. House proceeded to business. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, a bill, to be entitled, “An Aet 
to authorize the Court of Probate, cf apy eounty, to open the 
succession of Jno. R. Cunningham, deceased,” was taken up; 
and read Ist time, 

On: motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was dendo bill 
read ud time. Rule further suspendcd, bil read 3d time, 
and passed, j 

Mr. Potter moved the re-consideration of the vote given or 
the passage of “A Joint Resolution for the relief of J. Pinek- 
ney Henderson,” 

Mr. Dennison moved to lay the motion on the table, 

Lost. 

Mr. Matthews moved a call of the. House, . 

Lost. 

The ayes and noes being called for, on the motion to recon- 
sider the vote on the passage of the bill, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Cazneau, Dennison, Dial, Halbert, Haynes,. 
Hill, Holmes, Milby, Potter, Scurry, Sparks, Ward and Warren 
—]13. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Crisp, Fields, Grimes, 
Hagler, Hanover, Hodge, Braches, Lewis, Matthews, Parker, 
Pennall, Portis, Robinson of D., Robinson of S., Sparks, Wal- 
ling and Williamson—19. 

- Lost. , 

‘Mr. Crisp moved a reconsideradón of ihe vote, refnsing to: 
engross the bill, allowing additional compensation to certain of- 
ficers of the civil list. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of B., the motion to re- consider 
was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the bill for frontier protection was 
taken up. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the House resolved itself inte: 
Committee of the whole, u pon the same, 

Mr. Parker was called to the Chair. 


* 
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Alter some time spent iherein, the Committee arose, reported 
progress, and asked leave to- sit again, at H o'clock on Mon- 
‘day morning. 

Mr. Hill moved to lay the report on the. tables . 
Lost, and report adopted. . > 

On: motion of Mr. Matthews,the House adjourned until Mon- 


day morning at 10 o'clock. : >. 


*  Mospay Jan. 2d; 1818, 10, A; M 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. The roll being 
called the following members answeréd to their names: ' 

Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, ‘Crisp, Dial, Fields, 
Grimes, Haibert, Haynes, Hewitt, Hudze, Holmes, Hunter, 
Gracies, Lewis, Mathews, Milby, Pennall, Portis, Robinson of | 
B:, dovinson of S., Scurry, Wail ling, Waren, Ward, Wnyte 
and Williamson. i 

A quorum present, the ainal of Saturday was read and i 
adopted. 

‘The Committee on the State of the Republic, John Dial, 
one of ‘the committee, to whom was referred “A Bill to es- 
tablish a Sabbath throughout the Republic,” reported the'same 
back to the House, with a substitute, and recommended its 
adoption. 

Report received, and bill laid on the table, to come up among 
the orders of the day. 

Mr.. Crisp, by leave, introduced “A Joint Resolution for 
opening, the papers of the cerk’s oe of Miller county, Arkan- 
sas, now Red River county, Texa 

Read lst time. . * : 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of B., the rüle x was suspended, 

bill read, 2d time; and referred to the Committee ori the Jndiciary, . 

''he Committee on. the State.of the Republic, Jesse Grimes, 
Chairman, to whom was referred sundry petitions, praying: for 
divorces, reported the saine back to the House, with a bill for 
their relief, and recommended its passage. 


> H5 
$ 
Which report was received, and bill read Ist time. 
The Joint Committee of both Houses, on Pablie Printing, 
made the following report, viz: 


To the im. N H, Darnell, : 
Speaker of the House of Iù pecseniatives. 


Sin:— ihe Joint Committee of both Houses, ou Publie 
Printing, to whom was submitted an account for printing for the 
House, "have had the same under consideration; aud from the 
best inform: tion they ean obtain, from practical! printers, D 
Committe2 are of opinion that the following rates are a fair con 
pensation tor printing ebarged for, vi: 


f 


Bill charged by Printer. Amt. allowed by Committee 


Ayes and oes, bound, & 45 00 & 2100 
1.000 copies President's ` 

Message, - - 100 0C 67 5G 
50 copies Rules of the - 

H of R, - - 720 4 00 
£00 eopies cof Report of 

Soe'ry of War aud 

Marine. - - $0 OG 32 00 
200 IEODICS of Opinion 

of Attorney Genera, 

ot: Cherokee busi- 

AUS. ~ - . 16 08 - 44 OG 

23! ae CO $207 


Y hieb report was adopted. 

On matiou of Mr. Potter, «X Bul, divoreing certain persons,” 
was taken up. 
Gn. motion of Mr. Potter, the rule was suspended, and bill 


year, Q Za time. . 
Mrs Potter wioved tho indcüpite postponement of the bill, 
"Pie aves and nees being € alied for on the metion, stood 
buss — 


yts— Alesse, Power, Caldwell, Crisp, Hagler, Henover, 
ffaynes, Mul, Hodge, Holy nes, Hanter, Portis, Potter, I lobinson 
or 15, Eobiuscm of 4 ane e Ward— 15. 
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Noes—Muossrs, Speaker, Cazneau, Dial, Fields, Grimes, Hal- 
bert, Hewitt, Braclies, Lewis, Mathews, Milby, Parker, Pen- 
nall, Sherman, Sparks, Walling, Warren, Whyte and Wil- 
liamson--19. Los. ^ 

A message was receive] from the Senate, transmitting a mes- 
sage from ‘His Excellency the Presidènt, with accompanying 
documents. . 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of S., the House then preceeded 
to dispose of the business on the Speal ker’s table, and to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
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On motion of Mr. Matthews, a bill to be entitled “An Act to 
incorporate the German Emigrating Ceinpany;? was taken up 
on its 2d reading, with améadments ‘trom the Committee on the 
Siate of the Republi ic. j 

Ist amendment, 5th section, last line: strike out “emigrant,” 
aud ingert “head of a family.” 

Additional section. 

“Beit further enacted, That this act shail be, aud remaia 
in force, ior, aod during, the term of five years, from end after 
. its passage." : 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Mattl ews, the bill was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, a bill, to be entitled | “An Act, 
creating the county of Burnet, for juzicial purposes," was taken 
up, and subsiitute of the committee adopted, and b: Ì1 ordered to 
be engrossed. 

Tue Committce on Internal Improvements, J. Dennison, 

‘haliman, to whom was referred “A Bul to authorize the 
County Courts to raise a revenue by license on public ferries,” 
reporied the same back to the House, and recommended it pas- 
sage. 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Ou motion of Mr. Cazneau, a bill to be entit] ed, “An Act 
more eifvetually to protect the frontier,” was taken up, with 
amendments from the Committee on Military Affairs., viz: ` 

in section 1st, fill the blank with the word “two.” 

In section 3d, strike, out “to the Collector ;" and insert—~that 
' he has served said tour.” 

Adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 


e 
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‘On motion-of Mr. Portis, SA Bill for the protection of the 
"Western and South-western Frontier, was taken up, still on its 

2d reading. 

On motion cf Mr. Potter, the House resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole, on ihe same, Mr. Warren in the Chair. 

Atter some time spent therein, the Committee arose, repotted 
the bul back to the House, with sundry amendments, and re- 
commended their adoption, and the passage of the bill. 

, Ou motion of Mr. Hill, the report was ‘laid on the table, and 
the amendments of the Committee, viz.: 

ist, Strike out, in Ist section, ** October,” and insert “ Janu- 
ary." 

2d. Strike ont, in 2d section, “Oth,” and insert “8th.” 

3d. Strike out, in 2d section, * War," and insert * State.” 

Ath. Proviso to 4:h section. Provided, however, that he 
shall be entitled to receive no compensation, uuless a thousand, 
or more, troops shall be in active service.” 

5th. Strike ont, in 6th section, all that relates to drafting 
men and insert “the first six companies shall be drafted from 

the third and fourth biigades; and shall serve ior six months, 
from the time they reach their respective places of rendezvous; 
and that the secid six companies shall be drafted from the 
second and first brigades ; ;" and strike out all, after ** brigade,” 
relating to a * ax," 

6th. Substitute, for 13ih section, ^ Be it further enacted, 
‘That all spoil, not the property of citizens of this Repul lic, 
eaptured from the enemy, shall be divided, by the field officers, 
equally, amongst the captors, without regard to rank; and the 
property of citizens, on identification, shall be restored to the 
owners. 

7th. Insert, before “Guarter-Master- General,” in 14th sec- 
tion, “ Quarter-Master, o7, were adopted. 

Mr. Robinson of B.. flexed the following amendiuent to 19th 
section, insert after $50,000," “and all ihe revenue aising 
from direct taxes for the fiscal year 1842.” 

Mr. Portis offered tke following as a substitute for Mr. Robin- 
‘son of B's. amendment, “tand all the revenue arising from the 
direct taxes specially raised by law, for the protection of the 
frontier." Adopted as a substitute. 

Phe ayes and noes were then called for, on the adoption of 
ihe same, as an amendment to the bill, and stood as follows. 

Ayes—Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Dennison, F'ields, 
Hagler, Halbert, Haynes, Hunter, Braches, Lewis, Portis, 
Potter, Robinson of B. and Sherman—15. 


Bt 


Noes-—Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Didl, Grimes, Hanover, Hill, 


Hodge, Holmes, Matthews, Milby, Parker, Pennall, Robinson 
ef S. Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warren, Whyte and 
Williamson—20. l ; 

Rejected. 

Mr. Portis offered the following additional secticn: 

“Be it further enacted, That it shall be, and is hereby made 
the duty of the President, to reserve, and keep from circulation, 
of the fifty thousand dollars of Exchequer bills, which, by the 
general appropriation bill. is the largest amoünt, which at any 
time may be put in circulation, the sum of ten thousand dollars, 
for military purposes, and to carry into effect the provisions of 
this bill.”  " i 

Adopted. À 

Mr. Parker, offered the following proviso to the 6th section as 
an amendment: 

“Provided, That the Captains companies, of ihe 3d ard 4th 


Brigades, which are situated on the immediate frontier, be, and 


are hereby exempt from the provisions of this section.” 


On motion of Mr. Matthews, the House adjourned until 


3 o'elock P, M. 


2 


3 o'clock, P. M, 


The House met—roil called—quorum present. 

'The House proceeded to business. 

* Bill, for the protection of the frontier," up before the House’ 
nt the adjournment, with the amendments of Mr. Parker. 

The ayes and noes were called for on the adoption of the 
above specified amendment and stood thus: 

Ayes—-Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Crisp, Dial, Hanover, 
Haynes, Hodge, Hunter, Lewis, Matthews, Parker, Pennall, 
Potter, Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward and Williamson—I8. 


Noes—Messrs, Caldwell, Cazneau, Fieids, Grimes, Hagler,- 


Holmes, Braches, Milby, Portis, Robinson of S., Sherman, War- 
ren and Whyte—13. : 
. Adopted. i i 
Mr. Williamson, offered the following amendment to the 5th 
section; — ' ! 
“Strike out all after “Major” and add “ who shall be elected: 
by the companies raised in virtue of the provisions of the 6th: 


* 
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soction of this act, a! the place.of rendezvous to be designated by 
the Major General.” ' - Ve 

Adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed, 

Mr. Portis, by leave, introduced “A Bill, to protect innocence; 
and prevent fraud.” 

Read 1st time. 

Oa motion ef Mr. Fields, “A Bill, for the relief of Capt. Beek- 
nell, and his company of rangers,” was taken up, and substitute 
-of the Committee on Military affairs, adopted 

Mr. Matthews, offered the following amendment; insert “pro 
rata out of said appropriation.” 

Adopted, : 

Mr. Matthews, moved a suspension of the rule; to place the 
bill on its 3d reading. ; 

Lost. : 

THe aves and noes being called for, on the Engrossment of 
the bill stood inus. : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, Crisp, Dennison, 
Dial, Fields, Hanover, Hodge, Hunter, Braches, Matthews, 
Parker, Penual!, Potter, Robinson of S., Sherman, Walling, 
Warren and Williamson—2u. 

Noes—Blessrs. Cazneau, Grimes, Haynes, Holmes, Lewis, 
Portis, Scurry and Sparks—-8, Carried. 

Mr. Sherman, moved to take up “fA bill, for the relief of David 
G. Burnet.” l 

On motion of Mr. Potter, the House adjourned until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


Trrespay, Jan. 3d, 10, A. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, 

The roll being called the following members answered io 
their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, 
Fields, Grimes, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hodge, Holmes, 
Hunter, Braches, Matthews, Milby,: Portis, Robinson of E., 
Robinson of S., Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warren, Whyte 
and Williamson, 


Pres 153 


A quorum presertt—the Journal of the preceding day was 
read aud adopted. 

Mr. Fields, presented the petition of Eliza.J. Thornbury, 
which was referred to a Select Committee, composed ot Messss, 
Fields, Hunter, Ward, Hill and Williamson. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the following re- 

Ort; l E 
: The Committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined “A Joint 
Resolution, for the relief of Capt. Wm. Becknell’s company;” 

Also, “A Dill, to be entitled an act, more effectually to pro- 

tect the frontier,” and find the same correctly engrossed, 
(Signed) JAMES DENNISON. 
One of the Committee. 

Adopted. E ` 

The Committee on the Judiciary, R. Scurry, Chairman, to 
whom was referred “An Act, to amend the several acts, organiz- 
‘ing Justices Courts, and defining the powers and jurisdiction of 
coinmissioners of “road and revenues, so far as relates to the 
county of Galveston." 

Reported the same back to the House, and recommended its 
indefinite postponement. 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Retrenchment, J. J. Robinson, Chairman, 
reported, “A Bill, to be entitled an act, te abolish certain offices 
therein named, and for other purposes.” 

Read 1st time. 

Mr. Caldwell, offered the following resolution: 

“Resolved, by ihe House of Representatives, That the Presi- 
dent be requested to inform this body what steps he has taken 
tor the 1emoval of the archives during the sitting of the present 
Congress.” is 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell; the rule was suspended and reso- 
Aution ddopted, i 

The House then proceeded to dispose of the business on the 
Speaker's table, and to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY 


ji On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the message received 
@through the Senate on yesterday, from his Exellency the Presi- 
Went was taken up and read; and 

B. On motion of Mr. Grimes, was referred to the Committee en 
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On motion of Mr, Hill,“ A Bill, to amend an set, regulating 
- the coasting trade, and enrollment of vessels, passed, 4th Jan: 
uary, 1841, and to regulate and proportion tonnage duty, and 
fees of collectors, was taken up with the amendments made by 
the Committee on Finance.” 

On moion of Mir. Williamson, the bill was laid upon the 
table fur oue hour. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, “A Bill, to be entitled an act, 
to rep7al the ‘Tarriff, and to declare the ports of Texas free,” 
was taken up, on its 3d and final reading. 

Mr. Poter moved a,call of the House. 

Jaxried. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the call of the Mouse was sus- 
pended, l 

Rir. Hanover, moved tiie previous question. 

The motion, shall the main question be now put, was put 
and carried. 

‘The ayes and noes being called for on the main question, 
which was the passage of the Lill stood as foliows. 

Ayes—Messes. Speaker, Cold weil, Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison, - 
Dial, Haynes, Hewitt, Lewis, Parker, Pennali, Portis, Robin- 
som of &., Rebinson of m, Seurry, Sparks, Walling, and 
Williamson—18, 

Noes—?fessrs. Bower, Fields, Grimes, Hagler, Helbert, 
Hanover, Hil, Hodge, lfolimes, Hunter, Bracues, Matthews, 
vailby, Potter, Sherman, Ward, Warren and Whyte--18. There 
being a tye, the passage of the bill was lost. 

A message was received from tha Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of ^ A Bull, to be entidled an act, making 
appropriations for ihe support of Government, for the yeor 
1843,” also, 

«A Bill, to be catitied an act, to provide for the more certain 
eoliecting license taxes;" and 

«A Bul, iocadng the sest of Government ut the tówn of 
Washington,” ; 

fdr. Parker, moved to take up “A Bill, granting 4 leagucs of 
land to Trinity College.” l 

Lost, 

Mr. Sherman, moved to take up “A Joint Resolution, for the 
relief of David G. Burnet.” 

Lost. 3 

The Commi-tes on Engrossed Bills, made the following re- / 

ort: 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined “An Act - 


+ 
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eonferming tha location of the seat of Justice, af Harrison coun- 
ty, at the town of Marshall,” also, ` i 

"An Act, to amend the Probate Law,” and find the same 

‘correctly engrossed. 
- (Signed) A. M. LEWIS, 
Chairman. 

Report adopted, 

Oa motion of Mr. Sparks, “A Bill, to be entitied an act, to 
exempt certain articles therein named, from Impost duties," was 
taken up aud read 2d time. 

Mr. Lewis, moved to strike out all after the enacting clause, 
and insert the follosving. 

“Be it enacted, ‘That there shall be levied and collected, an 
impost duty of ten per cent advalorum, and no more.” 

Mr. Matthews moved the previous question. 

Lost, 

Mr. Dennison, offered an amendment to the substitute of Mr. 
Lewis, as follows: 

“Provided, ‘That original holders of goods, in original pack- 
ages, heretofore imported, shall be entitled to have returned to 
them the exce:s of duties over ten per centum advalorum, paid 
on said goods, which excess shall be refunded by the collector of 
customs in the district where such goods were imported.” 

Mr. Dennison, moved to refor the bill and amendments to the 
Committee on Finance, 

Lost, . 

Mr. Crisp, moved to lay the biil, on the table, and make it the 
ipo order of the day, at 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

ost. 
Mr. Hewitt, moved to lay tho bill and amendments upon the 
table. i 

Lost. 

Mr. Robinson of B., moved to refer the bill with amendments 
to a Select Committee. 

Carried, 

A message was received from the Senate, requesting the re- 
Ner of “A Bill, locating the seat of Government at Washing- 
on. 

Lequest granted. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of B., «A Bill, to be entitled an 
act, to amend in part, an act, supplementary;to an act, entitled 
n act to raise a revenue by Impost duties, approved, the 27th, 
Anuary 1542, supplementary ‘to an act, fo raise a revenue by 
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Impost duties, approved, 5th February 1842; was taken up, and: 
referred io a Select Committee. 

Mr. Robinson of B., moved, the Committee be elected by the 
House. 

Carried. 

The House then went into an election of said Committee, 

Mr. Potter, proposed Mr. Matthews. 

Mr. Huntcr, proposed Mr. Potter. 

Mr. Dennison, proposed Mr. Robinson of B. 

Mr. Crisp, proposed Mr. Scurry. 

The question being put, the members above mentioned were 
declared duly elected to serve as said Committee. 

Mr. Robinson of B., moved a reconsideration of the voie 
electing the members of the above mentioned Committee. 

Carried. 

Mr. Matthews, moved a reconsideration of the vote requiring 
the House, to appoint said Committee. 
- On motion of Mr. Hanover, the House adjourned until 3 

o'clock P. M. . Í 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


The House met--roll called—quorum present. 

The House proceeded to business. 

The motion of Mr. Matthews, for a re-consideration of the 
vote requiring the House to elect. the Select Committee, on the 
the bills for amending the Tariff; before the House when it ad- 
journed. 

Mr. Wilhamson, moved to lay the notion for re-consideration 
no the table. 

Lost. 

And the motion of Mr, Matthews, on re-consideration was 
carried. 

Mr. Matihews, moved the re-consderation of the vote, refer- 
ing the bill to a Select Committee. 

Mr. Fields, moved a call of the House. 

Lost. 

Ard motion of Mr. Matthews, to re-consider, 

. Carried. 
Mr. Huntcr moved a call of the House, 
Carried. 
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On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the call of the House was 
suspended. x 
Ón motion of Mr. Potter, the vote, re-considering the vote, 
referring the bill to a Seleet Committee, was re-considered. 
On motion of Mr. Hunter, A Bill, to amend an act, regulat- 
ing the coasting trade, and enrollment of vessels, passed, 4th 
January 1841, and to regulate and proportion tonnage duty, and 
collectors fees,” with the amendments of the Committee on Fi- 
nance, was taken up. . 
Mr. Potter, moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning, 10 
o'clock. 
Lost. 
Mr. Potter, moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning at 9 
o'clock. l 
Lost. 
Mr, Potter, moved to adjourn until half past 9 to-morrow 
: morning. ° 
Lost. 
Mr. Potter, moved to adjourn until 10 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 
Lost. 
Mr. Potter, moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning half 
past 10 o’clock. 
Lost. 
Mr. Matthews, moved to adjourned until 11 o’clock, to-mor- 
row morning. l 
The ayes and noes were called for on said motion and stood 
as follows: . . - 
Ayes--Messrs. Caldwell, Dennison, Hagler, Haynes, Mat- 
thews, Poiter, Scurry, Sherman, and Warren—9. 
Noes—Messrs, Speaker, Bower, Cazneau, Crisp, Dial, Fields, 
Grimes, Halbert, Hanover, Hewitt, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, 
Hunter, Braches, Lewis, Milby, Parker, Pennall, Portis, Robin- 
uj of S., Sparks, Walling, Warren and Williamson—2o. 
ost. 
On motion of Mr. Hewitt, the bill and amendments were laid. 
on the table. 
Mr. Whyte, moved a re-consideration of the vote refusing to 
pass ihe bill for repealing the Tariff, and declaring the ports of 
‘Texas free. 
M r. Potter, moved to lay the motion on the table. 
ost. : 
Mr. Potter, moved to adjourn until 10 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 
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The -yes and noss being called for, stood as follows: 
Ayo Slesszs, Caldwell, Deunison, Hunter, Robinson of 


T> wget i " a 
woe QLU Beurryw— 2 
kal 


ANoes—-AMessrs. Bower, Cazneau, Crisp, Dial, Fields, Halbert, 
Hanover, Hewitt, Hitt, Hodge, Hinter, Lewis, Milby, Parker, 
TPeusul Fortis, itobinson of S, Walling, Ward, Whyte and 
XR a agus + >» 

II heas Hp ka et cr 


ti. FD, 1 Pos p 
sir. Potion, moved a cali of the House. 


for. 

Air rus, moved a cali of the House. 

Lost. 

Sif. hanter, moved to lay the motion for re-consideration on 
the table. 

Lo:t. 

Bir. Ei, moved to adjourn until to-morrow morning, at 10 
ectock, 

Lost. 

Siz. Robinss n of B., moved to adjourn until to-morrow 
mor lng at ido "cla ci. 

ir, M ezac, moved a calor the House. 


kir. eg moved a suspension of the call of the House. 
IRIA 
Ga motion of Atv. Robinecu of B, the House adjourned 
mntil ly o'cicek to-morrow merming. 
/ 


WzpbxzspAy, Jau, iih, 10, A. M. 


“Fhe House wet purstant to adjournment, 

The roli beinz called, the following members answered to 
their names, viz: a 

Messrs, Speaker, Bowyer, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Halbert, Hano- 
ver, Haynes, Hewitt, Hodge, Holmes, Hunter, Br che s, Lewis, 
cde Milby, Perker, Portis, Robinscn of B., Robinson of 
S., Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warren, Whyte and Wail- 
"u 


He amson. 
A quorum present, 
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The Journal of the preceding dar was read and adopted. 
On adjournme nt yesterday, a cull of the House was pending. 
On motion of Mr. Hewitt, the call was stispended. 

The Committee on the Judiciary, R, Coen , Caairman, io 
whom was referred “A Joint Resolution ‘for opening the papers 
of the clerk’s office of Miller county, Arkansas, now, Red River 
county, 'l'exas," reported the same back to ihe House, vihan 
amendment, and recommended its passage. | 

leport received, aud bil laid on tie table, to come un among 
the orders of the day. 

The Coinmittee on Enrolled Bilis, made the Íoliuwin 
to wit: 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined “An Act, 
making appropriations for the sunpori of the Governmen. for 
the year 1843,” and find the same coirect.y enrailed. 

The same, having been signed by the Speaker of the House, 
and President of the Senate, - was presented to His Excellency 
the Diets dd his approval, on the 3d instant. 

eea) i, PARKER, 
Chairman. 

Report adopted, 

The motion of Mr. W! byte, to re-consider thé vote refusing to 
pass tie “Bill to repeal the T ‘ariff, and deciare the Ports of 
Texas frec, was under consideration when the House ad- 
journed. > 

On motion of Mr. Scuriy, a cail of the House was made, 
and Sergear.t-at-Arms despatched for absent members. 

Sergeant-at-Arms returned, and reported that Messrs. Sher- 
man and Hagler were too unwell to attend. 

On motionof Mr. Scurry, a further call was suspcnded. 

On motion of Mr. Potter, a committee, composet of Messrs. 
Potter, Robinson of S., and Whyte, were appointed fo wait on 
Kessrs. Sherman and Hagler, and receive their votes. 

Mr. Robinson, of B., moved as suspension of the ruie, requiring 
members to be inside the bar o: ::e House, when voting. Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, re- 
.quiring members to be inside the bar of the Housa, wien voting. 

Mr. Warren in the Chair, decided that it wou Id be in Order to 
receive the votes of Mr. Sherman and Mr. Hagler, by proxy. 

Mr. Portis appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

‘The question being put, the Chair was sustained in the de- 
eision. 

The ayes and noes being ealed for, on re considering ihe 
vote, stood as follows, viz: 
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Ayes— Messrs, Speaker, Caldwell, Cazneau, Dial, Haynes, 
‘Hewitt, Hunter, Lewis, Parker, Pennall, Portis, Robinson of B., 
Robinson of S., Scurry Sparks, Walling, and Whyte-~17. 

Noes— Messrs. Bower, Crisp, Dennison, Fields, Grimes, Ha. ` 
g'er, Haibert, Hanover, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Braches, Mat- 
thews, Milby, Potter, Sherman, Ward, Warren and William- 
son-—19. 

Lost. 

A message was received from the Senate, ‘informing the 
House, of the passage of a bill, to be entitled “An Act, to amend 
the several laws regulating the Post-office Department ;" also, 

A bill, to be entitled “ An Act to provide for the establishment, 
and maintenance of peace; and to regulate friendly intercourse 
with the Indians ;” also, 

A Dill, to provide for the payment of Assessors,” 

Mr. Portis, by leave, introduced “A Joint Resolution for the 
relief of the Lamar minute-men." 

lead Ist time. 

On metion of Mr. Hewitt, a bill, te be entitled “An Act to 
extend to the Chief Justice, and Associate Justices, the au- 
thority to issue certificates of head-rights to Exmigrauts,” was 
taken up, with the following amendment of the Committee on 
Public Lands, viz: i 

Insert, in 7th line, Ist section, after +‘ citizens,” “of the 2d, 
3d and 4th classes ;7 which was adopted. * 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, the rule was suspended, bill 
zead a 3d time, and passed. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the following re- 
port, viz: 

The Committee on Eingrossed Bills have examined a bill, to 
‘be entitled “An Act to organize the county of Burnet, for judi- 
cial purpcses," also, 

À bill, to be entitled * An Act for the protection of the Wes- 
tern and South-western Frontier, and for other purposes,"-and 
-find the same correctly engrossed. 2 

[Signed] A. M. LEWIS, 
Chairman. 


* 


Adopted. 


. A message was received from the Senate, transmitting a re- 
solution to adjourn sine die, on the 10th instant. 
On motion ef Mr. Robinson, of S., “A Bill, to amend the 
Probate Laws, was taken up, read 3d time, and passed. 
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Me. Parker, by leave, introduced a bill, to be erititléd “An 
Act supplementary to au act; entitied, ‘An Act making appro- 
priations for the Suppor: of the Government for the year 1843,” 

Read Ist time. , 

On motion of Mr. Parker, ihe rule was suspended, and bill 
read 2d time. . ; 

On motion of MrZPortis, the bill was referred tò the Com- 
mittee on Finance. ie 

A message Was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, of their having passed a bill, to be entitled “An Act for 
the removal of the Archives of the Rupublie of Texas ;” also, 

“A Bill, to provide for the payment of a balance due members 
of Congress at the extraordinary session of 1842.” 

Mr. Hill, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled “An Act, 
supplementary to ‘An Act, to incorporate the Colorado Mining 
Company, and other companies for similar purposes,’ approved. 
17th January, 1842.” 

Read Ist time. 

Mr. Williamson, by leave, introduced “A Bill for the relief 
9f A. B. Shelby.” a i 

Read Ist time. 

Mr. Williamson moved a suspension of the rule. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Caznean, a bill, to be entitled “An Act for 
the protection of the Western and South-western Frontier,” was 
taken up, read 3d time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, a bill, to be entitled “An Act 
more effectually to protect the Frontier,” was taken up, and 
read 3d time. 

‘On motion of Mr. Robinson, of B., the bill was re-committed 
back to the Cominittee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the clerk was directed to trans- 
mit to the Senate, a bill, to be entitled, “An Act for the pro- 
tection of the Western and South-western Frontier.” 

On motion of Mr. Mathews, the House adjourned until 3 
o'clock, P. M. 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


The House niet—roll called—and a quorum present. 
The House then proceeded to take up the business on tha 
Speaker's table, and to the 
v 


Lo 


ORDERS OF THE pa X. 


Ün motion of Mr. Warren, “A Bill to authorize the several 
county courts to raise a revenue by license on Public Ferries,” 
was taken u p on its 2d reading. 


Mr: Warren moved to fi up the blank in. the 2d section, by 


inserting “ten years.” 2 


Lost. 


On motion of Mr. Potter, the blank was filled up by insert- 


ing “five years.” a 
Mr, Potier moved to strike out tlie 3d section, 


Qn motion of Mr. Warren, the bill was re-committed to the * 


Committee on Internal Improvements. 

A message was Ieeoived from «the, Senate, informing the 
House, of the passage of a bill, with amendments, to be entitled 
“An Act to amend the several laws regulating the Post-oflice 
Department ;" also, ` 

HA Bil, passed in secret session, with accompanying docu- 
ments from His Exceiteney the President.” 

„Merv Portis moved to take. up the bill, and communications, of 
the President, received from the Senate, marked seeiet. 

Carried. . 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, the tiouse went into secret ses- 
sion. 

The doors having Leen opened ; 

On motion of Mr. Potter, Mr. Cazneau was added to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes. the House adjourned until 10 
O'clock to-morrow morning: ' 


* 
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Tucrspay,, Jan. 5th, 10, A.M. , 
‘The House inet pufsuant. to. adjournment. 
'l'he roll being called the following members answered to 
their names: 


Messrs, Speaker, Cazneau, Caldwell, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, 
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Garza, Grimes, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hodge, Holmes, 
Hutter, Braches, Lewis, Matthews, Milby, Peebles, Portis, 
Potter, Robinson of S., Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warren 
‘and Williamson. 

À quotum present. * 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

The Committee,on Claims and Accounts, made the follow- 
ing report; | ` , 

The Committee on Claims end Accounts, to whom was re- 
ferred the claim of Josiah-G. Beaty, have had the same under 
consideration, and beg leave to report, that we find'the Govern- . 
ment indebted to him in the sum of one. thousand dollars, find-. 
ing it imposible to meet the demands against the Goverhment, 
having appropriated all the meaus of Government, for civi! and 
military purposes, beg leave to report the same back to the 
House, and ask its indetinite postponement, and the Committee 
, be discharged from the further consideration thereof, 

i l (Signed) '  '- W, N. MILBY. 
|^ Chairman.. 


* 
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Report adopted. 
Also,. the following report: teu tu 
The Committee on Claims and Accounts, to. whom was re- 
ferred the claim of Johu Manson, have had the same under con- ` 
sideratiof& and beg leave to report, that we find the Government 
indebted to him iu the sum of one hundred and twenty-five 
‘dollars, having appropriated all the means of Government, for 
civil and military purposes, beg leave to report the same back to - 
. the House, and ask its indefinite postponement, and the Com- : 
mittee be-discharged from the farther ecasideratión thereof, 
(Signed). | '. - W. P. MILBY, 
- . 7 .* .,  . Chairman. 
. Mr. Williamson, moved to lay the report on the table. ` 
Lost, and report adopted. e ` 
The Coinmittee on Claims and Accounts, Wm. P. Milby, 
Chairman, to whom was referred tho petition of Richard Buche, 
reported the same back to the House, without any action taken 
thereon, and recommend its refereuce' to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. oo E ` . ~ 
Report adopted. . : . l 
The Committee on Internal Improvements, } Dennison, 
Chairman, to whom was relered “A Bill, to be entitled an act, 
to authorize they several, County Clerks to raise a revenue by 
license on public ferries,” reported the same back to the House 
with an amendment and recommended, its passage. 
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Which report was received, and bill laid on the table ta come 
up among the orders of the day. l i i 
The Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the following 
reporti: i 
The Committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined “An Act, 
to extend to the Chief Justice, and associate Justices, the au- 
thority to issue certificates of head-right to emigrants, and find 
the same correctly engrossed. ; ud 
[Signed] A. M. LEWIS, 
Chairman. 


Adopted. 


Mr. Matthews, by leave introduced “A Bill, to be entitled an 
aet, for the relief o. M. F, Jones and 8. Highsmith.” 

Read 1st time. i 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the rule was suspended, bill read 
2d ume, and referred tothe Committee on Post-offices and 
Post-roads. 

The House then proceeded to dispose of the business on the 
Speaker's table, and to the í 


ORDERS OF THE DAY 


*A Bill, to be entitled and act, to amend the se", ral laws 
regulating the Post-office department, was taken up with 
amendments from the Senate, and said amendments adopted. 

The Select Committee, S, S. B. Fields, Chairman, to whom 
was relerred the petition of Eliza J. Thornbery. reported the 
same back to the House, with a bill for her relief, and recom- 
mended its passage. 

Bill taken up and read ist time. 

A Bill, to organize the county ot Burnet, for Judicial and 
other purposes, was taken up, 

Read 3d time, aud passed. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, Mr. McLeod, the member eleet 
from Bexar, presented his credentials, took the oath and his 
eat. i 

sA Joint Resolution, for the relief of Capt. Wm. Becknell's 
company, was taken up, aud read 3d.time; and 

On motion of Mr. Hill, laid upon the table. 

“A Bill, to be entitled an act, to amend the existing laws in 
relation to proceedings in Courts of Probate,” was taken up; and 
. Read Ist time. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing tHe 
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House of the passage of +A Joint Resolution, fur the relief of 
minute men.” ; 

“A Bill, supplementary to an act, entitled an act, to establish 
and incorporate the College of De Kalb,” was taken up, read 2d 
time; and . 

On motion of Mr. Ward, referred to the Committee on Pub- 
-lic Lands. 

'The Military Committee, D. Y. Portis, oneof the Committee, 
to whom was referred, “A Bill, to be entitled an act, more effect- 
ually to protect the frontier,” reported the same back to the 
House, with an amendment; and recommended its passage. 

Whieh report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. - 

** A Bill, to be entitled an act, to provide for the collection of 
state and county taxes on lands in each county of this Republic, 
was read 2d time; and 

On motion of Mr. Hunter, referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

« A Bill, supplementary to an act, entitled an act, to detest 
fraudulent land certificates.” , 

Read 34 time, and passed. zn 

. *A Joint Resolution, requiring the President to put in suit all 
forféited bonds," was taken up on its 2d reading, with the report 
of the Committee on Finance, recommending it to be laid on 
the table, without further action, 

Which report was adopted, and bill laid upon the table. 

“A Bill, to be entitled an act, supplementary to an act, to pro- 
vide for return of surveys, and for the collection of Government 
dues on lands, &c., was taken up and read, 2d time. 

The ayes and noes being called for, on the engrossment of 
the hill, stood as follows, viz: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Dial, Garzia, 
Grimes, Hagler, Halbert, Hewitt, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Milby, 
Parker, Peebles, Portis, Robinson of S., Scurry, Sparks, Wal-: 
ling, Ward, Whyte and Williamson—23. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dennison, Fields, Hanover, 
Hunter, Matthews, Pennall, Potter Robinson of B. and War. 
ren—11. 

Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

“A Joint Resolution, for the relief of E. J. Felder, with a sub- 
stitute from the Committee on Military Affairs,” was taken up 
on its 2d reading; substitute adopted, and the bill ordered to be 
engrossed. 

“A Bill, to be entitled an act, creating the county of Smith, 
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ior Judicial purposes,” was taken up on its 2d reading, with a 
substhute from the Committee on the Judiciary, which was 


adopted. : 
Mr. Scurry, offered as an amendment ‘to the substitute, to 
strike out “mith,” aad insert “Rusk.” . 
Adopted. — i 


Mr. Robinson of S., moved to strike out in 7th section “ ten,” 
and insert “twenty,” which was adopted, and the bill ordered 
to h^ enarossed. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing: the ` 
House, of having passed “A Bill, to be enti.led an act, for the 
roliet of the purchasers of lois iu the city of Austin, and upon 
ihe city tract adjoining. 

«A Bill, to amend the seseral acts organizing Justices Coutts, 

and deiiniug the powers and jurisdiction of commissioners of 
T oads and reventies, so far as relates to Galveston county,” was 
taken np on its 2d reading; and 

On motion, was lndefin.tely postponed. 

*& ^A Dill. to amend an act, entitled ‘An Act regulating sales 
by judgment or decree of a p: obate court, in court of chancery, 
approved February 4th, Tod 1,” was taken up on its 2d reading, 

and amendments of Select Com inittee . . 

Ad: pted. 

"ihe ayes and noes being called for, on passing the bill to 
a 3d reading, stood as follows: 

Aves— Messrs. Bower, Caldweil, Cazneau, Dennison, Fields, 
Garza, Grimes, Hagler, ' Hanover, Haynes, Hill. Hunter, Bra- 

ches. Lewi is, Purker, Pottis, Petter, Robinson of B., and Scurry 
—19, 

Noes— Messrs. Speak er, r, Crisp, Dial, Hewitt, Hodge, Homes, 
Peebles, Pennall, robinson- of 5, Sparks, Walling, Vrard, 
Warren, Whyte aud W illiamson---15. l 

Carried. 

The Commities en Finance, G. W. Hill, Chairman, to whom 
was referred a bill, to be entitled. “An Act, supplementary to 
ap aét, entitied «Ari Act, making app: propriatious for the sup- 
port of the Government for the year 1813," reported the same 
back to the House, with a substitute, and recommended its 
passage, 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the iable to come 
up among the orders of the day. l 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, of the passage of a bill, to be entitled *An Act, to abolish , 
ihe office of Secretary of! Legation, and for other purposes.” 
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A bil l; to be entitled “An Act regulating Tolls” was takeir 
up, with a substitute from the Comnitiec on the Judiciary; 
which was rejected. . 

On motion of Mr. Warren, the bill was indefinitely post- 
poned. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of B., the House went into se- 
cret session, l 

Afier some time spent therein, the docrs were thrown opea. 

Mr. Portis moved the House adjourn until 3 o'clock P. M. 

Lost. 

A message was received from His Excellency the President, 

through his Private Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the message, and accompanying 
documents, received from His Excellency, were taken up, and 
read as follows : i 
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BxeceTive DEPARTMENT, / 
Washington, Jau. +, 1843. y 


To the Honotable, the House of Representatives: 


To the resolutioa of your honorable body. of yesterday, 1e- 
questing information, as to what steps ave been taken for the 
removal of the public archives, during the sitting of the present. 
Congress, the Executive has the pleasure to reply without 
delay. . 

On the 10th of last month, he addressed Maj. Thomas I. 
Smith and Capt, Eli Chandler, a commission, authorizing and 
empowering them to remove the archives from Austin to Wash- 
ington, where the Congress was then in session; a copy of 
which will be found accompanying this communication, 
marked No. 1. On the same date, he sent them a letter of con- 
fidential instructions, as to the s service assigned them; which is, 
also, herewith- sent, marked No. 2. No. 3, is the copy of a 
letter to Col. Thomas Wm. Ward, Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land-office, who held the archives of that important depart- 
mept,together with the other archives of the Goverr.ment, in 
charge. The purport of the instructions, and the communi- 
cations generallv, will be found to contemplate the most effect- 
ive manner of securing the public property at Austin. Every 
precaution, that could. be suggested, was given, to render the 
. undertaking successful. 'The reasons and circumstances in- 
ducing such a step, have been so often subinitted, that it is un- 
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necessary for the Execu:ive, now, to enter into a mintite detil 
vf them. i 

"The original order for the removal, was given at a time when 
the country was actually invaded; and when every man iu 
Texas, having a knowledge o1 the facts; acquiesced in the pru- 
dence and necessity of such a measure. Aad, though the 
emergency seemed to be, temporarily, suspended, it has since 
recurred; and those who, before, desired a revocation of that 
order, admitted its necessity a second time. We are liable to a 
similar recurrence continually. l 

At the time that these causes arose, the mediation of England 
with Mexico, fer peace and the recognition of our independ- 
ence, was pending. Since then, that mediation has been re- 
jected; and, through various sources, we have heard threats of 
invasion by Santa Anna. The attempt we have a right to look 
for; and if it should not occur, it will be owing to convulsions 
in Mexico, and circumstanecs which we probably cannot fo:esee. 
We may anticipate a failure on the part of Mexico, to invade us. 
hecause our hopes and wishes are 1n unison with such antici- 
pations; but if we act wisely, we will make such preparations 
for security and defence, in the event of invasion, as our means 
will justify. Precaution is the resource and safe-guard of the 
wise ; and none but the supine and indifferent will regard, 
with listlessiress, a danger that is possible, even though it were 
not probabie. 

Experience lias taught us, that so long as the archives remain 
where they are, in the event of invasion, a portion of the efficient 
force of the country, will be diverted from the general mass of 
the settlements to that point for their defence. In such a case 
that they will be finally overpowered and driven back, is not to 
be dunbted. Ifthe archives were removed, it would insure the 
co-operation of this force with the main body of our militia, to 
meet the invading army of the enemy, that wonld most certainly 
press upon the lower parts of the Colorado, if they should not 
be met and successfully combatted at the Guadaloupe. 

Had the cmergency which dictated the removal of the 
archives, arisen whilst the Congress was in session, it would 
clearly have been within their province, to have provided for 
their security. But as Congress was not in session, it devolved 
on the Executive to give the order, and to adopt such measures 
as hethought proper in reference to it, and as all conceived that 
the emergeney required. He regards every measure which he 
has since adopted, as a continuance of that first order. The 
Congress Las been once in session, since that original order was 
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given. ‘They forbore to act upon the subject; and subsequent- 
ly another emergency arose. The Executive's conviction of - 
the propriety of removal has undergoné no change; and the 
Üóngress, declining to act upon the subject, enforced upon him 
the necessity of pursuing the course he took, and which. he be- 
lieves in perfect accordance with the past and future interest 
and policy of the country. 

Tpat the archives of the country, in justice to the people of 
the Republic, should be preserved, no one will pretend te deny. 
- "Phat they never have been safe at Austin, since 1840 at least, . 
all must deduce from facts which have, and which now ex- 
ist. For the preservation of the persons and lives of the inhab- 
itants of that place, a fortification was, in that year, at great 
expense constructed around the capitol; and though it gave no 
security to the archives, and left them exposed, it nevertheless 
proved the fact most conclusively that it was nota place of 
safety. For if the inhabitants should have been destroyed, 
what protection was there for the archives? This too was done 
atatime when two regular regiments werein the field, and, 
When there were three or four officers of Government to one at 
the présent time, who would have swelled the muster rolls for 
for defence. 

Before the rise of the last session of Congtess which sat at 
Austin, the Executive asked for the means of protection for the 
archives. His application was disregarded; and by law he had 
no authority to call out a force for that purpose, nor medns ap- 
propriated for its subsistence, unless in case of actual invasion. 
In that event it would be too late; and disaster would evince 
the want or precaution. 
^. Recently, the Executive has derived assurance from a chaii- 
man of a late “archive Committee,” that there was no safety 
there for the archives; and he has furtlier been verbally assured, 
that it would be unnecessary for him to send many waggons 
for the purpose of their transportation—as one wagori could 
bring away all their ashes. 

A communication of some import, from which I submit an 
extract, for the information of your honorable body, marked No. 
4 will convey to the Congress a dispassionate opinion, formed 
by an individual upon the ground; and one whose impartiality 
none may distrust. Discoiinected with the Government, his 
opinions are made up a5 a patriot, and one whose only wish I 
should deem to be the prosperity of the country. He urges the 
precautions which have been taken; and I only regret that the 


attempt at their removal lias not been entirely entirely success- 
w . 
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ful, but has been thwarted by men who could have rendered 
; loyal and perhaps good service to the country, if their chivalry 
had directed them to companionship with those who have cross- 
ed the Rio Grande. l 

When the late command was sent to Austin for the removal 
of the archives, the Executive contemplated a sufficient force to 
have effected that object; The cireumstances attending the 
failure are reported to be. that the command, twenty in number, 
arrived at Austin on the 30th December, and on the same day 
placed into three wagons, the boxes containing the most impor- 
tant land papers, furnished them by the Commissioner of the 
General- Land Office. The mob of resistance increased in 
number, from the time that the object of the visit was known ; 
and before the wagons left the avenue, the arsenal was broken 
open, and the artillery, Charged with grape and canister, was 
brought up and fired upon the wagons and teams. No damage, 
however, was done to them: and only two shot are reported to 
have entered the General Land Office. The company who 
were authorized to take the archives in charge, continued their 
march until they arrived at Kinney's, eleven miles from Austin, 
on their way to Caldwell on the Brazos. They encan:ped at 
Kinney’s for the remainder of the night; and-in the morning 
found that the maicontents had placed the artillery in advance 
of them, and represenied their numbers at ninety men. "Those 
in charge of the archives, not having sufficient force, left them 
and returned to their hoines sapt. Joseph Dan- 
iels, attached to the General Land Office, had been shot at sev- 
eral times, but had escaped, leaving his family in Austin. What 
injury he sustained is unknown. ‘The malcontents also declared 
to those employed in bringing away the archives, that, on their 
return to Austin, they would put the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, Col. Thomas Wm. Ward, to death; and 
further declared that if the President had been taken and given . 
up to them, they would freely have surrendered the archives. 
They are represented io have been in a state of intoxication, 
and unreserved in their threats of violence against the persou 
and life oi the Chief Magistrate of the country. 

These are the facts, transmitted m accordance with the call 
of the House. To offer comments upon them would seem to be . 
an insult to the common sense and good understanding of every 
member. 

A sense of duty to our general constituency, to our national 
character, and the respect we may hope for from abroad, and 
for order and selfexistence at home, constrain me to believe, 
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that the honorable Congress will adopt such efficient measuies, 
or empower the Executive to do so, as-will secure the safety of 
the archives. Their removal is connected with no individual 
‘gratification which the President can feel... He regards the mat- 
ter as one of purely national import. Their loss would involve 
the nation in inextricable confusion, injury and expence; and a 
longer postponement of the action of the Congress can be at- 
tended with no other than the most pernicious effects. Those 
whose interests are identified: with transactions under our land 
laws, cannot but feel deep solicitude that the' records which. 
constitute the basis and evidence of their rights should be placed. 
beyond the reach of danger and destruction. At least nine 
tenths of the citizens of the country are thus more or less con- 
cerned, Shall their rights be surrendered to the keeping and ` 
control of a mob, who have se long openly trodden down the 
Constitution, and contemned the authorities of the land? —, 
If the-archives are not preserved, the blame cannot attach to 
ihe Executive. Congress has-had, and at this lime has, the 
power to sustain him in the discharge of his trust, and the exe- 
cution of his duty; and if they: are destroyed by any means 
whatsoever, the evil will then be felt by all; and the questions 
, will then be asked. Why hasit come upon us? “Could it have | 
been averted? And, by what means? Interest and injury will 
give a ready answer to every inquiry. If the Mexicans again 
visit us in forty five days from this time, and the archives sur- 
viue destruction in the interval, consternation, dismay and dis- 
‘aster may swallow up for the time every other consideration ; 
buta sense of individual misfortune will onty be smothered by 
the general calamity until the country is again redeemed and, 
composed: "E , mM 
` The Constitution has devolved upon. the Executive, as a pub- 
lic functionary, important duties; and so long as he is responsi- 
. ble for their execution, no threats of personal injury shall ever 
deter him from the discharge of his exalted trust. Like every 
other man, personal security tay be a desideratum with him; 
and he might be fond to see society assume that state which 
would elevate its members above the’ influence of personal 
abuse; for this must be desirable to every goed citizen. But, 
ifa love of personal security had been the predominant feeling 
of his life, his present connection with Texas might have been: 
different, and the situation of the country might also have been 
different in its relations to- the civilized world. He has always 
shown a disregard of personal comfori—of personal privation, 
` and of personal danger, when he believed the interests of his 


à 


* 


171 


eountry and feilow-men were dependent upon his course. If 
his actions have been creditable to himself, the highest gratifica- 
tion which he enjoys, is the knowledge that they have been 
beneficial to his fellow citizens, As a reward for these, he de- 
sires to see his country established upon a firm basis—its laws 
respected—sedition put down—society cemented by a sense of 
moral obligation, and every citizen, whether in public or private 
station, acquit himself to society as a man. And if the-super- 
added obligation of an oath attaches to his duty, let him redeem 
the pledge, and stand acquitted of blame to his country and his 
God. Were he incapable of these feelings, these motives, and 
a sense af these obligations, he would pity if not despise him- 
self. o. 
SAM. HOUSTON. 


On motion of Mr. Scurry, five hundred copies of the above 
tuessage were ordered to be printed; and . 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the message and documents 
were referred to a select Committee, composed of Messrs. Robin- 
son of B., Maithews, Caldwell, Grimes and Williamsion. 

A message was received fromthe Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of “A Bill, to be entitled an act, to author- 
ize the County Court of Brazoria county to levy a tax for certain 
purposes.” . 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the House adjourned until 3 
o'clack, P. M. ° . 


. 3 o'clock, P. M, 

The House mét—roll called —quorüm present. 

The House proceeded to business. ' 

Mr, Lewis, by leave, introduced “A Bill, to be entitled an 
act, concerning rents." 

Head 1st time. . . 

Mr. Portis, by leave, introduced a resolution as follows: 

« Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be required forthwith 
to furnish this House with an exact statement of the amount of 
goods and government stores, handed over in February, A. D. 
1842, by the late Quarter Master to the War Department, what 
amount of them have been sold, and what are yet on hand; by 
what authority they have been sold; If the proceeds of the sale 
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have been expended in accordance with any approp.iation made 
by law, if so what appropriation. ' 

“Be it further resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 

be required forthwith to furnish this House with an exact state- 
ment of the manner in which the President has disbursed an 
appropriation of twenty thousand dollars, placed by the sixth 
Congress at the disposition of the Executive for frontier pro- 
tection.” 

Which was read Ist time. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, thes rule was suspended requiring 

resolutions to lay on the table one day for consideration. 

The ayes and noes beiag called for on adopting the resolution 

stocd as follows: M i l 

* Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Fields, 
Gaizà, Grimes, Hagler, Halbert, Hanover, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, 
Hunter, Braehes, Lewis, Matthews, McLeod, Milby, Parker, 
Pennall, Portis, Potter, Robinson of B:, Robinson of S., Scurry, 
Walling.and Ward—28. ` 

Noes— Messrs. Crisp, Dial, Hewitt, Warren and William- 
son—5. i . 

Carried. ° 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, “A Bill, to be entitled an act, 

for the removal of the archives,” was takeh up; and 

Read Ist time. : 

Mr. Warren, tnoved a suspension of the rule. 

Lost, l 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., Mr. McLeod was added 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and Foreign Relations. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., Mr. Braches was added to 
the Committee on the State of the Republic. 

“A. Bill, to be entitled an act, to establish a sabbath or day of 
rest throughout the Republic,” was taken up on its 2d reading 
m a substitute from the Committee on the State of the Re- 
publie. 

Mr. Caldwell, moved to amend the substitute by striking out 
“Ist day,” and inserting “ Friday.” ° 

The ayes and noes being called for, on adopting the amend- 
ment to the substitute stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Dennison, Grimes, 

- Hagler, Hill, Matthews, McLeod and Warren—10. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Fields, Garza, Halbert, 
Hanover, Haynes, Hewett, Hodge, Holmes, Hunter, Braches, 
Lewis, Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, Portis, Potter, Robinson 
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of B., Robinson of s Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward and Wil 
liaison —27. : ° 

Lost. ° 

Mr. Williamson, moved the indefinite postponement ot the 
bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for on the postponement, 
stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Caldwell, Dennisson, Fields, Grimes, Hagler, 
Hanover, Haynes, Hill, Braches, Matthews, Warren and Wil- 
liamson--12 2, 

Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Cazneau, Crisp, Dial, Hal- 
bert, Hewitt, Hodge; Holmes, Hunter, Lewis, . Milby, Parker, 
Pennall: Portis, Potter, Robinson of B.. Robinson, of S., Scurry, 
Sparks, Walling and Ward—92.  * : ` 

Lost, and bill ordered to be engrossed, i 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the rule was suspended, and 
bill read 3d time. 

Theayes and noes being called for on the passage of the bill, 
stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Crisp, «Dial, Halbert, Hew- 
ett, Hodge, Holmes, Lewis, Milby, Parker, Pennall, Ports, Pot- 
ter, Robinson of B., Robinson of S, Scurry, Sparks, Waling 
and Ward——20. " 

' . Noes—Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Dennison, Fields, Girimes, 
Hanover, Haynes, Hill, Hunter, Braches, McLeod, oe 
Warren and W illiamsón—14. 

Carried, and bill passed. r 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, ‘the Clerk was required to 
transmit the bill to the Senate forthwith. 

* À Bill, to be entitled.an act, regulating elections,” wiih a re- 
port from "Select Committee, recommending the bill to be laid 
on the table without further action, was taken up, and the report 
rejected. 

Mr. Hanover, moved a re- committal of the bill to the same 
Committee. 

Lost. 

Mr. Portis, offered the following amendment, to the 3d sec- 
tion, insert after “ticket” in 4th line “tq compare the polls ex- 
cept in case of contest, in which case no ticket shall be com- 
pared, except the ticket proven to be illegal.” 

Adopted. 

Hunter, moved to strike out all after the 1st section. 

ost. : 
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Mr. Portis, offered an amendment to 4th section, Viz: insert 
after “ Judges" “ or Clerks." 

Adopted. 

Mr. Williamson, moved the indefinite postponement of the 
bill. 

The ayes and noes being called for on the motion, stood as 
follows: 

Ayes—-Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Dial, Fields, Grimes, Hag- 
ler, Hodge, Holmes, Hunter, Braches, Matthews, McLeod, 
Pennall, "Potter, Robinson of Si Scurry, Sparks, W alling, 
Warren and Williamson—20. 

: .— Noes—Messrs. Cazneau, Dennison, Garza, Halbert, Hanover, 
. Haynes, Hewitt, Hill, Lewis, Milby, Parker, Peebles, T 
Robinson of B. and Ward— 15. 

Carried. 

“A Resolution received bit the Senate, to adjourn sine die, 
on Tuesday the 10th inst., was read and laid on the table for one 
day. 

Mr. Potter, by. leave, introduced “A Bill, to be entitled an . 
act, supplementary to an act, entitled an act, to amend the sev- 
eral laws regulating the Post- office Department,” 

‘Read Ist time. 

Mr. Potter, moved a suspension.of the ERIS: 

Lost. 

“A Bill, to be entitled an act, to quiet jai sitio in the Re- 
public of Texas, ? witha report from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, recommending its indefinite postponement, was taken 
up. 

Phe ay ayes and noes being called for, on the: adoptio of the 
repart, stood as follows: 

Ayes--Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Dennison, Dial, Garza, 
Grimes, Hagler, Haynes, Hewett, Holmes, Braches, Lewis, 
Pee bles, Pennall, Robinson of B., Robinson of S., Scurry, Wal- 
ling and Williamson—19. 

Noes— Messrs. Halbert, Hanover, . Hill; Hodge, Hunter, Mat- 
thews, Milby, Parker, Portis, Potter, Sparks, Ward and War- 
ren—13. 

Carried, and report adopted. 

«A. Bill, to be entitled an act; supplementary: to an act, entitled 
“an act, to ‘provide for the survey and sale of a portion of the 
territory formerly occupied by the Cherokee Indians, approved, 
‘23d July, 1842, was taken up on its 2d reading, with a substi- 
tute from the Committee on Public Lands. 
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Mr. Robiusoa of B., moved its re-committal to the Committee 
gn thé Judiciary. ; 

Mr. Portis, nioved to iay the motion to re-committ on the 
table, and that it be made the special order of the day, for to- 
morrow morning, at IL o’clock, 

Carried. . 

On miotioti of Mr. Lewis, the bill was laid on the table until 
11 o'clock, to-morrow. l 

“A Bill, to be entitled au act, morë effectually to quiet and 
protect the possession of personal property, and to prevent the 
taking thereof by fráud or violence," was taken up on its 2d 
yeading, with a substitute from the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Substitute adopted. _ 

On motion of Mr. Hunter, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed. . 

On motion of Mr. Hagler, “A Joint Resolution, for the relief 
of minute men,” was taken up and read Ist time; rule sus- 
pended, was read a 2d time, and referred to a Select Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the House adjourned until 
to-morrow morning at 19 o'clock. 


Aa aae cl 


Fray, Jan. 6th, 10, A. M, 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll being called the following members answered tó 
their names: 
3 Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, 
Fields, Grimes, Hagler, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hewett, 
Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Hunter, Braches, Lewis, Matthews, 
McLeod, Milby, Pennall, Portis, Robinson of B., Robinson of 
S., Scurry, Sherman, Sparks, Walling, Whyte and Williamson: 

A quortun present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 

The Committee on the Judiciary, A. M. Lewis, one of the 
Committee, to whom was referred “A Bill, to be entitled an act, 
supplementary to an act, to adopt the Common Law of England, 
to repeal certain Mexican laws, and to regtilate the marital 
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zights of persons,” reported the saine back to thesHouse with n 

substitute. : 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. SM 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the following 
report: l 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined “An Act, 
to amend the several laws regulating the Post office Depart- 
ment; also, 

“A Bill, to be entitled an act, regulating proceeding in Justices 
Courts,” and find the same correctly enrolled, the same having 
been signed by the Speaker of the Louse of Representatives, 
aud President of the Senate, was this day laid before His Excel- 
lency the President tor his approval... . 
(Signed) I, PARKER. 

: Chairman. 
Ropert adopted. 
‘The House then proceeded, to dispose of the business on the 

Speaker’s table, aud to the 
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* 
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Oa motion of Mr. Williamson, “A Dill, to be entitled au aei, 
jor the removal of the archives of the Republic of Texas, was 
taken up. 

read. 2d time, and referred to a Select Committee, composed 
ot Messrs. Robinson, of B., Matthews, Caldwell, Grimes, and 
Williamson. 

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the following re- 
port: mE 

The Committee on Eingrossed Bills, have examined “A Bill, 
to be entitled an act, creating the county of Rusk for Judicial 
purposes;" also, 

“An Act, supplementary to an act, to provide for the return 
of surveys, for the collection of Government dues on lands, 
c;” also, l 

“A Joint Resolution, repealing a part of a jcint resolution, 
for the honorable discharge of Dr. Es J. Felder,” approved, Jan. 
1Sth 1812, aud find the same correctly engrossed. — 

(Signed) | HIRAM HANOVER, 

a Chairman. 

, Aeport adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 


House, of the passage of “A Bill, to-be entitled an act, to repeal 
x 7 
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in part an act, entitled an act, to create a board of medical’ 
censors for the Republic of Teyas,” also, 

*A Bill, passed in secret session; with amendments tothe - 
amendments of the House. 

On motion ef Mr. Fields, “A Bill, to be entitled an d for 
the relief of E. J. Thornbery, was taken up, and : 

Read 9d time. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the rule was suspended, bill read 
3d time. 

The ayes and noes being ealled for,.on the passage of the 
bill, stood as follows, viz: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Crisp, 
Dennison, Dial, Fields, Hagler, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, 
Hill, Hodge, Hunter, Braches, Lewis, Matthews, MeLeod, 
Milby, Pennall, Portis, Potter, Robinson of S., Sherman, Wal- 
ling, Ward, Warren, Whyte and Williamson —30. i 

Noes—Messrs. Grimes, Hewitt, Holmes, Parker, Peebles, 
Seurry and Sparks—7. 

Cagried, and bill passed. 

Mr. Hanover, presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 
eounty of Brazos, whieh was referred to the Committeegon the 
State of the Republic. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews “A Joint Resolution, received 
from the Senate, to adjourn sine die, on the 16th inst,” was 
taken up. 

Mr. Crisp, moved to amend by striking out “30th” and i in- 
serting “16th.” 

Mr. Hill, moved to amend amendment, by inserting “Monday 
the 16th,” 

Accepted by Mr. Crisp, and motion of Mr. Crisp, 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, “A Joint Resolution, for the re- 
lief of Thurston M. Taylor, was taken up on its 2d reading,’ 

Mr. Hill, offered a substitute to the joint resolution,- -which 
was rejected. 

Mr. Walling, moved the engrossment of the joint resolution. 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison, Fields, - 
Grimes, Hanover, Haynes, Hunter, Braches, Lewis, M atthews, 
MebLeod, Peebles, Pennall, Portis, Potter, Robinson of B;, Sher- 
man, Walling, Warren and Williamson— 922. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Dial, Garza, Hewitt, Hill, 
Hodge, Holmes, Milby, Parker, Scurry and Sparks—12, 

Carried, and bill ordered to be SD tossed. . 
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Un motion of Mr. Potter, the rule was suspended, and bill 
read 3d time and passed, - 

Mr. Portis, by leave introduced “ A Bill, to be entitled a" 
act, further to amend the Judiciary laws. 

Read 3d time. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, the rule was suspended and bill 

-, Read 2d time, and 
On motion of Mr. Portis, was referred ‘to the Committee on 
" the Judiciary. 
On motion of Mr. Sherman, “A Bill, to be entitled an act, 
. to decldre trespass in certain sases larceny,” was taken up, read 
a 2d time, and referred io a Select Committee, composed of 
Messts. Sherman; McLeod, Peebles, Dial and Crisp. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, “A Bill, to be éntitled an act, sup- 
plementary to an act, making © appropriations for the support of 
the Government for the year 1843,” was taken up with asub- 
stitute from the Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Mr. Parker the substitute was adopted. 

Mr: Grimes, offered the following amendment: i 

“Sec. 2. Be čt further enacted, "T'hat the sum of $5,000, be, 
and the same is hereby appropriated for the purpose of erecting 
fortifications, for the defence of the city and harbor of Galves- 
ton; the works to be erected, and the monies applied, under 
the direction of the Department of War and Marite.” 

Mr. Warren, offered the following amendment, tothe amend- 
ment of Mr. Grimes. 

By inserting “ $4,000 for Galveston 4nd $1,000 for Velásco." 

Mr. Hunter, moved the bill be recommitted to the Committee 
on Military "Affairs, 

Lost. . 

On motion of Mr. Crisp, the amendments were referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

n Hunter, moved to lay the bill on the table. 

ost, 

On motion of Mr. Portis, the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed; and 

On motion of Cazneau, the rule was suspended, bill ll read a 3d 
time and passed. . 

On motion: of Mr. McLeod, “A Bill, to render efficient the 
protection of the Western frontier, was taken up, and 

Read 2d time. : 

Mr. McLeod, moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

The ayes and nees being called for on the postponement 
stood, as follows: 


Ayes-—Messrs, Speaker, Bower, Caldweli, Cazneau, Crisp, 
Dennison, Dial, Hagler, Hanover, Haynes, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, 
Hunter braches, Lewis, Matthews, Mel od, Milby, Parker, 
IX nnall, Portis, P otter, Robinson, of B., Robinson of S., Sher- 
inan, Spar ks, W alling. Ward, Warren and Vrilliamson—31. 

No—alr. Scarry—1. 

Carried, : 

A message was received from the Senate, informing 
Tiouse, of having passed “A Joint Resolution, for the relie 
Elizabeth Washburn, Armstead Bennet and others.” 

Mr. Matthews, moved to adjourn to 3 o'clock, 

Last. 

Mr. Warren, moved to take up “A Dill, authorizing the Couu 
ty Courts to levy a tax on publie ferries.” 

Chi metion of Mr. Mat thews, the lonse adjourned until 
Ge: laek ^ P. M. " 


z 


PT: 


o U'vlock, P. M. 
Cho Henie mot —rol? ealied —aia a quomm present. 

"ruo House proceeded io business. 

Motion of Mr. Warren, to take up “A Lili. oo thie 
f.sinte Courts to levy a iex on pubie ferries,” still betore the 
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Mr. NEA presen ed the memorial oi sundry citizens of 
Sissi conate, which was referred io a Sulect Committee. 

Ca motion of Mr. Y alling, “A Dill. io be entitled an aet 
pH.uing the county of Hus, for Judicial and other pur- 
p.zoz" was teken up and referred to the same Committee. 

À message was received fram the Senate, informing the 

NIG € q pussec. with amendments, “A Dill, to be entitied 

to ame nd i tlie proba ste law” also, 

eA BiH, to be entitled an aet, : «menda nory to an act, entitled 
to amend an act, to raisc a revenue by direct taxation, 
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approved, February Sth 18 £2," 
(s motion x Mr. Crisp, “A Bill, io be entitled an act, te 


provide fur the establishment aud maintenance of pence; and to 
Terülate Hiendiy intercourse with Indians, was taken up. 
Boul ht time, and 


fe 
geen f: D 
í : » (tal hüdei. nme TET PE RE ht t 
On meten of Mr, Caldwell. the rui. was suspended. hil read 
*. 
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On motion of Mr Sparks, referred to the Committee on fn- 
dim Affairs, n 2 
The Committee on the Judiciary, R. Scurry, Chairman, to 
whom was referred “A Bill, to be entiticd an e em ap fn 

awend the Judiciary lows,” reported the same back to the Louse, 
and recommended its passage. i 

Which report was receivcd, and biH laid on the table to come 

up among the orders of tie day. 

^ Mr. Mathow 78, moved ave-consideration of the vote given Gil 
e Hosolution for the adjournment of Congress sine die, on Mon- 
iar, the [603 inst.” 

Lest. : 

«A Dill, to be entitled an act, for tne relief of David G. Bar- 
i” yes taken up, and 

tend 2d time. 

Mr. Portis, moved the eugrossmeut of the biil. 
Pee ayes ‘and noes being called for on the motion, stcod as 
futon Sr 

Ayes-—Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison, Fields 
Garza, ilag!er, Helbert, Hay nes, Hunter, Lewis, MeLeod 
Poobles, Pennatl, Portis, Robinson of S., Sherman, aud M iiiaz.- 

s—13. , 

.-s-— Messrs. Sneaker, Dial, Grimes, Lranover, t 
Koade, Holuss, Matthews, Milby, Pn seurry, parses 
Wall ee Ward and Warrea—li. 

Cusriod, aud bill ordered to be engrossed. 

Ju Pill, concerning the removal of the archives, and property 
belonging to the Republic, totae town of Washington," was 
tazer upi and read Jd time. 

Mr. Cazneau, moved the reference of the bili to a Select Com- 
nities, eomposod as follows. 

Me. ss. Robinson of B. Matthews, Caldwell Willamsen 


n 


p 


prn 
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A message was received from the Senate, oe am the 
ilouss of thelr concurrence in the an runt made by tie 
iiouss, to “A Joint Resointion, of both Houses to adjoura size 
aie, on Slonday the 16th inst. a 

*A Bill, ta amend the Probate Law,” taken up and amend- 
outs of the Senate adopted. 


“A Bill, to amend an act, entitled on act, rogulating sales by 
Judge w üt, or Geeree of a Pro^ate Courter Comit o: Chaucer, 
approved, Pob. fth, IBILT was taken up acd read a Cd time. 


Mr Wi Hiamson, moved the passsge o£ the bis, 
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Theayes and noes being called for on the passage of the bill, 
stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messrs, Bower, Cazneau, Dennison, Fields, Garza, 
Hagler, Haynes, Hill, Hunter, Braches, Lewis, Portis and 
Senrry—13. . 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Halbert, Han- 
over, Hewett, Hodge, Holmes, Matthews, McLeod, Parker, 
Peebles, Pennall, Potter, Robinson -of S., Sparks, Walling, 
Ward, Warren and Williamson—-21. 

Lost. 

«A Bill, supplementary to an act, entitled an act, adopting 
ihe Common Law of England, to repeal certain Mexican laws, 
and to regulate the marital rights ot persons," was taken up 
with a substitute from the Committee on the Judiciary, which: 
was, adapted, and 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

«A Bill, to be entitled an act, to repeal in part an act, entitled 
an act, to create a board ef medical censors for the Republic of 
Texas.” 

tead Ist time. 

sA Bill, to be entitled an act, supplementary to an act, entitled 
an act, to provide for the survey and sale of à portion of the 
territory formerly occupied by the Cherokee Indians, approved, * 
23d July, 1842." was taken up with a substitute from the Comi- 
mittee on Public Lands, on its2d reading; aud 

On motion of Mr. Fields, was laid upon the table until to- 
morrow morning at 11 o'clock. 

‘A Billi to provide for the payment of a balance due members 
of Congress at the extra session of 1542." 

Read lst time. 
“Mr. Warren, moved the rejection of the bill. 
On motion of Mr. Lewis, the House adjourned until to-mor- 


zow morning at 10 o'ciock. 


SATURDAY, Jan, 7th, 10, A. M. 
The House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roli being called the following members answered to 
their names: 
Messrs, Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, 


+ 
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Fieids, Garza, Grimes, Hagler, Hanover, Hewett, Hill, Hodge, 
Holmes, Hunter, Braches, McLeod, Milby, Peebles, Pennall, 
Portis, Robinson of B., Scurry, Walling, Ward, Warren, Whyte 
and Williamson. 3 

A quorum present. ' 

The Journal ot the preceding day was read and adopted. 

The Committee on County Boundaries, Wm, L. Hunter, 
Chairman, to whom was referred “A Bill, to amend an act, en- 
utled an act, the better to define the boundaries of F'ort Bend 
county," reported the same back to the House with an amend- 
meat,” and recommended its adoption. 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Post-offices and Post-roads, made the 
following report. ' 

The Committee to whow was referred “A Bill, for the relief of 
Messrs. Jones and Highsmith, for carrying tke mail for the year 
1811," have had the same under consideration, and a majority 
` of said Committee deem it inexpedient to make an appropriation 
for any one ciaim, [unless the finances of the country would justi- 
fy the payment of all similar claims, and have recommended 
me [o return the same back to the House. 


(Signed) M. WARD, 
; . Chairman. 
Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table to 
come tip among the orders of the day. " 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills, made the following. 
report : 
The Committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined “A Bill,. 
to be entitled an act, to regulate the actions of replevin and se- 
questration, and find the same correctly engrossed. 
(Signed) HIRAM HANOVER, 


One of the Committee. 
Adopted. 


The Committee on Eurolled Bills, made the following report: 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined “A Joint 
Resolution, for the relief of Elizabeth Washburn, Armstead Ben- 
nett and others;” also, = = 

“An Act, amendatory to an act, entitled an act, to raise & 
revenue by. direct taxation, approved, Feb. 5th, 1842.” and find: 
the same correctly enrolled. ‘The same having been signed by 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and President of 
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Which report was received, and bil laid upon the table, te 
vome up among the orders of the day. 

A Select Committee, made the followiag report: 

The Committee to whom was referred “A Bill, entitled an 
net, supplementary to an act, to divide the county of Red River, 
and to create and establish the cotinties of Bowie and Lamar,” 
have had the same under consideration, and retuin the same 
back to the House without amendment, and recommend its pas- 
sage; also, ° 
. *A Bill, to be entitled an act, to divide the county of Red 
‘Rivar for Judicial and other purposes,” a majority of said Com- 
mittee, recommend that said bill ior Judicial purposes be laid 


upen the table. 
(signed; W., CRISP, 
One of the Committee. 

Which report was received, and bilis laid upon the table to 
some up among the orders of the day. 

The motion of Mr. Warren, to reject “A Bill, to provide for 
the payment of a balance due members of Congress at the extra 
session of 1842,” before the House on adjournment yesterday, 
was withdrawn. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the House 
of having passed “A Bill, to be entitled’ an act, confirming the 
location of the-seat of Justice of Harrison county at ihe town of 
' Marshall,” with an amendment; also, . 

Of having indefinitely postponed “A Bill, to be entitled an 
act, for the relief of Eliza Jane ''hornbery.? 

_ 'Fhe House then proceeded tō take up the business on the 
Speakers table, and to the — i ' 


'" ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


À communication with accompanying documents was re- 
ceived from the State Department and read, and ` 
On motion of Mr. Portis, was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. f 
' A Bill, supplementary to an act, to provide for the survey 
and sale of the territory formerly occupied by the Cherokee 
Indians, approved July 23d, 1842,” was taken up, with a sub- 
: Stitute from the Committee on Public Lands. , 
‘ee Scurry, moved to lay the bill and substitute on the table. 
ost. l . 
Mr. Parker, offered a substitute for the substitute offered by 
Committee, i 
Y 


i86 


3 r, Wiilizniscn, moved the rejection of both substitutes. 

r. Portis, moved to amend by rejecting the substitute offered 
Uy M . Parker. 

Accepted by Mr. Williamson. : 

On moten of Mr. Potter,a call of the House was mado, and 
Sergeant-at-Arnis despatehed for absent members. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
Louse of tht passage of “A Bill, io incorporate the Texian Em- 
; grating Agricultural and Commercial Company,” also, 

“4 caint Resciuticn, to mcdiry an act, granting land to Emi- 


~~: 
m by 
eran, & Eo, 


sA Bi li to re-organize the Ist, 2d, 4th, Sth, and 6th, Judicial 
Districts," also, 
SA Lili, supplementary to an act, giving the election of Chief 
Justices of County Courts to the peopie," also, 
“A Bil, for the compensation of those who made advanecs for 
tLe reef of te Santa Fé prisoners.” 
Mr. Porti inoved to adjourn until 2 o'clock, P. M. 
Lost. 
Un moticn .of Mr. Hunter, the House adjourned until 2 
egiock P. M. 


2 ociock, P. M. 


‘Tie House met--the Speaker being absent, Mr. Warren was 
cailed to the Chair—roll called —qucorum present. 

‘The House proceeded to business. 

'l'he motion for the rejection of the substitute offered by Mr. 
Parker for the Cherokee Lill, under consideration when the 
liouse adjourned and a call of the House pending. 

Gn motion of Mr. Potter, a further euli of the House was 
suspended, 

Tte question being put, the substitute offered by Mr. Parker, 
was rejected. 

Mr. Potter, then offered the following substitute for the 2d, 
section of the substitute of tbe Committee. 

Szc. 2. “Be it further enacted, That any actual settler within 
the limits of the Cherokee nation, now in possession of land as 
known and designated by metes end bounds in the treaty with 

said Indians, shall have a settlers right to the land which he oc- 
eupied, and "after the survey as contemplated ip the foregoing 
section, suid settler or settlers, shall, upon application to the 
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Commissioner of the General Land-oflice, receive & patent t» the 
dnt n of land that their location script calls for, upon pay- 
ment of the Government price for said land, provided, that the 
claim is not for more than one league and labor, and further, 
provided, those that have not location script, shall as settler, re- 
ceive a patent to six hundred and forty acres upon the sanie 
terms." , ` . 

And also, the following additional section. 

“Beit further enacted, 'Y'hat the President, be, and he is 
hereby authorized and required, so soon as practicable to en- 
force the laws, and carry into effect the above act of Congress.” 

Mr. Portis, moved adjourn until Monday morning 10 
o'clock. o. 

Ist. . » 

Qn motion of Mr. Robinson cf B., a call of the House was 
made and Ssr,'eaut-at- Arms despatched for absentees, 

On motion of Mr. Potter, a further call of the House was 
suspended. 

On motion of. Mr. Matthews, the bill under consideration, 
with all the amendments were laid upon the table. 

Mr. Matthews, moved a re-consideration of the vote refusing 
io pass “A Bill to amend an act, regulating sales by Judgement, 
or decree of Probate Court or Court of Chancery, &ec.” 

Mr. Williamson, moved to. lay the above motion on the 
tabie. : 

A message was received irom the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of “A Bill, for the relief of Bexar county.” 

Also, of ‘ 

“A Bill, for the relief of Wm, Ashworth and others.” . 

Mr. Robinson of B., moved to adjourn until 10 o'clock Mon- 
day, morning. 

Lost. 

Mr. Williamson, moved to adjourn until half past 9 o'clock 
Monday morning. . , 

Lost. i 

Mr. Robinson of B., moved to adjourn until 29 minutes past 
9 o'cloek Monday morning. 

- Lost. 

Mr. Potter moved to, adjourn until 7 o'clock P. M. 

Lost. - 

Mr. Rohinson of B., moved the Hause adjourn until a quarter 
past 9 o’c.eck Monday moming, 

Lost. 
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ou motion of Mr. Potter, the House adjourned until 7 
o'ciaek, P. M. 


i 2 * 7 o'clock, P. M. 


* 


» 
* 


Tie House met—Troll cailed—qnoram present. 
"Tie House proceeded to business. 

The motion of Mr. Williamson, to lay the motion of Mr. 

. Matthews for a re-consideration of the vote on the “bill regulat- 


ing sales of Probate Couns, &e.” Moie tue Louse when it 
adjourned. , . a 
Phe question being put; the motion to lay on the table was 
lost, $ 


"The ayes and noes were then called for on the re-eonsidera- 
tion and stood" as follows: 

Aves-—Mossrs. Bower, Caldweil, Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison, 
Fields, Garza, Hagler, Halbert. Uanorer, Haynes, Hill, Hodge, 
Hunier, Braches, "Lewis, Matthews, MeLecd, Milby, Parker, 
Robinson of B., Sherman, Ward and Whyte—23. 

Noes— Messrs. Spdaker, Dial, Peebles, Potter, Robinson of S., 
Seurry, Sparks, W alliug, Warren and Wiliiamson—10. 
Carried, and vote re-considerad. 

Ou motion of Mr. Matthews, “A Bul, to authorize the several 
vtuty Courts to raise a ievenue by license on pubiic ferries, 
as taken up, witha substitute of the Committee uen 
lmsrovemenis. ‘ 

Substitute adopted. 

(jn motion of Mr. Potter, ihe bill was so amended as to in- 
ede tue county of Galvesion. . : : 

(n motion, the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Toter, rule suspended bill read 3d pig 
and passed. . 

Tne Commitice on Military Affairs, Sidney Sane 
man, to w hom was relerred the suljeet of the defence of Galves- ` 
ten &c.^ repoitod “A Bill, for the protection of the sea coast.” 

Wien report was received, and biil read Ist. time. 

The Comittee on Eurolled Bills,, made the following 
report; ; m 

‘The Committee cn “Enrolled Bills, have examined “An Act, 
ta atachd the Probate law,” and fud the same correctly eurolled, 
i.c same having been signed by the Speaker of the House, and ' 


* * 
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. for his approval. 
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President of the Senate, was this dis posee to the President. 


(Signed) - I, PARKER. 
Chairman. 
Report adopted. i 
Mr. Lewis, moved to take up ae Bill, to eee Herman 
University.” 
Lost. 


On motion of Mr. Cazneau, “A Bill, for the protection of the 


sea coast,” was taken up, 


On motion of Mr. Potter, rule suspended and bill read £d 
time. 

Mr. Sparks, moved to strike out * PODO in Ist section, and 
insert ** $4000.” * : ; 

Lost. 

Mr. Dennison offered the following amendment to Ist sec- ° 
tion, add, “and that the sum of one thousand dollars be appro- 
priated to the defence of the pass into Matagorda Bay.” : 

Adopted. 

_ Mr, Warren, offered the following additional section: 

^ Be it (further enacted, That the President of the Republic, 
be, and is hereby authorized and required to carry the provisions 
ol this act into effect, from and after its passage. ? 

Adopted. 

Mr. Peebles, moved to amend the bill so that the appropria- - 
tions contemplated be drawn from the appropriation of $50,000 
for the defence of the frontier. 

Lost, and bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion, rule further suspended and bill read 3d time. 

The ayes and noes were then E for,on its passage and 
stood as follows, viz: 

Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Crisp, 
Deunison, Dial, Fields, Garza, Hagler, Halbert, Hanover, 
Haynes, Hill, Hodge, Hunter, Braches, Lewis, Matthews, 


` MeLeod, Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, Potter, Robinson of 


B. , Robinson of S., Seurry, Sherman, Walling ; Ward, Warren 
and Whyte— 833. 

Noes-—Messts, Sparks and Williamson—2. 

Carried, and bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, “A Bill, to take the census of the 
Republic,” was taken up, 

Read 2d time, and referred to the Committee on the State 
of the Republic. 

The-Select Committee. J. J. Robinson, Chairman, to whom 


* 
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was roferred “A Bill, creating the county of Rusk, for Jakta! 
purp oses,” reported the same back to the House, with sundry 
amendments, and recommended its passage. 
Vhieh report was received, and bill laid upon the table to 
come upi among ihe orders of the day. 
The Select Comniittee, S. Sherman, Chairman, to whom was 
relerte d cA Bul, to dec lare ‘trespass in certain cases larceny.” 
ds by a subsitate and recommended its passage. 
Ronort received, and bill laid on the table to come up amoug 
the orders ot the day. 
On motion of Mr. Haynes, the House adjourned until 10 
o’cieck Monday anorning. 


, Monpay, Jan. 9th, 10, A. M. 


The House met posco to adjournment. 

The ral being called, the following members were present 
and answered to their names: 

Messrs Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, 
Garza, Grimes, Hanover, Hewett, Hill, "Hodge, Holmes, Hunter, 
Braches, ewis, Matthews, Milby, Parker, Pennall, Robinson 
of n Scurry, Sparks, Wailing, "Ward, Warren, Whyte and 
Williamson. 

A. quorum present. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and adopted. 

The Committe on Finance, G. W. Hill, Chairman, to whom 
to whom was referred a bill, to be entitled “An Act to provide 
for the more certain collection of State and Couuty Tas,” re- 
parted by substitute, and recommended its passage. 

Which report was received, and substitute adopted. 

Nir. Hill moved the engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. Hanover offered the following amendment, to wit 

“Provided,, that it shall be lawful for any a Helene 
lands, in any other county than that in which he resides, to 
send an inventory of the same, to the assessor of the county 
where the land «lies, sworn to before the Chief Justice of the 
county where tue owner resides, and certified by the sai 
Chief Justice," | 


- 
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ME Caldwell movad the bill, together with its amendments, 
be re-committed to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The ayes and noes being called for, on the motion, stood as 
follows, to wit : 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Caldwellp Fields, Garza, 
Grimes, Hanover, Haynes, Hewitt, Holmes, Hunter, Braces, 
Parker, Peebles; Pennall, Robinson of $., Sparks, Walling aud 
Warren--19.  " 

Noes—Messrs. Crisp, Dennison, Dial, Halbert, Hill, Hodge, 
Lewis, Matthews, MeLecd, Milby, Portis, Potter, Seurry, 
Ward and Whyte—15, : NL 

Carried, aud bill re-committed. . "m 
The Committee on Indian Affairs made the following report, 
to wit: 


Commrrrioe-Roon, 
- January 9:h, 1543. 


To the Hon. N. H. Darnel, .. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


The Committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be entitled 
“An Act to provide lor the establishment and maintenance of 
peace, and to regulate friendly intercourse with the Indians,” 
have had the same under consideration, and report the same 
back to tho House, and recommend its passage. 

(Signed) WM. M. HEWITT, 


Chairman. 


Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 
A Select Committee made the following report, to wit: 


CouwtrTTEE-R 00M, " 


: January 9th, 1843. } 


To ihe Hon. N. H. Darnell, 
Speaker of the House of Ecpresentutivcs. ` 


.. The Select Committee, to whom was referred a bill, to be en- 
titled “An Act to exempt certain articles, therein named, irom 
impost Duties,;” also, 


+ 
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54 Bill, amendatory to a ‘An Act, supplementary to ‘An Act, 
to raise a revenue by Impost Duties,” approved February 5th, 
1842,” together with the accompanying amendments, have had 
the same "under consideration ; and, after careful examination, 
ask leave to recommend the passage of the bill to be entitled 
«An Act to exempt certain articles, therein named, from Impost 
Duties? without amendments; and ask the "rejection of the 
‘bill, amendatory to “An Act, supp lementary to ‘An Act to raise 
a revenue by Impost Duties,” approved February Sth 1812;" 
and , Aso, ihe rejection of the amendments. 
(Signed) M. W, MATTHEWS. 
Chairman. 


Report received, and bills laid upon the table, to come up 
among ths orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Seurry, a bill, to be entitied «An Act to ro- 
organize the Ist, 2d, ith, 5th and 6th Judicial Districts was 
taken np, and read Ist time. 

Mr. Lew is, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entitled * An at 
to amend the several laws, regulating the Post-office Dopar 
ment.” 

Read 1st time; rule stispended, blli read a 2d time, and rg- 
ferred to the Committee on Post-oflices and Post-roads. 

Nes motion of Mr. Caldwell, the House then proceeded to dis- 

ose of the business on the Speaker s fable, dnd to the 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


Mr. Williamson, by leave, offered the following resolution, 
tO Wit: 

« Resolved, ‘That the principal Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, be instructed 1o call upon the Enrolling Clerk of the 
Senate, for a certified copy of the bill, known by its caption, in 
ihe report of the majority of the Select Committee, signed by 
-Jesse Grimes, M. W. Matthews, and R. M. Williamson ; Weh 
.said report is spread upon the journals of this House" : 

Which resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Crisp moved to take up the “Bill supplementary to ‘An 
Act to provide for the survey and sale of the Cherokee Lands.’ ” 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, a bill, to be entitled ‘An Aet to 
legalize the proceedings of the fall term (1842) of the District 
Court of Bexar connty,” was taken up, and read Ist time, 
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Ga motion, rule suspended, and bill read 2d time. 

On motioun, rule farther suspended, bill read a 3d titne. and 
passed. l 

Qu motion of Mr. Matthews, “A Bill, supplementary to ‘An 
Act to provide for the survey and sale of the Cherokee lauds, " 
was taken up, . 

Question on the adoption of the substitute for 2d section. 

Mr. Potter moved a callot the House. 

Carried, and Sergeant-at-Arms despatched for absent mem- 
bers. : 

The Sergeant-at-Arms having returned with absent members; 

On motion of Air. Caldwell, a further cail of the House was | 
suspended. "us 

"The ayes and noes being called for, on the adoption of the 

substitute for 9d. section, stocd as follows, to wil: 
. Ayes— Messrs, Bower, Caldweli, Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison, 
Fields, Hagier, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hil, Hodge, Hunter, 
Braches, Lewis, Matthews, 2lei,sod, Milby, Portis, Potter, 
Robinson of B, Robinson of S., Sharman and Whyte—24. 

Noes-—Messrs. Speaker, Dial, Grimes, Hewett, Holmes, Par- 
“ker, Peebles, Pennall, Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warren 
aud Williamson-—1 £, 

Carried, aud substitute adopted. 

Question on the adop.iou ot the additional sectien. 

‘Phe ayes and noes being called for, stood as follows, to wit: 

Ayes--Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison, 
Fields, Hazler, Hanover, Haynes, Hill, Hodge, Braches, Lewis, 
Idcf,eod, Portis, Potter, Robinson of B., and Sherman—1S. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Dial, Grimes, Halbert, Hewett, 
Holmes, Hunter, Matthews. Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pennali, 
Robinson of S, Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warren, 
Whyte and Williamson—2v, 

Lost, and amendment rejected. 

Mr. Hunter moved a re-consideration of the vote rejecting 

` the amendment. 

The ayes and noes being called for, on the motion, stood as 
follows, to wit: l 
. Ayes—Messrs. Bower, Fields, Hagler, Halbert, Hanover, 
Hill, Hodge, Hunter and Sherman—9. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell, Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison, 
Dial, Grimes, Haynes, Hewitt, Holmes, Braches, Lewis, Mat- 
thews, Mcleod, Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, Portis, Pot- 
ter, Robinson of B., Robinson of S., Scurry, Sparks, Watling, 


- * ` er 
Ward, Warren, Whyte and Williamson—29, Lost. 
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Mr. Lewis offered the iollowiug amendment to the substitute, 
to wit: 

“Be ü further enacted, That the minimum price of the land | 
contemplated, in this act, to be sold, shall be one dolla per 
acre.” Rejeeted. — 

Mr. Whyte moved to amend tlie subs stitute,’ by. fixing the 
minimum priee on lands, held by actual settlers, at twenty 
cents per cere. 
^ Mr. Portis offered the following amendment to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Whyte, to wit: * 

“That the minimum price-of the land be established at fifty . 
cents; and that the aetual settler be allowed his jand at twenty 
cents per acre.” Accepted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of “A Joint Resolution for the relief of per- 
sons therein named,” on whieh, all ruies had been suspended, 
and requested a like suspension on the part of the House. 

Question on the adoption of the amendment of Mr. Whyte, 
as amended by Mr. Portis. 

Mr. Robinson, of B., moved a division of the question. l 

- Carried. 

Question on the adoption of the. amendment, fixing the mini- 
um price of lands, to be sold under the provisions of the act 
to provide for the sale of the Cherokee lands, &c., at fifty cents 


per aere, was then put, and earried. 
Question on the adoption of that portion of the amendment 


fixing the minimum price of the lands held by actual settlers, at 
twenty | cents per acre. 


The ayes and noes being called for, stood as. follows, to wits’ 


Ayes— Messrs. Caldwell, Cazneau, Dial, Hagler, Halbert, 
Hanover, Haynes, TIH, Hodge, Braches, Lewis, Mel.eod, Mil- 
by. Portis, Robinson of S., Sherman, Ward and Whyte—18. 

Noes—Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Crisp; Dennison, Fields,.' 
Grimes, Hewitt, Holmes, Hunter, Matthews, Parker, Peebles, . 
Pennall, Potter, Seurry, Sparks, Walling, OW arren and Wile 
liamson— 19. 

Lost, aud amendment rejected. 

Mr. Williamson moved the rejection of the substitute as 
amended. uU 

Mr. Fields moved a call of the Hou:e. 

Carried, and Sergeant-at- Arms despatched for absent member: 8. 

À message was received from the Senate, infor ming the Ilouse 
of the passage of a bill, to be entitled. “An Act, to fix the time 
and-place of holding the Supreme Courty ;? also, ' 
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E bill, to be, enlitled “An Act for the protection of the 
‘Western ‘and Sonth-western HOHE: and for other purposes n 
with an amendment. ; 

Mr. Grimes moved the Suspension óf a further call of the 

House. Lost. 
^. On motion of Mr. Matthews, a further call of the House was 
suspended. | 

The ayes ‘and noes being’ called for, on the motion of Mr. 
Williamson, to rcject the substitute, ce, stood as follows, to 
wit: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Dial, Grimes, Halbert, BHaisuos 
Hewitt, Holmes, Parker, Peebles, "Pennall, Robinson of S., Seur-' 
xy, Sparks," Walling, Ward, Warren and Williamson—17. 

.  Noes—Messrs. Bowet, Caldwell, Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison 
Fields, Hagler, Hanover, Hill, Hodge, Hunter, Braches, Lewis, ` 
Matthews, MeLeod, NM Portis, Potter, Robinson of B, Sher- l 
man and Whyte—231. 

' Lost. ' 

Mr. Portis moved the previous question on the substitute. 

. The question—Shall the main question be now pap was 
put and lost. . 

Mr. Darnell offered the following amendment, to the substi- 
tute, to wit: 

“Be tt further enacted, That all settlers ow residing within 
the limits of the Cherokee country, as described in this bill, or 
who have resided within said limits, at any time; and who 
,have cultivated the soil of the same, under a legal survey, shall 
have a preemption right, under the provisions of this det, at 
five cents per acre.” i 

Mr. Potter moved a call of the House. . 

Carried, and Sergeanit-at-Arms dos pafepen for absent menl- 
' bers. 

Mr. Hanover moved ihe House adjourn "until 3 O'clock P. 
M. Lost. 

a EE of Mr. Portis, à further call of the House was sus- 
ende 

On motion of Ans Potter, the House adjourned aaa 3 
o'clock, P. as 


* 


* 


æ 


3 o'clock; P. M. 
The- House Bist Mr. Grimes" in the Chair, —roll ‘called—a 
quorum present. 


The House proceeded to business 
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A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
flonse of the passage of the following bills, to wit; 

«A Joint Resolution authorizing ihe Secretary of the 'T'tea- 
stry to issue change notes;' ? also, 

A bill, to be entitled “An Act 1n relation 1o Post-o fices;” also, 

A bill, to be entitled “An Act to extend to the Chief Justice 

and Associate Justices, the authority to issue certificates of head- 
‘ighis to Emigrants,” 

On metion of Mr. Williamson, the “Bill, supplementary to 

‘An Act to provide for the survey and sale of the- Cherokee 
Lands?" which was under consideration when the House ad- 
ioumed, was laid upon the tabie. t 

On motion of Mir, Williamson, “A Bill for the relief of A. B. 
Shelby" was taken up, read 2d time, and ordered to be en- 
grosscd, ' 

On motion, rule suspended, bill read 3d time, and passed. 

Mr. Sherman, by leave, introduced a bill, to be entiticd “An 
Act to amend ‘An Act to incorporate the city of Heuston, and 

cther cities therein named.’ ” 

Read 1st time. 

On incticn, 1ule suspended, and bill read 2d time. 

On motion, rule further suspended, bill read third time, and 
passed, 

Qa motion of Mr. Hill, ^A Bill, to be entitled an act, for the 
removal of the archives of the Republic of Texas,” was taken up. 

“fy, Caldwell moved the previous question. 

‘The motion shall the main question be now taken, was put 
and carried. 

Air, Caldwell, moved a call of the House. | 

C arried, and 

sergeant at-Arms despatched for absent members. 

The Sergeant. at-Arms returned and reported that Mr. Robin- 
son of B., was too unwell to attend; aud no other members 
were to be found. 

On motion of Mr. William:on, a further call of the House 
was suspended. ° 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, a call of the House was made, 
aud Sergeant-ai-Arms again dispatched for absent members, 

A message was received from the President, through his 
pri vate Secretary W. D. Miler. 

‘Phe Sereeant-at-Armis returned with Mr. Robinson of B, and 
1, ported that he was unable to find any others, 

Mr. Portis, moved a susp ension of a further cai] of the House. 

Lost, 


t97 
Qn motion of Mr. Portis, the TU adjourned antik IO 
o'clock to-morrow morniag. >» s i 


< 


Turspay, Jan, 10th, 10, A. M. 


'Yhe House met pursuant to adjournment. 
The roll being called ihe following members answered to 
- their names: ` 

Messrs. Speaker, Caldwell ; Cazneau, Dennisson, Dial, Garza, 
Grimes, Halbert, Hanover, Hewitt, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Hua- 
ter, Braehes, Lewis, Milby, Peebles, Pennall, Potter, Robinson 
of S., Scurry, Sherman: Walling, Ward;. Warren, Whyte and 
Williamson, E 

A quorum being present—the Journals of the preceding day 
were read and adopted. 


Jan. 10ih, 1913. 

To the Hon. Speaker of the House of Repr eseniasives : 

Phe Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred, 
“A ‘Bill, io alter the time of holding-tLe District Courts in the 
"Uh Judicial district, and for other purposes, have had the 
same under consideration, aud have directed me to report a sub- 
. stitute for the original bill, and recommend the passage of the 
substitute. 


CoxxrrTÉE Room, 


(Signed) . R. SCURRY, 
: Chairman. 
Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table to 
coine up among the orders of the day. 
'Phe Committee on Engrossed Bills, mado the following 
. report: 
House oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 19th, 1813. 4 
To the Hn. N. H. Darnell, 
Soeaker of the ‘House of Representatives. 
The Committee on Engrossed Bills, have examined “A Bill, 
to be entitled an aet, for the relief of A, B. Shelby,” and find the 
same correctly engrossed. 


[Signed] — A, M. LEWIS, 
Chairman, 


Which report was adopted. 


* 
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The Committee on. Enfolled Billá, ‘made the following: repgrt; . 
s i . Hovsg, OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
January 10th, 1843. | i 
"To the Hy an: N. H Darnell, 
- Speaker of the House of Representatives: ND 

"The Enrolling Committee have exainined' and found correct, 
“A Bill, to be entitled ‘an act, for the relief of Win. Ashwor th 


. and “others,” the same having béen signed by the Speaker of the 


* House, and President of the Senate, was presented to His Ex- . 
cevency: the President for his approval, onthe 19th inst. l 
s [Sigued] ] ISAAC PARKER, 

Bae NE. Chairman. 

“Report adopted. 

There being a call, of the Fouse pending when the ius 
‘adjourned. 

Qn motion of Mr. Williamson, a further: gall of the: House 
"was suspended. 

«‘A- Bill, to provide for the removal of the archives of the Re- 
public of "Texas, was under consideration when the House 
adjourned. 

‘Question on the ‘passage of the bill to its 3d reading. 

‘THe ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows: 

| Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, Hewett, Hill,. 
Matthews, Milby, Parker, Peeblés, | Pennall, Robinson of S. 
Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Warren, Whyte and Williamson---18. ' 

Noes—Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison, 


Fields, Garza, Hagler, Halbert, Haynes, Hodge, Holmes, 


Hunter, .Braches, Lewis, McLeod, Portis, Potter, Robinson of 
B., Sherman and Waa 
Los. f 
. Fields, by ‘eas introduced “A Bill, for the relief of `. 
Texian prioners, ; 

Read Ist time. 

‘On motion, rule suspended, ahd bill, 

Read 94 time. ` 
,. Jr. Hill, moved to strike out all after the ud section. 

Jost. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing, the, 
House of the passage of “A Bill, to incorporate the. Matagorda 
and Caney Navigation Company." i 

Mr. Lewis, offered the following amendment to the 2d section: : 

Insert after “massacre,” * or taken prisoners as before’ men 


. 


^ 


tioned.” 


Adopted. 
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E itii, offered ihe following er alnagiit to. the od section: ` 


— Taser in 8th line after the. word s las? “and all others who. 


have been slain by the’sommon enemy. ofthe country since 
1836.” 


The ayes and, noes being called for on its adoption, stood ‘as 


follows: 


Ayez Messrs, Baver Cald well, Crisp; -Dennison; Hill, "Mat- 


thews, Parker, Portis; Robinson of 534 Scurry, Sparks, Wi alling, 
Warren aud Whyte—14. . 

Noes-—Messrs. Speaker, Fields, ` -Gardia, ` Hagler, ‘Halbert, 
- Hanover, Haynes, Hodge, Holmes, Huuter, Braches, Lewis, 


Milby, Peebles, Pennall, Potter, Sherman, Ward, and William 


'son—30. . 
Lost, and amendment rejected, 
., A message was received from’ the Senate; informing. ihe 
` House of the passage af “A Bill, making appropriations for the 
rotection of the sea egast.” ae 
Mr. Hill, offered the- following: amendment to the 2d section: 
- Insert after the word « last, ” «and all those who, were taken. 
in the Santa Fé d and. yet held prisoners ia Mexieo." 


. Mr. Potter, noved the previous questio, .—." 


'The question, shall ‘the main austen be now taken, was put: 


and carried. i: 
The main question being the éngrossment ófthebill- >, 
"The.ayes and noes were called for thereon and stocd: as 


foflows: 


Aye es —-Messrs, Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Crisp, Dennisoa,. 


* 


. Dial, Fields, Hagler, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hodge, Hunter,. - 


Braches, Lewis, Matthews, McLeod, Portis, Potter, Sherman,. 


Whyte and Williamson—22. 


Naes — Messrs. Speaker, Garza, Grimes, Hewitt; Hill, Holmes, e 
Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, Robinson of S. Scurry, Sparks,. 


‘Walling, Ward'and Warren—16. +”. 
Carried, and bill ordered to be engrossed: ; 
. Mr. McLeod, moved a further suspension } of the ule. 


* Lost. 


` On motion of Mr. : Cazneatt; “A -Bill,for the roleri of 
the frontier, &c. " was taken up. With amendments from the 


* 


“Senate. 


On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the amendments of the: Senate: 


were concurred in.by the House. 


On motion of Mr. Scurry, ‘A, Bill, to"reorganize cartain Ju- 


dicial Districts,” was taken-up, . l S ; 


* 


- ROC : 


Read a Zd time, and’ re ferred to the Committce on the Ja- 
diciary. . 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
ilouse of the passage of “A Bill, Supplementary to an act, tu 
detect fraudalent laud certifinates ye." 

On motion of Mr. Robiuson of S., the Honsg proceed to dis- 
pose of the. business upon the Speakers table and to the 


ORDERS OP THE DAY 


| Ou motion of Mr. Cazneau, Mr. Caldweil was added to the 
Judiciary Committee . 

Qu wistion of Mr r. Grime ag. the cominünication from the Presi- 

deut was taken up, and read as follows ‘ 


* EXECUTIVE donde / 
Washington; Jan. 7, 1843. y 
40 the Ianorable, the Fouse of “Representatives: 
lierewith in pursuance of a resolution of D honorab!e 
body of the 3th inst. I have the pleasure to transmit a statement. 
of goods, and Government stores, Banded over in February 
1813, by the late acting Quarter Master ‘General to the War 
Department, the amount sold, the amount remaining on hand 
in April last, together with the report of Col. Jacob Snively in 
reference thereto, and the cause and manner of their disposi- 
tion. Also, a statement from the Treasury Department, exhib- 
iting the items for which drafts have been made upon the ap- 
propriation of last year, for the protection of tho frontier. 

It will be perceived from the report of Col. Snivety, that the 
articles received from acting Quarter Master Genoral Cazneau, 
were in a perishable and greatly damaged condition, arising «s 
reported, from neziect and want of care on the part of those, iu 
whose care they had been previously placed. 

They consisted principally of fragments, remnants and the 
refuse of supplies, which remaiued after the ‘outfit of the Santa 
Fé expedition, and the supplying of sten pues as at various . 
times were fitted out for excursions after Indians, that had been 
annoying the inhabitants of the city of Austin. The refuse 
which remained, was injured from the depredatioss of boys, 
worms and rats, so as to render them valueless fot the public 
service. The Secretary of War thought it, therefore, advisable 
to order a survey and sale thercof under the 33d and 47th articles 
ofthe ariy regulations, The first provides for the survey aud 
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sale of - damaged stores, and the latter for placing the amount 
received from such sales, fo the appropriation to which it might 
properly belong. . a l 

Under this authority the drafts were drawn by direction of 
the Secretary of War, for the purchase of supplies, deemed in- 
dispensable by him, for the support of the troops, assembled ai 
Austin’ in March last, to protect that place against expected 
Mexican: attack, which could only be procured for cash, such 
as beef, meal, flour &c., transporting artillery and supplies to 
- San Antonio, expresses, repairing artillery carriages, &c. &c. 

The amount of about $100 in Exchequer Bills, received 
from the sale, was paid to Wm. lL, Cazneau, as acting Quarter 
Master General, the only item for which there was no authoriiy 
of law, and which was not made known to the Executive until 
the present call brought to light. 

During the absence of the archives and the continued com- 
motion in the country, it has been utteriy impossible for the Ex- 
secutive, with the means at his command, to obtain te informa- 
tion necessary to the prompt correction of errors and abuses. 
As has been heretofore communicated to the Congress, the busi- 
ness of the Quarter Master General, and several other officors, 
is now four years in arrears; and must remain so, until tue fa- 
cilities afforded by Congress, will be sneh as to enable the Ex- 
ecitive to have it brought up, and the accounts of delinquenis 
and defaulting officers settled. The amount of defaleations can- 
- not be less than three hundred thousand dollars, and probably 
ahalf million may not cover them. i 

The statement from the Treasury Department, ia answer to 
n part of the resolution above referred to, will be found to con- 
tain items which were connected with the condition of the coun- 
try—many of them for carrying expresses, owing to the want 
of mail facilities; and cthers for the purpose of placing the mi- 
litia in a state of readiness to act in the most efficient manner, 
if the country was invaded, as many believed it wouid be, at 
various times, since the appropriation was made. 

The amount paid for the subsistence of the Indians, and pre- 
sents to them, accrued principally on. account of the Lipans; 
and the Executive will here remark, that the Lipans were per- 
foetly satisfied ; and considered the allowance made them, as 
an equivalent for the various campaigns in which their war- 
riors had co-operated, at various times, with our troops, undcr 
the command of General Burleson, and others. 

It will be remarked by your honorable hody, that the greatest 
economy hss been exercised in the disbursement of tho fünd.— 

AA i 
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That it was not all immediately ap propriated to the protection 
of the South-western frontier, was owing to the fact, that it was 
not sufficient, had it all been inpar funds, to haye supported 
one full company of infantry, and it-is a fact notorious to every 
man of observation, that unless men on our frontier are well 
monnied, they are worse than useless. To have equiped aud 
supported z a company of eavalry, would have Tenues a'sum of 
more than fifty thousand dollars, 

The Executive, under these circumstances believed it much 
more advisable, and beneficial to the country, that the money 
should remain in the treasury, than be expended in the attempts 
to effect a purpose which must prove in' the end an utter failure, 
and disappoint the expectations which it would have. inspired, 

Fhe Honorable’ House will also recall the fact to their recol- 
lection that the money has been depreciated to a. scale never 
above fiíty cents, and for a great portion of the year was worth 
but thirty cenis, and even less, ou the dollar. Hoping that our 
eurreney would improve and not wishing to injure our finances, 
the Eixecutive has been constrained from a sense of duty, to aet 
upon principles of economy, ior which he shall feel perfectly 
justified if he can once more see confidence and a sound curren- 


ey restored to the country. 
` SAM. HOUSTON. 


On motion of Mr. Hunter, the above. communication aud 
accompanying documents, were reterred to’ the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, “A Bill, to alter ihe time and place 
of holding the Supreme € Zomt; ? was taken up, and 

Read 1st time. 

Mr. Lewis, moved, the rens of the biH. 

The ayes and. noes being.called for on the motion, stood as 
follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, 
Hewett, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Lewis, “Matthews, Parker, Peebles, 


* 


Pennall, Robinson ‘of S, Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Warren 


and W hyte—20, l 

Noes—Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Cazieau, Dannie, Garza, . 
Hagler, Haynes, Hunter, Braches, .MeLeod, Milby, Portis, 
Potter, Robinson of B., Sherman and Ward—16. 

Carried, and bill rejected: 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
Hense of the passage of A mu i, supplementary to An ‘Act, 
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making appropriations for the support of ‘the Government for 

£1843,” ^ with amendments. E 

- Mr. McLeod, offered the following resolation: . 

“Beit resolved by the Senate, and House of Representatives, 
‘That the Executive be requested to furnish this House with in- 
formation, as to the measures, ifany have been taken by him, 
for the release of -Antonio Navarro, a citizen’ of thé Republic, 
now in imprisonment in Mexico—and copies of the correspond- 
encé of this Government, for the purpose of effecting that re- 
lease, if any such kas occurred." 

On motion, the rule was suspended requiring resolutions to 
lay upon the table one day for consideration ; aud 7 

Resolution adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, * A Bill, supplementary t to "m Act, ' 
making appropriations for the support of the Government lor 
the yeay 1843,” was taken up with amendments from the 
Senate. . 

Mr. Hill, moved t list the House disagree rA the first amend- , 
" ment of the Senate. ` "M d ; 

- Carried. l i i 

Cn motion, the House. concurred jn the ond amendment 
of the Senate. 

: On mption of Mr. Hill; a Comunittee of Conference, composed 
of the following named’ gentlemen, to wit: Messrs, ‘Fill, Mat- 
thiews, Peebles, “Caldwell and Parker, were appointed to confer 
with a like Committee on thé part of tte Senate, on the bill 
supplementary to An Act, making appropriations for the support 
of Government, &c.” i 

On motion of Mr. Potter, * A Bill, to provide for ‘the’ survey 
and sale of the Clierokee Lands, &c, E was taken up, 

On motion. of Mr. Potter, a call of the House was made, and 
Sergeánt-at-Arms despatched for abseùt members. > 

Ón motion of ‘Mr, Sparks, a further call of the House. was 
suspended, 

‘Question on the adoption of the amendment offered by Mr: 
Darnell, still under consideration. d 

The ayes and moes being called for horeo stood thus, to. 
wit: C 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Dial, Halbert, Holmes, McLeod, 
Milby, Parker, Robinson of B., Robingba . of S., Scurry, Sher- 
man, Sparks, Walling, Ward, Warren and’ Whyte—-16. 

Noes— Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, "Crisp, Dennison, 
F ields, Hagler,. Hanover, Haynes, Hewett, Hill, Hodge, ‘Hunter, 
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Braches, Lewis, Matthews, Peebles, Pennuil, Portis, Potter 
ang Wilhamsen—v2. 

Lost, and. amendment rejected. 

A message was received from "the Senate, informing the 
House that the Senate hed appointed a Committee of Confer- 
ence te eonfez with the Committee on the part of the House, oix 


eA Pii supp;euit htary to an act, making appropriations for the 
spaseoct of the Government, &e 

Mz. Comuean, moved m previous question on the adoption 
oi tie supat ne ior the LHL providing for the s ilo of the Cher- 
nee Panis, & 


"Phe question spali the main question be now taken, was put. 

nd carried. 

The main question Loing the adoption of the substitute. 

The ayes and noes were caled ior thereon, and stood as 
ioilows: : 
^O Aves--Mess:zs. Power, Caldwell, Cazneat 1, Crisp, Dennison. 
Fields, Hagler, Hanover, Haynes, Hill, Hodge, Hunter, Braches, 


Lew, Metthews, MeLecd, Milby, Portis, Potter aud Whyte 
—— 2i, 1 


Aces—XMfossrs. Speaker, Dial, Haibert, Hewitt, 
Holmes, Parker, Ceebles, Ponnall, Robinson of B. " Robinson 
ot SS. Scurry 2 Speris, 5 alhns, Ward and Warren—Ils, 


€, a 2? $54. H P 
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dis. y. oered the | followin ageitienal section : 

Ded rs ; e enacted, "Thai non e of ine surveyed or Ioeatec 
nns win tie efsresaid Cherckee boundary, shall Le section- 
Izod er said, nudes the provisions a tius net, until. the money 

which may have becu piii Sy persons loeatinz said lands shall 
ve refunded with inierest thereon 

Am. Willamacen, cfiercd ihe following. as a substitute for the 
additional scetjon of Mr, Perker. 

"fi o farther enucied, That the Fresident, be, und Le is 
Lercby rcgulzed to exact oi the purchasers of the lands in gues- 
uon, the ecuditions of settlement impo osed by the laws of the Re- 


nu bud, GH eiucsianle of this Kerabuc.s^ 

A inescage was received irom the Senate, informing tho 
Yone of the passage oi in Act, amendatory to. ap act, estab- 
ing and incorporating the Collegeof De Kalb.” alze, 

“An Act, to repeal iupart an act, to rezülate the eclicetion of 
Aport Gutes, : 
Mz. Potter, moved the previous question. 


eed 


te 
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The question shall the 1 main question Le now taken, was put 
and lost. 
Mr. Williamson, offered the following as an amendment to 
the amendment of Mr, Parker: - 
© Be it further enacted, That the President shall not be au- 
thorized to sell more than one half of the above described lands 
prev ious to the meeting of the next Congress.” 
Rejected. 
Mr. Williamson, then offered the following as an ameudment 
to the amendment of Mr. } Parker: 
“Se it further enacted, 'That the proceeds of the sale of said 
lands sha! i be paid into ihe public treasury by the President of 
the tepublie, on or before the first Monday in December next. 
Rejecied. 
Question on the adoption of the amendment of Mr. Parker. 
Air. Matthews, moved a call of the House. 
"Carried, and Sergeant-at- Arms despatched for absent mem- 


pers. " 
Oa motion of Mr, Cazaeau, a further call of the House Was 
suspended. . 


The ayes and nees being called for on the adoption of 
the amendment ot Mr. P arker, Stood as follows: 

Ayes—Messts, Speaker, Dial, Hewett, Holmes, Parker, 
Robinson of S., Scurry, Sparks, Wallng, Ward, Warren and 
| Williamson.—12. . 

Noes—Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Crisp, Fields, 
Grimes, Hagler, Halbert. Hanover, Haynes, Hiil, Hodge, 
Hunter, Braches, Lewis, Matthews, McLeod, Milby, Peebles, 
Pennall, Portis, Potter, Robinson of B., Shermau, and Whyte 
—95, E : 

Lot, and amendment rejeeted. 

Mr. Portis, offered the following additional section : 

s Be it further enacted, That each actual settler, shall Le 
entitled to enter his or her head-right, including his or her im- 
provements, at twelve and a half cents per aere, a and that the 
same shall be paid in, within twelve mo: nths from the return of 
the surveys to the General Lazd-office.” 

Mr. Darneil, offered the following as a substitute for the ad- 
` ditional section of Mr. Portis. 

“Be it further enacted, That all settlers now residing within 
the limits of the Cherokee country, as described:in this bill, or 
who have resided within said limits at any time, and who havo 
cultivated the soil of the same under a legal survey, shall have 
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& preemption right, under the provisions of the 2d section at 
ten ceuts per azre.", > ` 

The ayes and noes being called for on: its adoption stood as 
follows: 

Ayes: —Messrs. Speaker, ‘Dial, Halbert, Hewitt, Hoimes, 
Milby, Parker, Robinson of Sọ Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Ward 
and Warren.—13 

Noss— Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Crisp,. Dennison, 
Fields, Grimes, Hagler, Hanover, Haynes, Hill, Hodge, Hunter, 

- Braches, Lewis, Matthews, ? 1cLeod, Peebles, ‘Pennell, Portis, 
Potter, Sherman, Whyte and W illiamson—: 24. 

Lost, and amendment rejected. , 

A messege was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of “A Bil], for the relief of Wm. Bryan ;” 
aiso, * A Bui, to incorporate the German Emigrating Company. i 

Mr. Grimes, offered the follow ing amendment to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Portis: B 

Insert’ and ali those who have heretofore resided permanent- 
iy in that country for the term of twelve months, and eultivated 
to the amount of five acres o! land.” 

The ayes and noes being called for thereon, stood as follows : 

Ayes— Messrs. Speaker, Dial, Grimes, Halbert, Holmes, 
Braches, Lewis, Milby, Parker, Peebles, Robinson of. S., Scurry, 
Suerman, Sparks, Waling, Ward and Warren—I7. 

"NoES—- Messrs. Bower, ‘Caldwell, Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison, 
Fieids, Hagler, Hanover, Haynes, Hill, Hadge, Hunter, Mat- 
thews, McLeod, Pennali, Portis, Potter, Robinson of B., Whyte 
and Wuliamson—20. ' 

Lost, aud amendment rejected. 

Question on the.adoption of the amendment of Mr. Portis, as 
an additional section, was then taken up and carried. 

Mr. Potter, moved the previous question. 

The question, s shall the main question be now taken,.was put 
and carried. 

Tue main questio 

aud nses were call 


-* 


on being the engrossinent of the bill, the ayes 
a Y. 


3 
as 
dg 
ic 


d fur thereon aud stóod as follows : 
Aves—JMessrs.. Sp ocker Bower, Caldwell, Cazseau, Crisp, 
Dennison, Tu ds, Grimes. Hasler, Halbeit, Hanover, Haynes, 


Hodge, Hunter, Brackes, Lewis, Matthews, McLeod, Milby, 
Portis, Potter, Robinson of Ba, Re obinson of S., Sherman, Whyte 
and Williamson —20. l ' 
Noes—Messrs. Dial, Hewitt, Hill, Holmes, Parker, Peebles, 
Pennall, Seuyrz, Sparks, W alling, QW ard.and Ww arron— 12, 007 


LE 
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Carried and bil oda to* be T] » = 

Mr. Hunier, moved a ¥e-consideration of the vote engrossing 
"the bill. 


Mr. Williamson, moved to lay the motion for a re- considera» i 


tion on the table. - 
Lost. j 

. Ov motion of Mr. Gat the House T “until 
3 o'clock P. M. ; 


* 


P 


* * 


3 aoee P. M. 


* * 


‘he House met—roll called —not ‘a quorum. present. 


“"The-Sergeant-at-Arms was despaiched for absent members, 


_ The Sergeant-at-Arms. returned with absent members—a 
quorum present. ; Ll] 
The House proceeded to bdo ai s t 
A motion to re-consider the vote engrossing the bill « ' to pro- 
vide for the survey and sale of the Cherokee lands,” was under 
consideration when the House adjourned. 


On motion of Mr. Robinson of b; said motion was laid - upon ; 


the table. 

sAn Act, confirming the. location of .the seat of Justice of 
Harrison county, at the town of Marshall, ? with a substitute 
from the Senate,: was tàken up. 

Mr. Whyte, moved the-indefinite postponemeni ofthe consid: 
_ eration of the substitute, *owe t "uu 

Carried. ° : 

A message was, received Ton ilis Senate, informing the 
Housé of' the passage of“ An Act, for the relief of Winchestor 
Doy! e and others," also, 

&A Joint Resolution, (or the relief of H.. Castro," on which 
all rules have been suspended, and requested a lile: suspension 
on fhe part of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Hunter, sAn Act, to inearporate the 
t German Emigrating Company," was taken up and. read 1st 

time. 


trade, proportion of tonnage duties,” &c. was taken up, with 


On- motion of Mr. Hill, “An Act regulating ik coasting l 


kad 


amendments from the’ Committee on Finance, and amendments - 


of the Committee rejected. 
On motion, rule /Ruspenided, and bill read 3d time. 


3 * 
+ * 
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"Whe ayes and noss being caued for, on the {inai passage of 
ine bili, stood as Dilows, to wit: 

2 rae Crisp, Dennison, Fields, Hagler, Halbert, Hill, 
c, Holmes, Hunter, Braches, Matthews, Peebles, Portis, 
^ Bobinso: iof S, Sherman, Walling and W ard —18. 

podre Speaker,  aznequ, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, 
Hewitt, Mei.sad, Pennall, 8 Scurry, Sparks and W arren—11. 

Carried, and bil 1 passed. 

Ga motion of Mr. Hager, “A Joint Resalation for the reüof 

Minutoe-men," with amendments of the Seleet Com mittee, 
was tazen up, and as pi. p 

On motion, rule suspended, bill read Sd time, and passed, 

Mr. Spares moved i dab up "A Bill 1, exempting certain ar 
teles therein named fram impost üuties," 

Tost. * 

Ou mation di ait. HH, tAn Act, to provide for the esta 
meni ana muniaan i22 oi Peace, and to re 
egress witan tae i 
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whale Grimes move 
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avad 
Road 1 ist tims. 
Mr. Warren moved a stispension ofthe raie. Lost. 
On motion cf Mr. Caidwell, “A BIG for the relief of Mossrs 
Highsmith and Jones," ura taken u ip, and read a 2d time. 
Mr. Caldwell offered a substitute for the bul, whieh was 
apted, ` 


£2 


ado 
E 


$908 


Mr. Bin, d to amend by inserting after the word “taxes” 
“at the same rate as. 'Excheger bills for "he same dues." 

Adopted, 

On motion, rule suspended ; bill read 3d time. 

The ayes and noes being ealled for, on the tinal passage of 
the bill, stood as follows, to wit: 

Ayes— Messrs, Speaker, Caldwell , Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison, 
Dial, Fields, Garza, Hagler, Hanover, Haynes, Hunter, Braches, 
Lewis, Matthews, McLeod, Parker, Pecbles, Pennall, Portis, 
Potter, Robinson of S, Sherman, Walling, Ward, Warren and 
Whyte—27. 

Nozs—Messrs. Grimes, Halbert, Hewitt, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, 
. Milby, Scurry and Spaiks—$. 

Carried, and bill passed. 

Qn motion of Mr. Walling, “A Bill, to divide the county of 
` Nacogdoches &c.” with amendments from the Select Committee, 
was taken upand amendments adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Wailing, ** Jackson? was stricken out, and 
* Henderson” inserted, 

On motion, rule suspended ; bill read 3d time. 

. "The ayes and noes being called. for on the final passage of 
the bill, stood as follows: 

A yes — Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, Fields, Grimes, 
d Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hewitt, Holmes, Hodge, 
Hunter, Braches, Matthews, McLeod, Milby, Peebles, Pennall, 
Robinson of S, Sherman, Sparks, Wal ling, Ward and Whyte 
—26, 

. Noes—Messrs. Bower, Cazneau, Garza, . Hill, Portis, Scurry 
and Warren—7. 

Carried, and bili passed. 

“A Bill, to exempt certain articles therein named from im- 
post ‘duties, " was taken up; and, 

Read od time, 

Mr. Cazneau, moved to amend by- inserting * cotton gins and 

spinning machines." : 

Adopted. 

Mr. Portismor the previous question. 

" The question, ll the main question be now taken, was put 
and carried. 

Mr. Potter moved a call of s House. 

Lost. 

The main question being is: passage of^the bil to a 3d 
zeading 

The ayes and noes were ealled for thereon, stood as follows : 

BRB 


& 
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Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Cazneau, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hal. 
bert, Hanover, Hewitt, Hodge, Matthews, McLeod, Milby 
Peebles, Pennall, Portis, Robinson of S., Seuny,. Sparks, Wall 
ing, Ward and Warren —91. 


Noes—-Messrs. Caldwell, Dennison, Fields, Hagler, “hn, 


Holmes, Hunter, Braches, Lewis, Parker, Potter and. 'Sher- 


man—-12. s 
Carried, and bill passed foa 3d reading. 
The Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the following repert: 


Hovsz or ia T0, 1843 7] 


January 10th, 1843 
To the Hon. . N. H. Dar nell, 
Speaker of the House of . Representatives. 


The Committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined “An Act, 
for the protection of the Western and South-western frontier, 
and for other purposes,” and find the same correctly enrolled ; 
the same having been signed by the Speaker of the House and: 
President of the “Senate, was this day pens to his Excellaney 
the President for his approval. | 

B signed | . ISAAC PARKER, 
Chairman, 


On motion of Mr, F ields m President's message was aken 
up, and read, as follows : 


ExgcurivE DEPARTMENT, 1 


Washiagton, Jan. 10, 1843. 
To the Honorablé, the House of Repr esentatives : 


The duties which have devolved upon the Chief Magistrate 
of Texas, in relation to the archives of the nation, as well as all 
other matters touching the administration of the Government, 
have been discharged with fidelity. 1f the representatives of 
the people have failed to sustain him, he feels áquitted of his 


trust. Whatever of evil may befall the na 1 from the loss ox i 


destruction of its archives, must fall upon:t esple, but not by. 
the agency of their President: . 'l'he rights of — .rge community 
in such.an event, would be saerificed, to ‘he clamour or sup- 
posed interest of a few, without the hope. of any possible advan- 
tage to those who have resisted the eonstitutional authority of 
the nation, but manifest and incurable injury to the public 
welfare. . 


* 
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The Executive, haviiig thus far discharged his duty, will use 
no further exertions on the subject, but leave the matter to the 
people and their represeniqtives. He has striven. against what 
he has foteseen, as a great and impending evil—he has not 
.. been sustained by a co-ordinate Department—he is discharged. 
‘from all further agency, and his hands clean of all the conse- 
‘quences, and calamities which may resultto Texas as a nation. 
He believes that they will be heavy, and manifold! Having 
so often expressed his candid belief, and his hopes, in reference 
' to a matter of so much moment, and enforced by every means 
in his power, and with an earnestnéss and honesty, which he 
deemed his relations to the country required, reasons for pro- 
viding for the safely of the archives ; he now feels constrained 
todeclare and protest to your honorable body, that he can no 
Jonger entertain a hope of their safety, nor will he feel it any 
longer his duty:to use any exertions fór.their preservation. 

He hopes that we may not haye yet to exclaim in the pathetic 
language of the sacred volume. “The harvest is past—the 
summer is ended,” and add, Texas, is not saved ! ! ! 

SAM. HOUSTON. 


On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the above message was referred 
to the Select Archive Committee. — 
Mr. Hill, moved the printing of 590 copies of the above mes- 
sage, in connection with other communications on the sam 
subject, ordered to be printed. i , 
.. Mr. Lewis, moved the Honse adjourn until 10 o'elock to-mor- 
row morning. ^ : i "2 
Lost. ° "T on E 
On motion of Mt. Potter, the House adjourned until 7 o'clock 


* 


4. o'clock, P. * M, 

The House met—roll called —quorum present. 

The House proceeded to business. +- a M 

T'he motion for the printing of the Presidents message before 
. the House on adjournment, |  '. . . 
, -On motion of Mr. Potter, the motion to print was laid upon 
the table. — iue | À 

On motion of Mr. Potter “A Bill, to authorize the County 

+ . de 
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Court of Brazoria county to ievy an additional tax for certain 
purposes,” was taken up. l 

Read Ist time. 

On motion.. rules suspended, biil read 2d and 3d times and 
passed. 

Alr. Fields moved a re-eonsideration of the vote on the pas- 
sage af the above pill. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, “A BU. providing an additionat 
method 10r proving or acknowledging letters of attorney," was 
taken up. 

Read 2d time. 

‘in motion rule suspended, bill read 3d ume and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Hewett, “A Dill, to extend to the -Chief 
Justice and associate Justices, the authorliy to issue certificates 
of head-rights to emigrants,” was taken up with amendments 
from the Senaie. 

The question being iaken, the Ist and 4th amendments were 
rejected, and 2d and 3d adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Cazn jean, “A Joint Resoiutior, repealing a 
part of a joint resoiution for the honorabie discharge of Dr. E. 
J. Felder,” iaken up. read 34 time, aud passed. 

On motion of Mr. Peebles « «X Iii i, Incorporating Herman s 
University," taken up. 

Read 2d tine. 

iz motion of Mr. Fields, the : ietter S63" wes stricken ou? 
aud“ ET inserted before © Herman's. 

Mr. Hii, moved te strike out 1Zth section. 


Lost. d . 
Mr. Dennisson, offered the following amendment to 10th 
section: . 


Nuke outah after “ Collars,” down to “and the proceeds,” 
and insert “ which fines sha ll be sued for before any Court hav- 
ng competent jurisdiction. and u upon judgement, shall be eot- 
cetcd az other fines in favor of the Republic” 

Adopted. 
Mr. Caidseii, offered the following amendment to Sth ses- 
tion, add * for the space of five years. Adopted. 

On motion bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis rule. suspended, bili read 2d time 
and passed. 

Mr. Cazneau, by leave, introduced “A Bill to incorporate ths 
Galveston Orphan Friend's Society.” i 

Read 1st time, rule suspended, end bill read 2d time. 


# 
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On motion of Mr. Robinson, of B., that portion authorizing 
the corporation to break, change and alter their seal, was striken 
out. 

On motion, rule further suspended, bill read 3d time, and 
passed. a 

On motion of Mr. Milby, a “Bill for the relief of Henry 
Tucker,” was taken up, read 2d time ; and, ` 

On motion of Mr. Parker, the name of **Pleasant Bious” was 
inserted. t l : 

On motion of Mr. Hill, the name of Rutha Simmons was in- 
serted. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the name of Henry Lynch was 
inserted, 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of B., the bill was laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of B., *A Bill, to modify the 
provisions of ‘An Act granting land to emigrants,” was taken 
up, and read 1st time., ` 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of B., “ A Bill to incorporate the 
Texian Emigration, Agricultural and Commercial Company,” 
was taken up, and Read Ist time. : 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of D., “A Bill, legalizing the lo- 
cation of the Seat of Justice of Fannin county,” was taken up, 
and read 2d time. o 

On motion, rule suspended, bill read 3d time, and passed. 

On motion ot Mr, Halbert, “A Bill to amend the existing 
laws in relation to proceedings in Courts.of Probate,” was taken 
up, read 2d time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. , 

On motion of Mr, Cazneau, “A Bill to declare trespass, in 
certain cases, larceny,” was taken up, and substitute of select 
committee adopted. . 

Mr. Hill moved the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

Mr. Fields offered the following amendment to Ist section, 
to wit: 

Insert, “that all persons travelling with waggons, or other- 
wise, shall be privileged to use the-necessary portion of timber 
of the country for their comforts; and that if any individual 
Shall remove timber for the purpose of building, improving 
their farms, town lots, or for sale, then they shall pay the owner , 
thereof, five times the value of the said timber, and all costs of 
suit before any court having jurisdiction of the same; and if not 
able to pay, they shall be guilty of petit larceny.” 


21d 


Mr. Hewitt moved to adjourn until'10 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 


Lost. 


On motion of Mr. Milby, the House adjourned until 10 
o'ciock, to-morrow, morning. - 


WEDNESDAY, Jan. 11th, 10, A. M.. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll being calied the folowing members answered to 
their names: . ; 

Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, Crisp, Dennisson, Dial, 
Fields, Garza, Grimes, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hewitt, 
Hodge. Holmes, Hunter, Braches, Matthews, Parker, Peebies, 
Pennall, Portis, Robinsonof S.. Scurry, Sparks, Walling, W ard 
and Williamson, 

A quorum being present—the Journals of the preceding day 
were read and adopted. 

The Committee on the Judiciary, R. Scurry, Chairman, to 
whom was referred “A Bili to re-organize the Ist, 2d, 4th, 5th 
and 6th Judicial Districts,” reported the same back to ihe 
House, with amendments to the 2d and 5th sections. 

Which report was received, and bill laid on the table to come 
up among the orders of the day. 

James "Bennison, one of the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
whom was referred “A Bill to amend the existing laws in rela- 
tion to proceedings in Courts of Probate,” reported by a substi- 
tute therefor, and recommended its adoption. 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table, to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

The Committee on Indian Affairs, Wm. M. Hewitt, Chair- 
man, to whom was referred a communication from the Presi- 
dent, recommending the establishment of trading houses among 
the friendly tribes of Indians,” reported the same back to the 
House, without any action, as there is now a bill before the 
House, embracing thie subject. 

Report adopted. 
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The Committee on the State of the Republic; made the fol 
lowing report; to wit: co : 
- ComMITTEE-Room, 

Jan, 10ih, 1843. 

To the Hon. N. A. Darnell, 
` Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

- The undersigned, members of the Committee on the.State of 
the Republic, to whom was referred “A Bill to provide for 
taking the Census of the Republic,’ report the bill back to the 

House, and recommend its passage. 
Vae on (Signed) JESSE GRIMES, Chairman. 
R. M. WILLAMSON. ` 
JOHN DIAL. ` 


Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table to 
' come up among the orders of the day. Pra i 

The Committee on Post-offices and Post-roads, Mr. Ward, 
Jr. Chairman, to whom was referred “ A Bill to amend the 
several laws regulating the Post-office Department,” reported 
the same back to.the House, with an amendment, and recom- 
mended its passage. -> ` : : 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table to 
 eome up among the orders of the day. 
« A Bill to declare trespass, in certain cases, larceny,” with 
. an amendment, was under consideration when the House ad- 
| journed. 
. On motion of Mr. Hunter, said bill and amendment was laid 
on the table. ` e 

On motion of Mr. Dennison, “A Bill to amend the existing 
laws in relation to proceedingsin Courts of Probate,” was taken 
up, substitute of the Committee on the Judiciary adopted, and 
bill passed to a 3d reading. 
.. Qn motion of Mr. Hunter, the motion to re-consider the vote 
engrossing the Cherokee bill, was taken up. 

‘The question on the re-consideration was then put, and lost. 

On motion of Mr. Ward, * A Bill, supplementary to an act, 
entitled ‘An Act to divide the county of. Red River, and to ere- 
ate the counties of Bowie and Lamar," was taken up on its 9d. 
reading- u E 

Mr. Crisp moved its engrossment. i : 

The ayes and noes were called for, on the motion, and stood 
as follows : : 


Ayes— Messrs, Speaker, Caldwell, Crisp, Dial, Fields, Garza, 


- 
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taberi, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Hunter, Braches, Lewis, Feebles, 
Zennall, Portis, Potter, Robinson of S., Scurry, W alling, Ward 
and W illian 2s0n—9232. 

Noes—Messrs. Bower, Dennison, Grimes, Hagler, Hanover, 
Haynes, Matthews, Parker, Robinson of B., Warren and Whyte 
—-il. 

Carried, and bili ordered io be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Ward, rule suspended, bill read 3d time, 
and passed. : 

The Engrossing Committee made the following report: 


CowMiTTEE-hoow, ) 


January 9th, 1815. 4 


To the Bon. N.H. Darnell, 
Spear of the House of Representatives, 


The Commitiee on Engrossed Bills have examined “A Joint 

tasolution for the relief o? David G. Burnct;" also, 

&An Act supplementary to ‘An Act to adopt the common law 
of Engiand, to repeal ceriain Mexican laws, and to regulate the 
matrital rights of persons?" also, 

“A Bill tor the reiief of Texian Prisoners," and find the same 
eorrectiy engrossed. l 
iSigned! A. M. LEWIS, 

Chairman. 


i 


Wieck report was adopted. 
On motion ci Mr. Lewis, 6A Joint Resciution for the relief 
ei David G. Burnet,” was taken up, and read 3d time. 

The ayes and noes were calied for, on the final ]osuse of the 
will, and stood thus: 

Ayes—Alessrs, Caldwell, Cazneau, Dennison, F'ields, Garza, 
Hagicr, Halbert, Haynes, Hunter, Braches, Lewis, Matthew s, 
McLeod, Pennail, Portis, Potter, Robinson of B., Sherman and 
Warren—19. 

Noes—AMessrs, Speaker, Bower, Crisp, Dia!, Grimes, da add 
Hewitt, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Parker, Robinson of Bey Scurry, 
Sparks, Walling, Ward, Whyte and Wiliamson—1$, 

Carried, and Dil passed. 

Mr. Potter presented the petition of C. Chamberlain, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the Republic. 


» 


iu 


Mr. Williamson, by kus E sA Bill, better defin ning 
the northern boundary of Austin CoR: and the southern 
boundary of Washington county. z 

Read ist time. 

On motiom of Mr, Lewis, & A.Bill i divorce — persons 
therin named,” was taken up, and read a 2d time. 

Mr. Warren moved the previous question. 

. The question—«Shall the main question , be now put, ? was 
put and carried. 

The main question being the engrossment of the bill, the Reus 
and noes were called for, thereon, and stood thus : >, 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, 
Fields, Garza, Grimes, Hagler, Halbert, Haynes, Hodge, Lewis, i 
Matthews, McLeod, Milby, Peebles, Pennall; Sherman, ‘Sparks, 
Walling, Warren and Whyte—93. 

Noes—~Messrs. Bower; Caldwell, Hanoy. er, Hewitt, Hilf, 
Holmes, Hunter, Braches, Parker, Portis, Potter, Robinson of S., 
Scurry and Williamson—14. i 

Carried, and bill ordered to be Engrossed, à; 

Qn motion of Mr. Matthews, the House proceeded: to SERIE 
of the business on the Speaker's table, and to the 
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“A Bill to.establish - "S intercourse, and trading M 
with the Indians;": 

Read 3d time. l l 

Mr. Scurry moved to suspend the rule, id ' "order to offer an 
amendment. 

Lost. : ` 

The ayes and noes, being called for on the final: passage of . 
. the bill, stood as follows: 

Ayes. Messrs, Speaker, Bower, Caldwell,- Caen Dennison, 
- Dial, Grimes, Hagier, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hewitt, Hill, 
‘Hodge, Holmes, Braches, Lewis, ? Matthews, Milby,. Parker, Pen- 
nali, Potter, Robinson of S, Scurry, Sherman, Sparks, Walling, 
Warren and W illiamson— 29. 

Noes—Messrs. Cazneau, Fields, Garza, Hunter; Peebles 
Portis and Ward-— 7. 

Carried, and bill passed, 

On motion of Mr. Sherman, “A Bill, for the relief of Wea, 


Bryan,” was taken up, and read ist time. - 
ce ` 


ic 
sim 


sí Bill to exempt certain articles therein named from im- 
[est duties,” - 

Read 3d time. : 

( motion of Mr. Hb, 2 eali of the House was made—a 
quorum present l 

On notion of Air. Matthews, 
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T "illins - pe ed. iaef sank a M E 1 
Mr. Williama. moved te suspend the rule prohibiting 
ME hace yee SUD SEL TIRE LEE 
amenamenis to bilis on iheir 3d reading. 
Lost. 
"WE " P riis Dv M the "po in 
ARI. OF ome Ino VER &itwc prev ;ous qu Silo 
^ . Li LÀ 
‘Tne question, shall the main penc e now put, vos put 


wi: 

, Eower, Caldwell, Cazneau. Crisp, 
iledze, Hunter, 

2 ; es, Pennall, Poris, 

o oi B., Robirsoa of 5., Senrry, Sparks, Walling, 
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Noes— Messrs. Dennison. Fieids, Garze, Hagier, Haynes, 
Bil, Holmes, Braches, Lewis, Potier an ad Sherm ian—11. 

Ca zried, and bill pessed. 
Un motion of Mr. Dennison, * A Bill, to amend. An Aet, en- 


tn? 


titied an act, regulating saics by judgment or decrees of Probate 
Courts or Courts of Cunncery.’ wes taken up and question on its 
passage pending. . 

Mr. Williamson, moved to iay said Lidl cn the table. 


Lost wok 
arene 9 M - 

Mir. Warren. moveo tne 

Lg 2 21! 

[ne question, sia 


AGG Earned. 


s 9 
LÀ ® 2 
quctüon ie now put, was pni 


ryt est nn bony tr ESEE Pai i 

Phe main auestion being the passace of the bill. 
a glee eae tae eee E 1 a :- 
and mes wers caled rar fhereon and siocd az 


x aps Eower, Caldwell. Caznusau. Crisp, Dennison, 
Fie:ds, Garza, Grimes, Hagler, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, 
Hill. Hunier, Braches, Lewis, McLecd, Peebles, Portis, Potter, 
Seurry and Sherman—72. ; 
Ne es— Messrs, Speaker, Dial, Hewett, Hodge, Holmes, Mil- 
Parker, Pennail, Robinson of 8., Sp arks, Walling, Ward, 
Warren end Wiliamson.—14. 
Carried, and bill passed, 


i 
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On motion of Mr. Williamson, the motion to reconsider the 
vote rejecting ^A Bil, authorizing a further compensation to 
certain officers of the civil list,” was taken up, and 

The ayes and noes were called for on the re- -consideration 
and stood as follows: 

v amr Mie Speaker, Bower, Dial, Fields, Garza, Hagler, 
Hanover, Haynes, [N], Hunter, Bracks, Matthews, Milby, 
Peebles, Pennall, Porti is, Potter, Sherman, Walling, Ward, 
Warren and Williamson —92, 

Noes—Alessrs. Caidwell, Grimes, Halbert, Hodge, Holmes, 
Parker, Robinson of S. and Scurry—s. 

Carried, and vote re-considercd. 

Mr. Hill, offered the follwing amendment : 

e Be d fu river enacted, Tha all clerks in the various De- 
partme mis, Bureaux and Ofices at the seat of Government, 
shall be allowed in addition to the compensation already allow- 
ed them for the year 1312, the sum of $23 dollars per month in 
Isxcheguer bills.” 

Adopted. i 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the vote adopting the above 

amendment was re-considercd, — 

Mr. Darnell, offered the following amendment: 

After the word “offices” insert “except Custon House Clerks.” 

Adopted. ; 

Nr. W iliamson, moved the engrossment of the bill. 

The aves and noes were cailed for thereon, and stood as 
follows : 

Ayes— Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, 
Fields, Garza, Hagler, Hanover, Haynes, Hill, Braches; Lewis, 
Matthews, McLeod, Milby, Parker, Peel sles, Pennall, 1, Portis, 
Potter Robins on of B., Wali Hing, Ward, Warren and Willian 
Son —960. 

Noes—-Messrs. Caidwel!, Grimes, Halbert, Holmes, Hunter, 
Rob inson of f s. and se ury—7. 

Carried, and bili ordered to be engrossed. “ 

On motion of Mr. Dennison, rule suspended, bill read 3d 
time and passed. : 

A message was received from the Scnate, informing the 
House of the Ug of # A Bill, ior the relief of Anson Jones.” 

Also, 6A Dill fur the relief of Sammel Whiting,” and insist 
on their amendment to “A Bul, to extend to Chief Justices and 
associalg Justices, the authority to issue certificates of head- 
rights to emigrants.” and have appointed a Committee of Cun- 
ference, thereon, and re equest the appointment of a like Commit- 
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tee on the part of the House, and kave rejected. the amendment 
of the House to * A Bill, toexempt certain articles fherein named 
from inpost duties.” 


Ou: motion of Mr. Portis, the House adjourned until 3 o'clock 
P.M. 


3 o'clock, P. M. 


The House met—roll calied— quoram present. 

. The House proceeded to business. . 

Mr. Williamson, by leave introduced “A Bill, to secure the 
archives, books, papers and stationary, belonging to the Repub- 
lic of Texas. 

Read 1st time. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, “A Bill, to re-organize the Ist, 2d, ` 
Ati, 5th and Gti Judiciai Districts, " was taken üp, and amend- 
ments of the Committee on the Judiciary y adopted. 

Mr. Portis, otiered a substitute for the 2d section. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Caznean, the bill was laid on the table. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the . 
Horse of the eonenrénee of the Senate in the amendments of 
the Honse, to * A Bill, to establish friendiy relations with certain 
Indian tribes, and for the maintainance of peace. 

Mr. Grimes, offered the following resolution : i 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the House of Represent- - 
atives. be, and he is hereby required to pay -uuto Thrusion M. 
'Tayior and J. F. Stephens, the sum of — dollars each, 
for ten days attendence as witnesses before the Naval Committee, 
as per eertrfiesto of the Chairman, io be paid them out of ‘the 
contingent appiopriations for the expeises of the seventh - 
‘Congress. 

On motion of Mr. Grimes, the blank was filled ith “thirty, di 
and resolution adopted. 

Oa motion of Mr. Fields, the House then proceeded io dis- 
pose of the business on the Speakers table, and to the 


ORDERS OF THE.DAY. 


EA ^ 


S. BEEN JJ eR 


'A Committe of Conference made the following report : 
"E .' Commirrse-Room, 
January lith, 1883. 


+ 


To the Hon. N. H. Darnell, 
| Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


LI 
& 


.- The Committee- of. Confefénao appointed to confer upon the 


difference between the two Houses, on an amendment to “A 
Bill, to,be entitled An Act, supplementary to an act, making 


` appropriations for the support of Government, for the year 1843.’ m 


+ 


having taking the subject under consideration, a majority have 
agreeri to recommend that the House of Representatives recede 


from their disagreement so far as relates to the appropriation for 


the arrearages ~ due the members of the sixth Congress, at the: 
extra session. And that-the honorable Senate shall recede, so 
far, as relates to the compensation ot members of ihe seventh 
Congress, and therefore recommend that the section proposed 
by the Senate be amended, by “striking out nine thousand," 
and inserting “three thousand seven hundred and fifty one,” 
and strike out all the section after “ 1842.” 


(signed) . ' J. A. GREER, 
_ Chairman, on the part of the Senate. 
` (signed) . - G, W. HILL, 


i E Chairman, on the part of the House. 


Mr. Hil moved to lay the bili and report on the table. 
Lost. 


‘The ayes and noes being called for on the adoption of the 
report, s stood as follows: l 

rE Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, Crisp, Degnigon 
Dial, Garza, Hagler, Haynes, Hewitt, Hodge, Braches Mosis 
Matthews, Parker, Pennall, Portis,. Sherman, We falling and 
Williamson—29. : : 


Noes—Messts. Cazneau, Fields, Grimes, Halbert, Hanover, 


, Hill, Holmes, Hunter; -MeLe od, Milby, Peebl es, Poiter, Robin- | 


son of B., Robinson of S , Scurry, us Ward, Warren and 
Whyte—19: 


Carried, and report adopted. 

A messege was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage, wilh amendments, of “A Bill, directing 
the auditing of the claims for carrying the mail for the. year 


1811; also, 


SA Bil to incorporate the Galvéston Orphan Friend Society;" 
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and eoneur in the amendment of the House, to “A Bill to regu- 
late sales by judgment or decree of a Probate Court, or Court 
of Chancery;” and refuse to concur in the amendmenis-of the 
House, to “A Joint Resolution for the relief of Minute-men.” 
A message was received from the President, through his Pri- 
vate Secretary, Mre W.D. Miller; which was, on. motion of 
Mr. Williamson, taken up and read as follows :- 


E 


Executive DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, Jan. 11, 1843. 


To the Honorable, the House of Representatives: 


* 


r 
to tue imprisonment of Antonio Navarro, in Lhiexieo, and the 
measures adopted for liis relvase, Ec. ; 

Tihe resolution is the first oficial announcement that the Ex- 
ecutive has ever been favored wita, of the fact, that the subject 
of this inquiry is retained asa prisoner in Mexico. [lis regrets 
in reference tu the disastrous expedition wijen led to it, have 
boen expressed in various communications, made at different 
times, which are herewith enclosed, marked Nos, 1, 2 and 3; 
and whieh embrace his public correspondence on the subject. 

it will be remembered that Congress has never authorized 
the Éixecutive to adopt any measures, either for the release of 

he prisoners, or ever made any provision for them, Inasmuch 

asthe late Isxeciiive was unanthorized to fit out the expedi- 
tion, the present Iijxeeutive did nct feel himself justified in 
placing tie country in greater involvment by adopting any 
incasure, bat such as Lis dcfined powers would sanction. 

Wo. 9, will show that the Izxecutive, so far as he did inter- 
fere, acted cs an individual, without embarrassment to the Go- 
vernment; and if his efforts contributed, at all, to the release 
of the prisoners, he derived sufficient gratification from the fact, 
without promulgating to the world, the means by~which it was 
eifected, He has not taken any step, nor has he had any cer- 
respondence, of an official character, with the Mexican Govern- 
meat, since the capture of the Santa Fe expedition. The rela- 
tions between 33exico and Texas, have not been of such a cast 
as wouid justify any propositions on the part of the latter. ‘The 
Eizecutive bas not tbe vanity to believe, after the rejection ot 
two Havoys Extraordinary and Ministers Plenipotentiary, and 


7 
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the indigilities heaped upon our nation, that Santa Anna-would 
have been disposed to conduct a correspondence of a very ami- 
cable character. Therefore, he bas not essayed io invite the 
consideration of that Government, to the affairs of Texas. . 

The Executive ‘seriously deplores the misfortune of our fel- 
low-citizen ; and if the honorable Congress will suggest any 
means by whieh his sufferings can be alleviated, or his restora- 
tion to liberty procured, he will not ‘delay, one moment, in the 
execution of the plan. He has never had a dollar at his com- 
mand, for any purpose connected with thé Santa Fe prisoners; 
nor has he ever been notified where Mir. Navarro is incarcerated, 
or that he has not been liberated, i 

Had the individual, who was iu corporal-command of the expe- 
dition, on his return to the Republie, thought proper to.have re- 
ported to the Government the result of the expedition, it would 
have presented, at once, in the records of the proper department, 
the number of. those who returned, the number of, deaths, and 
the number and names of absentees, and the cause of absence, 
and necessarily have apprised the Executive of the condition of 
. Antonio Navarro. Owing to this delinquency, the Government 
remains without any official intelligence; aid could only be 
dependent upon rumor for any facts which it might desire to 
obtain, and which would be necessary for its action. Had the 
individual, whose duty it was, reported every fact, the records 
of the country would have been more complete; and the narra- 
tive would have furnished data which might have proved useful 
to the country, if it were possible that a similar expedition should 
ever again be contemplated : thongh it is presunied, that while 
the recollection of the recent adventure remains, the Gcvern- 
ment wilt neither project nor carry out a similar scheme. 

No rational being could suppose that, for this Government to 
attempt, by any direct means, the procurement of the prisoners 
release, it would add to the rigor of his confinement; ‘and, in all 
human probability, ensure his destruction. 

Whatever can be properly done by the Executive, for the 
mitigation or alleviation of his sufferings, or those of our other 
valued citizens taken at Bexar, will claim his earnest attention; 
for he would think poorly of himself, if he did not cherish the 
most ardent desires for their release, and employ every proper 
means for their safety and liberation, 

'SAM. HOUSTON: 


On motion of Mr. Williamson, the above message was laid 
en the table until to-morrow morning. ‘ 


J > 
4 
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The'Engrossing Committee made the following repòrt: 


* 
a t 
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, “House. or REruRPENTAYIVER it 
: i January Lith, 1843. 4 


To the Hon. N. H. Darnell, AN 
S Speaker of the Hous se of Representatives, ` 


The Games on Engrossed Bills have examined «A Bil I; 
to authorize the President to bring the: Cherokee lands inte 
market,” and find the same correctly engrossed. ` | 


l Signed) HIRAM HANOVER,, 
One of the Committes, 


Which report was adopted. 


* 


Mr. Crisp moved to take ùp the Cherokee bill. 

Lost. 

Mr. Grimes.moved the House- adjourn until 10 o'cloek tos 
morrow morning. 

Lost. 

Mr. Robinson, of B., moved the House adjourn until half 
afier 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. ` 

‘Lost. . 

Mr. Crisp moved to re-consider the vote rejecting “A Bill, to 
alter the time and place of holding the Supreme Court.” 

On motion of ir. Robinson, of B.; said motion was laid on 
the tabie until to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Sentry moved the House adjourn until 7 o ‘clock P.M. ,. 

Mr. Robinson, of B., moved the House ou until 10 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the Honse adjourned 
until half afier 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


t 


LI 


TucnspaY, Jan. 12th, 10 A. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

.The roll being called the following ‘embers answered to 
their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Cald we oll, Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison, 
Dial, Garza, Grimes, , Hagler, Hanover, Haynes, Hewitt, Hill, 
Hodge, Holmes, Braches; Matthews, Milby; Parker, Peebles, 
Portis, Robinson of B., Robinsonof S.; Scurry, Sparks, W alling, 
Ward, Warren, Whyte and Williamson, 

A quorum being present—the Journals of the preceding day 
‘were read and adopted. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
llouse of the passage of * A Bill, to authorize the County Conris 
of Brazoria and Galveston, to raise a revenue by licence on pub- 
de ferries,” also, 

«A Bil, in relation to Clerks and Sheriffs fees,” also, 

wA Joint Resolution, proposing ameudments to the constitu- 
tion of the Repeblic.” 

Me Parker, moved to amend the 3ournal of yesterday by in- 

serting the following: 

Mr. Lewis, moved to reconsider the vote rejecting “A Bill 
. to remove the archivcs of the R epublic of Texas.” 

The ayes and noes were celled for, om the motion, and stood, 

as follows 

Ayes—Messrs, Speaker, Dial, Gtimes, Hanover, Hewitt, 
Hill, Lewis, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, Robinson of S. Scurry, 
Spe rks, Walling, Ward, Warren, W uyte end Will liamson—18. 

Noes— Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Crisp. Dennison; 
Fields, Garza, Hagler, Halbert, Haynes, Hodge, Holmes, Hun- 
ter, Braches, "Matthews, McLeod, Milby, Fortis, „Potter, Robin- 
son of B., and Shermar—91. B 

Lost, and the journal was then adopted. 

The Commitice on Public La ands, M. W. Matthews, Ch ajr- 
inan, to whom was referred “A Bill, to prov jde for the more 
cértain collection of direct taxes upon land ;' ' reported the same 
back to the House with an amendment, and recommended its 
passage, 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

Mr. Scurry, offered the following resolution: . 
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The ayes acd noes were called for on the motion and stood 
thus: 

a beater ds SES. Spea ker, Dial, Grimes, Hill, Holmes, McLeod, 
Robinson of 5 , Scurry 7, Sparks, Valling, Warren and William- 
son—11. 

Noes— ‘Messrs. Bower, Cazneau, Dennison, Garza, Hagler, 


Halbert, Hanover, H: Pe iiodge, Hunter , Braches, Matthews, 
a! P4 Tes 
t 
Parker, Portis and VW 15. 
Mr. Parsez, cont aod his remaris. i 


Mr. E Potter, a ar Hem to à questio of order. 

Mr. Hil, in the Chair, d ecided that Mr. Parker was in order, 
as the motion to reconsider was datable, 

Mr. Potter, appealed from the decision of tho' Chair. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson, of S., a call of the House was 
made, ., 

‘ir. Portis, moved to sussend a further call cf the House. 

Lost. 

Air. Sparks, moved the Houss adjourn until 3 o'elack, P. M. 

Lost. _ 

"There being a full House, a farther call was suspended. 

On motion of s E wry, aeall of the Hone was again 
made, Ail the mem s being present a further call was sus- 
pended, 

i question, shall the Chair be sustained in its decision x 
then put, and 

UT he ayes and noes were called ior thereon, and stood as fol- _ 
lows. 

E dte Spe 


1 


LAEN s MEM Hewitt, Hit, Holmes, 


t eli 
do ary, Sparks, VW al aa 


Noes—Slessr:. Bower, Caída gall Cazseau, Crisp, Dennison, 
Fields, Garza, Macer, Hilbert, Honov rer, Haynes, Hodge, Han- 
ter, Draenes, Lowis, Matthews, MeLeod, Portis, Potter and 
Shermon--Zi. 

Appeal sustained, 

Mr. Sparks, moved the House adiourn until Monday morning 
10 glock: Lost. 

Mr. Spar? ks, moved the House adjourn until Monday morn- 
ing 8 o'ciock, P . Al. Lost. " 

br. Scurry moved the House adjourn until 3 o’clock P. M. 

Losi. E 

Mr, Sparks, moved the Honse adjourn until 9 o'clozk to-mor- 
row morning. 
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The ayes and noes were called for an the motion and stood 
thas: 

Ayes— Messrs. Speaker, Dial, Parker, Peebles, Robinson of S., 
Scurry, Sparks, Walling and Warren—9. ^ 
. Noes—Messrs. Bower, Caldwell Cazneau. Crisp, Fields, 
Garza, Grimes, Haigler,. Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hewitt, 
Hiii- Hodge, Holmes, Hunter, Braeéhes, Lewis, M. atthew 
MeLecd, Milby, Pennal, Portis, Potter , Robinson of B. Sher- 
men, Ward, Whrie and Wi illiamson—28, 

Lost. 

Afr. Robinson of B., contended that any motion to adjourn 
Sor a longer time than 3 o'clock P. M. was out of order, that 
time having been put, and lost. 

Air. Hil, in the Chair, decided otherwise. 

Mr. Robinson of B., appealed from the decision of the Chair, 
and the House su stained the appeal. - 

Mr. Robinson of 8.. moved the House adjourn until 3 o'clock 


EN 


29. M. | 


es—} . Caldwell, € Cazneau, , Cris sp, Dennison, 
Fields. Garza, Hoster. die anover, Haynes, , Hodge, Hunter, 


a 


jracucs, Lewis, Matthews, MeLeod, ! Doris S, Potter Robinson of 
B. and Sherman —21. . 

Noes—Slessrs. Epsaker. Dial. Grimes, Halbert, Hewitt, 
Hoimss, Milby., Parker, Peebles. Robtinsun of S., Seurry. 
Sparks, Walling. Ward, Warrer and Williamson 10. 

Carriad. end bill passed. . 

A message was reseived from the Senate, informing the 
Tiouse of tho rejection of “A DBH, to organize the county of 
Borne.” 

Mr. Porus, ai are the following resoly ation : : 

"UPReeivlg. That with the concurence of the pena ate, the two 
fiousos of Congress, will go into an election of Major General, 
on *uturiuz the Lad inst,” 

Lil on the tabie one day for eousidoration. 

Mr. Lewis, moved to take up the motion to reconsider the 


Ww 
wate releet? us “A Dii, to alter the time and place cf hoidiug the 
Supreme Court. 


On notion » Mr. Crisp. the House adjourned until half past 
2o4oeck ` 
duro a b SEA 


* 


LJ 


^ 


* 


š im. Tu , 
Half post 2 o'clock. 


The Housé met—roll catled—quorum present. 

The House proceeded -to business. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, the motion of Mr. Lews, to take up 
the motion to re-consider the vote rejecting “A Bill, to alter the 
time and place cf holding the Supreme Court,” was'laid on the 
table. i . . 

A message was received from the Senate, ‘informing ithe 
House’ of the adoption of the report of the Committee of confer- 
ence on “Å Dill, supplementary to an act, making appropria- 
tions for tlie support of Government for the year 1843.7 

On motion of Mr. Hunter, a Committee of conference was 
appointed on «A Bill, to authorize the Chief Justices and asso- 
eiate Justices, to issue certificates of head-rights to emigrants,” 
consisting of Messrs. Hewitt, Walling, Peebles, Halbert and, 
E . 


* 


Th he Committee on Foreign Relations, made the following 


report : ; ' 
CoxMrrTbE-Ró0w; 
. January 12th, 1845. . t 
y the Hon. N. H. Darnell, x 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


The Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom was referred 
‘a communication from the Secretary of Siate, with accompany- 
ing documents from Joseph Hume Esq., member of the British 
Parliament, presenting in the name of Mr. Hime to this House a 
series of printed .eports on the poor laws of England, and a 
large number ‘of printed parliamentary papers, have the honor 
to report the following resolutions, Tor the consideration of the 
: House: 

ist. “Resolved, That the thanks of ihis House be | lo 
Joseph Hume Esq. ., member of the British Parliament, for his 
very kind and liberal donation to the library of Congress, of 
copies of the printed reports made to Parliament, on the subject 
of the * Poor Laws of Great Britain," and a very valuable col- 
lection of printed parliamentary papers, j : 

2d. Resolved, That this House have seen with great pleasure, 
the exertions which have been made by Mr. Hujne, in favor of 
^ Free Trade,” and congratulate him upon the results which 
are likely to follow, in th te future promotion of the welfare of the 


s 


eiviizod world, by the opement of fects, in relation to this 
interesting subject, by him. 
be Honorable tae Speaker, cause a copy 


o o 
of tits resolution to be forwarded tuto ;igh the Department cf 


Ma 
ry 
"Ya 
d 
SM 
` 
af 
er 
en 
o> 


we 


Signed} T. ROBINSON, 


> Chairman. 
Report, and resolution adopted. 

The Committee on Earolied Bis, L Parker. Chairman, re- 
ported, ihat they ka id examined and iound correct, the folowing 
bids. ] 

A BEL tobe entitlei “An Aci, to amend an act, to incor rpor- 
ate the city cfi He "ustou, a and ciher cities therein named;" a 1805 


H 
', to incorporate the Mat 
Caney A vigati ion n Comp. LHyY P? also, 
A BSL to be entitled “iun Act, supp:ementary to an act, to 


* 


* og nm H M 
rendniont lund eertijentes, aad v provide for the issuing 


tagorda 


ut 
* ?*k* LIB ae £ 1 
of patents to legal ciuimünite:; a 
B37 iani + - 
Á Sii, to ba entiticd * An Act, to incorporate.the Gaiveston 


^a $ 


s rend $ : 
to be entitled ^ An Act. to author 


int 
society 


te 
di 
J, 
5 
JES 
kW 


^. 

P 
e 
kasd 


id, iz3 the County Courts 
cf Brazoria and Galveston, to raise a revenue by license on pub- 
lic $erric 8 ;" "also, 

A X, fo be entitled in Act, for the protection of the sea 
coast ;’ the same having been signed by the Sneaker of the 
House, and President cf the Senate, was presented this day to 


H > VO t 
Which report was adonted. 
The seint Commutoe on Publie Printing mace the following 
ronori y 
CowxMrrTEr-ÍUvox, ? 
Jan. 12:h, 1843, $ 
Ty the Pr eden. ef the nge ` 
GRE Sveri ker of the Yiouse of B: presentatives. 


* 


Your Joint Committee on. Pabiie Printing, beg leave io sub- 
mit the c accompanying propositions for printing "the Laws and 
lourvais of the seventh Congress, and recommend that the two 
Houses of Congress go’ into an election for Publie Pri inter, on 
Friday the 18th iust. at 2 oclocloek P. M. 

` (Signed) G. A, PAT TILLO, 
Chairman on the part of the Senate. 

(Signed) M. WARD, Jr. 
Chairman on the part of the House. 


981 Í ] 


[3 
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On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the above report was laid 
on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Fields, A Bill, for the relief of Texian 
prisoners captured by Mexicans in the year 1912,” was taken 
up, and read 3d time, 

‘The ayes and noes ‘being called for on the final passage of 
the bill, stood. as follows: 

Ayes— Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Fields, Garza, Halbert, 
Hanover, Haynes, Hodge, Hunter, ' Braches, Matthews, Portis, 
Robinson of B., Robinson of 8, W alling, wW hyte and Wiliam- 
son—17. 

Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Grimes, Hewitt, Hill, Holmes, 

Milby, Parker, Pennalf, Scurry, Sparks and Ward-~12, 

. Carried, ‘and bill passed. 

Alr. Portis, by leave introduced “A Joint Ressidtion; to au- 
thorize the Commissioner of ‘General Land- office, to open the 
General Land-office.? 

Read Ist time. 

Mr. Portis moved to suspend the rule. 

Lost. 

Mr. Hanover, moved to take up “A Bill, to organize the 
militia of Brazos and Robertson counties.” 

Lost  . i 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., A Bill, modifying “ An 
Aci, granting laud to emigrants,” was taken up and read 2d 
ume, 

Mr. Robinson of B., offered the following amendment to the 
first section : 

Insert afier the word # Representatives,” € of the Republic of 
Texas.” 

Adopted. | 

On motion of Mr. Hunter, the word * seven" was striken 
' out; and, 

On motion of Mr, Robinson of B., * five? was inserted. 

-Mr. Scurry, moved to stiike out * the preamble.” 

Lost. 

Mr. Williamson, moved to insert the words “ provided the 
Cherokee lands be exempt from the provisions of this act.”* 

The ayes and noes were called for thereon, and stood as 
follows: 

Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Dennison, Dial, Fields, Garza, 
Grimes, Halbert, Hanover, Hill, Hodge, Holmes, " Hunter, 
Lewis, Matthews, McLeod, Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, 
Portis, Potter, Robinson of B, R obinson of S, Scurry, Sherman, 


£ 


ay. 
oe . 
* 


sparks, Walling, Ward. Warren, Whyte and Wiliiamson —3i, 
| Noos—-Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Crisp, Hun Haynes 
and e D 
Carried. and amendment adopted. 
The ayes and noes were called ior on passing the bill-toa 
t ding, and stood as follows: ears 
Aves—AMessrs. Speaker, Bower, Cazneau, Dennison, Dial. 
Fields, Garza, Grimes, fea i, Hanover, 5 Haynes, Hill, Hodge. 
Holmes, Hunter, Braches, Lewis, Matthe , MeLeod, Portis, 
Potter, Robinson of B., Sherman and W co 1. 
Noes—Messrs. Tapi Halbert, Muby, Parker, Peebles, Pen- 
nai, Robinson of S., Scurry, Sparks, W aling, w arren, Whyte 
nd W e , 
Ca arried, ond biii m es &odr SE : 
On motion of Mr. Matthews, © A Pul to incorporate the 
Texian Emigration, Agricu Uti aud Commercial Cor ompany, n 
was taken NH n end rend 2d time. | 
, On motion of Mr. Hunter, the words 8 or in notes of speziz 
ng banks." was stri Een out, 


E 


mn 
1 


x 
p* fx Rey 
Mr. Wiidanison, moved to amend by luserting tie. following; 
3 $ 
a Prorided. The € irerekee lands be exempt irom the urevis- 
ions of this act.” A 
A tee] mS 
Adopted, 


$ io. i Y*; 713 ^ i = ro 

Mr. Hagler. moved the previous question. 
: esti £ eh 5 : adus - 
The question — hail the main question be now put,” was 


~ 


" =} 
inn earried. 


nu . ; 
E xx wate Mw 2l. - ` ra the BU € 1 
The main question being the passage of the bill, to agd 
rendiuz: 
zi ie ~ z - 13 A x *3 > 
The eaves and noes were called for, thereon. and stood thus: 
ji 7 Beara ^3 - "I s > 
Ayes— Messrs, Bower, Caidwe:l, Cazneau, Dennison, Fielde 
ALY S * 3 , $ edds 
fe imes. Braehes, Matthews: McLeod, Portis, Po 
ae er, RHoinies. aches, Mathews, McLeod, Portis, Pouer 


aud Sherman—13. 

Noes— Messrs, Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Halbert, Har 
over. Haynes, a Hunter, Lewi is, Parke T, Peebles, Pennal 
Robinson of N, Scurry, Walling, Ward, W arreu, Whyte and 
Wiiliamson—-24. . 

Lost, end bii rejected, ` . 

Mr, Parker, moved to take up “A Bill, to provide for taking 
the census of the Republic.” 

On motion of Mr. Fieid, said motion was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Hunter, the House went into secret session. 

After-some time spent therein the doors were again opened, 

On motion of Mr. Crisp, Mr. Hodge was granted leave at 
absence for five days. 


ES 


> * 


"A message was received from the Senaté, informing ‘the 


House of the passage, witli an amendment, of “A Bill, for the 
relief of Texian priseners, captured by the Mexicans in the year 


1512; and, . 


Adopted the amendments of the House to * A Bill, directing 
the auditing of tie claims, for carrying the mall for the e year 


Adopted the renorict the Joint Senge Conuniuce, wich an 
amendment. ` (t 

Qa motieB ez Cn VE. a moti fe pho 5 Ruy 
vete roloU0ng 82 Tiit > ES 
grants, waf ta 
— PLe ayes an: 005 5. bI 
and stood es fe: ao F "- i : ' 

Ayes— Messeis. Dower, Cl wo Uizoeeg, Cusp, Deunibon 
H:gier, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hedge, Hi mer, Brach es, 
Matthews, MeLeod, Passer, Portis, Robinson cf B. VWalling 
Ward and Wiamson—zü. 0. 7 

nos Mes surs. Speaker, Grimes, Hill, Holmes, Lewis, Milby, 

Pepnali, Ros ‘inson of S. Seurry, Sherman, . Sparks, Warrer 


and Whyte—12, 

Conied. ana vote reconsidered 

Ai. Hid, moved to lay the bill en the table until Mon-: 
jay next. ` 

Lost. 

On motion of Wr. Hunter the bill was- Tai d on the table until 
il © Clack to-morrow. 

' Mr. Parker, moved to take-up 5€ EA Bill, to reorgahize the ‘Ist, 
2d. 3d, Sth and Gth Judicial Districts.” 

. Mr. Robinson of B., moved the House edjeurn until 10 
= “clock to-morrow morning. 

Lost. . 

Mr. Robinson of B., moved the House adjourn until 9 o'clock . 
to-morrow morning. m 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Robinson of B., the House adjourned until 
2 quarter after 9 o'clock to morrow morning. , 
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Aves—Mesora, Caldwell, Cazneau, Fields, Hagler, Braches, 
“MeLeod. Milby, Peebles, Portis; Potter, Robinson of S, Seurry, 
Ward, Wanen and W byte—15. 

Nces— Messrs. Speaker, Bower, p Deanison, Dial, 
Grimes, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hill, Holmes, Hunter, 
Lewis, Matthews, Peanall, Sherman, W. alling and William- 
son--18. 

Lost, 4nd bili rejected, 

Mr. Hanover, moved to re-consider the vote rejecting «A Bill, 
to incorpofáte g the Texian Emigration, Agricultural and C om- 
mercial Company.” 

On motion of Mr. Potier, said motion was laid on the table 
uniil 3 o'clock P. M. : 

Mz, Potter, moved to take up a motion to re-consider the vote 
reposting “A BiR, to alter the time and place cf holding the 
Supreme Court. 

C a motion of Mr. Lewis, acall af the Honse was made. 

Oa motion of Mr. Scurry, a further call of the House was sus- 
pended. 

Qn motion cf Mr. Dennison, a cail of the s. was again 
made, a quorum present, on motion a furthercall Was suspended. 

‘The aves and noes were then called for oñ the motion to take 

ip the motion to re-consider the vote rejecting “A Bill, to alter 
iie time aud place of holding the Supreme Court,” and stood 
thus: 

Ayes— Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Dennison, Fields, 
Garza, Hazle . Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hunter, Praches, 
MeLo. d, Milby, Peebles, Portis, Patter, “Robinson of B., Sher- 
inan, W ard, Warren and Whyie—22. 

Noes— Messrs, Speaker, Crisp, Dial. Grimes, Hill, Hewett, 
Holmes, Posts Matthews, Parker, Pennall, Robinson of S., 
Scurry, Sparks, Wailing, and pean M 

Carried, and motion taken up. 

The ayes and nces were called for on the re-consideration 
and stood as follows: 

Ayes— Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Dennison, Fields, 
Garza, Hagler, Halbert. Haynes, Hunter, Braches, MeLeod, 
Milby, Prell ies, Portis, Potter, Robinson of B., Sherman, W ard 
and Warren—20, 

Aoes— Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, Hew- 
itt, Lill, Holmes, Levis. Matthews, Parker, Penuall, Robinson 
of S. Scurry , Sparks, Walling, Whyte and W 'illiamson—18. 

Carried, rotè re-considered, ‘and bill passed to a Jd reading. 

A message was received from the S:nate, informing the 


so 


236 
` House oi the passage of “A Bill, to exempt - from execution and 
Jorced sales the property of certain persons ;" also, 

to authorize the return of fieid notes and surveys, 
ner pt urposes;" also, 

‘A Joint Resolution, to distribute the Laws and Journals;” 


« 
* 


+ A Bill, to allow the several District Clerks of the Repubtic, 


cuc py otp Re x . 
to issue writsofseqnestation;" and : 
FDh ncn a sta cs BP : à » " 
Vina amenaments “ A Bil, ts organize the county of Burnet, 
ior Jacicial purposzs; and : 
T ME Y n a, un £ Hd Sti - hes 
8 4 SU. for the reuefof A. B, Shelby. 


c ae 
-obinson of S. meved to take up “A Bii, to exempt 
rartielcs en aed frama irinost duties,’ with an 
1 : t ' 


- The Speaker a ilie motion out of order. 
Ts Qn ag> i zi 1 HS nip 
AMr.fSeurre, appealed from the decision of the Chair. 
Tr É z aaa ta — 
On motion of Mr. Putter, a call of the House was made—a 


E 


e 


i 
The ayes and noes were then caled ior on the appeal, aud 
stood m ES i : 
Ayves-—tessrs. Speaker, D wer, C'aznean, TEA rt jeids, 
Garza, Grimes, 'liagier, Wem icnoves, Haynes, ' Hill,. 
imes, Hunter, Braches, Milby, Potier, Rubins son ot D., Sker- 


Nogs-—liessrs, Crisp, Dial, Lewis, Matthews, McLeod, 
erken Pa bies, Pernin Pords, Rebinson of S, Seucry, 
vine, Ward and Whyte--15. 

e Chair was snatgined in its deeision. ` , : 
A mesage Wes rugelved Irwin the Senate, informing the 


House, ^. t. ER Cs of € A EIL lise E s-seion, and have 
epposicd a Coinsutice cf Cenirenuce oa “A B Bill, passed in 
soridi SO n à . : 

Mr. Robinson of S., moved to suspend the rule reauiring mo- 
iious for the reconsideration of 2 vote to be made within twenty 


a 


fonr Lours. ‘Lost. 
Mr. MotthLews, by leave introduced eA Juiut Resolution, 
ex rempitug certain artici es irem impost duties.” Read 1s! time. 
Mr. Williamson, moved to appoint a Committee of Conference 
on ^A Bil, to exempt certam articles therein named from 


= 
Tanta 2 * 
E 


Loos Me Wed ee L : : ; P 

- aln Warreli in the Chair decided the nition out of order. 
On imotion of Mr. Cazneau, the ney was re-Considered, sus- 

fais te TRY in its decision relative to taking up, “A Bill, 


o 


237 : 
exempting certain articles therein names from impost duties. sd 
Mr. Petter, moved the House adjourn until 3 o ‘clock P. M. 
Lost." ^"' 
On motion of.Mr. Dennison, «4 Bill, for the relief of Bexar . 
county," was taken up; and - 5 
Read ist time. : ^ 


- * T 5 


The Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the following report:. 
Hovsr or REPRESENTATIVES, 

l January 13th, 1513. 4 
To the Hon. N. H. Darnell, i l l l 
Speaker of the House of Representativzs. : 

The Cominittee on Enrolled Bills, have examined “An Act, 
| supplementary toan act, making appropriations for the support 


"OE the Government for 1813; A also, 


“An Act, directing the auditing of'the claims for carrying. 
the mail for the years 1841 and 1812," and find them. correctly 
enrolled, said bills having been signed-by the Speakér of the 
the House, aud President of the Senate, was this day presented 
to his Excellency the President forjhis approval. 

[Signed], . "ISAAC PARKER, 
; Chairman: 

Report adopted. ý í 

4 

Mr. Williamson, moved tọ take up & A Bill, to exempt cer- 
fain articles therein named from impost duties.” 

Mr. Fields, moved to lay the moticn on the table. 

The ayes and noes were called for thereon, and stood as. 
tuliows, to wit: 

Aves—Messrs, Dennison, Fields, Garza, Halbert, ‘Haynes, 
Hill, Holmes, He unter, Braches, Milby, Potter, Robinsoni of D., 
Sherman au d Mp rA 

Noes—Mes Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Dial, Gane, 
Hagler, Bu. Lewis, Matthews, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, 
Portis, ‘Robinson ‘of S., Scurry, Sparks, NUBE, W ard 2 te 
and W illiamson—320. - 

Motion Lost. 

Mr. Williamson, then withdrew his motion to také up said 
biil ; and 

On motion, ot Mr. Williamson, a Committee of Conference 

"as . appoiuted on said bill, consisting of Messrs. Williamson, 
Matihews, Whyte, Warren and Dennison. : 


* * 
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Qo taatien of Ain Parker, ats. Bil, to organize the county of 


Barn siut Judicial purposes,” was taken up, and amendaients of 
ine Senate, adapted. ; 

Oa motion of M Cazneau, “A Bill, to amend existing laws 
in relation to preceedings in Courts of Probate,” was taken UD; 


ead 3 time ? ii pas-ed, 

Qa motion of Mr. Fields, “A Bill for the relief of Texian 
prisoners captured by the Mexicans In 1542," was taken up 
nnd amendments of the Senate adopted. 

Qa mation of Mr. Williamson 5 A bill, to amend the Judicia- 
r7 Laws,” was taken up, on is Y xi b s. 

On motion of Mr, Seurry, the Sd and Ath sections were strick- 
eg out, aud bill ordered to be ae 

On motion of Mr. Potter, ruie suspended and bil read 3d. 


tino 


"m 


* 
[4 
ar 
ii 


esha PP m 
rp wer rr 4 v^. ec EY ** E m r 
The aves and noes being called for on the final passage of 
Li s à 
i2 bil, sood as fellows: 


T 


ARS eset d f K na dr Dennison, lal, 


* 


X EUN Ww arren dud Y M dE 
Nu:S— Messrs, Caidwel], Cuzneau, Pilds, Garza, Lagi 
ENS 3 Dh } 3 4 wc 


Hanover, Mauhews, Müby and Portis--Q. 

COH and bul passed. 

On metion of Mr Cazncau, SA Bil for the relief of purchas- 
eis of 4 stin eity and out lots? ? was taken up; aud 

head Ist ae 

Gn motion, ruc suspended, and bill read Qd and $3 times, 


ui by eave, Ti Hd * A BHL supple mentary to the 
e. tad wise a revenue by direct taxation,’ 


Resad a Ist Ume. 

Da motion, rie suspended, and Lil! read 2d time. 

Dir. Putter moved a further suspension of the therul je, 

Ga moien of Mr. Crisp, the Hause adiourued antl 3 ovieek 


es `a y 5. -0 
e E iL Ea P, wile 


ry RI a ` 

Pune Fiouce mot—rol] cealed—mornn present, 

ren i E T 

Fas Here pue aa to business. 

s HEFEIN tte, - Av Mes zh 7 

7 bib, sippcmentary to the several acis to raise a revenue 
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by diteci taxation," was under consideration. when the Touss 
adjourned. 

‘The motion to suspend the rule was put, and lost. 

Mr. Hunter, moved the engrossment of the LHL 

Mr. Williamson, moved to lay the bill on the table. Leet. 

‘The ayes and noes were then called for, on the engrossment, 
and stood thus : 

Ayes—Mossrs. Speaker, Bower, Crisp, Fields, Halbert, Hax- 
over, Hunter, Lewis, Mitby, Pennall, Portis, Waid aud 

vy hyte -—]3. 

Noes—-Messrs, Cazneau, Dial, Grimes, Haynes, Holmes, 
^aches, Matthews, McLeod, P: wker, Peebles, Robinson of $$., 
Seurry, Sparks, Walling, Warren and Williamson—16. 

Lost, and bill rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Parker, * A Bill, to organize > the 7th Judi 
elal District? was taken up, aud sübstitute of the Committee 
on the Judiciary, adopted. 

On motion, rule suspended bill read 3d time and passed. 

On motion ‘of Mr. Cazneau, “ A Bill, to exempt irom execu- 
tion aud forced sale the property of cer tain persons,” was taken 
up; and read Ist time. 

. On motion, rule suspended, and bill read ?d and 3d times, 
and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Ward, “A Bill, supplementary to an act; 
to incorporate the De Kalb College,” was taken up; and 

tead Ist time. 

On motion, rule suspended, bill read 2d and 3d times; and 

Passed. 

A message was received from the onae informing the 
riouse of the passage of “A Bill, declaratory of the law re- 
lating to the rights of Pda pare “fact.” 

On motion of Mr. Par ker, “A Bill, sepplementary to ‘Au Act 
to incorporate the Trinity College,’ 2 was taken up, and read a 

2d time. 

On motion, rules suspended, bill read a 3d time, and passed. 

Oa motion of Mr. Hanover, “A Bill to organize the Militia 
of Robertson and Brazos counties," was taken up, aud read a 
2d time. i 

On motion, rule suspended, bill read a 3d time, and passed, 

Mr. Williamson offered the following resolution, to wit: 
VFAereas, itis ascertained, by this House, that the Minister, 

now resident at the city of Mexico, from the United States of 

America, has rendered high and is e services to our 

tollow-citizens of the Santa Fé expedition; and 
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iVhercas, it is equally  iaade knowit to this House, that this 
dis: inguished individual, General Waddy Thompson, was 
ihe first to announce op the floor of the councils of his nation, 
the glorious result of victory on the plains of San Jacinto; aud 

Wereng, the. joint action of both houses of Congress, in 'Tela- 
tion to the services of this distinguished individual, cannot 
now be made known: ther efore, 

5 Be it, resolved, bi y the Luse of Represeniatites of the 
Reniblicaf Texas in Congress assembled, That they ay ap- 
preciate the services of ee Waddy Thomoson, resident 
Minister of the United States of America, at the court ct "Mosis 
co, extended to our fellow-citizens of the Santa Fé expedition, 
has earned for.-and do entitle, him to the thanks of this House, 

: Be it further resolv d, T hat the foregoing preamb!e end re- 
solution be spread upun the journals of ‘this House; and that a’ 
copy of the same be transmitted to the Senate, and to the Presi- 
deut of ‘this Republic, with instructions to transmit a copy of 
the same to General Waddy Thompson. š 

Mr. McLeod made the following remarks. in support of the 
resolution, which w erè ordered to be Spread upon the journals, 
fo wit: 


Mr. Sens :—In rising upon the resolution just isre 
by the gentleman from W ashington, to tender the thanks of this 
honorable body to the Hon. Waddy 'Thom ipson, United States’ 
Minister to Mexico, I do so, because I believe it to be my duty, 
not only to General ‘Thompson, but to my comrades, and my- 
self, to bear public testimony to his disinterested and. manly ex- 
ertions in our behalf, but without a hope that I can do justice to 
those efforts. The recipient of this vote will be but feebiy re- 
warded, by an expression of our gratitude; the consciousness 
of lofty motive which must ever attend such noble conduct, is 
a purer reward than any encomium we cen bestow. 

ł also embiace the opportunity to say, that there is another 
gentleman i in Mexico, a native, too, of our father land, to whose 
ancalculating generosity. we are indebted tor the amelioration 
of our condition, atter our release from impriscnment—a man, 
whose nama I would be proud to offer, in connection with that 
of General Thompson, did I not believe it would be injurious 
to his commercial interests. I indulge the hope, that the Teso; 
‘lution will be, unanimously, adopted.. ; 

The question wàs then taken, and resolution unanimously 
adopted. i 

On motion of Mr. Portis, “A Joint Resolution; passing a vote 


[7 


: t 
$ " 
5 : 
* o1 , m E 
" * 


of thanks to General A, Sorherville, aud the S under his 


- command,” was taken up. k 


- 


s 


Qn motion of Me: Portis, the words “of the Republic of Tex Xas 
in Congress assembled,”. were strieken spi and resolation 
adop ted. l 

Gn motion of Mr. Lewis, “A Bill, conterning rents,” was 
taken up, and read a 2d time. - 

On motion, rule suspended , ball read a 3d time, and: 
passed. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, SA Bill, to modify ihe ptovisions 


of ‘An “Act granting and: to Emigrants, ? was taken up, and 


read a 3d time, 

Tne ayes and noes were then called for oir the final passage 
‘of the bill, and stood thus: 

Ayes—-Meéssrs,, Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, ‘Cazneau, Crisp, 
Dennison, Dial, Fields, Hagler, albeit, Hanover, Hayies, 
Hill, Holmes, Braches, l.ewis, Matthews, MeLeod,. Milby, 
Portis, Potter, Robinson of B. Sherman, Ww ard and. Warren 
AUR. ge S è 

Noes—-Messrs. Grimes, Hu nter, pues ‘Peebles, Pennall, 
Robinson of S., Scurry, Sparks and. Walling—9. , i 

Carried, and bilf passed. . 

- On motion of Mr. Potter, a motion to conden the vote re- 
jecting “ A Bill to incor porate the Texian Emigraiion, Agricul- 


: tural, and Commercial Company,” was taken up, and vole re- 


considered, 
On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the bill was laid on the table, 
“Qn motion of Mr. Potter, the House went into secret session.’ 
Afier some time spent therein, the doors were again opened. 
On motion of Mr. Crisp, “A Bill, to amend ‘An Act; granting 
zand to Emigrants,” was taken up. i 
"Mr. McLecd offered the following amendment, to wit: 
Add, to 1st section, the following: “ reside upan the land de- 
signated, according to the provisious of this act. P 


Adopted. 

Mr. Hill moved the reference of the bill to the eee on 
Foreign Relations. , : E e 

Laa: * : f ' 


On motion of Mr. Matthews, the bill was m to. a "m 
committee, consisting.of Messrs, Matthews, Fields, Ww alling, 
Milby and Hill. ; s ot 

A message was ‘received. from ‘the Senate, ‘informing | the . 
Housé of the appointment of a Committee of Conference on 


*A.Bill to'exempt.certain atticles therein n amed, Mon Impost 
FF, ; 


s 


* 
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Duties: also, the adoption of the substitute of the House, for 
wA Bil to amend the laws regulating proecedings, in Probate - 
Courts.” 

Mr. Scurry moved the House adjourn until 10 o'clock to-mor- 
row morning. 

Lost. 

Mr. Sparks, moved the House adjourn until half after 9 
o'clock, to-morrow uiorning. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. AfeLcod, the House adjourned until 7 
o'elock P. M. 


- = 


T ocioek, P. M. 


Fhe House met—roll cailed—-quorum present. 

The House proceeded to business. 

À message was received trom the Senate, informing the 
House, of the adoption ef the report of the Committee of Corr- 
ference, on a bill passed in secret session; also, transmitting a 
message from the President, marked “secret” « 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, “A Bill to divorce certain persons 
therein named," was taken up. and read a. 3d time. 

Mr. Hunter moved to lay ihe bill on the table, until August 
next. 

Lost. 

Mr. Warren, moved the previous question. 

he question, shall the main question be now put, was pui 
aud carried. i 

The main question bemg the passage of the bil, 

"Khe ayes and noes were calied for thereon, and sicod as fol- 
lows. 

Ayes-—Messrs, Speaker, Bower, Cazjeau,e Dennison, Dial, 
Garza, Has!er, Halbert, AT jm wis, Matthews, MeLecd, 
Milby, Pennall, Sherman, Walling, Warren, W hyte and Wik 
liamsou—-19. 

Noes—Messrs. Caldweil Grimes, Hanover, Hill, Holmes, 
Hunter, Parker, Pecbles, Potter, Robinson of S., Scurry and 
Ward—12. 

Carried, and biil passed, . 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, “A Bill for the relief of the chil- 
dren of Nimrod Doyle,” was taken np, and read Ist tine. 
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On motion, rale suspended, bill. read a 2d and 3d Hes and, 
assed. 
: Oa motion of Mr. Cazneau, “A Bill for the relief of Wm. 
Bryan, ? was taken up, and read a 2d time. 

On motion, rule suspended, and bill read a 3d time. ` 

The aves and noes were called for, on the final passage of 
the bill, and stood thus: 

Ayes— Messrs. Speaker, “Bower, Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison, 
Dial, Garza, Hagler, Halbert, Hanover, Hunter, Draches, Lewis, 

Matthews, Mcleod, Pecbles, Pennall, Potter, Robinson of S., 
Sherman, Warren and Williamson—22, 

Noes — Messrs. Caldwell, Hill, Holmes, Milby, Parker, Scurry, ' 
Walling, Ward and W hyte—9. 

Carried, and bill passed. 

On motion of Mr. Hanover, “A Bill, supplementary to «An 
Act, regulating fees of office,” was taken up, read a 2d time, and 
referred to the Committee on the J udiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Peebles, “A Bill to abolish certain offices 
therein named,” was taken up. and read a Ist time, 

Mr. Matthews moved to take up “A Bill to provide for taking 
ihe Census of the Republic.” 

Lost. ^ 

On motion of Mr. Scurry, a Committee of Conference was 
appointed, on “A Bill to exempt certain articles therein named, 
from Impost Duties,” consisting of Messrs, Williamson, Mat- 
thews, Whyte, Warren and Dennison. — .— . 

On motion ‘of Mr. Cazneau, the House adjourned until 10 
aclock, to-morrow morning. \ 


* 


SaTuRDAY, Jan. 14th, 10, A. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll being called the following members answered to 
their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, Crisp, Dial, Garza, 
Grimes, [[albert, Hanover, Haynes, Hewitt, Holmes Hunter, 
Braches, Lewis, Matthews, McLeod, Milby, Parker, Peebles, 
Pennall, Portis, Robinson of S., Scurry, Sherman, Walling, 
Ward, wW arren and Williamson, 
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A quorum being present—the Journals of the preceding aay 


were read ‘and adopted. 

‘Fhe Committee on Enrolled Bilis. Isaae Yatker, Chairman, 
zepor ted, "nat they had examined and found correct + A Bill, 
to be entitled, ab act, ereating the District of Burnet for Judicial 
purposes," the same having been signed by the Speaker of the 
tlouse, and President of the Senate. was this day presented to 

the Prosid cent for his. approval, ° 
Report itd Opec. ' 


“he "Select Committee, AL W. Matthews, Choimean, ic. 


whom was referred “A Dill, tc amend an act, grantibg land to. 
smigrabts," roparted [tha s seme bael: to the Hot 18e, and recom- 
ended its retaetion, ¢ anc the passage cf a substitute therefor. 
Vhieb resort was adopted. — 
On motion cf Mr, Fano over, the vote ET t taisen, adopting the 
ZCpOrt WES FS- ecasidered : and 
On noton, the biil i! and repert was re-comeitted to the sams 
Comcs 
- was received’ fron the Scrcte, informing (€ 
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tant of Mr. Perte 

v Firsts, Ht 
eases tried -bv them” o 

Aáoj'ec. . ; 

Mr. F'ielas, offtrea the idicwang amendizent to Mr. Portes s 

eueuament: i , 2 

“Phat the Justiecs of the Peaco, shall only receive twenty 
avo c6ute, for all writs iesued by them.” 

Adopted. and nondam nent of Mr. Portis, as amended, adopted 

ium d inti. t rule suspended, and bill read Ad time. 
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‘Ine ayes and noes were called for on the final passage of 
the bill, and stood thus: 

Ayes—’ Messrs. Crisp, Fields, Hagler, Halbert, Hanover, Hill, 
Hanter, Portis” and: Robinson of S—9. - 

Noes—-Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Dial, 

- Grimes,. Haynes, Hewitt, Holmes, Braches, I 1:8 wis, Matthews, 
Milby, "Penuall, Seurry, Walling, . Ward. and Warren—18. 

Lost, and bill rejected. ! 

On- motion of Mr. Hagler, “A Bill, to re-organize the Ist, 2d 
4th, 5th and 6th, Judicial Districts,” was taken up; and 

Read 3d time. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, a call ofthe Huse was made— 
a quorum present. . 

A further call of the- Houso Was suspended. 

"The question was then taken, and bill finally. passed. 

The Select Committee, M. W. Matthews, Chairman, to whom, 
was referred “A Bull, to amend an act, granting land io emi- 
grants,".reported by a substitute therefore, and. recommended 
its adoption; 

Which report was received ; and 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, the bill was taken up, and sub- 
slitute of the Committee adopted. 

On motion, rule suspended, and bill read 3d time. ; 

The ayes and noes were called for on its final passage, and. 
. stood thus: 

Ayes— Messrs. Bee Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison, Dial, 
T'ields, Garza, Hagler, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, Hewitt, 
' Holmes, Hunter, Braches, M. tihews, McLeod, Parker, Portis, 
Robinson of S., Walling and Ward—22, 


Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Grimes, Hill, Lewis, Ero Peebles,. 


Pennall, Scurry, Sherman and Warren—10. 

Carried, and bill n 

Mr. Potter, offered the following resolution +- 

x Resolved, That the Chief Clerk, bé authorized to employ an 
assistant, Enrolling Clerk, during the remainder of the session, 
and that he shall approve the account-of said Clerk, to be paid 
out of the contingent fund of Congress, at the same per diem 
pay as-the other Clerks; of Congress.” 


“Resolved further, That the Chief Clerk, be autliorized to ' 


draw from the contingent fund of the seventh. Congress, the sum 
of twelve dollars and fifty.cents, for the payment of Henry 


"Lyneb, for services as porter, in bringmg water, cleaning rooms,. 
&c., at Austin, duribg the past year for the Congress of the. 


Repu lic of Texas,” Adopted. 
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Oni moion of Mr, Crisp, eA Bill, to repeal in part an act, 
to create a board of medical censors for the Republic of Texas.” 
was taken up; and 

Read Zd time. — ^ 

ED Hill, moved its reference to the Committee on the State 
of the Republie. 

Last, and bill passed, to a 3d reading. 

Á message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of A Bill, to re-organize the 7th Judicial 
Dist ict :? also, 
^ 4A Joint Resolution, for the relief of Henry F. Fisher and 
Barch ard Miller; contractors for the introdutiion of eimi- 
grants; also, . . 


"uA bili, lezalizing the lacatien of the seat of Justice of Fan- 

uncounty,” aud . 

With amendment “A Dill, to increase the compensation of. 

certain officers of the civil list, ' and 

Adopted the amendments of the House to “A Bill, to re-orgau- 

ize the Ist, 9d, dih, 5th and 6th Judicial Districts;" and 

"i he adapti ion of the report of the Committee of Conference, 
eu tA Fill; to exempt certain article therein named from impost 
datea.” - 

On motion of Mr. Hewitt, “A Bill, to divorce James B. Crab- 
tree, , Rache: Crabtree, and other,” was taken up ; and 

Mead Ist time. 
On motion, rnlesusp-uded, and bill read 2d time. 

Ar. Howat, offered tne following amendment 

After the word “Charlott,” insert “Wm. S. Holton and his 
wile Poncio ppe Fioiton.? 

Artantcd. 

Abr. Crisp, iu; ved to insert after “Holton? “Abiah Dyer,” 

Carried. 

On motion of Ain Grimes, tlie words “ Charles Chamberlin 
from his wife Caroli e Chamberlin,” were inserted. 

tir. Robinson of S., moved to insert the words “ Luke Press- 
pai irom Lis wile Nareissa Pressnal.” 

ost. 

On motion, ruie suspended, and bill read 3d time. 

"rhe ares aud noces were called for on its final passage, and 
stood as follows: 

Ayes— Mescrs, Speaker, Bower, Crisp, Fields, Garza, Hagler, 
Halbert, Haya: s, Hewitt, Lewis, McLeod, Aluby, Pennal, 
Sherman, Walling, Warren and Whyte—I7. 

Nues- -AMecsars. Dial, Grimes, Hanover, Hunter, Hill, Holmes, 
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Parker, Portis, Robinson of B., Robinson of S, Seurry and 
Wa d—12, 

Carried, and bill passed, 

The Committee on Military Affuirs made the following 
report + 


Cow atr TzrE-Roou, P 
January l4th, 1843. $ 


To the Hin. N. FL Darn dl, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


The Military Committee, to whoin was referred the message 
of his Excellency, dated December 13th, with accompanying 
dscuments, have had the same nuder consideration, and beg 
leave to report, that the object of ihe call upon the Executive 
vas for information upon a “subject of vital interest to the coun- 
try; and it would have been earlier acted upon, bnt for the fac 
that the campuigp was already in progress. Your committee 
have delayed, with the hope of recelying iarther informution 
from ihe commander of the army himself, in order to appreciate 
and fally understand the mutual reciiminations which now ex- 
ist, as shewn by the corresp sandence between the War Depart- 
ment and the commander of the troops. It is’ the hope of the 


Committee, that the army will return. with credit from their ` 


present campaign, and explain, through their commander, all 
that is necessary to a proper understanding, both of the wiitinz- 
ness of the troops to march against the evemy, and of the Ex-, 
ecutive to aid that pattiotic intention. 

1n answer to the remarks of his Exceilency, that important 
information, communicated to Congress, is often referred to 
committees, without reading, your Commiitee beg leave to re- 
ply-—those remarks are inapplicable to the case in which he 
makes them. The whole subject was one of enquiry; and your 
Committee conceive, that in justice to the Executive, to the 
officer in command of the troops, and to the body of which the y 
(the Committee) are members, that the absent party should be 
heard, before a decision is made by the House of Representatives, 
which may affect the character aud condüct of men now en- 


gaged in the defence of the country, and beyond the reach of 


communication. 

": Your Committee cannot conclude this report, without ex- 
pressing their regret, that the Chief Magistrate should so far 
forget the dignity of his station, as to a'tempt to defame a co- 
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ordinate branch of the Government; and they entertain ne 
doubt that the House of Representatives will reject, with pro- 
m indignation, a charge against their integrity, derogatory 
alike to the character of the country, and the high station of 
the Chief Magistrate. 
(Signed), . SIDNEY SHERMAN, 
‘Chairman Military Committes, 


On motion of Mr. Hill, the above report was laid on the table, 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, « A Bill, for the relief of Bexar 
county,” was taken up, Read 9d time, and passed to a 3d 
reading. 

On motion of Mr. Hagler, “A Bill, to incorporate the Texian 
Emigration Agricultural ‘and Commer cial Company,” was taken 
up on its 2d reading. 

Mr. Sherman cffered an additional section. 

Adopted. . 

Mr. Scurry, moved a call of the Horise. 

Carried.. Lg 

A quorunm being present. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, a further call was suspended. | 

The ayes and noes were called for on passing the bill toa 
3d reading, and stood as follows: l 

Ayes—Messrs. d Dennisou, Fields, Garza, Hagter, 
Halbe;t, Hanover, Haynes, MeLeod, Milby, Portis, Potter, 
Robinson of B, Sherman and Warren—15. : 

Noes— Messrs. vp Bower, Caldwell, ri D'al, 
Grimes, Hewitt, Hill, Holmes, Hanter, Braches, Lewis, Mat- 
thews, Parker, Peebles, Robinson ofS. Scurry, Sparks, V 'elling, 
W ard and W illiamson—231. 

Lost, and bill rejected. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House of the passage or 4A Bill, for the relief of ''hrüston M. 

"laylor;" also, 

* A Bill, for the aliat of David G. Burnet,” alse, 

* A Bill, to amend the Judiciary Laws.” 

‘The Committee cn Engrossed Bills, A. M. Lewis, Chairman, 
Repored, That they had examined and found correct, “A Bill, 
concerning rents.” ' 

Report adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hunter, “A Bill i in relation to Post-offices,” 
was taken up, and read Ist time.: 

On motion, rule suspended, bill read 9d end 2d times, and 
passed, 
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‘Oa motion of Mr, Hunter, “A Bill, to amend the szveiai acis 
reculating the Post-office Department,” was taken up, and, 

Read Ist time. 

On motion, rule suspended, and bill read 2d time. 

On motion of Mr. Matthews, the words “ also the Chief Clerk 
of the House of Representatives,” was inserted. 

On motion, rule further suspended, and bill read 3d timo, and 

Passed. 

Afr. Sparks, moved the House adjourn untii 3 ociock P. M. 

Lost. 

On motion cf Mr. Portis, “A Resolutien, fixing a day to go 
into an election for Major General,” was taken up. : 

Ga motion of Mr. Hunter, the “14th irst,” was siricken out, 
and'« 18th inst.” inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Portis, * 11 o'clock, A. M.," was inserted, 
and resolution adopted. 

Cn motion of Mr. Robinson cf S., the House adjourned until 
! oeiock, P. M. 


he House mzt—icil calleá—qunoruüin present. 

"Che House proceeded to business. 

On motion of Mr. Lewis, * A Bill, to amend the several laws 
vegulatiag the Postoileo Department,” was taken up, and 
auendment of Committee on Postoflices and Post-roads re- 
“rected. ` . 

On motion, rule suspended, bill read 3d time and passed. 

Qu motion of Mr. Portis, the House went into secret sesioli. 

After some time spent therein the doors were again opened. 

Qa motion of Mr. Matthews “A Bill, to incorporate the 
German Emigration Company,’ was taken up, and read 2d 
ume, : 

On motion of. Mr. Walling, the words “ or Indians,” were 
stricken out, 

* Gn motion of Mr. Dial, the word “ emigrants” was stricken 
out, and the words * head of a family,” was inserted. 

On motion of Mr. Hunter the following was added. 

“Provided, The provisions of this act shall not extend for a 
longer time than 10 years. 

The ayes and noes were called for on passing the bill to a 3d 
- reading, and stood thus: . 
GG 
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| Ajes—Messrs, Bowei, Caldwell, Cazneau, Dennison, Dial, 
fields, Hager, Halbert, Hanover, Hunter, Braches, Matthews, 
MeLeod, Portis, Potier, Robinson of B., Sherman, and Warren 
—-18. : 

oe rs. Speaker, Grimes, Hill, Holmes, Milby, Parker, 
Peebles, Peunall, Robinson of S., Seurry, Sparks, Walling and 
Waid—is. 

Carried, and bil passed to a 3d reading. 

A message was received froin the Senate, informing the 
House, of the passage of © A Bull,” su plementary to an act, Lo 
divide the county of Red River, anG creating the counties of 
Bowie aud Paman and 

With amendments “A Bill, to amend the several laws regu- 
lating the Post-office Department? aud 

Rejected the aimendmeuts ofthe House to 4A. Bill, to amend 
the several laws reguiating the Post-oilice Department, Á 

On motion ef Mr. Cazieau, the report of the Committee or 
Military AtLurs was taken up. 

Mr. Cazueau, moved is adoption. 

Mr. Portis, moved the previous question. 

The question, s shall the main question be now put, was put 
and carricd. 

The main question being the adoption of the report : 

The oyes a noes were called fur thereon, and stood as 
follows, to Wi 

AY es Mess Caldwell, Cazgeau, Den nison, Fields, Hagler, 
Halbejt, Hayucs, Holmes, Hunter, Braches, Lewis, MeLecd; 

Portis, Robinson of B., S Sherman aud Ward—10. 

Noes— Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Dial, Grimes, Hanover; 
Hewitt, Hill, Milby, Parkef, Pecbles, Peunall, Poiter, Robin- 
son of S., Scurry, Sparks, W ailing, Varren and Williamson—-18. 

Motion lost. 

Mr. Dennison, moved to take up “A Bill, fixing the time and 
place of holding the Supreme Court.” 

Lost, 

On motion of Mr. Parker, *A Joint Risolution” authorising 
the President to take command of the ar my in person, was takei 
up and read 1st time. : 

Mr. Portis, by leave introduced “A Dill, to prescribe the man- 
ner in which suits shall be tried in which the District Judges 
ihay be interested.” 

Read Ist time. 

On motion, rule suspended, bill zead a 2d and 3d times pes 
passed, 
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Mr. Portis, offered the following resolution : 

5 Resolved, That the rule which prevents a bill from being 
presented to the President on tlie last day of the session, be, and 
the same is hereby suspended." l 

On motion, rule suspended, requiring the above resogfition to 
lay on the table one day for consideration, and l 

Resolution adopted. 

Mr. Hanover, by leave, introduced *A Bill, to repeal in part 
an act, granting land to actual settlers on or near the military 
road.” 

Read Ist time. 

. On motion, rule suspended, bill read 2d and 3d times and 
passed. 

Mr. Potter, moved to take up “A Bill, to fix the time and 
piace of holding the Supreme Court.” . 

Lost. 

Mr. Matthews, moved the re-consideration of the vote, reject- 
ing “A Bill, to iucorporating the ‘Texian Emigration Agricult- 
ural and Commercial Company,” 

Mr. Lewis, moved to lay said motion on the table. 

J ist, . 

The question. was then taken; vote re-considered, and bill 
referred io a Select Committee, consisting of Messrs. Scurry, 
Lewis, Robinson ot D., Crisp and Ward. 

Oa motion of Mr, Portis, “A Bill, for the relief of Henry PF. 
Fisher, and Burchard Miller," was taken up, and read Ist time. 
Qn motion, rule suspended, and bill read 2d and 3d times. 

The ayes and noes being called for on the final passage of 
the bill, swod as follows: 

Ayes —Messrs. Speaker, Bower, Cazneau, Crisp, Dial, Fields, 
Garza, Hagler, Halbert, Hanov.r, Haynes, Hill, Holmes, Hun- 
ter, Braches, Lewis, Matthews, McLeod, Milby, Portis, Robin- 
sou of B., Robinson of S.. Sherman and Walling-—24. 

Noes—Messrs. Grimes, Penuall, Scurry, Ward, Warren 
Whyte and Williamson —7. ; 

Carried, and bill passed. 

Mr. Lewis, moved the House adjourn until 3 o'elock P. M. on 
Mouday. 

Mr. Hill, moved the House adjourn until 7 o'elock P. M. 

Lost. 

Mr. Hunter, moved the House adjourn until half past 6 
o'clock, P. M. 

"Lost. 
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Mr. Cazneau moved the previous question on the appeal. 

Mr. Lewis moved the House adjourn until 10 o'clock Mon- 
day morning. i 

"Phe ayes and noes were called for on the motion, and stood 
thus: 

Ayes— Messrs, Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Bill, Holmes 
Lewis, Metthews, "Parker, Peunall, R Robinson of S., Scurry, 
Sparks and Walling—14. 

Noes—Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Dennison, Fields, 
Garza, Hagler, Halbert, Hunter, Braches, McLeod; Milby, Pee- 
bles, Portis, Potter, tobinson of B., Sherman, Waid, Warren 
and Wilhamson— 90. 

Motion lost. l : 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, of the passage, with amendments, of “A Joint Resolution 
tor (he relief of Messrs. Neigibors and Rivers.” 

Ou motion of Mr, Williamson, a call of the House was made. 

Rar. Hill moved. the House adjourn until 10 o’clock Monday 
mor ning, 

The i ayes and nces were called for on the motion, and stood 
thus: 

Ayes—lessrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, Hill, 
"mi mes, Lewis, Milby, Parker, Pennall, Robinson of B., Rob- 
inson ot S. , Sparks, Walling, Whyte and W illiamson—17. 

i Noes— Messrs, Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Dennison, Fields, 
Garza, Hagler, Halbert. Haynes, Hunter, Braches, Pcebles, 
Portis, Potter, Sherman, Ward and Warren—18. 

Lost, ` 

Mr. Caldwell moved to suspend a further call of the House. 

Mr. Robinson, of S , moved the House adjourn until 10 o’clock 
Monday morning Lost, 

Mr. Willi amson, addressing the louse on the motion to sus- 
pend the call of the House, was called to order by Mr. Warren. 

Mr. Robinson, of B., in the chair, decided Mr. Williamson 
was ih order, 

Mr. Portis, appealed from the decision of the Chair. 

‘The question, “Shall the Chair be overruled in its decision?" 
was put. 

The ayes and noes were called for thereon, and stood as fol- 
lows. 

Ayes-—Riessrs. Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Dennison, Fields, 
Garza, Hagler, Halbert, Haynes, Hunter, Braches, McLeod, 
Peebles, Portis, Potter, Sher man, and Warren —17. 

Noos —PMiessis. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, Hill, 


Holmes, Lewis, Milby, Parker, Robinson of B., Robinson of S., 
Scurry, Sparks, W alling, W ard, Whyte and Williamson--18. 

So the Chair was sustained in its decision, 

Mr. Sparks moved the House adjourn until 10 o’clock Mon- 
day morning. 

The ayes and noes being called for on the motion, stood as 
follows: | 

Ayes—Aessrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, Will, 
Hol mes, Lewis, Milby; Parker, Hobinson of B., Robinson of S., 
Sparks, Walling, Wi byte and Williamson —17. 

Xocs--— Messrs, Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Dennison, Fields, . 
Garza, Hagler, Halbert, Haynes, Hunter, Braches, McLeod, 
Peebles, Portis, Potter, Sherman, Ward and Warren-—19. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, the House adjourned until halt 
after 9 o'elock on Monday morning. 


Monpay, Jan. loth, haif after 9 A. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The roil being called the following members answered to 
their names: 

Messrs. Speaker, Bower, ‘Crisp, Dennison, Dial, Fields, 
Grimes, Hanover, Haynes, Hill, Holmes, Hunter, Braches, 
Lewis, McLeod, Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pennall, Robinson of 
B., Robinson of S. , Scurry, Sherman, Sparks, Walling, Warren, 
Ward and W illiamson. 

^ quorum present, the Journal of the preceding day was 
read aud adopted. 

The Committee on the Judiciary Jesse J. Robinson, one of 
ihe Committee, to whom was referred ‘A Bill, supplementary 
to an act, regulating fees of office," reported the same back to the 
House, and ‘recommended its indefinite postponement, 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table to 
come up among ihe orders of the day. 

The Commitice on Military Affairs, S. Sherman, Chairman, 
reported, the documents in the hands of said Committee, back to 
the House, without any action on the same, 

Report adopted. 
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The Committee on the State of the Republic, made the fols 
lowing report, to wit: 


Coumitrer-Room, 
Jan. 16ih, 1843. 


To the President ef the Senate 
and Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


The Committee on the State of the Republic, to whom was 
referred the petition of sundry citizens of Brazos county, praying 
that practising Physicians be restricted to specific compensation 
for their various services, have hadthe subject under their con- 
sideration. ‘Your Committee can be easily brought to believe, 
that the avaricious disposition of some physicians, may induce 
them to make exorbitant charges for their services, but an insu- 
perable difficulty arises, in the minds of your Committee (who are 
entirely unacijuainted with the science of medicine,) in fixing a 

specific rate of charges, on account of the multifarious services 

that physicians are required to perform, each varying in the 
intricacy of the science, of the medicines, and of the labor em- 
played. 

Your Committee are persuaded, that the only restriction that 
cau consistantly be placed upon the various physicians, by law, 
is already provided for, by requiring the verdict of a jury, to 
assess the charges, and by authorizing the Court to take the 

‘testimony of a practising physician, as to the fairness of the 
charges, for the services alledged. 

Your Committee therefore pray to be discharged from ihe 

further consideration of the subject. 
. (Signed) JESSE GRIMES, 
Chairman. 


Report adopted. 


The Committee on Engrossed Bills, A. M. Lewis, Chairman, 
reported, that they had examined, and found correct, “A Bill, to 
prescribe the manner in which suits shall be tried in which the 
District Judges may be interested ;" also, 

“A Bill, donating land to emigrants ; also, 

“A Bill, to repeal un act, granting land to actual settlers on 
the military road." 

Report adopted. 


The Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the following report: 


s 


CoxaurrTEE-R oom, 
January 16th, 1813. 


"5 the Hon. N. H. Darncll, , 
Speuker of the House of Represeniatives, 


Nu Committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined and found 

ectly enrolled the following bills: — ^ 

ti “An Act, creating the county of Rusk ;” also, 

"Án Act, concerning rents P said acts, having bsen signed 
by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and President 
of the Senate, was this day presented to His Exelleucy the 
President for his approval. 

(Signed) I, PARKER. 


Chairman, ~ 


Which report was adopted. 


The Select Committee, R. Scurry, Chairman, to whom was 
referred, *A Bill, to incorporate tlie Texian Emigration Agri- 
cuitural and Commercial Company," reported the saine back to 
the House, and recommended it to the action of the Congress, 
in 1855." 

Which report was received, and bill laid upon the table to 
come up among the orders of the day. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
House, of the passage of “A Bill, creating the county of 
Rusk ; ;5 also, 


OSA ' Bill, l, for the organization of the militia of Robertson and ` 


and Brazos counties.” 


A Select Committee made the following report, to wit: 


CommirreEe-Room, 


January 16th, 1843. 
do the Hon. N. H. Darnell, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


The undersigned, members of the Select Commiitee, to whom 
was referred the communication of the Executive, in answer to 
a call of the House, requiring him to furnish information as to 
what steps have been taken, tor the removal of the archives, 
during the present session of Congress; submit the following 
statement of their opinions upon the subject embraced in the 
resolution, and the information communicated by the President. 
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The intelligence laid before the House by the Bzecutive, ex- 
hibits the startling fact, that the country has but just escaped 
the horrors of a civil war; that citizen has been armed against 
citizen, and brother against brother, under tie auspices of the 
Executive, at a tune when the great couservators oi the public 
weal, the Congress was in session, peaceabty discharging their 
important duties, aud in ignorance of the fearial danger which 
overhung and threatened the country. ‘Phat sueh a state of 
things should ever exist, would be much lamented, bni that it 
should have been excited in the present emorgeuey, when the 
(ioverninent is striving by war to maintain its existence, and at 
the very time when a patriot band of our. countrymen, are gal- 
lantiy battling in the enemy's cuuntry, in defence of the na- 
tional eause, and in vindication of national honor, is to be de- 
precated as the most calamitous of evils, which could threaten 
ar befall us. What has given- rise to this state of things, de- 
mands the solemu investigation of the Representatives of the 
people. 

The undersigned, submit the following facts and opinions, to 
ihe candid consideration of the House of Representatives. 

The Congress of 782—739, determined to remove the seat of 
Government from Houston, the place of its then location, to 
some seite to be designated by five Commissioners, to he appoint- 
ed by election in cither House. This act of Congress, received 
tne apb:obalion cf the then Chief Magistrate, and became a 
law of the land. The Commissioners were chosen, and ‘the 
result of their appointinent, was the seleetioif of Austin as the 
seat of Government. Objections were made at the time, to the 
mode of selection; but the bill containing these provisions, 
having been sanctioned by the two Ifouses of Congress, and 
having received the approval of the Executive, becaine binding 
upon every citizen, until reversed by some other Department of ' 
ihe Governmsut, or repealed by some subsequent Legislature, 
Neither of which has been done; and it is apprehended, that 
until such action does take place, that law is cqually imperative 
upon the present Chief Magistrate, as if no objection thereto, 
could be urged or imagined. However this may be, the acts of 
- subsequent Legislatures, in assembling at Austin—in ratifying 
the acts of the Commissioners—in designating Austin as the 
seat of Government, and others of a similar character, have en- 
tirely removed the force of the objection thus urged. The pres- 
ent Chief Magestrate, influenced by considerations of this char- 
acter, attended the meetings of Congress at Austin, as one of its 
members ; and as President elect, metthe Representatives ofthe 
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people at that point, and then, under the sulemn obligations of 
an oath, entered upon the performance of his exalted duties, to 
administer the Government according to the law and the Con- 
stitution. 

Immediately however, upon his induction into office, the Ex- 
ecutive requested of Cengress, the power to order the removal of 
ihe archives from that place, if in his opinion, any emergency 
should render it necessary- This the Congress refused. But 
the fact of the request having been made, is a full admission; 


that in his opinion, that without the delegation of the power by * 


Congress, none such existed, and that. the law placing them 
there, could not be repealed by Executive prerogative. 

The day after the adjournment of the last Congress, the 
President left the Capitol of the country, declaring that he 
would never return to it again. And his subsequent course, 
has manifested a determination, to adhere with the tenacity of 
obduracy, to this promise made in an evil hour, though such 
adherence should plunge the country into a civil war. 

The personal conduct and declaratious of the Executive, are, 
in the opinion of the undersigned, matters of importance in this 
investigation, and a part of the res gestiæ of this inguiry, as they 
eonfidently believe, that it wii satisfactoraliy appear, upon a 
candid and full review of the whole matter, that his whole con- 
duct upon this exciting question, is dictated by a long, settled, 
and determined opposition to the present location of tbe seat of 
Government, and thet the eircumstances alledged by him, in 
justification of his course, furnished not the reasons, but servec 
only as the oceasion for the execution of his favorite purpose, by 
by such extraordinary means, 

About the 25th of February, Chief Justice Hemphill, arrived 
at Austin, and informed the -then Secretary of War, Colonel 
Hockley, that he had received such information at San Antonio, 
as left no doubt on his mind, that there would be a hostile 

arty of Mexicans at San Antonio, between the 5th andgl5th 
of March; Col. Eiockley’s reply was, “we expect them, we have 
for some time believed they were coming,” and yet nota single 
step was taken to meet or repel them, although he had ample 
time to have thrown a sufficient number of troops into the 
place, to have protected it, and to have captured the whole in- 
vading army. When the news reached Austin, that San An- 
tonio was taken, Col, Hockley reports the same to the Presi- 
dent (then at Galveston,) officially, and at the same time writes 
another letter to him, in which he says, “according to your 
expcelutions the Mexicans have come—San Antonio is in their 
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qossession--1 have caused'some of the most important papers of 
the Government to be buried, so if the enemy or we burn they 
are safe." This expression, (not induced by any thing in the 
previous part of the correspondence,) “ifthe enemy or we burn,” 
shows that Austin had been destined to destruction, to save it from 
the capture of the enemy, when that enemy was expected, and no 
preparation had been made for his reception; and the sad specta- 
cle is presented of the President of the Republic, in anticipation 
of the immediate descent of the enemy, retiring from the post of 
danger, and leaving the Capitol of his country unprotected, 
when his presence and his name, “in itself a host,” would have 
gathered around him for his and its protection, the chivalrous 
spirits of the land, in force sufficient to have avenged on the 
rash intruders, the insult of violated national honer. 

But the anticipations or hopes of the Executive were alike 
disappointed, and the developement of the affair, showed if to be 
but an incursion of a marauding gang of Mexicans. When the 
affair the President himself so considered it. 1n his commu- 
nication to the citizens of Galveston, he expressly alledges that 
no emergency existed, which would justify him in taking any 
steps for the defence of the frontier, or the protection of the 
country, and declined to avail himself of the ardent disposition 
of the people, to velunteer and march to the West, for its pro- 
tection. "M 

Ina letter to Santa Anna, he speaks in terms of severe repre- 
hension, of the bandit, robber like character of that incursion, 
and so characterises it. But in a letter to the citizens of Austin, 
written three days after the latter, he dignifiés the visit of the 
enemy, with the more.formal appellation ofan invasion, and in 
his communication to the extraordinary Congress at Houston,. 
he expressly designates if as a “marauding party” varieties of 
opithets which may easily be aecounted for, but cannot be 
reconciled. But upon the fact of this marauding incursion, the 
whole necesity for the removal of. the archives, and the seat of 
Government from Attstin, together with the late extraordinary 
transactions are predicated. But we will follow the melancholy 
and painful history of Executive conduct on this subject still 
further. 

San Antonio was taken on the 5th of March, and the Mexi- 
cans retreated with great rapidity, in two or three days there- 
afier, General Houston's oider for the removal of the archives, 
was received at Austin, about the 17th of March, when there 
was not a hostile Mexican in the country. - Upon hearing that 
such an order had been received, the citizens of Austin appoint- 
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da Commitues to wait upon Col. Hockley, ond request him to 
sts aud the execu uon of the order; assigtaug as their reason for 
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ugh reauest, taat the President could not have beetr apprized 
oi the irae i ndition of things, when he gave it—that he no 
gonbi bal eve the country was invaded by a large force, and 
that when he Be uid learn that there was not now a Mexican in 
the country, be would no doubt rescind the order. To these 
repres tations Co! ol, Hockiey replied, “inat he would not sus- 
pend the execution of the order, because he knew, if the Pro-i- 
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nt were rese: nf, ho would cause itto be executed" He 
further said that “the President was fully advised of the true 


condition of (nes when he gave the order for remova ane 
the order was not predicated upon any invasion or supposed 

lavasion—tnat the President had lone Since determined to 
remove the arcuives, as he never believed that Austin was ihe 
propor place torthem.” Upon being asked if he intended to be 
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repuied “that Congress had nothing to do with it—that the 


the President, and he aione 
mht io preseribe the piace at w B they shouid be 

jt—t»at he would not as Col, of Orduance have obeyed the 
order of Geusral Lamar, in rémoving the arms and ammunition 
to Austin in ihe first instance, had hod z nown, that Generai 
Houston. when he came into oe ean again have ordered 
fn the conversation, Col. Hockley admitted the ar- 
chives were then as safein prece they bad been at any timc 
since they were pinced there. 

“ubsequert to this time, a Commniitee of the citizens of Austin, 
aited ka Generel Houston, at tne city of Houston, and after 
oe resenting the true condition of things i in the country, request- 
d that the order for tie, removal might be suspended. He 

weed, nud ussig.cd as Bis principal reason fer Going so, “ that 
iS jong as te archives should remair at Austin, information of 
tac movemen’s or the eneiny, voouid Le taken to that place, 
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their danger at Austin, but £ simply for the sake of his personal 
convenience, The Committee of tbe citizens of Austin might 
have replied to him. “ad you sir, been at the place at which 
the Constitution of your country directs you to remain, you 
would have received the earliest, and most direct information, 
the capture of San Antonio prevented, and the enemy van. 
guished, been repulsed from the country or captured. Ifowinzg 
to the absence of the President, that disgrace befall us, let the 
ignomany rest were it should. 

An extra session of Congres was convened by the Proeiama- 
tion of the President, to mectat the city of Houston, onthe 27th 
of June last, In his communication, addressed by tlie Execu- 
tive to both Houses of Congress, he laid before them bis opin- 
ions of the situation of the country, informed them of the steps 
he had taken for the removal of the archives, and of its failure, 
gave his reasons for assembling the Congress at that place, and” 
asked of them to enact such measures as would enabie him to 
effect his cherished object—the removal of the seat of Govern- 
ment. This occurred immediately after the incursion of the 
Mexicans, aud when that occurrence, and its consequences were 
fresh in the recollection of every member of either branch of the 
Legislature. The previous Congress, composed of the same 
members, had held its session at. the city of Austin, all knew the 
circumstances of its s: ituation, and many of the members, in 
their mareh in search of the enemy, from which they had just 
returned, had been some distance West of that point. These 
circumstances are mentioned, to show that that Congress did 
not act unadvisedly or ‘ignorantly upoa the archive question. 
Yet this Congress assembled in the midst of the excitement 
created by the capture of San Antonio, and in full possession 
of all the facts of the case—ihis € Jongress which had at that time 
been so lavish of iis confidence in the Executive, as to bestow 
upon him in the “war bill’ powers too great for him to accept, 
refuse to justify the-act of removal, or to delegate to him authori- 
ty to carry his wishes into offect. But on the contrary, the 
T passed a resolution, deciaring that “no emergency (such 

the Constitution contemplates &,) existed to justify the removal 

of the offices of the President and Heads of Departments from 
the seat of Government.” This resolution passed to its thid 
reading in the House of Representatives. It was however not 
finally acied on. in consequence of the confusion which existed 
towards the close of the session. The history of that resolu- 
tion, was. a fair and decided expression of hoth Houses of Con- 
gress on the subject, and its ultimate fate is only to be regretted, 
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in as much.as the President has sought to draw therefrom, 
reasous to justify aud sustain his ruinous and inexplicable 
policy. i 

On the 14th of Novembergthe President again convened an 
extraordinary session of Congress, “for reasons satisfactory to 
himself,” to use his own expression at Washington. It may 
here be. remarked, that though the the Executive may have the 
uuquestioned power, under the Constitution, to order the re- 
moval of the archives, and the Heads of Departments, from the 
seat of Government, on the happening of such an emergency 
as is contemplated in the Constitution, once having taken this 
step, the power of removal is determined, until the happening 
of a similar emergency, as effecting their safety at the point to 
which they have been thus removed. The safety of the Presi- 
dent and Heads of Department, at the city of Houston, cannot 
‘be doubted, and the subsequent order of removal to Washing- 
ton, was clearly beyond Executive power. The exercise of 
the discretion once, had ended it, and no authority can be 
shown, for to authorize the hawking out of the seat of Govern- 
ment, exposing it to public sale, and letting it out to the highest 
bidder; all the steps which have been since taken, predicated 
upon the.order of removal to Washington, are clearly uncon- 

“™ stitutional and contrary to lav. . 

But, says the Presicent, “for reasons deemed satisfactory to 
myself, I have thought proper to convene an extraordinary ses- 
sion of Congress, to meet at Washington, on the 14th of Novem- 
ber. He has, however, deemed it unnecessary to state these 
reasons to the representatives of the people. In his message to 
the two houses, he exhibits no state of circumstances which ren- 
dered the.assembling of Congress, previous to time fixed by law, 
necessary. No change in the posture of publie affairs, but such 
as were contemplated, had oecurred ; no great danger was al- 
lezed, as threatening or anticipated; no great act of public 
policy was submitted, as demanding the immediate and prompt 
action of ihe legislative department of the Government. Why, 
then, was this extra session convened? Why was the legisla- 
tnre called together, almost a month earlier than the time fixed 
by law, to the great expense of the people? The President has 
not deigned to explain, but has left it to the imaginations of the 
enquirers to determine; and, with the knowledge of bis conduct 
concerning the removal of the seat of government, it is casy to 
assign the rea] cause. It was deemed necessary, by him, in or- 
der to effect the ultimate removal. 

While the members of Congress wexe reluctantly assembling 
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at the place designated, another proclamation is issued, con- 
vening the regular session at the same place. This last proc- 
Jamation must be looked upon as the endeavor of the Executive, 
to wrest, from Congress, their control over the place of their 
meeting; and, by priority of claim, forever to exclude the Con- 
gress from any jurisdiction over the matter. 

Against such usurpation, the undersigned enter their solemn 
protest—to such claims, they express their unhesitating and 
indignant opposition, If the President has the exclusive con- 
trol over the matter, why does the Constitution authorize the 
two houses to adjourn to any other place than to the one at 
which they are then sitting? Nay, so entirely is the President 
divested of control, at such time, over the subject, that, upon the 
action of Congress thereon, he had not even the control of the 
veto power; and this is the only subject of legislative action, 
over which this eontrol does not exist. If the Executive’s 
power over this subject, is exelusive of Congress while it is in 
session, why is it that the clause of the Constitution whieh re- 
quires the President and heads of departments to remain at the 
Seat of Government, makes the exception, when their removal 
is authorized by the permission of Congress? Could it be made 
plainer, than by this exception itself, that the framers of the 
Constitution contemplated, that the whole power over the sub- 
ject was vested in Congress—if in session; and that it was only 
delegated to other functionaries of the Government, on the hap- 
pening of some emergency during a time of war, and during 
the recess of Congress, of so sudden and threatening a eharac- 
ter, that the advice and deliberation of the legislative branch of 
the Government could not be had thereon. But this danger 
should be obvious, impending, and undoubted, to justify Ex- 
ecutive control over the matter; and the meeting of Coneress 
divests him of all power thereon. 

The next act in this sad drama, presents us with the Execu- 
tive order of the 10th of December, addressed ‘to Captains 
Smith and Chandler, (persons unknown to the Government, in 
any official charaeter,) directing them “to remove, or cause to be 
removed, from the city of Austin, to the town of Washington, 
ail the public archives and government stores there now re- 
maining, of every description whatever. In a confidential come 
munication accompanying this order, Messrs. Smith and Chand- 
ler are informed, by the President; of the exasperation of the 
public mind on the subject of removal; and they are directed 
to raise an armed body of men, in order that this exasperation 
may not present any difficulty to the execution of the order.— 
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Fhese armed forces are to be raised under pretence of an Indian 
expedition, ‘The number of men to be raised; and the manner 
of effecting the object, is left entirely to their sound judgment 
and diseretion, Strictest secrecy y is enjoined, and they are sig- 
nificantl ly ordered to * B» prepared to act with efficiency,” and 
not to be thwarted in the under taking." 

The appointees of the Presdent undertook the execution of 
the order, with alacrity. Fortunately, however, d the country, 
notwithstanding the secrecy of the movement, the cbject was 

suspected by many who were called upon to o la the enter- 
prize; and it shon!d be stated, for the credit of our co uniremoen, 
ibat as Scon as the a became known, these patriotic citi- 
zens wno had been duped into the enterprize, refusod to assist 
n the execution of i e illegal order, or to unite in any underta- 
king which threatened to pro rodace a civil wa w, OF wight lead 
ihem to imbrue ue ir hands in the blood of tücir bredliren. 
lost of tnem returned to their homes, and but abont tw ity re- 
mained, who were w E to endeavor to Curry out o "mo 
of the Executive, Th nm cu ded to Austin, obtalucd suit 
portion of the pub lic property, and commenced their return. 
‘i They were pursuod, ee "by a poriicn of the citizens of 

Travis—were overt aken, and the archives resto:cd to the place 
from which they had been taken. 

Such is the statement of this transaction, as made by the Pre- 
sident ; and, froin it, the conclusion is irresistible, that the Ex- 
ecutive of the nation, and a portion of its citizens, are engaged 
in a controversy involving important principles; end in which 
one or the other must be in the wrong. It is to be hoped, tat 
ihe Congress will act as the ee on these disagi eements; 
to ascertain and decide upon which party the blame is to rest 
—after full investigation of the subject, to “render Wito Ciescr 
the things that are Ceesar’s 3” and by decided aud eflicieit ac- 
tion, forever to put an end to this unnatural contest. 

It remains to examine what weight shall Le aitached to the 
reasons urged by the Executive, in defence of the course he 
has pursued ; and how far, in his communication to the House 
of Representatives, he bas been able to sustain fins 
reason, by law, or by authority. The undersigued will confine 
their attention entizcly to the legality and correciness of the or- 
„der to Messrs. Chandler and Smith, and to a review of the ar- 
gumenis used, by the Executive, in his justification of his mea- 
sure, 

Whatever authority the President may have had, to direct 
the removal of the archives, and the Heads of Departments, in 
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ihe first instance; and however those who refused to yield obe- 
dience to that order, might have been logked upon as violators 
of law, the course which the President has since pursued, has 
operated to effect an entire change in the position of the cen- 
tending parties, so that the citizens of Austin can now hold up, 
for thelr proteetion, the broad ægis of the laws; and can sue- 
eosstully claim to be contending in defence of the laws, while 
the President is exhibited as seeking to obtain improper ends by 
ilegal means. How this change has been brought, we wili 
proceed to show. 
The President, in his communication to this body, states that 
“The original order for their removal [meaning the archives] 
was given at atime when the country was actually invaded, 
and when every man in Texas, having a knowledge of the facts, 
acquesced in the prudence and necessity of such a measure.” 
This may have been true, in part, but it is cqually true that, 
before the order was received by the officer to whom its execu- 
tion was committed, the czvasten, as styled by the language of 
inflation, had lost its threatening and dreadful character; and it 
“was notoriously understood, that there vas not a Mexican with- 
in the limits of the country. ‘These facts were known to the 
cfficers remaining at the Seat of Government; and if they were 
not as equally well known to the President, it was because of 
his absence from the point to which duty called him. Jt subse- 
quently came to his knowledge, yet still he persisted. But the 
confidential and constitutional adviser of the Executive, who 
was directed to superintend the removal, did not enforce, or at- 
tempt to enforce, tre order, on the grounds alleged by the Pre- 
sident; but simply placed it on the footing, that the President 
willed it, and had long determined to accomplish that end; and 
that the order was not predicated upon any supposed, or real, 
invasion of the Mexicans. ‘There is some contradiction here, 
which it is hopeless to try to reconcile; yet the President says, 
that “every man in Texas, having a knowledge of the facts, ac- 
quiesced in the necessity of the order,” owing to the actual in- 
vasion of the country by the enemy; whilst the Secretary ot 
War, who was well acquainted with all the facts, anf was pre- 
sent where danger ought to have been apprehended, denied the 
existence of the danger; and asserted that occurrence, now so 
much magnified, had no influence in determining the conduct 
of thé Executive. "Tod 
Before, then, the order was executed, the Congress met at 
Houston. Up to this period, the citizens of Austin had’acted 
wrong: duty required them to yield obedience to the Execu- 
1i p i 
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tive; but, knowing all the circumstances as well as they did, _ 
and the moving causes which actuated the Executive, it would 
be hard to censure them for their resistance. - Gongress met af 
Tiouston, on the 27th day of June last; and, from that time, the 
Executive power over the subject.niatter, was at an end, until 
the happening of some new emergency during the recess of 
Congress. ‘That no second emergency has occurred to justify 
his course, the President admits; inasmuch ‘as he regards 
every measure which he has since adopted, as a continuation of 
that first order.” 

The Executive farther adds—“Had ihe emergency which 
dictated the removal of the arehives, arisen whilst the Congress 
was in session, it would have clearly been within their province 
to have provided for their security; but as Cotigress was not in 
session, it devolved upon the Executive,” &e. “Congress has 
has once been in session, since the original order was given— 
they forbore to act upon the subjeet.” Such are the statements 
of the President. His opinion seems to be, that if Congrsss is 
in session at the happening of an, emergency, they have the 
control over the archives; but that if they are not in session 
at that particular juncture, they are forever debarred, by the 
prior claim and occupatfon of the Executive. The course 
which the Congress pursued, at Houston, was a sufficient indi- 
cation to the Executive, of their disapprobation of his conduct: 
they refused to sustain him. | 1n his message, he asked the le- 
gislature for their support and co-operation in this undertaking, 
and they refused it. Ife asked them to furnish him with the 
means to execute his orders; they declined- it; and, because 
they refused, and declined to act upon the subject, as he desired, 
it was “enforced upon him the necessity of pursuing the course 
he took.” ‘The opinions of the President are decidedly wrong. 
It required ihe positive sanction of Congress, to authorize him 
to take a step further, after their session at Houston ; and all of 
his orders subsequent to that period, if looked on as a continuance 
of his first order, were illegal, unconstitutional, derogatory to 
the dignity of the legislative department of the Government, 
and in violation of the rights of the citizens. The citizens of 
Austin, since that period, have had the vantage ground in the 
contest with his Excellency, and he seems disposed to allow 
them to maintain it. EN MIN 

Whatever may be the correctness of the above views, there is 
another small matter, which will not escape thé attention of the ' 
House, or the animadversion of the country. The Constitution 
provides that “Congress shall call out the militia to enforee the 
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laws, suppress insurrection, or repel invasion.” It further pro- 
vides that the. three Departments of the Government shall be, 
forever, kept separate and distinct. 


2 


Congress had neither exercised this power itself, or delegated 

‘the right to another. The act of the Executive, in ordering 
out a portion of the military force of the country, to execute a 
law of the legislature, or an order of the Executive, without the 
sanction of the legislature, is contrary to that Constitution which 
itis the sworn obligation of the Executive to support, ana his 
primary duty to maintain. 

The citizens of Austin, in resisting the armed force despatched 
by the Executive, to execute his commands, unauthorized as 
they were, neither acted as a “mob,” or were they “in a state of 
beastly intoxication,” as his.Excellency chooses to represent 
them. No, they acted as men—as men who know their rights; 
their duties; and, knowing, dared maintain them. The law- 
less mob were composed of the ready tools, and unquestioning 
agents of the executive will. To defend the archives from the 
depredations of these lawless men, ‘in their unholy enterprize, 
undertaken though it were, under the patronage of the Execu- 
tive, was as much the duty of every patriot citizen of the coun- 
try, as to protect and defend them from the marauding ineur- 
sions of the Mexicans under Vasques or Woll. They merit, 
well, the abuse of the Executive, for thwarting his will; but 
they deserve the thanks of the country, for their conduct. The 
atchives, and other public doeuments, are in the custody of the 
law, and fortified and defended by the stout hearts and strong 
arms of our citizens; and tlie sanctity of the deposite should not 
be violated, either by executive prerogative, or the minions of 
his power. — p? 

It it be remembered, that the order of the President to raise an 
armed force, was issued on the 10th of December, at the very 
time when Congress was in session, it would appear that it was 
intended to add to the injury done to the citizen, and insult to the 

 legislatuie. au 

How the President could have.fallen into such an error, is 
the more extraordinary¢from the fact that he admits, in his de- 
fence, that he had no power to act, as he has done, without the 
Sanction of Congress. He thus speaks on thls subject :—“Be- 
fore. the rise of the last session of Congress which sat at Austin, 
the Executive asked for.the means for the protection of the ar- 
chives—his applieation was disregarded; and, by law, he had 
no authority to call out a force for that purpose, nor means ap- 
propriated for its subsistence.” Yet, without this aüthority, he 
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salied out such a force, and makes the want of autoni so to 
do, his reason for doing so. 
Again, he say s——'e is constrained to beileve, that the hono- 
rable Co Ougress wil adopt such efficient measures, or empower 
the Executive so to do, as will secure the safety of ihe archives.” 
fit was necessary to have the authority of Congress to take the 
steps which he has adopted, why did he take those steps with- 
out such authority. Congress has, heretofore, and still does be- 
tieve the archives safer where they are, and as they are, than 
they would be in the keeping of the Eixeeutive; and his en- 
deavors to defeat the designs : of Congress by his extraordinar y 
proceedings, is conclusive evidence of the correctness of the 
opihions of Congress on this subject: ond must act as an cs- 
tonpel to the b.stowal of any further confiding, touching the 
subject matter. It is, then, the opinion of the undersigned, that 
the act of the Executive, in directing an armed body cf men to 
remove the archives from that pcini at which the laws had 
niaced them, was contrary to the e law and Constitution of th 
eountry; and that all persons engaged } in the execution of said 
order, were iresspassers ond wrong-doers, from the beginning. 
‘he President expatiates, with considerable fervor, upon his 
own patriotism, and the devotion of the Government officers at 
Austi n, is their late exertions to remove the archives, In these 
panegyrics, the undersigned cannot concur, They have no en- 
Min D bestow on the potiiotism which dictated these or- 
ders, or on the heroism vhieh failed m the sir execution. 
lt would notin the oninion o: tre unde:signed have been 
proper for them to have expressed {her epi nions, relative to the 
personal danger which may threaten the Chief Magestrate of 
ine Republic e; from any of its citizens, had not the frequency 0: 
tiie mention of it,by the President, rendered it imposible for it to 
be passed by, without notice. We state it as our deliberate 
t fet 


i a 
ozinios, thet he acs no reason to feer personal wrong. We ad- 
vise Pin to dismiss hisiecrs. 'Pho apnrehensions under which 
ho lebors are too i) founded for anxiety, and too peurile x 
pity, ond in either cace, and in all other cases, itis an object of 
palatal eon crinis ato sce the Prosidgnto this Republic, ant 
tha hero of iv: Juch.to, manifest in his grave state doe: uments, 
"9a panera. O breh of tuo Government, a prid fear c 
to) vein threats aud ide hoastings cf any perso a 
(Signed } LOD ROBINSON 


JOHN CALDWELL. 
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Mr. Hewitt, moved the rejection of the above report, 

Mr. Cazneau, moved a call of ihe House. 

Carried, . 

A quorum being present. 

On motion, a fürther call of the House was suspended. 

The ayes*ahd noes being called for on the motion to reject, 
stood as follows: 


Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Grimes, Hanover, 
Hewitt, Hill, Holmes, Lewis, Matthews, Milby, Parker, Pennall, 
Robinson of. S., Scurry, Sparks, W alling, Warren and William- 
son—19. 


Noes--—Messrs, Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Dennison, Fields,. 
Garza, Hagler, Halbert, Haynes, Hunter, Braches, ‘McLeod, 
Peebl es, Portis, Potter, Robinson ot B. Sherman and Ward— 1g, 

Carried, and bill rejected. 


A message was received from the ‘Senate, informing the 
House of the passage of “A Bill, concerning rents ;" also, 

«A Bill, to prescribe the manner in which suits shall be tried, 
in which the District Judges may be interested ;” also, 

* A-Bill, providing an additional method for acknowledging 
letters of attorney ;' also, 

* A Joint Resolution, for the honorable discharge of Dr. E. J. 
Felder.” d 

Mr. Hanover, offered the following resolution : 


“Resolved by the Senate, and House of Representatives, 
That a joint rule of the two Houses, which prohibits any bill or 
resolution from being presented to the President for his approval, 
on the last day of the session, be, and the same is hereby sus- 
pended, for the present session." 

Read, and laid on the table. 

A cal il of the House was pending, when the House adjourn- 
ed, and a motion to suspend the same. 

Mr. Scurry, moved the House adjourn. 

Lost. 

The question was then taken, and a further call of the House 
was suspended. l 

Mr. McLeod, by leave, withdrew his motion to take up “A 
Bill, to fix the time and place of holding the Supreme Court." 

A message was received from the President, which was, on 
motion of Mr, Caldwell, taken up and read as follows : : 


* 
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ExzcvrivkE DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, Jan. 14, 1843- | 


To the Honorable, the House of Representatives: 


The bill * for the protection of the Western and South-western 
Frontier, and for other purposes,” having been submitted to the 
Executive, has received his mature and earnest consideration. 
Iu the examination of its various provisions, he has been actu- 
ated by a sincere disposition to render his co-operation and aid, 
in advancing any measure which he could believe caleulated to 
give protection to the frontiers ofthe country. Plans have long 
been projecting, and the Congress designing and legislating 
upon schemes which they deemed proper for frontier defence ;- 
none of which, however, has yet proved. effective. 

In May, 1838, a militia law was passed, over the vete of the 
Executive, divesting him of all military power, and conferring 
his constitutional rights upon the Major (general. All persons 
familiar with the history of Texas, must be aware, that the 
period of the operation of that law, was fraught with many 
disasters to the country. ‘The moneys drawn under its pro- * 
visions, were squandered by those who have not, even up to the 

_, present time, accounted for the sums drawn. The country de- ` 
rived no advantage from it; but, on the contrary, sustained ' 
positive loss to its ‘Treasury. The sum of twenty thousand 

` dollars was expended; and additional indebtedness incurred to 
the amount of many thousand more. But, though the conse- 
quences of that measure, so similar to the one under considera- 
tion, were so injurious, the Executive feels that he was free 
from any cause of‘ reproach. ` To prevent it, he exercised his 
constitutional prerogative; and by its exercise, discharged what 
he deemed a sacred duty. 

The campaign of General Morehouse up the Brazos, for 
which ten thousand dollars were appropriated, resulted in 
nothing beneficial to the country. This, too, was an inde- 
pencent Command. ‘The money was expended, never account- 
ed. for, and heavy demands are yet suspended against the 
Government, for supplies procured by him to sustain the troops. 
"The corn campaign,” of 1840, under Major General Felix 
Huston, cost the Government upwards ef an hundred thousand 
dollars ; and resulted in nothing but a purchase and waste of 

> property. * , . 

If the Executive, in whose harids the powet has been placed, 

by the Constitution, wereto project and carry out campaigns, 


* 
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sud be held strictly accountable to the nation, bis responsibility 
would be such, that, if he wasted the means placed at his dis-, 


position, he would be punished for an infraction of the laws, or 


for trancehding his.powers. But where officers are made inde- — 


pendent ofthe law; there is no accountability ; nór can any 
benefit result to the country from such a course of policy. 

The present bill contemplates. the appropriation of fifty thou- 
sand dollars, for the support of six companies, of fifty-six men 
each, without prescribing in what manner they are to be 
equipped ; or whether they shall be mounted, or infantry. A 


sum adequate for this purpose eould not be reduced below. three - 


hundred thousand dollars per annum. ;And whether it would 
. be possible, in the present depreciated state of the currency to 
procure, with the proposed sum, the necessary amunition, and 
such other supplies as would bé indispensable for their main- 
tenance, admits of serious doubt, and is believed to be not with- 
in the power of the nation. The cost of sugar, coffee, salt-and 
* bread-stuffs alone, at points so remote from where they, would 
have to be procured, would render the furnishing of supplies 
impossible. The Government has not the means of transporta- 


tion; and could not expect to obtain the teams necessary for that `, 


service. . . 


It is to be apprehended, also, if companies are detached go far: 
from the frontier settlements, as the points designated in the bill;, 
on the Rio Frio and at the White House, on the Nueces, that. 


they would be continually liable to surprise, harrassment and 


imminent peril from the enemy. The service would be very. 


laborious; and to guard securely their horses, so as to preserve 
them against loss, would require a number of men greatly dis- 
proportionate to the number of those fit for duty. “They would 


have no fortification, or place of shélter, against the enemy. + If 


attacked by a force from the Rio Grande, they could have no 
hope of succor; and before they could reach a point on the 
frantier, if they were to attempt a retreat before a superior force; 
the probability is that the enemy, on fresh horses, would possess 
every advantage, and defeat or capture them befofe they conid 
reach a place of'safety. 2 . 

In the establishment of posts on the frontier, teference should 
be constantly had to the practicability of maintaining them until 
probable aid at least, in cases of emergency, could be afforded. 
The Executive deems the, locations proposed as insecure; and; 
therefore, is compelled to regard. this feature in the bill, as uns 
favorable to the object for which its caption declares it to be 
designed, eto l 


* 


- 


272 


From a knowledge of military operetions and requisitions in 
Texas, the Executive is disposed to believe, that the classifica- 
tion and rendezvous of the troops proposed to be raised, would 
require several months; if the object could even then be effected. 
The first requisitions are to be made on the third and fourth 
brigades. They are so remote from the frontier to be protected, 
that much, time would be required for their preparation and 
rendezvous, and could not possibly be made available before the 
time of the probable invasion of the country in the spring. The 
fact, also, that the troops required would have to provide, for 
tke most part at their cwn expense, whatever would be aeces-. 
cary while in service, without the hope of any return in the 
shape of pay, could not but produce much delay. The classifi- 
cation itseif, could not posibly take place under one month. 
Afier this. notices to those who had been drafted —the necessary 
preparation for a six or twelve month's campaign, and, if well 
mounted, the time required to reach our most exposed frontier, 
would , consume from six weeks to two months more, This - 
would bring the period of rendezvous to the middle of March. 
If useful at any time, it would be previous to that period. For 
it is fair to presume, from the intelligenee we have, that the 
outposts designed for our troops, will then be occupied by the 
forces of the enemy. Were the call instant, and men were 
turning out for the purpose of meeting the enemy entering the 
country, they could act with more promptitude, and dispense 
with many things which would be required for a service of six 
or twelve months; and, hence, our troops could rally, en masse, 
sooner than a requisition of this description could be answered. 

On the subject of electing a Major General, the Executive 
can speak advisedlv. More money has passed from the Gov- 
ernment, in consequence of their military operations, than-has 
ever been allowed to the present Executive, in three year's ser- 
vice, for the national defences. Generals placed in command 
independent of the Government, may be beneficial to Texas; 
but in no other country has it ever been deemed wise to render 
such officers irresponsible to the Head of the Government. The 
‘Constitution declares expressly, that the President shall be 
Commander-in-Chief of the army. By this, 1 presume, it is, 
meant that all officers shall receive their direction from him 
through the War Department; and that they shall be responsi- 
ble to him for their conduct. Not that he is in person to com- 
mand the army, but that, by thé constitutional and legally ap- 
pointed officers, his commands are to be cxecuted. 

If the country is invaded, is it proper that expresses should 
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resort to the seat of Government with inteiligence; or should 
they, passing by the seat of Government, have recoi:rse to the 
Major General who might reside upon the Sabine or Red River; 
er who might, perchance, be absent from the Republic, and all 
regular military operations be suspended until his action could 
be had? Or is it more proper that they should report to the 
Executive the condition of affairs, and let him make requisigion, 
. through the Secretary of War, upon the proper officers, calling 
for the quota of troops proportioned to the emergency, or, it 
necessary, ordering ont the militia ez masse? Heretofore, this 
has been the condition of the country. “he suffering citizens 
have appealed to the Executive, when he could only reply, that 
Congress, by a constitutional majority, had deprived him of the 
power of giving them the means of protection and defence ; and 
that they must go to the Major General, to whom Congress had 
given the money and the men. 

Thus was the President deprived of his authority to be use- 
ful. Butthe people, not comprehending fully the truth, nor 
apprised of the acts of their representatives, denounced the Ex- 
ecutive, thus shorn of his rights and doprived of every means, 
as an enemy to the country. Many of them, even up to the 
present time, have remained ignorant of the circumstances in 
which he was placed by the action of Congress. This bill 
would plaee-him in a similar situation, and make the officer who 
might be elected Major General, irresponsible to him, and not 
only that, but responsible to no power on earth. 

A provision of the bill requires, that the Major General should 
make reports to the Secretary of War; but, at the same time, 
he is not held subject to the orders of the same authority. {t ìs, 
indeed, creating a military Government unknown to the Con- 
stitution, and superior to the civil Government itself, by placing 
the Major Generai in a situation in which he can defy, not only 
‘the President, but all the civil officers of the country. 

To enable us to form our conclusions as to the future, we 
should refer to the experience of the past. If we do so, we can- 
no} but feel assured that nothing beneficial to the country could 
result from the adoption of the proposed measura. 

The Executive cannot see any possible advantage that would, 
result from the election of a Major General at this period. The 
multiplication of military offices of high command, is caltulated 
to produce schisms and dissension. ‘here are now four Briga- 
dier Generals in the country. Itis to be presumed that they 
feel military emulation and becoming pride of official distinction. 

They. have been elected by those who are subject to militar? 

KK 


command: and if the honorabic, Congress were to proceed to 


eleet a Major General in any cther mode than that in which 
they have been elected, and thus supersede them in rank, they 
would think that hes had not been fairly demit by; and that 
Congress had assumed to themscives a mode of vreiermitting 
their rights. And men azetiag under ‘the influerce of c! Lorin, , 
seldam ard t tuc. cordial co- -opernion' r eusinining citer au 
indicitur amecenrs by vi fon d CONCLIT2 u.c7 have been 
iniurd, "The eduet of tie bil w Pa to supers eda all tbe 
dities of the Briedis “vender tasm nuditics, and produce in 
the ee Hon of one service, endless ‘coufliet t and confusion. 
i i plovides, giso, that in the event of vacaney in the 
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the lies nes a right to commen’. Menco every field officer ir 
Texas, would fee: taat the s S ess, by this pii], had 
isre | their claims, and mado i exception in favor 
ef an individual, whom neither the 167 oificers of the Re- 
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pense which would accrne to the country from creating such a ' 


feature in its military system. T'he additional expense would be 
more than ons thot isand doliars per month—en item which, ir 
our present financial conditien, wonld ale but ily to com; 
nort with the h:terest or ability of {he count 

K Congress thinks p proper to authorize the raising ofa force, 
and wiil place means at the Cisposition of the Execut tive, they 
may rest essured that, through proper officers, responsible to the 
.aw and governed by miliiary uscges, he will exeeute his dy 
with eeenouty, system and alacrity. 

If the Executive. could pereeive that the contemplated mes- 
sure would He attended with any probable benefit to the coun- 
try, or give to the milHia'any additional character or efficiency, 
which it does not otherwise possess, he would feel it is duty and 
i: would afford him satisfaction to approve it, But from expe- 
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rience, and seven’ years critical observation of military opera- 
tions in Texas, and of the evils which have resulted, both to 
the nation on the score of expence, and froma want of ‘subordi- 
nation to the authorities of the country, and their causes, he is 


- constrained to, believe that he should lend his sanction to no bill 


whica would create an officer above, and irresponsible to the 
Jaws and Constitution, 

With these objections, he respeetfally returns the bill to the 
Louse in which it originated, without his signature. 
eo l SAM. HOUSTON. 


* 


Cn motion of Mr. Crisp. the House adjourned until 3 o'clock, 
P. M. . 
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; . . "o. . 3 o'elock, P. M. 


‘The House met—-roll called—q) iofum preselit. . 

‘The House proceeded to business, 

«A Dill, for the protection of the Western and South-western 
frontier, and for other purposes,” together with the veto of the 
President, was under consideration when the House adjourned. 

On motion of Mr. Hill, said bi il and veto message was laid 
an the table. 

Mr. Hill, by leave introduced a A Bill, supplementary to an 
act, for the protection of the Western and South- western frontier; 
aud for other pur poses,” passed at the present session of Con- 
gress, 

Read ist time. 

On motion, rule suspended, and bill read a 9d time. 

Mr. Sparks, moved to amend by inserting, “and the Major 
General elected by the provisions of this. act, shall hold his 
office for two months only. 

Lost. 

Mr. Hill offered an amendment, viz: add'to Íst seetion the 
following, “ and shall report regularly fo the War Department.” i 

Adopted. . 


© Mr. Robinson of B. offered the following amendment : 


Add to 1st section “ 'and that the Major General hate authori» 
ty to appoint his staff, instead of the “general Staff,” ” as provided 
in the act to which this is a supplement. me 

' Adopted. 
On motion, rule further suspended, and bill-read $d time. 
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The ayes and noes were called for on the final passage of 
thebill, and stood thus: 

Ayes— Messrs. Speaker, Bewer, Caldwell, Caznenu, Den- 
nison, F'ields, Garza, Grimes, Hagler, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, 
Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Hunter, Braches,. Lewis, Matthews, Mil- 
hy, "Parker, Peebies, Pennall, Portis, Potter, Robinson of B., 
Robinson of S., Scurry, Sherman, Walling, Ward, Warren and 
Williamson—33, 

Noes—-Messrs. Crisp, Dial, Hewitt and Sparks—4. 

Carried, and biil passed. 

On motion of Mr. Hanover, a resolution suspending a | joint 
rule of the two Houses,” was taken up. 

On motion, rule suspended, aud resolution adopted. : 

The Enrolling Committee made the following report: 


Com urrTEE-Roow, ; 
January 16th, 1842. — § 
To the Hon. N. H. Darnell, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


The Committee on Enrolled Bills, have examined the follow- 
ing bilis and joint resolutions: ° 

* An Act, for the relief of the Texian prisoners captured by 
the Mexicans during the year 1842 ;” also, 

“An Act, to extend to the Chief A ustice and associate J ustices, 
the aut thority io issue certificates of head-right to emigrants;" 
also, 

~A Joint Resolution, for the relief of David G. Burnet ;” also, 

An Act, further to ‘amend the Judiciary Laws;” also, 

“An Act, for the relief of Thruston M. ‘Taylor,’ and find the’ 
same correctly enrolled, the same having been signed by the 
Speaker of the House, and President of the Senate, was this day 
presented to his Excelleney the President for his approval. 

(Signed) E PARKER. 
Chairman. 


Report adapted. : 


On motion of Mr, Warren, “A Bill, to amend the several laws 
regulating the Post-office Department, ? was taken üp, and 
amendment of ths Senate, adopted. 

On motion of Mr. McLeod, * A Bill, for the relief of Bexar . 
county," was taken up. 

Read 3d time, and passed. 
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Mr. Cazneau, offered the following resolution: 

« Resolved, ‘That the'door-keeper of the House of Represent- 
atives, be allowed one dollor per day for cutting wood, furnish- 
ing water, &c., to be paid out of the contingent fund of the sev- 
enth Congress.” . 

Adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Haynes, “ A Bill, authorizing an additional 
compensation to certain officers of the civil list,” was taken up, 
and amendment of the Senate, adopted. l 

Qu motion of Mr. Hunter, “A Joint Resolution, for the re- 
lief of Messrs. Neighbors and Rivers," was taken up, and amend- . 
ment of the Senate, adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Crisp, “A Bill, for the relief of certain per- 
sous therein named,” was taken up, and 

tead 2d time. 

Mr. Hagler, offered the following amendment : 

« And the San Patricio minute men.” 

Mr, Haynes, offered the followin amendment, to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Hagler: 

To Dr. S. N. Haynes for the Western Spy Company, under 
Capt. Karns.” 

Adopted. 

Mr. Braches offered the following amendment, to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Hagler: ; 

“And the same for the minute men at Seguin, in Gonzales, 
under Capt. James Callehan." 

Adopted. : i 

Fs McLeod, moved to amend Mr. Hagler’s amendment, by 
adding: 

* And further to add the Spy Company of Bexar county, un- 
der Capt. Johni Hayes,” : ; 

Adopted. i 

Mr. Hill, offered the following amendment, to Mr. Hagler's 
amendment : i > , ; 

“Add, for the Robertson eounty minute men, under Capt. 
E. Chandler, and Milam county minute men, under the còm- 
mand of Capt. G, B. Earth.” 

Adopted. 3i 

Mr. Grimos offered the following amendment, tó the amend- 
ment of Mr. Hagler ; aiso, 

The Montgomery, county minute men, under the command 
of Capt. Thomas N. B. Greer.” 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, the bill and amendments were 
laid on the table, 


. On motion of Mr. Hanover, “A Bill, to amend the several. 
laws. regulating the Post-office Department, " was taken up, 
and the House recinded their amendment. 

A message was received from the Senate, informing the 
Horse of the passage of “A- Bill, suppl ementary to an act, to 
provide for the d of the Western and South-western 
trontier,” passed the present session of Congress;” and 

Adented a resolution to suspend the joint rule of the two 
Houses, prohibiting bills from being presented to the President, 
on the last day of the session. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, *A Bill, to provide for the protec: 
tion of the Western. and South- western irontier, and for other 
purposes" together with the veto thereon, was taken up. 

Mr. Portis, moved, the previous question. 

The question, shall the main question be now put, was put, 
and carried. 

"Phe main question being the passage of the bill, over the veto. 

The ayes s noes were called for thercon, ‘and stood as 
follows, to wi 

Ayes—: ce Speaker, Bower, Caldweil, Cazneau, Den- 
nison, Dial, Fields, Garza, Hagler, Halbert, Hanover, Haynes, 
Will, Hodre, Hoin mes, Hunter, Braches, levis , MeLeod, Milby, 
Pesbles, Portis. Robinson of' B.. Robinson of S., Scurry, Sher- 
man, Ww ailing, Ward, Warren and. Williamson —30. 

Noes—Messrs. Crisp, Grimes, Hewitt, Matthews, ! dad 
Pennaii aud a ks—7. 

Carried, and vill: passed by a constitutional majority. 

Mr. Williamson, by leave introduced “A, Bill, to regulate ac- 
tions ct repievy and sequestration.” 

Read 1st tine. 

Gn motion of Mr. Hill, “A Bill, to provide for the more cer- 
ain collection of license taxes,” was taken up; and 

Read Ist tine, 

On motion, rule suspended, and bill read 2d and 3d times, 
and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Warren,“ A Joint Resolution for the relief 
of Anson Jones,” was taken, up and read a Ist time. 

Mr. Warren moved a suspension of the rule, requiring bills 
to be read on three several days, 

The ayes aud noes were then called for, on the motion, and 
stocd thus: 

-Ayes—Messrs. Speaker, Fields, Hill, Braches, Lewis, Milby, 
Pecb!es, Pennall, Robinson of B., W alling, Warren and Wil- 
liamson—-12. 
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oso ass. Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Dennison, Dial, 
Grimes, Hagler, Halbert, Haynes, "Holmes, Hunter, McLeod, 
. Potter, Robinson of S. , Scurry: and Ward—16. 

Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Hagler, “A Bill to abolish the office of 
Secretary of Legation,” was taken up, and read a Ist time. , 

On motion of Mr. Haynes, * A Dill for the relief of- C. Monod" 
was taken up, č Xa read a Ist time. 

On motion, rule suspended, bill read a.2d time, and ordered 
to be engrossed. 

Nr. Caldwell offered the following résolution, to wit: 

“ftesolecd, Thai, with the concurrence of the Senate, the 
two houses of Congress will proceed, forthwith, to the election 
of a Major Geheral of Militia.” . 

Mr. Fieids moved. to amend, by inserting—“and Pablic 
Printer.” . 009 

"Adopted. : 

"Tue ayes and noes were then called for, on the adoption of the 
resolution as amended, and stood thus : 

Ayes—Messers. Speaker, Bower, Caldwell,.Cazneau, Denni- 
' son, Dial, Fields, Garza, Hagler, Halbert,’ Haynes, Hodge, 
Hunter, Biaches, Lewis, McLeod, Milby, Peebles, Potter, 
Robinson of B., Robinson of S., Scurry, Walling and Ward—24. 

Noes—Messrs. Grimes, Hewitt, Hill,  Ponnall, Sparks and 
W arren—6. 

Carried, arid resolution adopted. 

The Enrolling Committee made the following report : 


* Comarrroe-Room, > 7 
January 16th, 1843., 4 

Jo the Hon. N: H. Darnell, , 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


- The Committee on Enrolled Bills have examined, and finc: 
correctly enrolled, the following bills, to wit: 
“An Act for organizing the militia of the counties of Robert- 
son and Brazos ;” ‘also, 

“An Act, authorizing an additional eompénsation to be pag 
to certain officers of tl the civil list ;" also, 

“An Act, supplementary to ‘An Act, for the noed of the 
Western and South-western Frontier ?" also, 

“A Joint ee for the relief of Messrs. Neighbors and 
Rivers ;” also 


— 8Àü Act, to amend the several laws regulating the l'ost-officé 
Department," 

Said acts, having been signed by the Speaker ot the House 
of Representatives and President of the Senate, wore presented 
io His Excellency the President, on this day, tor his approval, 

(Signed) ISAAC PARKER, 
Chairman. 
Report adopted. 


A message was received from the Senaie, informing the 
Fouse ofthe passage, by a constitutional vote, over the vetë of 
the President, “A Biil for the protection of the Western and 
South-western Frontier, aud for other purposes ;" also, of the 
adoption of the resolution to go into the election af a public 
printer, and, also, of a major-general; and of the following 
nominations, viz: : 

For Major-General of Militia—Thomas J. Rusk. 

- For Pabiie Printer—Sam. Whitiüig, Thos. Johnson, and 3. 
E. Powers. ` 

Nominations now being in order— 

Mr. McLeod nominated Thos. J. Rusk for the cfüce of Ma» 
jor-General of Militia. 

Mr. Williamson nominated Jas. R. Cook for said office. 

Oa motion, ihe Clerk was instructed to transmit the above 
nominations to the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Caldwell, a committee was appointed to 
wait upon the Senate, and invite that body within the bar of the 
House, for the purpose of going into the above-named elections, 
consisting of Messrs. Caldwell, Haynes and Walling. 

Committee returned, and reported duty performed. 

, The Senate appeared, took their seats, and the two Houses 
proceeded, jointiy, to the election of a Major-General of Mil- 
tia. : 
Those members of the House voting for Thes. J. Rusk, wero 
Messrs, Speaker, Bower, Caldwell, Dennison, Dial, Hagler, 
Halbert, Hanover, Hewitt, Hid, Hodge, Hunter, Braches, Lewis, 
MeLecd, Milby, Parker, Peebles, Pennail, Portis, Potter, Reb- 
inson of D., Rebinson of S., Scurry, Sherman, Sparks, Walling, 
Ward and Warren—29 votes. 

‘Those voting for James R. Cook, were Messrs. Cazneau, 
Crisp, Fields, Garza, Grimes, Haynes, Holmés and Williamson 
~~8 votes. 

Thos. J. Rusk received, by the Hon. Senate, 11 votes, 

Jas, R, Cook received, by the Hon. Senate, 2 votes, 
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Thos. J. Rusk received 40 votes. 
Jas. R. Cook &* 10 « 


‘hos, J. Rusk, having received a majority of all the votes 
given, was declared, duly and lawfully, elected Major-General 
of Militia. l 

The two houses then proceeded, jointy, to the election of a 
Public Printer, under the nominations of the honorable Senate, 

Those members of the House, voting for Thos. Johnson, were 
Messrs. Speaker, Crisp, Dial, Fields, Grimes, Hanover, Hewitt, 
Hill, Hodge, Holmes, Lewis, Milby, Parker, Pennall, Potter, 
Robinson of S., Scurry, Sparks, Walling, Warren and William- 
son— 21 votes. : 4 

Those voting for Mr. Powers, were Messrs. Hagler, Peebles 
and Ward—-3 votes. 

Those voting for Sam. Whiting, were Messrs. Bower, Cald- 
well, Cazneau, Dennison, Garza, Halbert, Haynes, Hunter, 
Braches, McLeod, Portis, Robinson of B., and Sherman—13 
votes. 

Mr. Johnson received, by the honorable Senate, 6 votes. 

Mr. Powers received, by the honorable Senat, | vote. 

Mr. Whiting received, by the honorable Senate, 6 votes. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Mr. Johnson received 27 votes. 
Powers, i 4 % 
« Whiting, “` 19 « 


N 
Mr. Thomas Johnson, having received a majority of all the 
votes given, was declared, duly and constitutionafiy, elected 
Public Printer for the year 1843. 
- The Senate having retired, ^ 
On -motion of Mr. Scurry, the House adjourned. until S 
o'clock P. M. : 


8 o'elock, P. M. 


‘The House met—roll ealled—quorum present. * 
The House proceeded to business. 
LL 
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Mr. Caldwell,by leave introduced , sA Bill, supplementary to 
an ‘act, to provide for the protection of the Western and South- 
western frontier, and for other purposes," 
Read 1st time. 
On motion, rule suspended, and bill read 2d timo. 


Mr. McLeod, offered the following amendment : 


“Be it further enacted, That the sum of five hundred dol- 
Jars, be, and the same is hereby appropriated to earry out the 
provisions of this act.” 

Adopted. 


* 


On motion, rule further suspended, bill read 3d time and 
passed, 

Mr. Crisp, moved to take up “A Bill, to repeal in part an act. 
creating a board of medical censors for the Repubtic of "Texas." 

Lost. : 

On motion of Mr. Cazneau, «A Joint, Resolution, authorizing 
the Secretary ofthe Treasury to issue change notes,” was taken 
up, and read Ist tiñe. > 

Mr. Cazneau moved a suspension of the rule. . 

The ayes and noes were called for on the motion, and stood 
thus: 

Ayes—Messrs. Bower, Caldwell, Cazneau, Crisp, Dennison. 
Dial, Fields, Garza, Hanover Haynes s, Hodge, Hunter, Braches, 
Milby, Pennall, Matthews, McLeod, Parker, Robinson of S., 

Wailing and Warren—19. , 

Noes—Messrs. Grimes, Haglér, Hewitt, Holmes, Lewis, Pot- 
ter, Robinson of B., Scurry, Sparks, Ward and Williamson —13. 

1t requiring two thirds to Suspend a rule, the motion was lost. 

Mr. Matthews, moved to take up “A Bill, to incorporate the 
German Emigration Company.” " 

Lost. ° 

On motion of Mr. Crisp, “A Bill, to repeal in part an act, 
regulating the collection of impost duties, approved July 23d. 
1842," was taken up, and read Ist time. 

On motion' rule suspended, bill read 9d and ad times, and 
passed. 

Mr. Lewis, moved to appoint a Committee to wait upon the 
Senate, and inform that body tha: the House of Representatives, 
would adjourn this evening at 9 o'elock precisly. 

a Fields’ moved to amend .by saying 10 o'elock. 

ost. 
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The motion to adjourn at 9 o'clock, was then pat ; and 

Carried. Wl 

Messrs. Lewis, Fields and Hanover, were appointed the Com- | 
mittée to wait upon the Senate, and inform them that the House 
'* of Representatives would be ready to adjourn at 9 o'clock.” 

A Committee appeared from the. Senate; and informed the 
House, that the Senate had disposed of all their business, and 
would be ready to adjourn in fifteen minutes; also, | 
. That the Senate had appointed, à Committee, to. act with a 
like Committee on the part of the House; to wait upon the Presi- 
. Vent, and inform him that the two houses of Congress, are now 
ready to-adjourn, if he has no farther communications to make. 

Messrs. Hewitt, Sparks and Wairen,. were appointed a Com- 
mittee on the part oft the House, to act with a like Committee of 
the Senate, to wait upon the President, &c. 

The Committee to wait upon thre pe returned, and re- 
ported duty performed. 

On. motion of Mr. Sherman, the injonetions- of secrasy were 
removed from the message of the President, relative to the ap- 
pointment of-a Commauder-in- Chief of the army,” and the same 
was ordered to be spread upon the public journals. 


Mr. Parker offered the following resolution : 


5 Recsolved, That the thanks of the House of Representatives, 
be tendered to fon. N. H. Darnell, Speaker of the House, for 
the able and impartial .manner in. which he has Dresden over 
the deliberations of this body.” 

Unanimously adopted. ; 


Mr. Williamson, offered the following resolution : 


“ Resolved, that the thanks of this House, be tendered to the 
citizens of Washington, for their usual bland, and polite conduct 
towards the members of this House during its session," 

Adopted. 


Mr. Dennison, offered. the following resolution : 


tt Resolved, That the napis of this Hot are due, and they 
are hereby tendered to the Chief and assistant Clerks, also, to 
the Sergeant-at-Arms and Door- keeper, of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, for their promptness and efficiency in performing the 
duties of their respective offices, and for their courtesy and 
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obliging manners towards the members of this House, during 
its present session.” 

Unanimously adopted. 

The Committee on Enrolled Bills, made the following 
report : 


Coumirres-Room, 7 
Jan. l&h, 1843. 


To the President of the Senate v 
and Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


The Committce on Enrolled Bills have examined, and find 
gorreciiy enrolled, the following bills, to wit: 

“An Act to alter the time of holding the District Courts in the 
seventh Juüieial District of the Republic of Texas, and for 
other purposes;" also, 

“An Act, supplentary to an act, entitled ‘An Act to divide 
the county o Red River, and tọ create and establish the coun- 
ties of Bowie and Lamar ;'? also, 

“An Act, legalizing the location of the County Site of Fan- 
nin county. ” 

Said bills, having been signed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, and President of the Senate, was presented to 
His Excellency the President, for his approval, on fhe 15th 
instant. 

Signed] ISAAC PARKER, 
Chairman. 


Also, the following : 
CowxrrTEE-RoOM, /, 
January 16th, 1543. y 


To the Hon. N. H. Darnell, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


The Committee on Enrolled Bills have examined, and find 
SOHEcHy enrolled, the following bills, to wit: 
“An Act to pr escribe the method in which suits shall be tried, 
in which the District Judges may be interested ;" also, 
“An Act to provide an ‘additional method for proving, or ac- 
&nowlerzing, letters of SERT ' also, 
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“A Joint Resolution, repealing a part of ‘A Joint Resolution 

for the honorable discharge of E. J. Felder. ” 
. The same, having been signed by the Speaker of the House 
and President of the Senate, was presented: to His Excellency 
the President, this day, for his approval. 
(Signed) I. PARKER, 
Chairman. 

Which reports were adopted. 

The Committee to wait upon the President returned, and re- 
ported duty performed. 

‘Mr. Caldwell, offered the following resoiution : 

“ Resolved, That the several Clerks and officers of the House, 
be allowed, the sum of two dollars per diem, in addition to the. 
amount now allowed by law, to be paid out of the contingent 
fund of the seventh Congress." 

Adopted. 

On motion, the journal was then read, and adopted. 

Mr. Williamson, moved the House now adjourn size die. 

Upon which the Speaker arose, and addressed the House, 
in a few appropriate remarks. 

The motion was then put, and the House adjourned sine die. 


